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Ridgeway Challenge for 
Borneo Fundraising
I’m in the final lap of my fundrais-
ing for Borneo with another £1,500 to 
go before I fly out to Borneo on 15th 
July. I’ve been steadily adding to my 
fundraising through doing odd jobs, 
bake sales, a lunch for the willow-
weavers and the like, and now I am 
going to try to raise quite a bit from 
travelling the 87 mile long Ridgeway 
Path under my own steam in under 
three days - cycling and walking. 
Local friends and neighbours have 
already generously supported my ef-
forts, and I am very grateful for it, 
and should you wish to donate a little 
more you can do so through my fund
raising site: 

https://fundrazr.com/campaigns/
eSRk4

And I’m still available for odd jobs - 

Update on Jake goes  Ape
babysitting, gardening, car washing 
etc. - so please call me on 791 849.
July seems really close now. I’ll be 
flying out from Heathrow via Brunei 
to Kota Kinabalu, a long, overnight 
journey. I’ll be staying at Camp 
Bongkud in the centre of a traditional 
Dusun community in Western Sabah. 
This part of Borneo has suffered from 
ruthless deforestation and mining in 
the past so I’ll be involved in perma-
culture projects, creating safe school-
ing environments and developing eco 
tourism facilities. The camp is also 
the starting point for my 4-day trek 
into the jungle. If you’re interested in 
seeing the sorts of things I’ll be doing 
out there, you can take a look at the 
blogs and photos of other volunteers 
at: 

http://www.campsinternational.
com/projectblog/category/borneo/.

Thanks again, Jake Simpson.

From archaeology to oyster bar 
this is a fête not to be missed

And Newsletter Website 
Update
As most of you should know already 
Millie Green, has retired from the vil-
lage website and that her efforts shall 
be sorely missed. However, the mantle 
has been passed down to Andy Green-
halgh, Karen Jenkins and myself.  
This new team will be on the ball 
informing you of village news and 
events, church services and much, 
much more.  Please do not hesitate 
to bend our ears for improvements 
and ideas that have not occurred to 
us.  Promotion of the parish is our 
top priority so any community ac-
tivity you might be planning from a 
poker night to a charity fund raiser, 
we want to know about it, help us to 
help yourselves.  You can contact any 
of us on our respective email address-
es (see back page) and hopefully we 
shall consolidate and publish as the 
need arises. 

Jonathon Boon

By kind permission of Simon and Joanna Jenkins
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN APRIL

     Saturday           6th April        1.00pm   Wedding     Lyddington
     Sunday                         7th April             10.30am    Family Communion                   Bishopstone                                 
      2nd Sunday of Easter                                  6.00pm    Evensong                                  Wanborough 

     Saturday    13th April        1.00pm   Wedding     Wanborough
     Sunday                       14th April               8.30am   Holy Communion            Bishopstone                     
      3rd Sunday of Easter                                10.30am    Family Communion                             Lyddington

     Sunday                       21st April              10.30am    Family Communion                     Wanborough
      4th Sunday of Easter                                 12.30pm   Christening    Wanborough
                                                           6.00pm    Evensong                Hinton Parva

     Sunday                       28th April        8.30am   Holy Communion                         Lyddington    
       5th Sunday of Easter                               10.30am   Holy Communion                         Hinton Parva 
      Sunday                        5th May               10.30am    Family Communion               Bishostone
       6th Sunday of Easter                                 6.00pm   Evensong                                   Wanborough                                    

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends,
As I’m writing this I am feeling total-
ly exhausted, emotionally and physi-
cally. Not, I hasten to add, because of 
writing this Clergy Letter. The reason 
for feeling as I do is because my Fa-
ther has been in hospital for the past 
two weeks and this week has been 
a real ‘roller-coaster’.
We have gone from happiness and 
expectation to anxiety and sadness. 
He was feeling really well and pre-
paring for an operation the follow-
ing day. Then on that day we were 
called into the hospital in the early 
hours as he’d taken a turn for the 
worse and was not expected to pull 
through. Late in the evening we 
were sent home to get some rest and 
returned early the next day to find 
him sitting up in bed!  Even the doc-
tors and nurses could not believe the 
transformation.
From life to death and death to life in 
the space of a few hours, reminding 
me again of the story of Easter – the 
wonderful celebration of resurrec-
tion and new life. I came home and 
saw the vase of daffodils that I had 
received on Mothering Sunday and 
looked at them with fresh eyes.
Months ago the daffodil bulbs, look-
ing dry and lifeless, were placed in 
the dark earth and covered over. They 

faced the cold of frost and snow, as 
well as huge amounts of rain. Yet 
they were coming to life under their 
covering of soil and bravely forced 
up new green shoots promising life 
and beauty.
As they continued to battle with all 
the weather threw at them they put 
forth leaves and buds which gradu-
ally opened to display triumphant yel-
low flowers.  Flowers which herald 
spring and make us smile.
Later in the year the cycle will start 
all over again as the bulbs are placed 
once again in the earth. What a won-
derful reminder of new life which is 
there for us all to embrace and enjoy.
Let us all make sure that we look 
around us at God’s wonderful crea-
tion and the new life springing up all 
around us, and at what refreshes and 
renews us, and give thanks to God.
with love

Sandy

Benefice Open Meeting 
7.30 pm Thursday May 9th 
St Andrew’s Wanborough.

All welcome  

What is Happening About Our 
New Vicar?
For those of you who were unable to 
attend the Benefice meeting to hear 
the update, we felt that it would be a 
good idea to provide a short update for 
publication in the parish magazines 
and newsletters and on local websites.
Having successfully completed the 
leadership development process 
which the Bristol Diocese makes 

compulsory between the departure of 
one vicar and the arrival of another, 
the Benefice of Lyddington and Wan-
borough, and Bishopstone with Hin-
ton Parva is now advertising for a 
new incumbent.  Adverts are in the 
Church Times, the Bristol Diocese 
and Church of England websites in 
the vacancy sections.  The closing 
date for applications is the 14th of 
March with interviews on 8th April.  
The Benefice will be well represent-
ed at the interviews with a Church 
Council member from each village 
on the interview panel.
With the proviso that a suitable candi-
date is selected and accepts the post, 
we can expect to have a new Priest 
in Charge based in the vicarage in 
Wanborough in the summer.  Due to 
reduction in the provision of clergy 
in our area by the Church of England, 
he/she will be called upon to assist 
with duties in the Stratton group of 
churches.  This is likely to take the 
Vicar away from our Benefice for 
between one and two days a week.
We will provide further updates as 
soon as we are able.
Alan Taylor (on behalf of the Benefice)    



We have a wonderful bunch of flower 
arrangers here in Hinton, who band 
together for special occassions, or in-
divually throughout the year to keep 
our church looking beautiful.  Every-
body works very hard, but it would 
lighten the load if we had a few more 
volunteers.  We don’t require a Phd 
in floristry or even a GCSE, just a 
love of flowers, so if
you would like to 
come and meet us
and have a go we
would be thrilled.
You don’t have to 
live in the village.
Please get in touch
with Mogs Boon.
790 626
mogsboon@hotmail.com 
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If You Need to Get in Touch 
with the Church….
With the Vicar’s retirement, he won’t 
be at The Vicarage to be contacted 
with enquiries.
But church life will continue 
as normally as possible.
If you have an enquiry, please contact 
one of the following:
For St. Swithun’s, Hinton  –  
the Churchwarden, Toby Ford
Home Farm, Hinton Parva  SN4 0DH                    

01793 790 264
For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone –  
the Churchwarden, Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1996@btinternet.com

For enquiries about Weddings or 
Baptisms – 
Marguerite Seaward (Secretary)  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer 
Jill White                01793 791 102
PCC Representative School Gov
ernor at Bishopstone School
Gill Rankin           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members
Alan Taylor (Chairman)                          

07703 162 523
r2attaylor@aol.com

Joanna Jenkins (Vice Chairman)           
01793 790 545

joannajenkins@hotmail.co.uk
Mr Paul Bailey (Treasurer)       

paulbailey@dial.pipex.com                
01793 790 103

Joy Ball                       01793 790 293
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry             01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com

St.Swithun’s Church Flowers

  Cleaning Rota          St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone      
         April    Fran Sishton & Frances Shone 
         May    Caroline Brandi & Jill White 
         June    Chris Thomas & Gill May 
         July    Maggie Gill & Jane Golding 
         August    Liz Warrick & Jane Manktelow 
         September    Joanna Jenkins & Sarah Bally 
         October    Joan Morris & Jill Rankin 
         November    Jill King & Doris Brown 
         December    Ray & Mary Darling 
If these dates don’t suit you, please could you arrange to swap with some-
body.   We always welcome more volunteers and if you would like to help 
(it doesn’t take long and it’s a rewarding and satisfying task), please contact 
Joanna Jenkins on 790 545.  Thank you.

From the Benefice 
Register

  Wedding 
     St. Swithun’s Hinton Parva 
     Saturday 2nd March
     Brenna White & David Cooke

Parochial Church Council 
Annual Meetings

Bishopstone 
with Hinton Parva 

St Swithun’s Church, Hinton 
Tuesday 16th April - 7.30pm

Liddington & Wanborough
Liddington Village Hall

 Monday  22nd April  7.30pm

Coffee Morning

Wednesday 15th May
10.00am - noon

The Old Vicarage Bishopstone

In aid of St. Mary’s & St. Swithun’s Churches

Meetings of the two church coun-
cils (PCCs) will be held as follows.  
These are both open meetings.  All 
are very welcome to attend:



Monday          8th                                                  Parish Council 7.30pm                           

Tuesday          9th               School   1.00 - 4.00pm           Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm 

Wednesday   10th               School   1.00 - 3.00pm                                                 Gardening Club 7.30 - 9.00pm
Thursday      11th               Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am                              
Tuesday        16th                School   1.00 - 4.00pm           Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday   17th               School   1.00 - 3.00pm
Thursday      18th        Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am
Saturday       20th                                                                                                                         Quiz  6.00 - 11.00pm 
Tuesday        23rd           School  1.00 - 4.00pm             Ballet   4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm 
Wednesday   24th                     School  1.00 - 3.00pm  
Thursday      25th              Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am 
Tuesday        30th                                   School   1.00 - 4.00pm            Ballet   4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
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Bishopstone Village Hall  - April
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like 
to make a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.
co.nr to send us an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. 
We will get back to you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message 
giving an alternative number to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village 
hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.

Bridge               Friday        5th, 12th, 19th & 26th              7.30pm
Card Making Club      Wednesday 3rd                                                                    7.30pm
Private Booking             Saturday     6th                                   Afternoon
WI     Thursday    11th                                  7.30pm
Village Hall AGM  Monday     29th          7.30pm
                      

Private Parties, Meetings etc welcome. Catering may be available . Free 
Parking  
          For bookings: Please telephone 791 171

£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva £8.00 per 
hour for those living outside the parish

Hinton Parva Village Hall 
Bookings  – April

Bishopstone Quiz Night
Bishopstone Village Hall 

Saturday 20th April - 7.30pm

Two course supper
Be surprised by the quiz that goes beyond general knowledge.

Teams will consist of a maximum of 6 people and you may register as a team or come along and 
join in on the night. Bring your own drinks. Prizes awarded to the winners and the runners-up.

 Tickets- £10.00 
Contact Barry Burnstead: 791 022 or bburnstead@gmailcom

Proceeds to our Churches and the Link Transportation

Email Data Base for the Hinton 
Parva Village Hall 
The Committee has established an 
email address and a data base of ad-
dresses.  It is proving to be a suc-
cessful and an environmentally 
friendly way to let people know what 
is happening at the Village Hall.  Eve-
ryone is welcome to be involved, 
so if you would like to be added to 
the data base send an email to: 
hintonparvavillagehall@gmail.com 

or for more information contact: 
Helen Evans 7931 583.

aussiehelen59@gmail.com , 
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES
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Bishopstone 100 club
March Winners

    1st     21     Jane LeCoyte 
          2nd  73     Adrian Dent     
          3rd  18      Les O’Grady 
The club is to support Bishop-
stone Village Hall and you have 
a chance to win £20, £10 or £5 
each month. 
Remember that some people 
have not yet paid their subs for 
2013. Please be nice and helpful 
and cough up!

Contact: Jo Selbourne 790 485

Mobile Library
 Wednesday 10th & 24th April
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a cof-
fee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Are we getting too much Rain?
Suitable land required for long tailed 
rice growers, must have a supply  of 
water - land must be near the M4.
Apply in first instance: 
YBO TDO RF
Box 3437 Main Road
Bejing
Telephone calls refunded 

Dog Poo
Why oh why do people get so incenc-
esed about dog poo in the country 
side?  We can all understand the rea-
sons for urban based laws, dog popu-
lations, public parks and the pavement 
make the concept of picking up the 
little unwanted parcels in plastic bags 
and throwing them in specialised bins 
a logical course of action.  But here? 
Really?  Do people not realise that 
the rural landscape is almost entirely  
made up of feaces, from the decom-
posing leaf litter through to human ma-
nure that is scattered over the fields to 
help grow our food. We start with the 
dogs then we move on to foxes, badg-
ers and cats and before we know it we 
are spending our lives picking up the 

Sleepless Easter
Hinton Parva resident and his 
friend are going to deprive them-
selves of sleep as they step out to 
help two charities.
Phil Horwood and Pete Leavy are 
aiming to walk 184 miles along the 
Thames Path on Easter weekend to 
raise money for Save The Children 
and the Prospect Hospice.
To make it more challenging they are 
attempting to walk as far as they can 
without sleep, taking only occasional 
five minute rests.
The pair have been preparing for the 
walk by exercising, but are not sure 
how the sleep deprivation will affect 
them and think it will be more of a 
mental challenge than a physical one.
Phil, who moved to Hinton Parva in 
December said: “We wanted to do 
something that is a real challenge for 
two really good causes.
“Prospect is the big charity in Swin-
don and they provide amazing care.  

Hinton Parva Card 
& Scrapbook Club
Come along to our new club. Make 
your own handmade cards and use 
your photos to make treasured memo-
ries in the form of scrapbook pages.  
Each month we make at least three 
cards or two cards and a scrapbook 
page.  The materials, ideas and tea / 
coffee and cake are provided, you 
just need to bring your imagination 
and £500. Everyone welcome. We 
meet at 7.30 to 9.30pm at the Hin-
ton Parva village hall on the first 
Wednesday of each month. 
See website or Village Hall bookings,  
page 4, for dates.

Janette Cowie

My brother and dad both spent time 
there so it is something that is close 
to my heart.  The second charity is 
Save The Children, which a lot of peo-
ple don’t realise, do a lot of work in 
this country and I think it is a really 
good charity to support.
“I have walked from Swansea to 
Swindon before so it is something 
I am used to, but that was over four 
days and we were sleeping each night 
so it wasn’t as much of a challenge.
“I learnt a lot of lessons from it be-
cause I wore walking boots instead 
of trainers and ended up getting a lot 
of blisters so I will make sure I make 
changes this time.
“All donations, even the smallest, will 
be greatly welcomed and appreciated.”
By the time you read this they would 
have completed their walk but you 
can still make a donation to the intred-
pid duo’s cause at www.virginmon-
eygiving.com/philandpeteslongwalk

Carline Horwood

excretia of other organisms.  The wars 
that build up between neighbours over 
poo are nothing short of incredulous. 
all that is need is a bit of respect, try 
not to let your dog defecate on some-
one else’s property and don’t get too 
irate if you find a little poo on your 
lawn. there is plenty of open space, 
fields, combs and the like. So if you 
see that your canine needs to go lets 
just leave it in the hedgerows without 
plastic wrapping, so that the country 
can remain rural with the remarks of 
that good clean country air as soon as 
you walk past a farm, muck spreader 
or stables.

Jonathon Boon

Ratcatcher
The Pied Piper of Hinton

 In Hinton Parva we now have a 
 specialist Rat Catcher - all enquiries 
 considered (trained by the RSPH)
 Repy Whitehall 1212 
 or Box XYZ otherwise ex-directory



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

• Pruning and Shaping
• Felling and Removal
• Hedge Cutting
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

THE HARROW INN
at Wanborough

Along with 3 wood burning fires, which on cold days are regu-
larly topped up and give a nice warm welcome, there is a friendly 
relaxed atmosphere.  Whether you choose to eat in the bar or the 
restaurant, there is something for everybody’s taste.  All our food 
is sourced locally where possible and everything is cooked fresh 
on the premises (even our delicous puddings)

9.00am - 11.00pm Monday to Thursday
9.00am - Midnight Friday and Saturday

10.00am - 10.30pm Sunday

High Street Wanborough, Swindon, SN4 0AE 01793 791 792
theharrowwanborough.co.uk  info@theharrowwanborough.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991

Richard Griffiths
Building Services

Iris Cottage, 
Lower Wanborough

01793 791 581
07768 448 666

richgriffiths@rocketmail.com



Wanborough Gardening Club

Flower Arranging Master class

7.30 p.m. Monday 8th April
A practical, hands-on workshop by David Martin  of 
Evolution Floristry, Royal Wootton Bassett.  

An opportunity to learn/improve your skills in as-
sembling beautiful table-top flower decorations.  
Cost is just £5.00 for WGC members and £8.00 
for guests and non-members.  David will provide the 
flowers, greenery and Oasis, you need only bring 
along the container into which to show your deco-
ration plus any additional items you may wish to in-
clude: candles, holders, additional foliage, other 
decoration etc.  

Numbers are limited so pre-booking 
and pre-payment is strongly recom-
mended to avoid disappointment.  

Contact: 

Rosemary or Martin Savage Tel. 790 151 
    e-mail weatmarshlea@phonecoop.coop 
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Bishopstone Gardening club 
The gardening season didn’t get off 
to the great start we had hoped when 
Chris Smith, our speaker on Herit-
age Fruit and Vegetables, cancelled 
his talk on 13th March due to having 
the ’flu. Sincere apologies to all who 
had been looking forward to his talk - 
we will endeavour to reschedule with 
Chris later in the year.
However, make sure that you put 
10th April in your diaries for the next 
meeting when Eva Rogers will be 
running a very hands-on, interactive 
session on propagation - bring along 
any plants that you would like advice 
on how to propogate and perhaps 
spare seeds so that we can do some 
seed swapping. 
And please keep the Gardening Soci-
ety in mind for any extra plants that 
you could donate for the Plant Sale 
on 18th May.
We hope to be able to add informa-
tion about the Garden Club on the 
new village website in due course, 
but in the meantime email us with 
any queries on gardensoc@hotmail.
co.uk or call Chris 790 106

James’s Landscaping
& Gardening Service

Grass cutting, Hedge Trimming
Small trees, Clearances

Garden Maintenance

Hard Landscaping
Fencing, Gates,Paths & Paving

Locally based in Wanborough
For quotations, bookings 

or information
  Please telephone

James Robb 07863 599 991

©

who want to take advantage of an-
nual £5.00 membership, but everyone 
is welcome and for £2.00 you can 
come as a visitor to any event that 
appeals to you. 

Bishopstone & District Gardening 
Society Schedule of Events 2013
Wednesday 10th April 7.30pm 
Eva Rogers
Propagation – Seeds and Vegetative – 
A Hands On Talk!
Wednesday 8th May 7.30pm 
David Taylor
All you’ve ever wanted to know 
about Pelargoniums 
Saturday 18th May 10.00am 
Plant Sale
Wednesday 12th June 7.30pm 
Davina Wynne-Jones
Growing Herbs for Health
Thursday 4th July 
Timings TBC 
An evening touring the beautiful 
gardens & smithy of Pam Lewis in 
Marston, Devizes, with supper.
 

Saturday 14th  September 
The Annual Show
Details later.

Wednesday 9th October 7.30pm
Robert Mattock
The Care & Planting of Roses & Rose 
Re-plant Disorder – An Interactive 
Talk
Wednesday 13th November 7.30pm
Pot Luck Supper, Quiz and AGM



 

Forest Nursery, Pre-School 
& After School Club

Giving your children the best start in life 
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Please contact us on :   (01793) 790 271
Or visit our website :   
www.hillsboroughdaynursery.co.uk
Hillsborough Day Nursery, 
Pre School and After School Club, Bishopstone, SN6 8PW
*Flexible Government Funding for 3 to 4 Year olds through Early Years Funding

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading for 40 years - 1972-2012

Easter Holiday Programme
“Football skills, outdoor cooking, wood-
land craft, camouflage fun, camp fire, den 
building  and Easter Egg Hunt. 
Telephone for details and programme 
dates.  Everyone from babies to 12 years 
old welcome.”



the usual gaggle of interesting stuff, 
come and have a look, come for 
lunch or a drink. Food in the garden 
whatever the weather.
Other dates—Pig Racing on June 2nd, 
a bit like last year. I ought to warn 
the Cues Lane mafia that we have 
applied to close the road for the af-
ternoon, via the council offices, so if 
you object, let them know—or me. 
On line Tote betting, topless betting 
assistants, drink and food, almost to-
tal debauchery if we can achieve it. 
And some pigs, currently in training.
Not much going on really.

Tim Finney 
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
 o     Free range Tamworth pork
 o     Free range chicken
 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

Anybody out there worked out how 
long it takes to eat a Macdonalds and 
chips and a flurry McD powdered 
and primped shake?  Well I reckon 
it takes about the time to drive from 
watchfield, down Shriv high street, 
left onto the B4000, right at Fern 
Farm, left onto the Bourton Road, 
and you should finish it by the time 
you take the Bishopstone turning.  So 
when you’ve finished it, you can then 
chuck the entire packaging and any 
muck you’ve chosen not to eat out of 
the car window into the verge. For me 
to look at and occasionally pick up.
And then do it at least once a week? 
Someone does! Might be the same 
person that spent some time sawing 
off the wooden legs of our pub sign 
at the end of the road, in order to steal 
the trailer it was attached to; possibly 
even the person who STILL dumps 
his empty whisky and wine bot-
tles in the pub car park, even though 
the council, modern people, offer to 
take it away from your front door.
There.  That’s better.  Come and en-
joy the pub, and share your own rants 
with me.  Or if you want to behave, 
take your kids on an easter egg hunt 
on Easter Sunday, 10.30am, meet at 
offices in Cues Lane. £5/family or car 
or sensible group. Tractor and trailer. 
Expect appalling weather, always.
Or clear Cues Lane for our annual 
Drive it Day—Sunday 21st April, 

The Royal Oak Diary The Bishopstone Bottle 
Dumper Replies:
Dear sir / madam
I have contemplated writing this to 
Trip Advisor, but there are two Roy-
al Oaks in Bishopstone and I don’t 
have the time to find out which one 
to write on.  I am extremely disap-
pointed in the Royal Oak’s service 
in the last few months in respect of 
collecting my empty bottles and have 
no option but to vent my anger on 
your pages.
For years, the Royal Oak provided 
in their car park suitable recycling 
containers, which were emptied each 
week without fail.  It is the service 
that one would expect from the vil-
lage pub, and I would suspect also 
quite lucrative, given the 10p they 
can get for every bottle.  But now 
that red-trouser-wearing-luvvie takes 
over, he firstly removes the recycling 
containers, meaning that I need to 
fork out 5p for a decent carrier bag 
from Sainsbury’s, and then he can 
go many a week without collecting 
them!  It’s all very well mentioning 
orange boxes and every Friday, but 
I’m busy Fridays, orange is not my 
colour, and the pub should surely be 
able to work around that.
They Royal Oak should remember 
that they are not the only provider 
in this area.  I understand there is a 
superb facility in town, which also 
awards Clubcard points.  But I’d much 
prefer to support local businesses 
when I can.
I expect, therefore, a punctual serv-
ice to resume and the containers to be 
reinstated.  We don’t just do this for 
fun, you know.
Yours,

Angry of the Wynces 

Red Nose News
Good news, my bellringing raised 
£90.00 and  we got our Quarter Peal 
at Longcot.  There was another Red 
Nose Quarter in Shrivenham in the 
morning, which brought in £12.00.. 
… so double what I set out to raise!

Jane M cCutchan

Editorial Note
We’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank Tim for his amazing 
punctuality.  For many weeks 
deadlines have been hot topic 
over the dinner table, never be-
fore have we had an article sent 
in so promptly after the proof 
reading and before printing.

 

“Damn you Finney!!”
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Andy Crawford
08000 350 141
07711 376 093

andrew.crawford790@btinternet.com

School of Motoring

Please contact:
Richard Polatch

Hinton Parva
01793 791 722 or 07971 310 619

info@parvalogs.co.uk
www.parvalogs.co.uk

PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

 92 Ermin Steet
 Stratton St.Margaret
 Swindon
 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

            24 hour service

Delivered in bags or by the load
Lengths to fit open fires or log burners

SEASONED  HARDWOOD  LOGS
FOR SALE
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And Finally...............
Not unusually I’m starting with  apol-
ogies.  Firstly I forgot to change the 
100s Club title, in the March issue 
it was the February winners not the 
December ones.  Also the mobile li-
brary did not appear on 27th March, I 
know, I waited for it!  Apparently it 
had to go in for it’s MOT. 
I have had a terrible time with the 
April newsletter, waiting for copy 
that arrived or didn’t arrive on the 
last moment, so I used my waiting 
and frustration time on spring clean-
ing and now my kitchen is pristine.  I 
boasted of this to a friend adding that 
I also know my library card number 
off by heart.  She looked at me with 
profound sadness - And I thought that 
I knew you ,she said. 
Finally, if there have been any slightly 

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

odd articles or ads in this edition of the 
newsletter, I wish to state quite cate-
gorically that they have nothing to do 
with me - it must be the time of year.
mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 
website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 

Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
ContACt 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

Snippets of Down Under
ANZAC Day
Anzac Day is a national day of remembrance in Australia and New Zealand, commemorated on 25th April to honour the 
members of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZACs) who fought at Gallipoli during World War I.  It 
is a revered Public Holiday and it has become more so over the years.  Retail hours and sporting events cannot begin 
before 1.00p.m.  Anzac Day marks the anniversary of a campaign that led to major casualties for Australia and New 
Zealand in 1915.  However, today it more generally commemorates all those who served and died in military operations 
for the country.  On ANZAC day, dawn ceremonies are held in towns and cities throughout Australia to acknowledge 
the service of veterans in honour of the dawn landing at Gallipoli in 1915.  
Anzac biscuits are popular in Australia and made with rolled oats, flour, sugar, coconut, butter, golden syrup, bi-carb 
and boiling water.  Anzac biscuits have long been associated with the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps estab-
lished in World War I.  I remember learning that the sweet biscuits we consume today were initially derived from the 
hard, tasteless biscuits issued to soldiers by the Army, referred to as “Anzac tiles” or “Anzac wafers”. They were cre-
ated by a team of women on the home-front who were searching for a solution to a sweeter biscuit that could be easily 
transported to their men on the front line in comfort packs. The biscuits were packed into tins to keep them airtight on 
their long journey to the serving soldiers.
ANZAC Biscuits
Ingredients:  (I use digital scales to measure – for more 
consistent results) 
1 cup soft brown sugar (160 gms), ½ cup desiccated coco-
nut (45 gms), 1 cup plain flour (150 gm), 1 cup porridge oats 
(100 gm), 125 gms butter, 2 Tabs golden syrup (40 gms), 
20 mls water, ½ teasp bi-carb soda. 

Method
1. Set oven at 160°C and grease baking trays.
2. Mix sugar, coconut, flour and oats in a bowl.  
3. In a saucepan melt butter, golden syrup and water.  Add bi-carb soda, stir well.
4. Pour butter mixture over dry ingredients and mix well.
5. Take a dessertspoon of mixture, roll into ball, flatten slightly, place on greased trays.
6. Bake (10-12 mins), leave on tray for 3 mins, then transfer to cooling racks.
7. When cold store in an airtight container.

 Regards, Helen Evans ( aussiehelen59@gmail.com )


