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So here I am, six plane rides, 
£4,000 raised and several nas-
ty leech bites later, gone into 
the jungle a boy and emerged, 
well, a slightly muddier, 
smellier boy.
I set out on the 15th July for an 
eight hour flight to Dubai, an-
other eight hours to Brunei, then 
another hour to Kota Kinabalu 
(KK). Our first stop was Bata 
Puteh, in the heart of the jun-
gle, where I started the project 
work. We cleared overgrown forest 
and planted 300 trees in a day. Our 
camp was the first real taste of Bor-

neo – with many a leech and fire ant 
to give us a warm welcome. With 
most of our home comforts gone (no 
showers, electricity, flushing toilets, 
varied food etc), and the hard work, 
we really banded together as a group. 
There were people from three differ-
ent schools plus a couple of teachers 
and an ex-army group leader, Paul. 

I was the youngest and one of four 
people from the Ridegeway School.
Our second camp Tinagol was 45 min-
utes walk from a village. We worked 
on a local kindergarten and grand-
stand, both of which were projects 
started by Camps International to 
help the village modernise. Borneo 
has a lot of 21st century technology 
yet there is little in the way of modern 
facilities for the people. Water isn’t 
clean and yet you’d see a 4X4 drive 
past on an unmade road. We saw kids 
playing amongst the rubbish, so de-
spite cleaning the village not being 
fun, it was a rewarding experience.
At the Sepilok Orang Utan Sanctuary, 
a fenced off part of the forest, we saw 
orang utans that had been, or were be-
ing rehabilitated and it was incredible 
to see them in their natural habitat. It 
was the only time we saw these mag-
nificent animals because during the 
jungle trek they stayed well hidden. 
The trek itself was five days through 
the jungle, led by local guides. With 
no real path the guides had to use 
‘parangs’ (machetes) to find a way 
through. Our five-star accommoda-
tion was a hammock with mosquito 
net, and a tarpaulin to keep the leaves, 

Jake Went Ape........... 28 Days Later
rain and giant beetles out. The gen-
tle sway of the hammock, the back-
ground bug noise and the occasional 

downpour onto the tarp actually 
provided a very good nights 
sleep – so much so that on the 
first day I slept for 13 hours and 
missed dinner!  We didn’t see 
many animals on the trek – with 
25 teenagers coming towards 
them they had the sense to hide. 
But we did see a lot of bugs, 
some the size of my hand.
Then it was our final camp, at 
Bongkud. This was in the heart 

of the village and our work was on 
the community centre and building 
a fence. Here I learned how to make 
concrete and some good building 
skills. After the trek this final week 
was tough, but spirits were high. In the 
village was an orphanage and some of 
the work was helping to teach local 
kids basic English and numbers. Be-
ing integrated so closely with a com-
munity was an incredible experience. 
The people were so welcoming and 
friendly and played a lot of practical 
jokes on us.
Again I want to say a massive thank 
you to everyone who helped me get 
onto this amazing, one in a lifetime 
trip. I’ll never forget the things I’ve 
seen, the friends I’ve made and hope-
fully I’ve made a bit of a difference to 
the lives of some really lovely people at 
the other side of the planet.

Jake Simpson

Bishopstone and Hinton Parva col-
lected £448.44.  Thank you so much 
to everybody for their support.
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN OCTOBER

        Sunday                   6th October       10.30am          Harvest Service                                        Bishopstone
         19th Sunday after Trinity                    6.00pm          Evensong                                                  Wanborough
         Tuesday                8th October          7.30pm,         Licensing Service    Wanborough
         Sunday               13th October          8.30am          Holy Communion            Bishopstone                     
         20th Sunday after Trinity                    9.30               Holy Communion         Hinton Parva
                                                                  11.00               Family Communion           Wanborough
                                                                    6.00               Holy Communion            Lyddington
        Sunday                 20th October       10.30am          Family Communion                    Wanborough
         21st Sunday after Trinity                    6.00pm          Evensong               Hinton Parva
        Sunday                 27th October         8.30am          Holy Communion                 Lyddington    
         Last Sunday after Trinity                 10.30am          Holy Communion                         Hinton Parva                                                                   
 

        Sunday                   3rd November   10.30am          Family Communion      Bishopstone
         4h Sunday before Advent    6.00pm           All Souls Service   Wanborough

     

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Here we are in October when sum-
mer blooms are nearly over and the 
garden is being prepared for late au-
tumn and the coming winter. Our 
harvest services have been celebrated 
with one more to go - in St Mary’s 
Bishopstone on 6th October at 10.30 
and you are all very welcome.
We have given thanks for the boun-
ty of the harvest and all the gifts of 
God’s creation – the beauty of the 
countryside, the produce of farms 
and gardens, the variety of colourful 
flowers, the abundance of fruit, the 
rain and the sun.
And our Benefice Pet Service on the 
last Sunday in September celebrated 
and gave thanks for our pets, our live-
stock and working animals. A joy-
ful service with a mixture of voices!
October also sees the Church celebrat-
ing a popular saint, who is remembered 
for his love of God’s creation and crea-
tures - St Francis of Assisi. There are 
many stories of Francis’ rapport with 
animals and birds, he wouldn’t even 
tread on an ant. No surprise that he is 
the patron saint of animals, but he also 
praised God for all of creation includ-
ing sun, moon, stars, wind, water, fire, 
and earth.  We are reminded that we 
all have a responsibility to help look 
after and care for our world and the 
beauty of creation.
Most of the children in the schools 

where I have taken assemblies over 
the years know that one of the things 
that makes me really angry is seeing 
people dropping litter, or following 
a car where the driver throws out the 
empty can of drink and the wrappings 
of a sandwich or burger. Is it so dif-
ficult to take litter home with you 
or stop where there is a rubbish bin? 
Then there are the big items you 
sometimes see on the side of the road 
or over the hedge of a farm – three-
piece suites, fridges etc. Why do 
people do it? If they can carry the 
items to dump them then surely they 
can take them to the tip.
Having got that off my chest, there is 
much to be positive about.
I have spent many months now driv-
ing around the villages of the Ben-
efice and they fill me with delight. 
Rubbish strewn across roads or in 
the hedgerows is very unusual. What 
I see are communities who care for 
their surroundings, school children 
who are passionate about recycling. 
May these examples bring others 
hope, not just for their communities 
but for our world.
It is a beautiful world, one created in 
love for us all to enjoy. ‘Thank you’ 
to our Creator God.
With love,

Sandy
Exciting Announcement 
Having written in your Village maga-
zine during the vacancy I am delight-
ed to have the opportunity to pass 

on a special invitation.

The Licensing service 
for the Rev. William O’Connell 

7.30pm, Tuesday 8th October 
St. Andrew’s Church,

Wanborough 

Refreshments after the service

Bill has a wonderfully warm pasto-
ral heart and he gets on with people 
of all ages and backgrounds. He has 
a great passion to build relationships 
and share the Christian faith.  So he 
is ideally equipped for both his new 
roles.
On your behalf I want to pass on 
enormous thanks to the church war-
dens and lay officers who, with my 
clergy colleagues, have carried the 
burden of the vacancy over the last 
18 months since Robin Cardwell’s 
retirement. We really appreciate all 
their efforts ensuring there is such 
a good foundation for Bill to work 
from when he arrives in the autumn.  
Bill is very much a team player and 
will look forward to working with 
the congregations, Deanery and your 
village communities. I have no doubt 
that you will make him very wel-
come. Please remember Bill and his 
family in your prayers 
The licensing service will be led by 
our Bristol Diocesan Bishop, the 
Right Revd. Mike Hill and our Arch-
deacon of Malmesbury the Vener-
able Christine Froude. Please pass 
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The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The 
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

Church Warden Emeritus:
Toby Ford                   01793 790 264 
For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone,  The 
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1996@btinternet.com

The Secretary: Marguerite Seaward - 
contact details as above

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White                01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members:
Alan Taylor (Chairman)                          

07703 162 523
r2attaylor@aol.com

Joanna Jenkins (Vice Chairman)           
01793 790 545

joannajenkins@hotmail.co.uk
Mr Paul Bailey (Treasurer)       

paulbailey@dial.pipex.com                
01793 790 103

Joy Ball                       01793 790 293
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry             01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com

  Cleaning Rota          St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone  

         October    Joan Morris & Jill Rankin 
         November    Doris Brown 
         December    Ray & Mary Darling 

From the Benefice Register
 

     Wedding 
         St. Mary’s Bishopstone             
            22nd September          Nichaela Horner & Mark Quaile

     Funeral
         St. Mary’s Bishopstone  

        28th  August    Frederick George Brown (known as Bill) aged 88yrs    

If these dates don’t suit you, please could you arrange to swap with some-
body.   We always welcome more volunteers and if you would like to help 
(it doesn’t take long and it’s a rewarding and satisfying task), please contact 
Joanna Jenkins on 790 545.  Thank you.

Harvest Service
10.30am

5

Sunday 6th October

St. Mary’s, 
Bishopstone 

Taken by Rev Sandy Railton 

What is an Area Dean?
The Bristol Diocese is one of 43 
in the Church of England. Within 
the Diocese there are 7 Deaneries, 
Swindon being one. As Area Dean 
of Swindon which includes the town 
and surrounding areas I have a mid-
dle management role and particularly 
encourage and support the 17 parishes 
and 35 Anglican churches in the area. 
One of my major roles is supporting 
clergy and church wardens particu-
larly during vacancies and helping, 
with the Bishop’s staff, make wise 
appointments of new parish clergy. In 
this diocese we are called Area Deans 
rather than rural deans. Wanbor-
ough, Liddington, Hinton Parva and 
Bishopstone play a vital part in our 
Swindon Deanery 

Simon 

10.00am Saturday 5th October
in St. Mary’s Church

Would you like to meet our very friendly, 
small team of arrangers, have a go at helping 
with decorating the church for harvest?
If so could you bring some foliage - we will 
provide the flowers.
This is open to anyone, with or without 
experience, or just come an have a chat!

the word around and invite friends. 
It promises to be a wonderful historic 
occasion which you wouldn’t want to 
miss. There will be a reception after-
wards in the church. Please stay and 
get to know your new parish priest.  
If you want any more information 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.
The Rev’d Simon Stevenette
Area Dean of Swindon and Vicar of 
Christ Church with St Mary’s
The Vicarage, 26 Cricklade Street, 
Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 3HG

Tel 01793 529 166
www.christchurchswindon.co.uk

Bishopstone Flower Arrangers Invites You 
to Join Them

Enquires: Chris Thomas 790 106  Littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk   



Bishopstone Village Hall  - October
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like 
to make a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.
co.nr to send us an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. 
We will get back to you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message 
giving an alternative number to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village 
hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.

Tuesday          1st                                 School    1.00 - 3.45pm           Ballet    3.45 - 6.45pm   Tae Quon Do         7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday     2nd              School   1.00 - 3.00pm                                                 
Thursday        3rd               Mothers & Toddlers   9.30 - 11.00am            
Monday          7th             School    1.00 - 3.00pm                                             Parish Council       7.00 - 9.00pm
Tuesday          8th                School   1.00 - 3.45pm           Ballet    3.45 - 6.45pm   Tae Quon Do         7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday     9th               School   1.00 - 3.00pm                                      Gardening Society 7.30 - 9.00pm
Thursday      10th        Mothers & Toddlers      9.30 - 11.00am             WI                          7.30 - 9.30pm
Monday        14th               School   1.00 - 3.00pm    
Tuesday        15th               School   1.00 - 3.45pm           Ballet    3.45 - 6.45pm   Tae Quon Do         7.00 - 8.00pm  
Thursday      17th              Mothers & Toddlers      9.30 - 11.00am
Tuesday        22nd                                  School   1.00 - 3.45pm           Ballet    3.45 - 6.45pm   Tae Quon Do         7.00 - 8.00pm
Saturday       26th       All Day                  Private Party
Thursday      31st                                                                School  4.00 - 6.00pm
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Bridge                        Friday        4th, 11th, 18th, & 25th               7.30pm
Card Making               Wednesday  2nd                    7.30 - 9.30pm
Family Fun & Trivia     Saturday    19th                   8.00 - 10.00am

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

Hinton Parva Village Hall 
Bookings  – October

Please note the new Booking Secretary is Kate Wright - 791 399

£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva £8.00 per 
hour for those living outside the parish

Sarsen Songman Sings
It was a wonderful evening.  On Thursday 15th Au-
gust the Hinton Parva village hall opened its doors 
and welcomed twenty Saracen Songmen resplendent 
in their red shirts.  They entertained their very appre-
ciative audience with a varied program of fabulous 
harmonies.  The play list included Swing Low, The 
Owl and The Pussy Cat, When I’m 64, In My Room, 
Myfanwy, Hippopotamus Song and concluded with a 
beautiful rendition of Irish Blessing.  It was a wonder-
ful opportunity for the village to catch up with Robin 
Cardwell and we thank him for organising his band of 
merry singers to visit the village. 

Helen Evans

Hinton Village Hall
Saturday 19th October 

7.00pm start
Jacket Potatoes and Pudding

All Welcome
£10 adult, £5 children 
For bookings& information 

Kate Wright 791 399
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES Painting & Decorating

• High quality interior & exterior work
• Commercial & Domestic Premises
• City & Guilds Qualified
• Portfolio and References Available
• Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
• Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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World War 1 Parish Soldiers: 
Our research over recent months 
has increased the number of soldiers 
connected with our parish to around 
90 names. We have learnt about the 
contribution Russley Park made to 
women gaining the vote, about feats 
of heroism by men of earlier times in 
India and Burma, and about a number 
of Chelsea Pensioners who lived out 
their time after leaving the military 
in our villages.  And we have infor-
mation about most of the WW1 sol-
diers gained from census and military 
records and other sources.  However, 
there are six about whom we can find 
nothing more than their names. F. 
Archer is listed on the memorial in 
St Swithun’s church, and the Bishop-
stone Parish Magazine asks readers 
to pray for a number of men fighting 
abroad including George and Tho-
mas Hawkins, and William Meader 
but we can’t find any other records 
for them. We also need personal in-
formation about William Rickards 
and Thomas Johnson who lived in 
Bishopstone. If you can provide in-
formation, however small, about any 
of these men, we would be delighted 
to hear from you.     Karin Thompson
Paul Williams      542 111 
Karin Thompson 790 970 

hintonww1@yahoo.co.uk

Bishopstone United Charities
Administrates a group of small local 
Charities whose purpose is, broadly, 
to provide financial help to residents 
of Bishopstone who may be expe-
riencing hardship as a result of ill 
health, accident or other circumstanc-
es.  It is only available to residents of 
the village of Bishopstone who have 
lived here for at least two years.
The Charity is administered by a group 
of Trustees who meet regularly to con-
sider applications and levels of benefit.
At present financial help is in the form 
of a small annual pension. 
If you think you may be eligible 
or would like to know more please 
speak, in confidence, to: 
Mrs Karen Stevens (who is Clerk to 
the Charity), 
Church View, Bishopstone. 791 107

...Thursday 
21st November

6.00 pm - 8.30 pm

You can now book a table at the

It will be held on.........

For more information 
and to reserve your 
space, please contact: 
Chris Thomas 

01793 790 106



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

• Pruning and Shaping
• Felling and Removal
• Hedge Cutting
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991

SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

www.swindonski.co.uk
enquiries@swindonski.co.uk

Ian Thomas 07778 807 873

Advertising Space
If you would like to place an 
advert in the newsletter please 
contact:

angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk
or mogsboon@hotmail.com

01793 790 626



James’s Landscaping
& Gardening Service

Grass cutting, Hedge Trimming
Small trees, Clearances

Garden Maintenance

Hard Landscaping
Fencing, Gates,Paths & Paving

Locally based in Wanborough
For quotations, bookings 

or information
  Please telephone

James Robb 07863 599 991

©
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Society Schedule of Events 2013
Wednesday 9th October 7.30pm

Bishopstone Village Hall
Robert Mattock
The Care & Planting of Roses and 
Rose Re-plant Disorder – 
An Interactive Talk
Wednesday 13th November 7.30pm

Bishopstone Village Hall
Pot Luck Supper, Quiz and AGM
For more information contact:
Chris 790 106
Cheryl 791 849 
Doreen 792 965
gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk 

Bishopstone Gardening club.................. Bishopstone & District 
Flower and Produce Show

Saturday 14th September 

Section 
     1  Vegetable    Russell Hatch
     2  Fruit            Ian Thomas
     3  Pot Plants    Chris Thomas
     4  Flowers       Doreen Cooper
     5  Floral Art    Chris Thomas
     6  Domestic     Doreen Cooper
     7  Photograph  Adrian May
     8  Infants   A garden for Mrs Wal-      
           ton with a hidden cat    
                       Millie Warwick
     8  Juniors   A garden for Mrs    
           Walton - no cat                                    
                       Thomas Whitaker                    
     8  Seniors   Unusual container                        
      Jacob Simpson & Martin Thomas
     9   Crafts          Maggie Whitaker
 

Over all show winners 
       Doreen Cooper & Chris Thomas

There are more photographs on the 
village website: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org



 

Forest Nursery, Pre-School 
& After School Club

Giving your children the best start in life 
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Quality childcare in our idyllical-
ly set country forest  pre-school 
and nursery. Plenty of fun activi-
ties. Wholesome home-cooked 
food. Funding available*. Excellent 
OFSTED report year after year....

Please contact us on :   (01793) 790 271
Or visit our website :   
www.hillsboroughdaynursery.co.uk
Hillsborough Day Nursery, 
Pre School and After School Club, Bishopstone, SN6 8PW

*Flexible Government Funding for 3 to 4 Year olds through Early Years Funding

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
 o     Free range Tamworth pork
 o     Free range chicken
 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

Mobile Library
Wednesday 9th  & 23rd October 
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a cof-
fee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Big Breakfast in Hinton Parva
Last month the Village Hall decided to 
try a new fund raising activity, provid-
ing breakfast one Saturday morning. 
The hall was set up with random ta-
bles with colourful tablecloths and 
flowers and back ground music.  Cus-
tomers were encourged to select from 
the brilliant extensive menu cards.  
Why is it that when someone else 
is chef that it tastes so much better? 
Tea or coffee appeared as if by magic. 
In our kitchen, the engine house of 
this enterprise, a hot plate awaited 
the eggs and bacon. Toast making 
machines clicked and whined into ac-
tion. Mushrooms simmered and black 
pudding slices steamed to perfection. 
No breakfast is compete without those 
baked beans in tomato sauce.  It was 
very exciting to see the hall buzz-
ing in all the activity,  our custom-
ers relaxing and enjoying the com-
pany.  Shall we do it all over again? 
We will let you know very soon.                 
The Committe would like to thank 
all those who took advantage of this 
tasty community event.

Bishopstone 100 club
September Winners

        1st       75  Jane Manktelow 
     2nd    12  John Richardson

         3rd    79  Bob Browning 
The club is to support Bishop-
stone Village Hall and you have 
a chance to win £20, £10 or £5 
each month. 

Contact: Jo Selbourne 790 485
You can also check if you 
have won on our website:

www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

WANTED

Tim Finney
The Royal Oak

For disappointing readers 
and missing deadlines

Dangerous to approach - shoot on sight
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Andy Crawford
08000 350 141
07711 376 093

andrew.crawford790@btinternet.com

School of Motoring

Please contact:
Richard Polatch

Hinton Parva
01793 791 722 or 07971 310 619

info@parvalogs.co.uk
www.parvalogs.co.uk

PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

 92 Ermin Steet
 Stratton St.Margaret
 Swindon
 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

            24 hour service

Delivered in bags or by the load
Lengths to fit open fires or log burners

SEASONED  HARDWOOD  LOGS
FOR SALE



Bush Tucker is the Australian term for the huge variety of herbs, spices, mushrooms, fruits, flowers, vegetables, ani-
mals, birds, reptiles and insects that are native to the country and most commonly associated with the traditional diet 
of the Aborigines. There is some evidence to suggest that the white settlers who befriended the indigenous population, 
learnt about bush tucker and experienced better health. 
These traditional foods are still not commonplace in the Australian diet but are becoming more so as chefs seek out 
new and typically Australian foods and ingredients for their menus, especially the tourist menu. Wild fruits like lil-
ly pilly berries and quandongs make excellent jams, chutneys and sauces. Ingredients like wattle seeds, kurrajongs 
flowers and banksia cones are used as flavorings. Sources of protein that have made it into more mainstream menus 

would include kangaroo, emu, crocodile and goanna. Insects 
and grubs that are considered delicacies by the aboriginals 
but do not enjoy widespread popularity would be things like 
the incredibly large Bogong Moth or the Wichetty Grub. I 
have tried Witchetty Grub; it was cooked by rolling it for a 
few seconds in the ashes of a camp fire and I swallowed it so 
quickly that I can’t describe the flavor or the texture for you. 
I participated in this challenge basically to save face while 
on a school trip with Year 11 students and five teaching col-
leagues to Central Australia to see Ayers Rock way back in 

the early ‘90s and I haven’t tried one since. My favourite ex-
perience of bush tucker is wattle seed damper and billy tea and it brings back lots of wonderful childhood memories. 
Wattle seed damper is essentially a scone dough with addition of a handful of ground (between two stones) wattle seeds 
from the Acacia tree. The dough is then wrapped around the end of a long stick from a Gum tree. It is then slowly 
cooked, rotisserie style over an open camp fire. It is quite a science judging the readiness of the fire and the distance 
you need to hold the damper above the flames. Billy tea is made in an old tin can with a crude wire handle. I can still 
see my dad making these in his shed before any of us children went camping – with friends and Girl Guides or Scouts. 
Once the water has boiled in the billy, a handful of tea leaves and the special ingredient - a gum leaf are added before 
the billy is swung in a circle a few times to allow the tea to draw. If you wanted to enjoy your own little experience of 
Aussie Bush Tucker, Marie-Noëlle and Robert Witty have a glorious Gum (Eucalyptus) tree in their yard and happily 
share branches and leaves with locals who knock on their door. 
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Dear readers, I applied for 
a job recently which called 
for tact, my good friends 
fell about laughing - but I can do tact, 
well I try very hard when wearing my 
editor’s hat, today I am going to be 
self-indulgently tactless.
I entered some vegetables for the 
Bishopstone Flowers Show, only po-
tatoes and courgettes, I’m not actu-
ally very good at growing things, but 
I wanted to support the show.  The 
day before found me out in the pour-
ing rain digging up a whole row of 
spuds, to look, unsuccessfully, for 
five of the same sort of size and shape 
and to scour my courgette plants for 
three unchewed by slugs.  I arrived 
at the show feeling grumpy.  Why do 
people care if their veg fulfil a cer-
tain criteria?  All I want to do, if my 
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plants produce anything edible, is to 
eat it.  OK gardening society please 
feel free to reply to this.  And hey, I 
got third prize for those courgettes, 
how cool is that?  Congratulations to 
Russell who is obviously a vegeta-
ble growing expert - perhaps I could 
do with a few tips?

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
ContACt 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

Bush Tucker

And Finally..........

Snippets of Down Under

Helen Evans (aussiehelen59@gmail.com)

Witchetty Grub - doesn’t it look delicious?


