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Who cares about the weather?

The Raffle Winners: Pam Deal  
massage with Minty; Maggie Craw-
ford - the kindle; Sarah Hall - Boden 
voucher; Ms Parsley - Voucher for a 
night, dinner, bed and breakfast at the 
Rose & Crown; Paul Hibbs - Royal 
Oak voucher; Phil Rudman - Bees 
organic beer; Jonathon Boon - £20 at 
the treatment rooms at Shrivenham;
Fusca Cresswell Turner - Wash 
Cut Blow dry and pedicure at 
Steventon Reeves; Syd Simp-
son - Goody bag of cosmetics. 
Dog show results (hopefully cor-
rect) Quickest dog of the day around 

the fun agility course: 1 -  Abby 
& Sophie, winning a six week 
agility course with Abbey Dog; 
2 - Kathleen & Buzz; 3 - Becky 
& Rubix.
Quickest dog of the day over 
the jumps: 1 -Kathleen & Buzz;
2 - Lorna & Beano; 3 - Abby & 
Sophie;
Dog with the waggiest 
tail: 1 - Alex & Rubix; 2 - Con-
ta & Tigger; 3 - Becky & Tilly;
Prettiest Bitch (female dogs only):
1 - Holly & Florence; 2 - Lucas & 
Tia; Joint 3rd - Jake & Seven and 
Jemma & Flo.
Dog who looks most like owner: 

1 - Holly & Florence; 2 - Lorna & Tia;
Best trick (for those who didn’t know 
a trick, a lesson was given on trick 
training, by Rachel, between show-
ers) 1 - Conta & Tigger (put ‘em up 
& ‘dead’); 2 - Kathleen & Buzz (tidy 
up your toys); 3 - Hannah & Buddy 
(put ‘em up’).           Continue page 3
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN JULY
       
        Sunday                       7th July	   10.30am   Family Communion                       		  Bishopstone
         6th Sunday after Trinity		      6.00pm   Evensong                                 		  Wanborough        
        Sunday                     14th July           8.30am   Holy Communion         			   Bishopstone                     
         7th Sunday after Trinity                     10.30am   Family Communion                            	 Lyddington
	                    			     12.30pm  Baptism					     Wanborough
        Tuesday                    16th July             6.00pm  George Gibbs prize giving service  		  Wanborough
         Friday                     19th July              6.00pm  School Leavers service 			   Wanborough
        Sunday                      21st July         10.30am    Family Communion                   		  Wanborough
         8th Sunday after Trinity                       6.00pm   Songs of Praise to            			   Hinton Parva
						             celebrate St. Swithun’s Day
        Sunday                      28th July	     8.30am   Holy Communion                        	 Lyddington    
         9th Sunday after Trinity                     10.30am   Holy Communion                       		  Hinton Parva
        Sunday                      30th June	   10.30am   United Benefice Service                             	 Bishopstone
          5th Sunday after Trinity		                     Followed by a Picnic around the Pond
					         2.00pm   Wedding					     Lyddington  
        Sunday                        4th August	   10.30am   Family Communion                                    	 Bishopstone
        10th Sunday after Trinity		      6.00pm Evensong                                                   	 Wanborough

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Can you believe it?  We have already 
passed the longest day and are head-
ing now towards the shortest.  Where 
does the time go, how can the year 
have passed so quickly, and what have 
we seen and done in that time?
For all of us there will have been 
high spots and low times, and that 
is true for our communities as well. 
Recently we have had fetes in our 
villages, times of coming together, 
sharing together and enjoying time 
together.  Many people have given 
willingly of their time and talents to 
ensure the wider community can en-
joy these occasions.  We say thank 
you to them all.
At the same time our communities 
have been shaken by the deaths of 
young people.  Families have been 
shocked and are grieving and it has 
been truly humbling to see the sup-
port they have been given by the 
wider community.  Thank you to you 
all for the real sense of being a wider 
family coming together to give the 
help and care that is so essential.
We are privileged to live in villages 
that have not outgrown true neigh-
bourliness.  We may not be in one an-
other’s homes all the time, but we are 
there for one another – in good and in 

sad times.  No matter how little we 
think we have helped, it all adds up 
to a great sense of belonging.
In all of these occasions the Church 
has been present.  Yes, much of the 
money raised at our fetes has ben-
efitted the Church, and thank you for 
your generosity.  Yes, the Church has 
been there to give comfort during 
the sad and difficult times.  We have 
welcomed many of you into them 
over the past month. 
As a Church we are there for you and 
it is a great privilege to welcome you 
into them, It is also a great privilege 
to be set in the midst of our com-
munities as a sign of God’s presence 
with us.  A permanent reminder that 
God is there to share in both our 
happy and sad occasions.  Thank You 
God!
With love

Sandy
Our New Vicar - Vacancy Update 
Following the Benefice Team meet-
ing on 9th May at Wanborough and 
with the outline approval of the Dean-
ery Leadership team granted at their 
meeting on 13th May, a job descrip-
tion, person specification and profile 
of the revised post has been complet-
ed by your parish representatives with 
the help of the Area Dean - Simon 
Stevenette and our Leadership De-

velopment Advisor - George Rendell.
The primary role of the post will be 
as Priest in Charge in the four vil-
lages within the Benefice tasked with 
building up the existing four congre-
gations, developing Lay Ministry and 
to reach out to the unrealised poten-
tial in the wider Benefice community.  
He or she will also take a leading role 
in planning the strategy for Christian 
ministry to the new housing estates 
likely to be built on the fringes of the 
Benefice in the coming years.
Their additional duties will be as 
the Deanery Missioner.   There is 
an important role in helping leaders 
and churches to discern the ways in 
which God is at work in their local 
context and then discovering the best 
way to forward that work.
The new Priest in Charge and Swin-
don Deanery Missioner would be ex-
pected to spend the majority of their 
time, including Sundays, in the four 
Villages and the remainder with col-
leagues in the East Swindon clus-
ter, the Deanery Leadership team, 
Deanery Chapter and Synod helping 
to develop mission.
At the time of writing (2nd June), the 
job description, person specification, 
profile and advert for the revised post 
are due to be considered by the Dio-
cese Strategy team at their meeting 
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If You Need to Get in Touch 
with the Church….
With the Vicar’s retirement, he won’t 
be at The Vicarage to be contacted 
with enquiries.
But church life will continue 
as normally as possible.
If you have an enquiry, please contact 
one of the following:
For St. Swithun’s, Hinton  –  
the Churchwarden – 
Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

Church Warden Emeritus -
Toby Ford                          790264 
For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone –  
the Churchwarden - 
Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1996@btinternet.com

For enquiries about Weddings or 
Baptisms – 
Marguerite Seaward (Secretary)  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative School Gov
ernor at Bishopstone School
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members
Alan Taylor (Chairman)                          

07703 162 523
r2attaylor@aol.com

Joanna Jenkins (Vice Chairman)           
01793 790 545

joannajenkins@hotmail.co.uk
Mr Paul Bailey (Treasurer)       

paulbailey@dial.pipex.com                
01793 790 103

Joy Ball                       01793 790 293
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com

  Cleaning Rota          St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone  
         July				    Maggie Gill & Jane Golding	
         August				    Liz Warrick & Jane Manktelow	
         September				   Joanna Jenkins & Sarah Bally	
         October				    Joan Morris & Jill Rankin	
         November				   Jill King & Doris Brown	
         December				   Ray & Mary Darling	

From the Benefice Register
 

  Wedding 
   St. Andrew’s Wanborough      
			       25th  May  Samuel Pruchase & Kathryn Partridge

  Funerals
   St. Andrew’s Wanborough   
			       28th May   Geoffrey Peter Kirby              aged 81
                                           29th May   Jack Stephen Bernard Savage aged 20   
    St. Mary’s Bishopstone  
                                           30th May   Alex Mitchell                          aged 32

St Swithun’s Day Songs of Praise
6.00pm      21st  July Hinton Parva Church

 

If anyone has a special or loved hymn that that they wish be included in this 
service, John Godfree will research it’s origin.  Please give a short explana-
tion of why the hymn is so special to you, such as a cherished memory or an 
occasion that you have attended, this will be read out.  If you have a favourite 
bible reading or poem and would be willing to read it at the service that would 
be great.  Deadline for requests 23rd June.

email colinspeedway@aol.com telephone 791 242

Next Benefice Team 
Open Meeting

7.30pm Wednesday 10th July  
St Mary’s Bishopstone 

Beginning with a short service of 
worship lead by Rev S Railton.

Wanted  
Cleaners for St. Mary’s, Bishopstone 

St Mary’s Church has a monthly rota of cleaners which for many years has 
worked really well, but some of these cleaners have also been doing it for 
many, many years.  More volunteers are greatly needed.  This grand old build-
ing has been at the spiritual and physical heart of the village for nearly a thou-
sand years and, no matter what your religious beliefs are (or are not), helping 
to keep it in good order is very rewarding and satisfying.  You can bring your 
children and it is more fun to do it with a friend or neighbour.  If you can 
spare a few hours just once or twice a year please contact:

Joanna Jenkins - 790 545 
the cleaning can be done during the week, at weekends, or in the evening – 
whatever time suits you best. 

on Tuesday 4th June and on approval 
will lead to the paperwork being cir-
culated to the PCCs for approval and 
then the post being advertised from 
14th to 27th June.  
Assuming there are applicants this 
time, their shortlisting is due to take 
place on 12th July and interviews for 
shortlisted candidates are scheduled 
for 26th July.
Alan Taylor - On behalf of the Benefice 
Team

Contimued from front page
Most handsome dog (male dogs 
only): 1 - Hannah & Buddy; 2 - 
Neave & Basil; 3 - Alex & Beano.
Dog the judge would most like to 
take home: 1 - Buddy; 2 - Sophie;
3 - Beano.
We must thank Rachel from Abbey 
Dog Training for all her help.  BUT 
the biggest thank you is to Conta for 
organising the fete which so far has 
made £3,500 



Tuesday          2th 	               School   1.00 - 4.00pm           Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday     3rd	               School   1.00 - 3.00pm                                                 
Thursday        4th               Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am    			        Gardening Society    7.30pm
Tuesday          9th 	               School   1.00 - 4.00pm           Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday   10th	               School   1.00 - 3.00pm			            
Thursday      11th        Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am			       WI 7.30pm
Saturday       13th               Party		           10.00 -  2.00pm  Quiz 4.00 - 7.00pm
Tuesday        16th	           School  1.00 - 4.00pm             Ballet   4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm 
Wednesday   17th                     School  1.00 - 3.00pm  
Thursday      18th              Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am
Tuesday        23rd                                 School   1.00 - 4.00pm            Ballet   4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday   24th             	         School   1.00 - 3.00pm		
Thursday      25th       Mothers & Toddlers     9.30 - 11.00am
Tuesday        30th								              Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
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Bishopstone Village Hall  - July
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like 
to make a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.
co.nr to send us an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. 
We will get back to you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message 
giving an alternative number to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village 
hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.

Bridge           		    Friday        5th, 12th, 19th & 26th              7.30pm
Parish Council 		    Monday       1st                                            7.00pm
Card Making		   Wednesday   3rd			          7.30pm 
WI Afternoon Tea	  Wednesday  10th 			           3.00pm
Private Parties, Meetings etc welcome. Catering may be available . Free 
Parking  
          Please note the new Booking Secretary is Kate Wright - 791 399

£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva £8.00 per 
hour for those living outside the parish

Hinton Parva Village Hall 
Bookings  – July

Dates for your Diary   
3rd August - Annual Flower, Pro-
duce and Craft  Show     
15th August - Robin Cardwell brings 
his Soulmen Singers. Advance tick-
ets only, limited availability for this 
much awaited performance, wine & 
refreshment at interval.  £7.00.   
7th September - Breakfast: Cafe 
Style, 8.00am  - 10.00am  All  welcome
19th October - New Formula  Fun 
Quiz Night with Supper  

...Thursday 21stNovember 6.00 pm - 8.30 pm
1st of September
Bookings taken from the people who read this mag. 
1st of October.
Bookings opened to those from surrounding area 

For more information and to reserve your space,
please contact: Chris Thomas 01793 790 106

The Craft Fair is coming !!!! Hinton Parva 
Annual  Flower, 
Produce & Craft  

Show  

Saturday 3rd August 
Hinton Village Hall

4.00pm

It will be held on.........
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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Mobile Library
 Wednesday 3rd, 17  & 21stJuly
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a cof-
fee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

As many of you know, Alex passed 
away suddenly on 14th May and has 
left a large void in our lives.  Alex 
was always smiling and happy and 
this is how we will remember him. 
He was generous, kind hearted, quick 
witted and brought joy and laughter 
to the lives of many.  In his death, 
we are all reminded that the world 
can be cruel and unfair.  Let us all 
continue to share our light and love 
with family, friends, colleagues and 
even strangers on the bus, as Alex 
always did.
We would like to thank everyone who 
attended Alex’s funeral, sent condo-
lence cards and passed on their best 
wishes.  Special thanks to Jo Sel-
bourne, Joanna Jenkins and the True 
Heart for allowing us to use their 
premises for additional parking on 
the day of the funeral.  We have been 
overwhelmed by the support and kind-
ness of so many from Bishopstone 
and the local villages.
Donations received so far, for the 
Tuberous Sclerosis Association, to-
tal £1,500.  If anyone would like to 
make a donation, this can be done 
c\o Co-Operative Funeral Care in 
Cricklade Road.
With thanks and best wishes,
Jim, Sandra, Adrian & Dale Mitchell

Bishopstone 100 club
June Winners

 1st     34     David Wray 
2nd   76     Keith & Julie Gibbison

 3rd   93     John le Coyte 
The club is to support Bishop-
stone Village Hall and you have 
a chance to win £20, £10 or £5 
each month. 

Contact: Jo Selbourne 790 485

In Memory of Alex Mitchell50 Years of Flowers for 
St. Mary’s Church
On behalf of all those many people, 
past and present, who have wor-
shipped at St. Mary’s Church or been 
involved in any way, I’d like to thank 
Margaret Gill very much indeed for 
so quietly and beautifully taking care 
of the flowers for the last 50 years. 
It’s been a wonderful contribution 
that has brought great pleasure to 
countless people.
We’re hoping (with Margaret’s sup-
port) to start a new flower arranging 
rota in the autumn and Chris Tho-
mas has kindly agreed to take on 
the organisation of this for the time 
being. You do not need to be an ex-
pert flower arranger at all, or to be a 
Churchgoer, just someone who en-
joys flowers and would appreciate 
helping to decorate a lovely, gentle 
old building. 
If anyone is at all interested do please 
contact;
	  Chris 790 106 
       or Joanna 790 545 
We look forward to hearing from you.

Joanna Jenkins

Sue Walton, One of Bish-
opstone’s Longest Serving 
Headteachers Retires
Having devoted over 24 years to 
Bishopstone Primary School, Sue 
has touched the lives of generations 
of children and their parents and  
we are very sad to say farewell to 
her in her current role, working tire-
lessly, as pillar of the community, 
to help so many people in so many 
ways.  It is fair to say that few face 
such a high degree of expectation 
from so wide a range of people.
Her talent for managing a swathe 
of challenges along with her broad 
range of skills have served us well.  
Where many might have found this 
workload to be altogether too much, 
Sue has demonstrated tireless stami-
na and that rare ability to step up to 
the mark regardless of how outland-
ish or far-fetched the demands have 
been.  One need only think back to 
the Independence Day celebrations 
in the 1990s which saw the village 
turned over to a charitable marshal 
law:  A new currency was created; 
kings and queens appointed; road-
blocks established and an airforce 
deployed!
Each key moment in the life of our 
village has seen her involved in a cen-
tral role.  When fêtes, street parties, 
festivals, shows, parades, carnivals or 
may-pole dancing are called for Sue 
has willingly given of her time and en-
ergy.  That she has brought the school 
along with her on these many adven-
tures has been to it’s immense benefit.  
The widening of horizons, enhancing 
of the social skills and deepening of a 
sense of belonging that she has engen-
dered for the children is simply price-
less, and there are many grateful adults 
out there today who owe their great 
start in life to her exceptional indus-
triousness and inspiring generosity of 
spirit.
All of us at school wish Sue our very 
best for the future, a well-deserved 
rest and great success in her future 
endeavours.

Philip Anley



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991

Richard Griffiths
Building Services

Iris Cottage, 
Lower Wanborough

01793 791 581
07768 448 666

richgriffiths@rocketmail.com

SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

www.swindonski.co.uk
enquiries@swindonski.co.uk

Ian Thomas 07778 807 873



come newcomers as well as the old 
faithfuls! Entry forms and the sched-
ule will be ready during July and can 
be emailed to you: email Cheryl on 

gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk.
For those keen photographers 
amongst you the themes for this 
year’s Show are:
The British Weather; The Ridgeway;
Plants and Water; Farm Animal(s) 
and Sparkling
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James’s Landscaping
& Gardening Service

Grass cutting, Hedge Trimming
Small trees, Clearances

Garden Maintenance

Hard Landscaping
Fencing, Gates,Paths & Paving

Locally based in Wanborough
For quotations, bookings 

or information
  Please telephone

James Robb 07863 599 991

©

Bishopstone Gardening club

Wroughton Floral Art Society 
Bournemouth Trip

Saturday, 13th July
8.00am Pick up at Ellendune Centre, Wroughton

6.00pm Coach leaves Bournemouth for return journey
For those wishing to go to the National Flower Arrang-
ing Competitions or who would just like a day out at the 
seaside.  We have places available on the coach.

Coach Travel cost is just £15 per person
Competition Entry and Demonstration Tickets can be 
ordered – prices on application
For more information or to book your place please call: 

Jean Drumm 762 392 or Alison Zabell 01672 516 899

We are starting to plan for the An-
nual Show which will take place on 
14th September in Bishopstone Vil-
lage Hall. If you haven’t been before 
its certainly worth coming down for 
the afternoon - not only can you be 
impressed by the skills and creativity 
of local people but we serve tea and 
cake, auction the produce and flow-
ers and have a good chinwag gener-
ally. And if you would like to take 
part, please don’t be shy - we wel-

July Event
Bishopstone Village Hall

Thursday 4th July 6.00pm 
An evening touring the beautiful 
gardens & smithy of Pam Lewis in 
Marston, Devizes, with supper.

 £15 per head
If there’s sufficient interest may 
organise a small coach. 
Please contact 
Cheryl 791 849 or Doreen 792 965

Photographs should be max 5x7 ins 
(13x18cm), and can be mounted.
Anyone with trophies from last year, 
please return them to Keith Gibbison 
before the end of July.
Thanks to everyone for contributions 

to the Plant Sale and for coming down to purchase plants 
in May.  (see pictures).
Finally - Since the 17th century, knowledge of the use of 
herbs for health long held by white witches has faded into 
the realms of myth and magic. So how wonderful that 
Davina Wynne Jones could share her extensive knowledge 
of the remedies for ailments and good health growing 
in  our gardens and hedgerows with a group of local wise 
women at our June meeting.

Cheryl



 

Forest Nursery, Pre-School 
& After School Club

Giving your children the best start in life 
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Please contact us on :   (01793) 790 271
Or visit our website :   
www.hillsboroughdaynursery.co.uk
Hillsborough Day Nursery, 
Pre School and After School Club, Bishopstone, SN6 8PW

*Flexible Government Funding for 3 to 4 Year olds through Early Years Funding

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading for 40 years - 1972-2012

Quality childcare in our idyllically set country forest  
pre-school and nursery. Plenty of fun activities. Whole-
some home-cooked food. Funding available*. Excellent 
OFSTED report year after year....
Open as usual throughout the Summer Holidays.  All 
sorts of fun activities going on, hopefully lots of water 
play, exciting Forest experiences and games. The main 
programme will be on the website, please feel free to 
phone or email with any questions. From babies to 12 
years old welcome.



digital broadcasting system that no-
one in Cues Lane could hear, but was 
easily heard in gardens in West End.
Other village racing news—Melissa 
Watson, impeccably bred, beauti-

fully educated, reports that she had 
to change my purse, I won so much 
money, and at the age of 6 (?) she is 
considering a life of gambling, since 
that way she’ll be able to afford her 

own raspberry lemonade. She’s won 
two years in a row, and also apparent-
ly picked the Grand National winner 
this year (a different, lesser race, in 
another place).
As I write the Royal Oak garden BBQ 
and wood/pizza oven is rumbling into 
life—early plans are to run it on sun-
ny Fridays from 5.00pm, and most of 
Saturdays and Sundays, weather per-
mitting, from soon after noon till early   

evening. A cheap and delicious and 
nutritious way to feed lots of hun-

gry kids, we hope. Or you can hire 
it and the garden for your private 
party, and we’ll feed you very well.
Bottle news—while promising to 
starve the bottle man of publicity, 
several neighbours have reported 
sadness that this running sore is 
no longer part of this column. So 

to please as large a congregation as 
possible, I can report that a deposit 
of mostly  John Smiths beer cans, 
neatly tied into Waitrose bags, was 
placed in the normal spot in the car 
park earlier this week. We much en-
joyed its arrival, as you can imagine, 
and the infra red camera installation is 
almost complete.
Come and see us sometime. Things 
change every day here. We will be 
needing a couple of new chefs from 
late August onwards, if anyone knows 
anybody who might be interested.

Tim Finney
Pictures from top clockwise: About 
450 people turned up; are they 
off?;yes they are (copyright of David 
Morrison Photography Ltd.); Sir Tho-
mas Green Bt. and in centre, trainers 
Louise and Clive.
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

The Royal Oak Diary
Sir Thomas Green Bt, the official 
bookmaker to the parish of Bishop-
stone and Hinton Parva, reports 
from his Caribbean hideaway that 
trade at the annual pig racing fies-
ta in Cues Lane was brisk. I could 
only just afford the first class 
ticket, he told the village news-
letter from his poolside lounger, 
while being fed grapes by a group 
of female ad-
mirers, includ-
ing Millie and 
Tabitha. I had 
difficulty keep-
ing up with the 
punters, some 
of whom waged 
e n o r m o u s 
amounts, but 
in the end there 
was enough left over to pay off 
my bar tab. This writer adds that 
about £400 went to charity, Riding 
for the Disabled and Injured Jock-
eys Fund—or it will do when the 
pig sponsors have paid up!
In the end about 450 people turned 
up for pig racing, more than £1,200 
was wagered on seven hapless and 
one star animal, and it appears that 
449 of them enjoyed it. One unrec-
ognised man said is this it? before 
being reminded by his wife that she 
hadn’t promised him a day out at As-
cot. Thanks also to village stalwarts 
Russell and Kev for the high quality, 
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Andy Crawford
08000 350 141
07711 376 093

andrew.crawford790@btinternet.com

School of Motoring

Please contact:
Richard Polatch

Hinton Parva
01793 791 722 or 07971 310 619

info@parvalogs.co.uk
www.parvalogs.co.uk

PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

Delivered in bags or by the load
Lengths to fit open fires or log burners

SEASONED  HARDWOOD  LOGS
FOR SALE
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A huge, huge thank you 
to everybody for send-
ing in their copy so promptly, so 
that this newsletter thing goes 
to print before I rush off to Ireland.
We seem to have a largish quantity of 
pictures in this edition.  Sadly only a 
small amount of space for those taken 
of the Gardening Society plant sale. 
There were lots of photo opportuni-
ties  on that lovely sunny Sunday 
when I lost my shirt at the pig racing.  
And the fete, the least said about the 
weather on that Saturday the better.  
Tom took 151 pictures so it has taken 
quite a while to whittle them down.  I 
must deploy the troops to put some of 
them on the website.  
So, tomorrow, Dublin here I come to 
see what Thing1 has been up to, over 

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

the past year.  Having finished his art 
degree I’m hoping that he about to 
keep the Boon family in the manner to 
which the wish to become accustomed.

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 
website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 

Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

Snippets of Down Under

Two Christmas celebrations in a year!  I am sure the thought of an-
other opportunity to enjoy Christmas sounds very exciting for some 
of you and yet it causes others to shudder.  In Australia it has become 
increasingly popular to celebrate Christmas in July.  Even though I 
do know a family who genuinely have their Christmas in the mid-
dle of the year it is not commonly celebrated in family homes.  It 
tends to be far more commercial or just a great excuse for friendship 
groups to have a party.  At one of the schools I worked at we always 
had a Christmas in July event.  It was fun to plan and enjoy a festive 
break and a Kris Kringle present arrangement would be organised.  
This was an enjoyable shopping experience as you were shopping 

for one gift during a less crowded shopping period.  However, the main reason for anyone to celebrate Christ-
mas in July is the opportunity to eat traditional British Christmas foods in winter, to actually enjoy all those won-
derful hot foods in cold weather.  I must admit I did look forward to the mulled wine, roast turkey, vegetables 
and trimmings and my absolute favourite, a flaming & hot plum pudding with custard on a cold day which is so 
much more suited to this menu.
A vegetable commonly served with a roast meal in Australia is pumpkin.  I have an experience of serving it with the 
Sunday Roast when I worked as a housekeeper in Gloucestershire in 1986 and was severely chastised by the Lady of 
the Manor for serving ‘pig food’ to her guests.   Since moving to the UK 
we have served it to quite a few English friends who mention that they 
have never tried it so I thought I would share my very simple recipe for 
delicious roast pumpkin or squash.  To serve 4 – you will need 900gm 
(2lb) pumpkin or squash, 4 tbsp olive oil, 25 gm (1 oz) butter, salt & pep-
per, 4 sprigs of thyme and 6 cloves garlic sliced finely.  Peel and cut the 
pumpkin into serving sizes.  In the oven gently heat oil and butter in a 
roasting pan.  Add pumpkin and scatter with thymes leaves, salt and pep-
per – turn the pumpkin to ensure that they are covered in oil, leaves and 
seasoning.  Bake in a moderate oven 30-35 minutes, basting occasionally 
until tender and slightly caramelized.  Sprinkle over the garlic 15 minutes 
into the cooking time.                     (Pumpkin top left, roast pumpkin right)

Christmas in July

And Finally..........
Helen Evans (aussiehelen59@gmail.com)


