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Due to the exciting results of the 
fête dig last June we have continued 
to excavate in the hope of discover-
ing more about this part of the vil-
lage.  The completion of trench A 
was followed by three others.  Each 
revealed something of Bishopstone’s 
history.
At the bottom of trench A two small 
ditches predated a chalk walled, 
sunken floored building.  Contem-
porary with the building and cutting 
the ditches, a shallow pit contained 
the remains of a new born infant, 
laid out with care in the thirteenth 
century.  Babies interred in medieval 
buildings are rare and the reason for 
this practice is unknown, however, it 
has been suggested that it was an in-

vocation of folk magic 
to ensure the survival 
of future children.
Hoping to determine 
the continuation of the 
building Trench B was 
opened on the north 
side of the large gully, 
which we had specu-
lated was a passage 
through the house.  This 
proved not to be the 
case, it being a later 
feature cutting through 
the continuing medieval 
walling, which as this 
point was poorly 
preserved.
In an attempt to define 
the extent of the build-
ing Trench C was cut 
further to the north. 
Although there was no 
sign of an end wall at 
this point, or sunken 
floor, a scatter of chalk 

blocks was found to overlie an area 
of intense burning, clearly evidence 
of a hearth. Also recovered here be-
sides medieval pottery and animal 
bones, were, small lumps of iron slag.
Immediately to the east Trench D, the 
final cutting, located on a steep slope 
that dropped down to a flat terrace be-
fore again descending to a stream. A 
wall was revealed at ninety degrees to 
the incline, part-way down. Its lower 
course comprised of sarcen stones and 
the upper of chalk blocks.  A form of 
construction that can be seen in ex-
isting buildings in the area today, it’s 
object being to prevent rising damp. 
Cutting into the wall, a shallow gul-
ley contained further iron slag and 
burnt clay lumps, perhaps pointing 
to the Trench C hearth being a smith-
ing hearth, and thus the presence of 
a medieval blacksmith.  The gully 
seemingly extended into a large pit, 
50cms deep, of which we uncovered 
approximately 1 metre x 80cms, its 
full extent unknown.  Frustratingly the 
pit didn’t contain anything to explain 
it’s purpose.  It had a compacted bot-
tom and appears to have been filled in 
fairly rapidy.
Much twelfth to fifteenth century 
pottery and animal bone has been 
recovered. These will help us to 
determine  a fuller picture of the 
inhabitants’daily lives; what they 
ate, which animals they raised and 
how food was prepared. Most of the 
pottery vessels came from kiln sites 
near Newbury, or Minety in north 
Wiltshire, whilst glazed flagons came 
from further afield.
Plan of the site top left, Trench D look-
ing west from the bottom of the slope, 
centre below.

Bernard Phillips & Mogs Boon

A Little Piece of Medieval Bishopstone
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN JANUARY

        Saturday            4th January                   7.00pm    Busy Lives Communion                      Wanborough
        Sunday               5th January                   8.30am    Holy Communion      Lyddington
          Epiphany                                    11.00am    Family Service    Bishopstone
              6.00pm    Evensong    Hinton Parva
       Wednesday         8th January                 10.30am     Midweek Communion                               Lyddington                                                                        
                                                                          7.00pm    Midweek Communion                   Wanborough         
        Sunday             12th January                   8.30am    Holy Communion            Hinton Parva                     
          Baptism of Christ                                   9.30am     Holy Communion          Lyddington
          1st Sunday after Epiphany         11.00am    Family Service    Wanborough
             6.00pm     Evensong    Bishopstone
       Wednesday       15th January                 10.30am     Midweek Communion                               Lyddington                                                                        
                                                                          7.00pm    Midweek Communion                               Wanborough  
        Sunday             19th   January                  8.30am     Holy Communion                    Bishopstone
          2nd Sunday after Epiphany                       9.30am    Holy Communion             Hinton Parva
             11.00am    Family Service    Lyddington
              6.00pm    Evensong     Wanborough
       Wednesday       22nd January                 10.30am    Midweek Communion                        Lyddington                                                                        
                                                                          7.00pm    Midweek Communion                    Wanborough   
        Sunday             26th January                   8.30am    Holy Communion                         Wanborough
          3rd Sunday of Epiphany           9.30am    Holy Communion   Bishopstone
             11.00am    Family Service    Hinton Parva
              6.00pm    Evensong    Lyddington
       Wednesday       29th January                  10.30am   Midweek Communion                         Lyddington                                                                        
                                                                           7.00pm   Midweek Communion                              Wanborough   
        Sunday               1st February                  8.30am    Holy Communion                                   Lyddington
          Candlemas                                             11.00am    Family Service                                      Bishopstone
          Presentation of Christ in the Temple       6.00pm    Evensong                                            Hinton Parva

Coffee to follow Midweek Communion Service at Lyddington

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear friends and neighbours
On New Year’s Eve, Marilyn stood up 
in the local pub and announced that it 
was time to get ready. At the stroke 
of midnight, she wanted every hus-
band to be standing next to the one 
person who made his life worth liv-
ing. Well, it was kind of embarrass-
ing. As the clock struck, the bartender 
was almost crushed to death! 
The Church Calendar or the Chris-
tian New Year began on the first 
week of Advent. This was on the 1st 
of December in 2013 and is a bit of 
a pointer toward the range of differ-
ent cultures and traditions the world 
over, and the differences that they 
can bring to bear. Growing up in the 
1960’s Spaghetti was not a regular 
feature of the average English dining 
table, yet today it is not unusual to 

see pasta in a whole range of shapes 
and sizes on our plates.
Last year we will have said farewell 
to a number of people for a whole 
host of different reasons. The clos-
ing and opening of relationships, lives 
and indeed doors can be hugely chal-
lenging for good or for ill. The nub 
for me is what we do next. In every 
walk of life there is an unquenchable 
search for a better way, either to be 
or to do. 
It’s as natural as breathing for most 
of us and is a trait that is either in-
herited or learnt from those who have 
excited, inspired or simply encour-
aged us. Perhaps we too are all called 
to be bartenders in some small way, 
serving the people in front of us re-
gardless of where they have come 
from with a measure of good cheer, 
part of a company of merry souls in 
an environment with warmth, hospi-

tality and no small degree of mirth.
It’s this kind of environment that 
fosters good learning, good relation-
ships and very importantly inspiring 
communities. So in this same spirit 
of encouragement and in particular 
for those who struggle to know quite 
what to pray try the following; God, 
grant me the senility to forget the peo-
ple I never liked anyway, the good 
fortune to run into the ones that I do, 
and the eyesight to tell the difference. 
May your New Year be full of time 
with people you enjoy being with, 
especially people you perhaps never 
really knew before.
With best wishes and prayers,

Bill

PCC Meeting 
7.30 27th January 

The Old Vicarage, Bishopstone



Village News January 2014                                                           3

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The 
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone,  The 
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1996@btinternet.com

The Secretary: Caroline.Brandi
07768 822 403 or 01793 790 849

caroline.brandi@danone.com
The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White                01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members:
Alan Taylor (Chairman)                          

07703 162 523
r2attaylor@aol.com

Joanna Jenkins (Vice Chairman)           
01793 790 545

joannajenkins@hotmail.co.uk
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)

01793 790 103       
paulbailey86@btinternet.com

Joy Ball                       01793 790 293
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry             01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com

From the Benefice Register
 

                Funeral
         St. Swithun’s, Hinton Parva  

  17th January    Gordon Kingsmill   aged 92

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone - 2014
                      January                Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews 
          February              Ros Boot & Gladys Jones 
          March                  Fran Sishton & Frances Shone 
          April                    Caroline Brandi & Jill White 
          May                     Chris Thomas & Gill May
                      June                     Maggie Gill & Jane Golding 
          July                      Liz Warrick & Jane Manktelow 
          August                 Joanna Jenkins & Sarah Bally 
                      September           Jill Rankin & Hilary Pitts 
           October               Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett 
          November           Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
                      December            Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.
More volunteers are much needed to help look after St Mary’s – the cleaning 
can be done at any time, it doesn’t take long, and it’s a very rewarding and 
satisfying to help care for such an ancient building.  If you are interested in 
helping, or know of anyone else who might be, do please contact: 
Joanna Jenkins on 790545.  Thank you.

Our flower arranging plans had to be 
slightly altered at the last moment.
We had, over Advent, placed green-
ery around the church but the me-
morial service for our friend Gordon 
Kingsmill meant that the church was 
filled with glorious yellow flowers 
which have augmented our normal 
decorations.
We met on the 18th December to eat 
mince pies and scatter gold baubles 
and candles round St. Swithun’s
The church looks amazing, thanks to 
Angie, Lesley, Conta, Lorna, Linda, 
Fran and Sarah.

Mogs

St. Swithun’s Prepares for Christmas



Bishopstone Village Hall  - January
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like to make 
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us 
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back to 
you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number 
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.
Monday        6th   School 1.00 - 3.00pm                                                             
Tuesday        7th      School 1.00 - 3.45pm      Ballet 3.45 - 6.45pm                Tae Quon Do  7.00 - 8.00pm        
Wednesday   8th        School 1.00 - 3.00pm                            
Thursday       9th     Mothers & Toddlers 9.30 - 11.00am         

Monday       13th    School 1.00 - 3.00pm               Skittles 7.00 - 9.00pm                                         
Tuesday       14th      School 1.00 - 3.45pm     Ballet 3.45 - 6.45pm               Tae Quon Do 7.00 - 8.00pm
Wednesday  15th      School 1.00 - 3.00pm                                             
Thursday     16th   Mothers & Toddlers 9.30 - 11.00am                   

Monday      20th     School 1.00 - 3.00pm    
Tuesday      21st     School 1.00 - 3.45pm      Ballet 3.45 - 6.45pm                Tae Quon Do 7.00 - 8.00pm               
Wednsday   22nd     School 1.00 - 3.00pm
Thursday    23rd      Mothers & Toddlers 9.30 - 11.00am
Monday      20th     School 1.00 - 3.00pm    
Tuesday      21st     School 1.00 - 3.45pm      Ballet 3.45 - 6.45pm                Tae Quon Do 7.00 - 8.00pm               
Wednsday   22nd     School 1.00 - 3.00pm
Thursday     23rd     Mothers & Toddlers 9.30 - 11.00am
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Bridge                      Friday           3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st     7.30pm
Parish Council                Monday         6th                    7.00pm
WI               Thursday       9th            7.00 - 9.30pm
Village Supper               Saturday      11th                            4.00 - 6.00pm  
Private Meeting             Saturday     29th                    10.00 - noon  

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

Hinton Parva Village Hall 
Bookings  – January

Please note the new Booking Secretary is Kate Wright - 791 399
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva £8.00 per 
hour for those living outside the parish

Hinton Parva Annual Village Supper
Hinton Vilage Hall

 7.30 pm, Saturday 11th January

2 course supper £10       BYO:  Your own drinks
Remember seating is limited so book now

Contact: Howard  791 171 
hintonparvavillagehall@gmail.com

Charity Number 277564

Bishopstone 100 club
November Winners

  1st       60   Jane McCutchan 
2nd   76   Keith & Julie Gibbison

  3rd     9   Cheryl Keen
The club is to support Bishop-
stone Village Hall and you have 
a chance to win £20, £10 or £5 
each month.

Contact: Jo Selbourne 790 485
You can also check if you 
have won on our website:

www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES Painting & Decorating

• High quality interior & exterior work
• Commercial & Domestic Premises
• City & Guilds Qualified
• Portfolio and References Available
• Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
• Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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Mobile Library
Wednesday 15th & 29th  January
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be in the vil-
lages on the above dates. Wide range of books 
available, including large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is outside Bishopstone 
Village Hall a coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Gordon Kingsmill 1921-2013
Gordon was born in Barnet, North London in 1921.  As a young boy he loved to spot trains passing under the bridges 
with his sister, Joyce.  By his early teens he was a keen boy scout and a budding entrepreneur.  He had his own stamp 
business in which he advertised in a stamp collector’s magazine and  sent out collections of stamps on approval.  The 
stamps would be paid for, if required.
In the Spring of 1939, aged eighteen , he joined the Territorial Army for something to do.  By the Autumn, he was 
in uniform and contemplating life as a soldier.  His experiences during the war year, his treasured the friendships he 
made and the hardships and losses coloured his view of life until the day he died.
During the war, in 1943, he married his childhood sweetheart, Sheila Lewis.  They moved out of London at the first 
opportunity once the war was over and in 1951  to Glebe Cottage  (or Cheermantle as they called it),  at the lower end 
of Bishopstone High Street,  became their first permanent home.  Gordon rented the cottage from  Bob Browning for 
the sum of £1 per week!  In those days there was a small field below the house where we kept a pony.  Now this is the 
site of several homes.
Gordon, had moved to Bishopstone to take up a position as a junior partner in Monahan’s Accountants in Swindon. 
His senior partner, Brian Monahan, lived in The Hawthorns, opposite Mrs. Smith’s shop, next to The Royal Oak.  In 
the hard winter of 1963, Gordon and Brian would join forces with Stan Clayton of Sarsens, then a senior executive  
on the Swindon Evening Advertisier and carpool through the snowdrifts into Swindon .  In the boot were spades and 
snow chains in case they became stuck.
Gordon quickly immersed himself in village life, holding the position of both organist and PCC Treasurer for more 
than forty years.
In 1967 we left Bishopstone for Hinton Parva where my parents had purchased The Grove at auction for £40,000, at-
tracted by its large vegetable garden, paddock and outbuildings. Gardening was my father’s passion and it was the 
focus of his free time throughout his life.
Villagers may remember a metal table at the end of the drive that was used to sell marrows, beans and tomatoes dur-
ing the summer and fruit from the apple and plum trees in autumn.  For many years the sign read All Proceeds to The 
Church Roof Fund.
The village Flower Show was a highlight of the year and , as children, we learned to keep out of the way on the morn-

ing of the Show. The best specimens would be handled 
with utmost care and tempers could fray if a potential 
prize winner had gone past its best during the night!
In retirement my father became an active member of The 
Worshipful Company of Chartered Accountants, a  Livery 
company of the City of London.  He loved the history and 
traditions of the City of London and his years as Clerk 
and, finally Master in 1996/7 were to him the icing on the 
cake after a long, satisfying professional career.
In 1999, now a widower, Gordon married Jennie.  Their 
fourteen years together gave my father so much happi-
ness.  We are thankful for the long, happy life he led in 
these villages and our thoughts are now with Jennie at 
this sad time.

Juliet Kingsmill



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

• Pruning and Shaping
• Felling and Removal
• Hedge Cutting
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991

SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

www.swindonski.co.uk
enquiries@swindonski.co.uk

Ian Thomas 07778 807 873



We should be able to publish our up coming events for 2014 in the February issue.
We do know that the very popular Plant Sale will be in May. If you are di-
viding any plants or propagating over the next few months please bear us in 
mind! This is our main source of income which will help pay for the experts 
that come to speak at our monthly gatherings.
The Club Show will be in September.
.

If anyone has any suggestions on topics that they would like to learn more 
about please get in touch with: 

Doreen Cooper  7929 65 or Chris Thomas 790 106
email  gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk

James’s Landscaping
& Gardening Service

Grass cutting, Hedge Trimming
Small trees, Clearances

Garden Maintenance

Hard Landscaping
Fencing, Gates,Paths & Paving

Locally based in Wanborough
For quotations, bookings 

or information
  Please telephone

James Robb 07863 599 991

©
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Bishopstone Gardening club..................

Bishopstone Annual Craft Fair....................
.........................has raised £750 which go to Bishopstone School and Bristol Children’s Hospital.
Many thanks to all the helpers before and on the night and to all who came along to make this another fun and success-
ful fair.

Chris Thomas and Gill May



 

Forest Nursery, Pre-School 
& After School Club

Giving your children the best start in life 
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Quality childcare in our idyllical-
ly set country forest  pre-school 
and nursery. Plenty of fun activi-
ties. Wholesome home-cooked 
food. Funding available*. Excellent 
OFSTED report year after year....

Please contact us on :   (01793) 790 271
Or visit our website :   
www.hillsboroughdaynursery.co.uk
Hillsborough Day Nursery, 
Pre School and After School Club, Bishopstone, SN6 8PW

*Flexible Government Funding for 3 to 4 Year olds through Early Years Funding

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
 o     Free range Tamworth pork
 o     Free range chicken
 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

The Royal Oak Diary
So, who was 
the Bishopstone 
head teacher in 
the 90s who was 
drummed out of 

her job for financial irregularities? 
Which cottage within a mile of Bish-
opstone did Jude Law use for several 
years as his secret love nest? (fancy 
leaving Sienna Miller at home, I ask 
you!). Who was the captain of the 
raft in the last Bishopstone raft race 
that was disqualified for flour bomb-
ing other competitors, and then sank 
anyway? Which house in the village 
did Camilla Parker Bowles discuss 
this year, when she was looking for 
somewhere for her children to live 
in? How many children does Fran 
Sishton really have?—is it 3? Or 4? 
Or 5? Or more than the Kellers?  All 
questions are multiple choice, so even 
more fun guaranteed. At which club 
did Bishopstone’s best known Pre-
miership management person start 
his career? Was it Torquay? Swindon 
Supermarine? Bishopstone United?
Yes, it’s The Royal Oak new year’s 
eve quiz. Racy, salacious, and we 
will stoop to the level of the gutter if 
we have to in order to drag you away 
from your cheap supermarket beer, 
even if only for two hours.
Oh yes, and here’s the surprise as 
well—it’s New Year’s Eve and The 
Royal Oak is CUTTING beer prices 
for one evening only (and cider, and 
lager)—probably everything at £3/

pint. And a guest beer as well, prob-
ably Butts organic brew, fantastic! To 
help your appetite for beer, and to get 
your brains moving smoothly, we’ll 
be doing just lovely bar food that 
night—our own scotch eggs, venison 
lollipops, sausage rolls, fishy bits, 
veggie bits, chips, cheeses—all round 
loveliness, really, from your warm 
hearted host!
Quiz will be £10 per team, anything 
from 2 to 10 people, starts at 8pm 
and should end by 10.00pm. MAS-
SIVE cash prizes for first and second 
places (£50 for first, anyway). Please 
terll us if you wish to be part of the 
quiz. The quizmeister is the landlord, 
and his decisions might be final. And 
then some music—the village favour-
ites, Cheesehouse Band, from 10pm, 
thro till midnight. Then you can all 
go home! We would be very happy to 
see you, at any time.
In 2014, the first event of note is 
Burns Night, January 25th, a Satur-
day. I am looking for some voluntary 
Scots people to speak on this occa-
sion, and it might be the last chance 
you have before Independence next 
year and you are all heading north-
wards, by all accounts. Dates for 
your diary, if you keep one: Drive it 
Day for classic cars is April 27th; and 
Pig Racing in Cues Lane is likely to 
be May 24th or June 1st.
We would be delighted to see you at 
any time.
Happy New Year,

Tim Finney 

Bishopstone Amateur 
Dramatic Society - Review

After it’s successful resurrection last 
year the BADS really moved up a 
gear with their latest production; The 
Amorous Ambassadorby Michael 
Parker.  
Using a complicated set, beautifully 
crafted by Russell Hatch and Pete 
Bond, the action centred around the 
weekend country retreat of the Ameri-
can Ambassador to Britain.  Tom 
Green took on the role of the Ambas-
sador (Harry Douglas), with Val Bro-
din as his long-suffering wife (Lois) 
and Louise Sweet their daughter 
(Debbie).  With convincing American 
accents each of them contrived to ar-
range illicit meetings with their lov-
ers over the course of the weekend, 
all under the watchful eye of the very 
British butler, Perkins, played by Tim 
Finney.  Following a bomb scare at the 
Embassy, their weekend at home is 
disturbed by the arrival of the US Ma-
rines in the shape of Jonathan Boon 
(Captain South with another convinc-
ing accent) and the Ambassador’s sec-
retary, Faye, played by Fiona Alston.  
In typical Brian Rix fashion there was 
a great deal of coming and going on 
the stage with much split-second tim-
ing and Debbies’ boyfriend Joe (Alex 
O’Neil) trying to explain his presence 
whilst dressed as a girl and trying to 
avoid the amorous  advances of Harry 
and the more threatening attentions of 
South who is convinced he is a mad 
bomber.Sophie Stoye (Marian) played 
the part of the Ambassador’s girl-
friend and even the stoical Perkins 
managed to get in on the romantic 
action by hitching up with Faye.
Under the watchful eye of director 
Clive Hill the cast were able to play 
their parts to the full and the two 
months of rehearsals were well re-
warded with very appreciative au-
diences on each of the four nights 
of the production.
We look forward to next years’ pro-
duction and are keen to welcome any 
more aspiring thespians who would 
like to join the gang!

Clive Hill
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Andy Crawford
08000 350 141
07711 376 093

andrew.crawford790@btinternet.com

School of Motoring

Please contact:
Richard Polatch

Hinton Parva
01793 791 722 or 07971 310 619

info@parvalogs.co.uk
www.parvalogs.co.uk

PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

 92 Ermin Steet
 Stratton St.Margaret
 Swindon
 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

            24 hour service

Delivered in bags or by the load
Lengths to fit open fires or log burners

SEASONED  HARDWOOD  LOGS
FOR SALE
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Firstly an important 
thing, Katie Lewis, Gor-
don Kingsmill’s daughter 
lost a small silver brooch, depicting 
two jumping dolphins on 17th Decem-
ber in Hinton the day of her father’s 
memorial service it is very special to 
her as it was a gift from him.  So, if 
anybody has come across it please 
get in to me and I will return it to 
her.
I’m sitting writing this just before 
Christmas in the total chaos that has 
been my life that was been, well for-
ever, but particularly the last month.  
I gave up volunteering at Oxfam in 
November (that’s another story) and 
logically I should have an extra day 
in my life but somehow I have less 
time than ever.  Funny thing time, 
Thing 2 was lecturing us on a theory 

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

that it isn’t linear, didn’t understand 
a word he was saying.  Of course, 
a lot of it is my own fault, I always 
find myself saying I’ll do that or why 
don’t you come to lunch?  Anyway 
must away now to the next job. 
Wishing everybody a really wonderful 
New Year
mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
ContACt 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

And Finally..........

Toby’s Tales of past Times
Sadly, my friend Gordon Kingsmill 
died in December, he used to live in 
Bishopstone and then moved to the 
Grove, at Hinton.  He was our or-
ganist and PCC treasurer for many 
years We had a church treasurer who 
did not make a very good job of our 
accounts so we were very grateful 
to have the services of Gordon to 
fathom out the muddle – it took him 
a long time, a very good treasurer.
 – his late wife, Sheila, who died in 
1996, was renowned needle woman, 
she organised many people to make 
those lovely church kneelers 20 years 
ago.  Then, of course, we have been 
very lucky to have a good organ 
given to St. Swithun’s by his second 
wife Jenny.   See also Juliet’s obituary 
on page 6.
Since last month’s notes I have seen 
the photograph (see right) of the par-
ish council of 1968, on the occasion 
of retirement of the parish clerk of 
the day, the late George Gibbs who 
was presented with a  commemo-
rative tray.  The members on the 
photograph are (from left to right): 
Bruce Newman; Bill Selbourne; Mr. 
Horton; Eric Clamp, myself; (front 

row) Bob Wilson; George Gibbs and 
George Cooke – all deceased bar me.
Bruce Newman kept the village shop 
in Hinton – he would call on Mon-
days to take the provisions order and 
deliver it on Friday. Bill Selbourne 
and Bob Wilson farmed at Bishop-
stone, while George Cooke farmed 
in Hinton.  Mr. Horton (can’t remem-
ber his first name) was the local RAC 
member complete with motorbike 
and side-car.  His wife was the post 
mistress of the post office in Bish-
opstone High Street.  Eric Clamp 

was an accountant living in Hinton.  
George Gibbs lived in the Marsh, 
Wanborough.

Toby Ford 
Re. The December issue the metal 
gates at Bishopstone, the work was 
commissioned by Mrs Mawle, in 
memory of her son Jeffery (Toby’s 
godson) who was killed whilst serv-
ing in Oman - huge apologies that it 
was missed out, entirely my fault.
Thank you to Peter Cooke who also 
identified the chaps in the picture, but 
nobody seems to know Mr. Horton’s 
first name. 

Ed


