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An Invation: come and have a 
drink and a chat with a bunch 
of friendly flower arrangers

6.00pm - 15th September 
St. Swithun’s, Hinton

 

Taken by John Godfrey 
Hazel Cook will help with the 
prayers and Peter Cooke will give 
an update on the Harvest 

Refreshments after the service.

We have a New Vicar - Bill,Welcome to the Parish

I am very pleased to announce that fol-
lowing interview on Friday 26th July, 
the Reverend William (Bill) O’Connell 
(pictured above) has been offered 
the post of Swindon Deanery Mis-

sioner and Priest in Charge, Lidding-
ton and Wanborough & Bishopstone 
with Hinton Parva, subject to written 
confirmation and Enhanced Disclo-
sure and Barring Service clearance.  
Bill is currently a Curate in the Dio-
cese of Winchester and we are de-
lighted that he will be joining us all 
later in the year. 
We pray for Bill and his wife Sue, as 
they prepare for this new phase of 
Bill’s ministry.

Bishop Mike

Harvest Offerings
Please try to bring harvest Offerings of food to these services, either fresh produce or dried/tinned goods.  In the case 
of St Swithun’s please bring these by the morning of Saturday 14th September so that we can incorporate them in the 
flower arranging.  All foods given will be divided between The Green Hut, Swindon Foodbank and The Filling Station.

10.30am Sunday 6th October
St. Mary’s, Bishopstone 

Taken by Rev S Railton 

11.00am Sunday 22nd September
All Saints’, Lyddington

 

Taken by Rev S Railton 
Followed by Harvest Lunch 

in The Village Hall
Please note change of service times.

10.30am Sunday 15th September  
St. Andrew’s, Wanborough 

Taken by Rev R Armitage 
We will be joined by 1st Wanborough 
Scout Group.

Harvest Festival Services

The Story so Far.........
Before entering the ministry, our new 
vicar had a varied career.  First train-
ing as an engineer within the electrical 
supply industry, then in commerce, 
initially in engineering and after this 
selling prisons to HM Prison Service.  
He became a Trust Chaplain in NHS 
before moving to Winchester.
When asked who he had at home, his 
reply was the cat and the wife.  He 
also has a son and two daughters.
Spare time activities used to include 
being a member of a lifeboat crew, 
not much use in this parish, un-
less we have ships in peril on Bish-
opstone pond, he also confesses to 
drinking the odd Guinness.

From an article in 
Southampton Hospitals Magazine

The Licensing service 

for the Rev. William O’Connell 
7.30pm, Tuesday 8th October 

St. Andrew’s Church,
Wanborough 

Refreshments after the service
in Lyddington Village Hall
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN SEPTEMBER

        Sunday                   1st September    10.30am   	 Family Communion                            	 Bishopstone
         14th Sunday after Trinity		      6.00pm 	 Evensong   				    Wanborough 
         Sunday                 8th September          8.30am   	 Holy Communion         			  Bishopstone                     
         15th Sunday after Trinity                   10.30am   	 Family Communion                            	 Lyddington
        Sunday                 15th September    10.30am          Harvest Service                  		  Wanborough
         16th Sunday after Trinity                   6.00pm   	 Harvest Evensong           		  Hinton Parva
        Sunday                 22nd September     8.30am   	 Holy Communion              	   Hinton Parva    
         17th Sunday after Trinity                   11.00am   	 Harvest Service                       		  Lyddington                                                                   
                                                                              Followed by Lunch (Please note change of times)
                                                                     3.00pm          Wedding                                                   	Bishopstone
        Sunday                 29th September    10.30am           Benefice Thanksgiving Service		  Lyddington
         18th Sunday after Trinity							       for Animals
        Sunday                   6th October        10.30am          Harvest Service                                       	 Bishopstone
         19th Sunday after Trinity                     6.00pm          Evensong                                                 Wanborough		

	    

Benefice Thanksgiving Service 
for Animals

10.30amSunday 29th September
The playing field, Lyddington

Calling all animals please bring your 
owners or send photographs to this 
very special service.  As well as 
blessing the animals present, we will 
be praying for animals that are ill or 
have died, together with those who 
have been ill-treated or abused. 

Benefice Team Meeting
7.30pm Tuesday 10th September 
All Saints’ Church, Lyddington 

Commence with a short Communion 
Service.
Bishopstone with Hinton Parva 

PCC Meeting
7.30pm Monday 23rd September 
The Old Vicarage Bishopstone

St Swithun’s Songs of Praise
Thank you to all who attended this 
Celebration of St Swithun’s day. Spe-
cial thanks to Rev J Godfree, for all 
his research of the ten hymns chosen 
Myra Binks and all those who chose 
favourite hymns.
We certainly raised the roof with the 
help of the choir.

Marguerite Seaward

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends,
I think most of you will already 
heard the news that the Revd Bill 
O’Connell will be coming in Octo-
ber to be our new priest-in-charge. 
Good news indeed after a vacancy 
that has lasted some 22 months. We 
look forward with excitement, ex-
pectation and hope to Bill’s ministry 
among us, with us and to us.
Inevitably, there will be changes in 
store. Bill will come with his own 
gifts and skills and they will not 
necessarily be the same as the vic-
ars you have had in the past. Change 
can be daunting for some of us, 
even painful for others, but as it of-
ten leads to growth in new areas we 
must be prepared to give our support.
And support is something Bill will 
need in abundance from all of us. Just 
think of the change in his life – a new 
home, a new job, a new area, new 
parishioners, new colleagues, new 
schools…..the list can go on and on. 
We may indeed feel daunted by the 
prospect of change and so may Bill.
Let us commit ourselves, as church 
members and as villagers, to welcome 
Bill into our midst. All four villages 
are good at welcoming newcom-
ers as I know. You gave me a won-
derful welcome as I came among 
you, you have affirmed my ministry 
and supported me through my time 

with you. Thank you all so much.
I feel privileged to have led worship 
in all four churches, to be involved 
in the schools and the communities 
– to be a part of your lives, in times 
of joy and happiness as well as times 
of sadness and sorrow. Thank you for 
accepting me and my ministry.
Now it is time to move on, although 
I will still be around to take some 
services and support Bill as much as 
I am able.
I cannot finish this letter without ex-
pressing my thanks to all those in-
dividuals who have given so much 
of their time and talents throughout 
the vacancy and kept our churches 
open and welcoming. Many thanks 
also go to those involved in the va-
cancy process. They have given un-
stintingly of their time. We prayed 
long and hard for the right person to 
come and lead us into the future – be 
assured that Bill’s appointment is a 
prayerful one.
Here’s to October 8th at 7.30pm when 
Bill will be installed as the Benefice 
priest-in-charge and Deanery Mis-
sioner. Everyone is welcome to come 
to the service at St Andrews Wan-
borough and to join us afterwards at 
Liddington Village Hall. /we look 
forward to seeing you as we extend 
our welcome to Bill.
with love,

Sandy

Giving to the Church  
Gift Aid Report

This short report is to let all pa-
rishioners know that the Paro-
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If You Need to Get in Touch 
with the Church….
With the Vicar’s retirement, he won’t 
be at The Vicarage to be contacted 
with enquiries.
But church life will continue 
as normally as possible.
If you have an enquiry, please contact 
one of the following:
For St. Swithun’s, Hinton  –  
the Churchwarden – 
Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

Church Warden Emeritus -
Toby Ford                          790264 
For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone –  
the Churchwarden - 
Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1996@btinternet.com

For enquiries about Weddings or 
Baptisms – 
Marguerite Seaward (Secretary)  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative School Gov
ernor at Bishopstone School
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members
Alan Taylor (Chairman)                          

07703 162 523
r2attaylor@aol.com

Joanna Jenkins (Vice Chairman)           
01793 790 545

joannajenkins@hotmail.co.uk
Mr Paul Bailey (Treasurer)       

paulbailey@dial.pipex.com                
01793 790 103

Joy Ball                       01793 790 293
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com

  Cleaning Rota          St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone  
         September				   Joanna Jenkins & Sarah Bally	
         October				    Joan Morris & Jill Rankin	
         November				   Doris Brown	
         December				   Ray & Mary Darling	

From the Benefice Register
 

    Baptism 
     St. Andrew’s Wanborough
           18th August 		  Ameilia--May Susan Petra Rogers   
Wedding 
     St. Andrew’s Wanborough      
	 1st August 		  Thomas Horrell & Lucy Bennett
           25th August 		  Stephen Lay & Amy Brown 
     St. Mary’s Bishopstone             
           30th June  		  Kevin Sutton & Jenna Carter
	 3rd August   Joanna Ruth Sheldon & Jonathan Micheal George Short

  Funerals
     St. Mary’s Bishopstone   

       19th June    		  Mark Lee   aged 89    

Wanted Cleaners and flower Arrangers for St. Mary’s, Bishopstone 
St Mary’s Church has a monthly rota of cleaners which for many years has 
worked really well, but some of these cleaners have also been doing it for 
many, many years.  More volunteers are greatly needed.  This grand old build-
ing has been at the spiritual and physical heart of the village for nearly a thou-
sand years and, no matter what your religious beliefs are (or are not), helping 
to keep it in good order is very rewarding and satisfying.  You can bring your 
children and it is more fun to do it with a friend or neighbour.  If you can 
spare a few hours just once or twice a year please contact:

Joanna Jenkins - 790 545 
the cleaning can be done during the week, at weekends, or in the evening 
whatever time suits you best.  

chial Church Council has received 
£770.68 from HM Revenue and 
Customs, as a result of recover-
ing the tax paid on all donations 
made through the Gift Aid Scheme 
in the period from 5th April 2012 to 
31st December 2012.
All donations, whether in cash or kind 
or by giving time to help, are grate-
fully received by the PCC in support 
of our two Churches, but with day to 
day running costs last year amounting 
to £25,000, you can see from this tax 
refund how beneficial it is to use the 
Gift Aid Scheme.  For every £1 donat-
ed, the total value to the PCC is £1.25.
The amount repaid last year was just 
over £1,500 – about double the recent 
repayment.  There are two reasons 
for the shortfall. Firstly, the period 
for this claim was 9 months only; 
that was a one-off to bring the Gift 

Aid accounting period into line with 
the accounting period for the PCC’s 
Accounts – as required by HMRC.  
Secondly, a number of those making 
regular donations have moved away 
from the Parish and have not been 
fully replaced by new donors. The 
PCC needs as many people as pos-
sible to help with the maintenance of 
our two Churches.
So, if you would like further in-
formation about the Gift Aid 
Scheme, please contact: 

Simon Jenkins 
The Old Vicarage, Bishopstone, 

Swindon SN6 8PY, 
01793 790 545,  

sjmjenkins@gmail.com
It will not cost you any more to 
use the Gift Aid Scheme – we are 
just able to make better use of 

your money if you are a UK tax 
payer and can sign up to the Gift 
Aid Scheme.   

Simon Jenkins
Gift Aid Secretary



Bishopstone Village Hall  - September
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like 
to make a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.
co.nr to send us an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. 
We will get back to you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message 
giving an alternative number to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village 
hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.
Tuesday          3rd	               School   1.00 - 4.00pm           Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday     4th	               School   1.00 - 3.00pm                                                 
Thursday        5th               Mothers & Toddlers     	 9.30 - 11.00am    		        Gardening Society    7.30pm
Tuesday        10th 	               School   1.00 - 4.00pm           Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday   11th	               School   1.00 - 3.00pm			            
Thursday      12th        Mothers & Toddlers      9.30 - 11.00am			       WI                    7.30 - 9.30pm
Saturday       14th             Gardening Society				   All Day
Tuesday        17th	           School  1.00 - 4.00pm            Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm         Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm 
Wednesday   18th                     School  1.00 - 3.00pm  
Thursday      19th              Mothers & Toddlers      9.30 - 11.00am
Tuesday        24th                                 School   1.00 - 4.00pm            Ballet    4.00 - 7.00pm          Tae Quon Do   7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday   25th             	         School   1.00 - 3.00pm		
Thursday      26th        Mothers & Toddlers      9.30 - 11.00am			       WI                    5.00 - 9.30pm
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Dates for your Diary   
19th October - New Formula  Fun 
Quiz Night with Supper  

Hinton Parva Village Hall 
Bookings  – September

Bridge           	             Friday        6th, 13th, 20th, & 27th               7.30pm
Parish Council 	            Monday       2nd                                          7.00pm
Card Making               Wednesday  4th		                    7.30 - 9.30pm
Village Breakfast        Saturday     7th 		                 8.00 - 10.00am
Ballet                          Monday       9th                                4.00 - 8.00pm 

 

          
Please note the new Booking Secretary is Kate Wright - 791 399

£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva £8.00 per 
hour for those living outside the parish

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

Hinton Parva Summer Flower & Produce Show
The annual Hinton Parva Flower, Produce & Craft Show was held on 3rd Au-
gust.  The Village Hall Committee would like to extend their sincere gratitude 
to all those who entered exhibits.  We really appreciated the thought and skill 
that went into preparing each entry.  The Yoghurt Cake was a great hit and 
well done to all those who took on the challenge.  A very popular class was 
the photograph of Your Quintessential Hinton Parva with many interesting 
and stunning views. 
We would also like to thank the two independent judges who give up their 
time to travel to our Village Hall at their own expense and share their vast 
skill and experience.
The cups will be collected from the deserving recipients to be engraved.  Un-
fortunately engraving costs have risen steeply and this means that our Village 
Show runs at a loss.  We are not sure how to overcome this but any suggestions 
would be gratefully received.

(For list of cup winners see page 6)

 Sunny Side Up ?
Breakfast is being served

Hinton Parva Village Hall
Saturday 7th September . 

8am - 10am

 Full English Breakfast  
Juice and tea/coffee, £6.00 
Now don’t be a silly sausage 
Come along and smell the ba-
con! (Coffee as well come to 
think of it)  McDouberries 
have nothing on this.

To assist with catering, bookings 
will be helpful, but not essential: 

Telephone Howard 791 171
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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Meat; Eggs; Cakes; Plants; 
High quality flavoured Coffee; 
Jam & Preserves;   Rapeseed 
Oil; Hot food; Salads & Dips; 
Cards & Gifts.

Tea & Coffee served too!

Enquiries: Yvette Cummings 
01793 790 387   
yvette3mc@aol.com
Organised by Ashbury Preschool Committee
Ashbury Pre-School is a registered charity 
(registration number 1047271)

Market
Ashbury Village Hall

Sunday 29th September   
11.00 - 1.00pm

Come and fill 
your baskets 

and 
your tummies 
at our market

Goddard, Coker & Edmonds Educational Charity
This charity exists to assist people under the age of 25, living in Bishop-
stone for 12 months or more, with the costs of books and equipment for fur-
ther education.  Those interested in applying for a grant should contact the 
clerk to this charity, Alan Taylor (R2attayloralan@aol.com or 791666)

The 2013 Hinton Parva Summer Show winners:
Charlbury Perpetual Challenge Cup   Highest number of points in the show -	
                  			           Lesley Coates (39 points)
Pike Perpetual Challenge Cup	         Highest number points in the vegetable 	
				            section -  John Price (20 points)
Duffield Perpetual Challenge Cup      Highest number points in the flower 
			                        section - Lesley Coates (29 points)
The Duffield Trophy	                      Highest number of points in the ladies 	
				            class - Elizabeth Cooke (7 points)
Roberts Memorial Cup	                         Best vegetable exhibit (Charlotte Pota          	
			                        toes) - Marie-Noëlle Witty 
Banham Memorial Cup	                      Best Ladies Exhibit -	                                       	
			                        Lesley Coates (Creative card)
Dianna Morris Perpetual Challenge Cup, Best children’s exhibit Lucy and 
Sophie Walker (Joint winners) (Space Rockets - recycled materials)
Tallest Sunflower		          Marie-Noëlle Witty (4.47 metres) -see 	
				            picture left

Bishopstone 100 club
August Winners

1st     99  Marie-Noëlle Witty 
     2nd    5  Roz & John Boot
     3rd   36  Sarah Best 

The club is to support Bishop-
stone Village Hall and you have 
a chance to win £20, £10 or £5 
each month. 

Contact: Jo Selbourne 790 485
You can also check if you 
have won on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

Stalls will be selling:



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991

Richard Griffiths
Building Services

Iris Cottage, 
Lower Wanborough

01793 791 581
07768 448 666

richgriffiths@rocketmail.com

SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

www.swindonski.co.uk
enquiries@swindonski.co.uk

Ian Thomas 07778 807 873
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James’s Landscaping
& Gardening Service

Grass cutting, Hedge Trimming
Small trees, Clearances

Garden Maintenance

Hard Landscaping
Fencing, Gates,Paths & Paving

Locally based in Wanborough
For quotations, bookings 

or information
  Please telephone

James Robb 07863 599 991

©
Bishopstone & District Gardening 
Society Schedule of Events 2013

Wednesday 9th October 7.30pm
Robert Mattock
The Care & Planting of Roses & Rose 
Re-plant Disorder – An Interactive 
Talk
Wednesday 13th November 7.30pm
Pot Luck Supper, Quiz and AGM

It will be held on.........

...Thursday 21stNovember
6.00 pm - 8.30 pm

For more information and to reserve 
your space,

please contact: Chris Thomas 
01793 790 106

from the 1st  September

You can book a table at the

Bishopstone & District Flower and Produce Show
Saturday 14th September from 3.00pm

Bishopstone Village Hall

Hope you’ve enjoyed the rash of sunshine over the last 
few weeks, and maybe its brought your veg and flowers on 
beautifully so that you can think about entering them for 
the Show ... if not, don’t worry you can always cook up a 
chutney, or bake a sponge!
For those amongst you who are keen photographers the 
themes for this year’s show are:
The British Weather; The Ridgeway; Plants & Water; 
Farm Animal(s) and Sparkling.

Photographs should be max 5x7 ins (13x18cm), and can be mounted.
The Schedule is ready for collection from:

Doreen (7 The Wyncies, 792 965)
     Chris (Littlecot, High Street 790 106)

  Margaret (8 The Wyncies, 790 979) 
Cheryl  (Winding Wood, 791 849)

OR if you’d like an electronic copy email gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk
Entries to be with Doreen or Chris no later than Tuesday 10th September please.
Entries to be in the hall between 8.00 - 10.45am on the day of the show
A lovely afternoon out for all the family.  See the spectacular display of local 
produce, flowers, crafts and photographs.   There will be tea and cake, a raffle 
and some of the produce and flowers will be auctioned.   If you would like to 
take part, remember we welcome newcomers as well as the old faithfuls!



 

Forest Nursery, Pre-School 
& After School Club

Giving your children the best start in life 
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Quality childcare in our idyllical-
ly set country forest  pre-school 
and nursery. Plenty of fun activi-
ties. Wholesome home-cooked 
food. Funding available*. Excellent 
OFSTED report year after year....

Please contact us on :   (01793) 790 271
Or visit our website :   
www.hillsboroughdaynursery.co.uk
Hillsborough Day Nursery, 
Pre School and After School Club, Bishopstone, SN6 8PW

*Flexible Government Funding for 3 to 4 Year olds through Early Years Funding

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading for 40 years - 1972-2012



I have this month been 
hit on the head by 
the esteemed editor 
of this organ, owner 

of the largest but least used rolling 
pin in the borough, so if my writing 
is slightly off beam, out of charac-
ter and even slightly complimentary 
towards anyone, I apologise now.
First, assuming said woman manages 
to get the organ out of her house and 
onto the streets of Bishopstone and 
Hinton Parva in decent time, it has to 
be brought to your attention that the 
pub and the farm are hosting a little 
End of summer party at the pub on 
31st August, a Saturday. Fun, food, 
farm tours, a selection of non-Ar-
kells real ales and ciders in the gar-
den, lovely things off the BBQ, about 
2.30pm there will be  a hippy-esque 
tour of the village ditches and hedge-
rows with  Christina Cromer, as she 
likes to be called now she’s moved 
out of Brixton into a smarter part of 
the big town. She will encourage you, 
at a very slow pace, to put things in 
your mouth which your mother told 
you not to. All non-toxic of course—
as we always say round here—but 
some of them will make you tingle 
a bit, I expect. Worth a  detour, hon-
estly. Farm tours also by tractor and 
trailer, everything kicks off at noon, 
and finishes off with four live bands 
from about 5.30pm including the in-
credible Cheesehouse Band, the Bish-
opstone rockers who are just back 
from their record breaking tour of 

villages near Wantage (shome mish-
take shurely?). Hardly any cost for 
any of you (apart from me), but you 
will have to pay through the nose for 
food and drink, as usual, since we are 
outrageously expensive, as you know.
Jobs news: chef jobs are starting to be 
filled, but front of house needs some 
attention from late September on-
wards. You’re not allowed to discrim-
inate in terms of age etc, I am told, but 
it’s clear we need  some experience 
behind the bar and looking after peo-
ple, with several of our stars moving 
off. So if 30 hours per week of being 
paid for being nice to people, includ-
ing some serious weekend shifts, and 
some administration work, sounds ap-
pealing, please get in touch with me, 
and we’ll chat. Previous work of this 
nature would be useful, as they say.
Speed freaks—don’t forget that the 
landlord’s private passion is old fast 
cars, and he’s hosting another private 
track day for friends of the pub and 
the farm at Castle Combe on 17th 

September, all day. One car is £145, 
and one car two drivers is £180, not 
as previously advertised. There are 
about 10 spaces left, out of 30. Good 
lunch included.
We will return to more environmen-
tally friendly things later in the year—
Helen and I have employed a private 
wildlife photographer on and off for 
the past two months to catch the range 
of flora and fauna alive and kicking 
on the farm, and the results are stu-
pendous. There will be a slide show 
and supper talk probably in Novem-
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

The Royal Oak Diary

Bishopstone Amateur 
Dramatic Society
Yes, be warned, the 
BADS are about to get 

back into rehearsal mode for their 
next, blockbusting, production.
Following on from their success of 
last year, much thought has gone into 
this year’s play and after much de-
liberation The Amorous Ambassador 
has been selected. More details will 
follow in due course but we are hop-
ing to stage the production at the end 
of November or early December. Or 
January or February depending on 
how the rehearsals go!!
Will Tim Finney get to deliver his 
lines in the right order?
Will Tom Green keep his trousers on?
Can Val Brodin keep her hands off 
the male members of the cast?
With the  BADS anything could happen 
(and probably will).
Clive Hill (who has the dubious pleas-
ure of trying to keep the cast in order)

Mobile Library
Wednesday 11th  & 25th September 

Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am
Hinton Church  11.00am

West Hinton Farm  11.20am
The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a cof-
fee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

ber. Reports that he found elephants in 
the Eastbrook valley are exaggerated, 
it was just one of the villagers walking 
off a large lunch and too much Arkells.
Bottle man—I know that’s what you 
want to hear. One deposit this month, 
mostly beer tins. Nice bags. Nothing 
to report from True Heart car park, 
sadly. We’d been hoping to make 
a video, or whatever they are called 
these days.
And thanks to everyone who grows 
for us, and brings it in and demands 
extortionate valuations on their 
surplus courgettes. Keep doing it!

Tim Finney
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Andy Crawford
08000 350 141
07711 376 093

andrew.crawford790@btinternet.com

School of Motoring

Please contact:
Richard Polatch

Hinton Parva
01793 791 722 or 07971 310 619

info@parvalogs.co.uk
www.parvalogs.co.uk

PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

Delivered in bags or by the load
Lengths to fit open fires or log burners

SEASONED  HARDWOOD  LOGS
FOR SALE
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As is becoming a monthly 
occurance, I have an apol-
ogy to make.  This time it is 
to Gwen Parker.  In the June newslet-
ter, front page article about Bishop-
stone Mill I referred to the 1853 par-
ish enclosure map, this is incorrect, I 
do not have the enclosure map which 
is one of 1813, sorry.  
Also perhaps I should slightly apolo-
gise to the rural dean, who is actually 
an area dean.  He sent in a long ar-
ticle, rather too late, about our vicar-
to-be, which didn’t get included for 
lack of space.  Actually a lot of it had 
been covered in the front page article 
already and I’ve promised to put the 
rest in the October edition.  It set me 
thinking, what is a rural dean?  Do 
they have urban deans?  How many 
people in our parish would know that 

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

he existed?  Well chaps, you will find 
out about him in October.
And to the fellow on horseback who 
shouted at me last night Your trousers 
are torn, I can see your knickers.  I 
didn’t believe you and went on to even-
song exposing my (clean) knickers 
to the world - thanks mate!

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

One day in September

And Finally..........

Snippets of Down Under

One day in September …… this is a line from a popular 
Aussie football song about the last Saturday in September 
when the AFL (Australian Football League) Grand Final is 
played at the MCG (Melbourne Cricket Ground).  A ven-
ue that will be familiar to those of you who follow cricket, 
as it is also where the Boxing Day test match is played.
We are often asked what we miss about Australia and I must 
say that we are too busy enjoying all that England has to 
offer to miss many things.  I miss my sisters (3), brother 
and their children, however, Skype, Facebook, emails and 
incredibly cheap phone calls on our Sky package help.
Recently I heard the familiar voice of Mike Brady singing 
One Day in September, (it was the background music on a 
YouTube clip) and I realized just how much I missed “the footy”.  This could be explained by the fact that my team, 
after many seasons languishing at the bottom of the ladder has a fighting chance of making the finals this year.
To an Australian the footy does refer to AFL, a game that was thought to have been created to keep cricketers fit dur-
ing the winter months.  This game had its origins in the state of Victoria in 1857 and for many years Victoria was the 
most dominant footy state.  South Australia and Western Australia both had their own leagues, whereas New South 
Wales and Queensland were ‘Rugby’ states.  The league was originally called the VFL and it was in 1990 after the 
inclusion of clubs from other states during the ‘80s that it became the AFL.  Having grown up in Victoria both Jon 
and I are passionate footy supporters.  My team is Essendon (red and black) and Jon supports St Kilda (red, white 
and black).  The ball used is more like a rugby ball but the actual dimensions of the ovoid are slightly different.  Jon 
brought his Sherrin (the AFL brand football) to England with him and would love to have a few kicking partners – any 
volunteers?  He is happy to give lessons.
The grand final is on the 28th of September.  Jon and I will be up at 5 a.m. listening to it by streaming it live on our lap-
tops.  This is our best option since we cannot join the 93,000 plus people who will go to the MCG to see the game live.
Food and the AFL?  It just has to be a meat pie, specifically a Four’n Twenty, with lashings of tomato sauce.  Ahhh, 
another thing I miss. Helen Evans (aussiehelen59@gmail.com)


