
 

for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva December 2014

Christmas Presence Service
9.00pm 24th December

A short communion service to commence the 
festivities, remember the meaning of Christmas

Christingle Service 
  5.00pm Christmas Eve 
St.Mary’s, Bishopstone 

Where each young person is given a Christingle 
Orange with a candle in it and we sing Christ-
mas Carols by the light of these candles.
As in previous years there will be a collection 
for the work of the Children’s Society.

Things to do at Christmas

Christmas Family Communion  
11.00am  Christmas Day  

Bishopstone

2.30pm Tuesday 16th December
Help Decorate St. Swithun’s Church

Candle Lit Carol Service 
St Mary’s, Bishopstone 

6.00pm Sunday 14th December

Wanted
1 donkey and a couple of 

sheep for

The Donkey Service
6.00pm 

Wednesday 17th December
St. Swithun’s Church

Hinton Parva
Contact Marguerite 791 242
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
  
        Saturday            6th December          11.30am         Baptism                                         	 Bishopstone                                                      
        Sunday               7th December            8.30am        Holy Communion                            	 Lyddington
          2nd Sunday after Advent                     10.30am        Family Communion                          	 Bishopstone
					          1.00pm        Baptism					    Wanborough
					          4.00pm        Christingle 				    Wanborough
                                                       	      6.00pm        Evensong                                         	 Hinton Parva   
        Sunday             14th December          11.30am        Baptism                                         	 Wanborough          
           3rd Sunday after Advent                     6.00pm        Benefice Carol Service                   	 Bishopstone 
        Wednesday      17th December            9.30am        School Christmas Service		  Wanborough
					       * 6.00pm        Donkey Service                           		 Hinton Parva
        Friday              19th December            1.30pm        School Christmas Service                   	 Bishopstone
        Sunday             21st December             8.30am        Holy Communion BCP                          	 Wanborough     
           4th Sunday after Advent                   *10.30am       Family Communion 			   Lyddington     
                                    		            	      6.00pm        Evensong         				    Hinton Parva
        Wednesday      24th December            3.00pm        Crib Service                                 		 Lyddington
           Christmas Eve                                    5.00pm       Christingle      				    Bishopstone
                                                		       9.00pm        Christmas Presence              		  Hinton Parva
                                          		      11.30pm       Midnight Mass                          		  Wanborough                                           
                                                                     11.30pm       Midnight Mass                           		  Lyddington
        Thursday         25th December             9.30am       Christmas Family Communion                 Wanborough                                              	
           Christmas Day                                  11.00am       Christmas Family Communion         	 Bishopstone
        Sunday             28th December        *  6.00pm       Carols and Mincepies                        	 Hinton Hall
           1st Sunday after Christmas 
        Sunday               4th January               8.30am        Holy Communion                              	 Lyddington
          Epiphany                                           10.30am        Family Communion                        	 Bishopstone
                                                                      6.00pm        Evensong                                         	 Hinton Parva    

*Refreshments served after the service 

Dear Friends,
The season of Advent is about getting 
ready – getting ready for the celebra-
tion of Christmas; of Christ coming to 
us as a helpless baby born in a stable. 
However, too often the emphasis is 
on the practical preparations for the 
coming festivities. Each year we find 
ourselves caught up in the trappings 
of Christmas – making mince pies, 
ordering the turkey, buying presents, 
writing cards. Amidst the tinsel and 
the fairy lights our preparations 
gather pace at an alarming rate.
Where, oh where, is the Prince of 
Peace in all of this? Are we in danger 
of losing Christ in Christmas? Have 
we lost sight of him, thrown him out 
in the piles of paper or discarded car-
rier bags? We will miss much of the 
joy and celebration of Christmas if we 

have made no spiritual preparation. 
If we are to welcome the Christch-
ild anew into our hearts there must 
be room for him. Just as we get our 
homes ready to welcome family and 
friends so our hearts must be ready 
to greet the Babe of Bethlehem. 
So how can we clear some space in 
which to be with God, when can we 
find the time, and where should we 
be? For each one of us the answer 
will be different. We may well dis-
cover that taking the dog for a walk 
or the journey to and from work or 
shopping becomes the time to listen 
to God - thereby restoring a sense of 
balance and peace.
We must also remember that the 
Christchild we are preparing to wel-
come is God Incarnate. He is to be 
found in the midst of life, even in 
the midst of the crowded shopping 
precinct! Take a moment to look at 

the people around you, including the 
harassed mother, the unemployed 
youngster, the homeless stranger. 
Take a minute to listen to the carols 
being played over the sound system, 
and take time to look at the nativity 
scene in the shop window. Look at 
the wonder on a child’s face. There, 
in all of this, is God Incarnate.
Look again at the homeless stranger, 
and see Christ. Look again at the sin-
gle parent and see Mary. Look again 
at those struggling to make ends meet 
and see the Holy Family. Look again at 
children’s faces and see the shepherds 
and magi. Then, worship and adore.
And don’t forget to look at yourself, 
for it is for you that Christ was born. 
If we can do that, we will be pre-
pared and ready to welcome the 
Christ child into our hearts and lives.
Why not make time and space to come 
to one of the many services in the 

The Vicar’s Letter
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The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The 
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone,  The 
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1966@btinternet.com

The Secretary:  Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members:
Bill O’Connell (Chairman)                          

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

Paul Bailey (Treasurer)
01793 790 103       

paulbailey86@btinternet.com
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 07703 162 523

R2attayloralan@aol.com

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
                      December	           Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.
More volunteers are much needed to help look after St Mary’s – the cleaning 
can be done at any time, it doesn’t take long, and it’s a very rewarding and 
satisfying to help care for such an ancient building.  If you are interested in 
helping, or know of anyone else who might be, do please contact: 

Sarah Bally 791 121 .

From the Benefice Register
    Baptism
      St. Mary’s Bishopstone
             26th October     Dylan Herman William Oakley        		    

PCC  Meeting
Hinton Village Hall 

7.30pm Tuesday 2nd December 

Contacts
Any enquiries: Marguerite 

01793 791 242 
colinspeedway@aol.com

Family Service at St. Swithun’s 
The October service followed a Noah 
and the Ark theme.  Harry Marriott 
read a Noah reading beautifully, fol-
lowed by thoughtful and meaningful 
prayers read superbly by Angus Buck-
ley. Jamie Buckley proudly displayed 
his wonderful Noah’s ark picture. The 
children formed a procession around 
the church wearing their animal 
masks that they had made in Messy 
church. Arthur Downe wore his Mon-
key mask proudly and made some 
excellent Monkey sounds.

Swindon Christmas Care
Swindon Christmas Care will 
again provide temporary shel-
ter for homeless and lonely people 
over the Christmas Period.
Any donations of blankets, towels, 
clothing, toiletries, good warm cloth-
ing, sleeping bags, shoes and food 
can be taken to one of the Churches 
in the Benefice.
It will be collected on Saturday 21st 
December at 11.00am and taken to 
Queen’s Drive Methodist Church Hall, 
Park South.

Marguerite

News of Our Vicar, Bill
As many of you will know the Revd 
Bill O’Connell has been off work for 
health reasons since 1st September 
until further notice. 
Bill is making steady progress, please 
hold him in your prayers.  As a Swin-
don Deanery we are doing what 
we can to provide pastoral support 
in Bill’s absence. I am enormously 
grateful to retired priest the Revd 
Sandy Railton and lay minister John 
Godfree along with other colleagues 
who are taking  Sunday services and 
the occasional offices.  On your be-
half I am truly grateful to the Church 
Wardens, Marguerite Seaward at Hin-
ton, Doug Stevens at Bishopstone, 
Fiona Nelson at Liddington and 
Linda Simpson at Wanborough  for 
all of their support.  If you have any 
concerns please don’t hesitate to con-
tact them directly or myself as your 
Area Dean. Contact details below.
Please be assured of my prayers and 

support for the whole benefice as we 
look towards Advent and the beginning 
of the new Christian year.
Every blessing,

Sydney
The Revd Canon Sydney Stevenette
Area Dean of Swindon and Vicar 
of Christ Church with St Mary’s
The Vicarage, 26 Cricklade Street,
Swindon, SN1 3HG
01793 529 166
www.christchurchswindon.co.uk

churches of our Benefice – they will 
be full of the true spirit of Christmas 
and you will be very welcome.
May the beautiful blessings of Christ-
mas be Christ’s gift to you and to 
those for whom you love and care.
With love

Sandy

All the children helped Sandy pre-
pare for communion, including young 
Arthur

Kate Marriott



Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

Hinton Parva Village Hall  - December

The Booking Secretary is Kate Wright - 791 399
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Parish Council 	          Monday	       1st				       7.30pm
PCC          	          Tuesday        2nd  		                                               7.30pm
Card Club                  Wednesday   3rd	  		          7.00 - 9.00pm
Bridge for Beginners  Thursday	      4th & 11th                                    2.00 - 4.00pm
Bridge           	           Friday          5th, 12th, & 19th                                      7.30pm
Private Party             Saturday      7th 			         11.30 - 2.30pm
Children’s Party         Saturday     13th  	                 4.00 - 6.00pm           
Carol Service             Sunday        28th 	 	                            6.00pm

Bishopstone Village Hall  - December
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like to make 
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us 
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back to 
you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number 
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.
Monday          1st			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm			                   

Tuesday          2nd  			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm           
Wednesday     3rd    			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm				  

Thursday        4th     Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am          School   11.45 - 3.00pm                 

Friday	                  5th			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm				                     
Monday          8th			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm							     

Tuesday          9th  			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm   
Wednesday   10th     			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm	 		            Private Party 4.30 - midnight	
Thursday      11th        Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am               School 11.45 - 3.15pm  	             WI  6.00 - 10.00pm                    
Friday	              12th			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm
Saturday       13th			   Defibrillator Training  9.00 - 11.00am
Monday        15th			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm							     

Tuesday        16th  			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm   
Wednesday   17th     			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm	 		            
Thursday      18th        Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am               School 11.45 - 3.15pm  	                                 
Friday	              19th			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm  	
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Hinton Village Hall
Committee meeting 
Monday 1st December

 

Please contact me for details.    
Howard  791 171

Caretaker Required - 
Bishopstone Village Hall
The village hall committee are 
looking for a responsible per-
son to assist with the care and 
maintenance of the village hall.  
Hours are flexible to suit applicant.
For more details of hourly rate etc 
please telephone:          

David Wray 791 125 
                    or Carol Sarchet 791 453

Projector Screen Wanted
for Hinton Parva Village Hall
Anything measuring over 36” would 
be acceptable, as more and more 
speakers are bringing Powerpoint 
presentations to the hall.
Price negotiable or permanent loan.... 
whichever suits
Please call Hazel Cooke 790 621
On behalf of the Village Hall Committee 

& the Women’s InstituteHinton Children’s Christmas Party
Saturday 13th December  

4.00 - 6.00pm
Hinton Parva Village Hall

	 Lots of Fun, Games & Party Food
           For Children aged 12 and under 
           £3.50 to include a small present
           Please book no later than 
        5th December by ringing 
           Kate Wright on  791 399 
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours



Take six British bat species – Brown 
long-eared, Common and Soprano 
pipistrelle, Greater horseshoe, Natter-
er’s, Noctule and Serotine, a knowl-
edgeable speaker, Jan Freebern from 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, home-made 
supper in the Gallery and the church, 
beautifully decorated by Chris Tho-
mas and her volunteers for Harvest 
Festival, and St Mary’s conservation 
programme was off to a flying start. 
Twelve people attended the inaugu-
ral slide show in October; donating 
£35 towards bat conservation and 
£15 towards a church toilet project. 
Emily, Mogs and Jane cooked dinner 
and a little Bishopstone bat made a 
guest appearance. 
 

The Dancing Mice in the Newsletter 
will announce future events, 

please send your ideas to 
the Editor.    

Jane McCutchan 
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meat; vegetables; local 
honey; fudge & choco-
lates; cakes; plants; rape-
seed oil; jam & chut-
ney; flavoured coffee; 
wood carvings; children’s 
knitwear; cards & gifts. 
More stalls than ever of the 
same high quality you have 
come to expect. 

Ashbury Market
Ashbury Village Hall

Sunday 14th December 11.00 - 1.00pm

In aid of Ashbury Pre-School (registered charity 1047271)

For more information contact: 
Yvette Cummings 01793 790 387 
(yvette3mc@aol.com).

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
Speaker Launches Conser-
vation Programme at St Mary’s

Bats R Us

Place your Christmas meat orders 
and buy your Christmas gifts early! 
Stalls will be selling:

Quiz Night & Supper 12th November
Picture the scene … (you’ll have to, 
because there just hasn’t been time to 
do a sketch and there are no photos) 
… Bishopstone village hall, 60+ peo-
ple seated in teams, eager to start The 
Quiz of the Year. Glasses filled, pens 
poised, expert Quizmaster, Cheryl, 
had done her homework. Our brains 
audibly whizzed and whirred as we 
contemplated such diverse questions 
as, Where on the body would you find 
the Hallux? Name that piece of Coun-
try music, and (one that didn’t stump 
those of us over a certain age), Who 
was the Flowerpot men’s companion. 
Surely you remember Bill & Ben the 
Flowerpot Men? First transmitted in 
1952 and repeated regularly for more 
than twenty years. Thank you, Pete, 
for remembering it was Little Weed. 
It was a really happy evening, spent 
in the company of likeminded local 
people who just wanted to relax and 
have a bit of fun. The food was out-
standing; Mary Berry would be proud 
of our wonderful cookery volunteers, 

Bishopstone Gardening club not to mention the three dynamos in 
the kitchen, Doreen, Sarah and Mary. 
It was a great end to the Garden So-
ciety’s year; we’re signing off now 
for a few months while the festive 
season takes over and we’ll resume 
on 11th February 2015.  Updates on 
speakers and organised visits for next 
year will be found on the Garden-
ing Society’s Hotmail account: gar-
densoc@hotmail.co.uk and in future 
editions of the Parish Newsletter.
Meanwhile, the Bishopstone & Dis-
trict Garden Society would like 
to wish everyone a Happy Christ-
mas and a peaceful New Year. 
May your 2015 gardens be weed 
free and extremely productive!
Meetings 7:00pm second Wednesday 
of each month unless otherwise stat-
ed, at Bishopstone Village Hall. Tea/
coffee, raffle and sometimes cakes. 
Please do come along and join in!
For more details contact:
Hotmail account (above), Doreen 
Cooper 792 965, Chris Thomas 790 
106, Sheila Collins 790 358.

Sheila Collins



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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Wanborough Scouts & Remem-
brance Sunday
A big thankyou to The 1st Wanbor-
ough Scout Group of Beavers, Cubs 
and Scouts for attending our Remem-
brance Service at St Swithun’s Hinton 
Parva on Sunday 9th November. 
The Church was packed for this great 
occasion. Particular thanks to Helen 
James who played the last post, fol-
lowed by two minutes silence, then 
reveille most beautifully on the bu-
gle, Mr Paul Williams for a very 
interesting talk, Mr Toby Ford for 
reading the roll of names from both 
Bishopstone and Hinton, Colonel 
Paul Wise who read The Kohima 
Epitaph and the choir for their sing-
ing throughout communion. Lastly to 
Revd Sandy Railton for taking a very 
poignant and beautiful service.
A Total of £212.62 has been sent to 
The British Legion.

The 1st Wanborough Scout Group 
is looking for new recruits. 
Contact: Mrs T Lanstein 

07795 057 420

Bishopstone School
Dear All
It has been brought to my attention, 
so I wish to clarify, the school’s use of 
the village hall.  The school currently 
pays to use the hall on a daily basis 
for assemblies, lessons and since Sep-
tember the hot school lunch which is a 
government initiative. We are always 
keen to make the most of the opportu-
nities that the village hall provides to 
enhance the school. Both the school 
and village hall are very much in-
tegral to the local community and it 
would be a true shame if the village 
hall is not used for both school and 
non-school activities.  As previously 
happened, if a booking for the hall 
is made then the school vacates the 
building to allow the booking to take 
place.  Nothing has altered this and the 
arrangement continues allowing the 
hall to be utilised as much as possible 
and serving all of the community.  
On another note I have now been at 
the school for a year, I am thorough-
ly enjoying the daily challenges and 
spirit of a small school.  I have ac-
quired new skills from catching stray 
ducklings, mopping the hall floor and 
understanding the unique makeup of 
the school walls through to more se-
riously understanding the importance 
of developing new ways to enhance 
the children’s learning when in a 
more rural setting.  Over the last year 
the school has strengthened in many 
ways, building on the hard work put 
in by Mrs Walton, but there are many 
new projects that we wish to under-
take.  We currently have a group of 
young writers who are eager for a 
receptive audience and wish to share 

daily events at school with the local 
community (with a touch of guid-
ance!).  I hope this gives you a month-
ly peep into school life (reminding 
me that whilst teaching yesterday a 
rather small furry mousey nose was 
most definitely listening in on the les-
son, very different from the wild tor-
toises that used to nose into my les-
sons in Turkey!).  This is, in all their 
own words, what they wish to share:
We like writing happy, fun and exciting 
stories.  We do lots of interesting les-
sons including English, Maths, PSHE, 
R.E to name just a few!  We have real-
ly cool white boards that are interac-
tive and special pens, these work with 
the iPads.  We have a made our own 
First World War hospital to play in, 
while we learn about the war.  We are 
getting some sparkly fish to feed, this 
is exciting.  On a Wednesday we do 
computing with Mr Anley and learn 
how to code.  The school does lots of 
events, last year the infants went on a 
trip to Didcot railway and went on a 
dark blue electric train.  We are cele-
brating Children in Need day by wear-
ing our pyjamas and selling cakes 
and lemonade to help raise money.

Written by year 2 and year 3.
  

Next time the older children will be 
sharing their thoughts, it is always 
very interesting to see what they feel 
is important to share.
Finally we are keen to invite speakers 
or local residents with skills to share 
in the school.  Maybe you could teach 
the children how to knit, talk about 
times gone by and living in the local 
area, or an interesting occupation that 
you had and could discuss (KS2 are 
working hard on their debating 

skills).  
If you would like to become involved 
please give Sue a ring on 
01793 790 521 
or pop into the school.  
We look forward to seeing you.

Emma Lindsay



 

Village News December 2014								                                    9

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

One or two apolo-
gies to kick off this 
month—sorry we 
didn’t cause any ma-
jor emergency service trips to Bish-
opstone in the course of our bonfire 
and fireworks night; in fact though, 
as several guests pointed out, our re-
laxed but serious approach to health 
and safety is a big plus. We do think 
it through, we do have some serious 
people around keeping a discrete eye 
on things, but we know that there is 
a huge well of common sense in eve-
ryone, and most people know that 
fires are hot and fireworks can go 
anywhere, even horizontally occa-
sionally! Steve Patterson, who often 
helps me in my hour of need, ran the 
fireworks like an old pro, and the only 
censure he administered was to the 
landlord himself, who appeared to be 
about to throw an old, damp rocket on 
the fire in complete contravention of 
everything he had asked others to do. 
Steve and Russell, and all those oth-
ers who were watching (and drink-
ing), thank you for saving me! And 
thanks to the people who added big 
time to our own firework collection.
And sorry that this idiot also never 
seems to know when Thanksgiving 
Day is. I have moved in my own mind 
between 26th November and 27th No-
vember, on a daily basis; so it’s no 
wonder no-one can be bothered book-
ing. It is officially the 27th, Thursday 
of the week you get this, and those 
few who have booked for the 26th will 
be contacted. I just happen to be hav-
ing a pro-American phase—not like 
me, really—but I am thrilled that they 
and the UK have stepped into to try to 
help with Ebola while the rest of the 
superpowers sit on their selfish hands. 
Obviously we have space for people 
as the few words above make clear.
Job: yes, as people move on to higher 
education and ‘real careers’, as one 
of my occasional customers has once 
described the hospitality industry, 
we have at least one vacancy cur-
rently—probably 20-30 hours per 
week, some weekends, we can of-

The Royal Oak Diary fer regular slots; any age, sex, race, 
faith etc etc, we simply do not care 
about such things so long as we see 
competence, honesty and warmth. 
Speak to Lotte, 01793 790 481.
New Year—what to do? Well, some-
thing, at least. Simply done—great 
food from a very limited menu of 
stunning ingredients; lovely cocktails 
and beers; music provided by a mar-
vellous generous local man, by all ac-
counts. All we want is a simple party, 
local people, clean fun. No entry tick-
ets or any of that daft town rubbish. 
We’ll feed all of you or none of you, 
probably till about 9 oclock-ish, but 
it’s not going to be champagne and 
lobsters all round. Let us know you 
might be with us, if you remember.
And December—we already have 14 
million people booked for various 
Xmas lunches and suppers, which we 
will provide everyday if asked. Our 
Xmas menus are on the website and 
in paper form round the pub; but you 
won’t be wanting that—why not just 
enjoy what we do every day, seven 
days a week, and feast on the best 
pork in the country, grown with love 
and affection by Helen and her staff 
up above the Ridgeway. Food miles, 
what’s that?
Little gossip—for various reasons I 
had to drive to Sweden in the midst 
of the past month, and so the tittle 
tattle that normally I pick up as I 
drive past the school gates, and the 
residue that filters back to the pub, 
has escaped me. I’m sure the new 
occupants of High Street will keep 
me informed. And Russell and Adri-

Bishopstone 100 club
October Winners

                 1st         98 Toby Ford
       2nd      42 Sue Walton

  	     3rd      55 Sue Bone
You can also check if you have won 
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

Mobile Library
Wednesday 3rd, 13th & 31st  December

Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am
Hinton Church  11.00am

West Hinton Farm  11.20am
The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a 
coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

an’s ockers will be celebrated on the 
menu in the new year. Only Russell 
knows the full details of what links 
Bishopstone to the Spanish Armada, 
and ockers is a big clue.
I will be leaving the country, to many 
people’s relief, if we have more than 
25 UKIP MPs after the next election. 
I am looking forward to hosting some 
political hustings in the pub during 
spring 2015, and I promise to behave 
very badly.

#TFWanborough School
Friday 5th December  
Christmas Bazaar 

including second-hand school uni-
form sale.
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions		     Plastering		      Plumbing
Landscaping		        Tiling			       Terracing
Roofing			      Carpentry		        Flooring
Kitchens		              Bathrooms	           Decorating
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I make no apology for all 
church services on the front 
page, as I agree with Sandy 
(Vicar’s letter, page 2).  I 
must confess and can’t understand 
why everyboy is so busy, I try not to 
think too much about the festive season 
until after the 1st December.
The main thought occupying my 
brain at the moment is that my chick 
is flying the nest, not for the first time.  
Kind friends commiserate You will 
miss him, my reply is No I’m counting 
the days.  I won’t miss random stuff, 
nothing to do with me, scattered about 
the place, lights and computers forev-
er switch on, washing up not done but, 
yes, I will miss the companionship and 
even more, tasty meals being cooked 
for me.  As I write they are out look-
ing for furniture and I remember mov-

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

ing into Brock Cottage when I was his 
age, all we possessed were the main 
essentials, a television and a music 
centre (gosh that dates me) and a large 
quantity of toys, it was so exciting.  
Good luck guys, but you will come 
back to mow my lawn, won’t you?
Happy Christmas  

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

And Finally..........

Episode 6: Using Raku Glazes
It has been a quiet month in the pottery, while we have attended to more urgent garden matters, such as planting 
bulbs and hedge cutting! However we have found time to trial some new raku glazes on a series of test pots. Every 
now and then we make small pots or tiles so that we can use them to test out new techniques or try out new finishes.
Apart from Naked Raku pottery, which I explained in an earlier 
episode, we also make raku pottery that is glazed. Our process 
entails spraying or painting a special earthenware glaze on to a 
fired pot. This pot is then fired again to a glowing 1000 degrees. 
While still red-hot with molten glaze it is taken from the kiln 
and placed on a mixture of newspaper and sawdust to create a 
reducing (no oxygen) atmosphere. The pot is quickly consumed 
by flame and smoke, and then covered with a metal container. 
After allowing the pot to smoke for a little while it is removed, 
cooled and cleaned up in soapy water. When it emerges a magi-
cal transformation has caused coloured landscapes, formed from 
very thin layers of copper or silver, to appear in the glaze, along 
with a distinctive black crackle. This is a real WOW moment!
Our recent glaze tests had mixed results and guess what? The 
best result was from the one we have been using for some time. 
We love the effects of this turquoise copper glaze, which produces shades of turquoise, 
through to purple, pink and copper.
We visited the Oxford Ceramics Fair last month. It is run by the Craft Potters Association and has a large number of 
potters exhibiting who have been selected by the CPA so the standard is really good. We arrived looking for inspira-
tion and left feeling a little daunted by the excellence of some but cheered by the dubious standard of some others. 
Maybe we are not so bad after all!
Latest news: Our new website is now well under construction. www.bishopstonepottery.co.uk is coming soon!
We are planning ahead to next October when we will be putting on an exhibition in Dulverton, Somerset with Mary 
Le Coyte (ex Bishopstone resident), who now makes jewellery, and a painter from that area.
						                  Sue Walton and Adrian Dent

 Spraying on the glaze!


