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i Children in the Church

Over the past few months we have been working to develop the
Family Service at St Swithun’s and on Sunday 23 March we en-
joyed an exciting Family Service. The theme was water and the
woman at the well. Angus Buckley read the story brilliantly and
Charlie and Harry Marriott wrote and read the prayers impeccably.
It was a pleasure to listen to Christa and Tilly Cripwell playing on
the guitar and flute.

At the end of the service Rev Bill blessed the new Children’s Cor-
ner, and us, with holy water which was unexpected as we experience
our second wash of the morning.

Sherry was served at the end of the service and everyone stayed and
enjoyed a relaxing chat before going on to Sunday lunch.

We are in the process of organising another meeting to discuss fu-
ture services as we intend family services a monthly event. If any-
one would like to get involved with any aspect of readings, prayers

or can play any instruments.
Contact: Marguerite 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com
Or just come along on Sunday 25" May,
11.00am to our Rogation Service, and find out
what happens. (see page 3).
It’s lovely to experience church serv-
ices where us parents need not cringe be-
cause we have brought a bawling baby
or an inquisitive infant. Our Hinton fam-
ily services in future will be perhaps contain a little muck and mayhem as Bill sits back and lets the young as-
sist him, but hopefully they will grow up to be people who feel happy, comfortable and familiar with church.
Pictured above: Artur’s daddy helps him collect some flowers for mummy at the Mothering Sunday Service at Bish-
opstone. The service was taken by Rev Sandy Railton. photograph by Carmen Valporto

Farewell to The Jenkins

We would like to thank all the members of the Parish Council, the Parochial Church Council and everybody else in-
volved, for the lovely picture of the Old Vicarage and the Church by Maggie Whittaker, which was presented to us on
Sunday 13" April.

It is extremely sad to be leaving the Parish and we will take many happy memories of the last 30 years in Bishopstone.
But we have been very fortunate to be able to bring up our family in this special downland village and would like to
thank so many people for all their help and support over the years. Although we leave lots of good friends behind we
are only going as far as Uffington and would like to remain in contact with as many of you as possible.

For us it is a fresh start and a new challenge. Again, many thanks to you all for the picture.

Editor

Joanna and Simon



Village News May 2014

Bl

Saturday 3rd May 7.00pm
Sunday 4t May 8.30am
3"Sunday of Easter *11.00am
6.00pm
Wednesday 7t May *10.30am
7.00pm
Sunday 11" May 8.30am
4% Sunday of Easter 9.30am
*11.00am
6.00pm
Wednesday 14" May *10.30am
Matthias the Apostle
Saturday 17t May 2.30am
Sunday 18" May 11.00am
5% Sunday of Easter 8.30am
*9.30am
*11.00am
6.00pm
Wednesday 21% May *10.30am
Wednesday of Easter week 7.00pm
Saturday 24" May 12.00 noon
Sunday 25" May 11.00am
6" Sunday of Easter
Wednesday 28" May *10.30am
Rogation Day 7.00pm
Saturday 31 May 7.00pm

CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN MAY

Busy Lives Communion
Holy Communion
Family Communion
Evensong

Midweek Communion
Midweek Communion

Wanborough
Lyddington
Bishopstone
Hinton Parva
Lyddington
Wanborough

Holy Communion BCP Hinton Parva
Holy Communion Lyddington
Family Communion Wanborough
Evensong Bishopstone
Midweek Communion Lyddington
Wedding Wanborough
Easter Family Service with Easter Egg Hunt Wanborough
Holy Communion BCP Bishopstone
Sung Holy Communion Hinton Parva
Family Communion Lyddington
Evensong Wanborough
Midweek Communion Lyddington
Midweek Communion Wanborough
Wedding Wanborough
Rogation Service Hinton Parva
Beating the Bounds

Midweek Communion
Ascension Day Communion Vigil
Busy Lives Communion

Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

Lyddington
Wanborough
Wanborough

Lyddington
Bishopstone
Hinton Parva

e

)|

Sunday 1* June 8.30am  Holy Communion
Sunday after Ascension Day 11.00am  Family Communion
6.00pm  Evensong
Wednesday 4™ June *10.30am  Midweek Communion
Petroc, Abbot 7.00pm  Midweek Communion

*Refreshments served after the service

Lyddington
Wanborough

i

The Vicar’s Letter

Dear friends And neighbours,

I have been asked to write about why
Easter moves so much, and from a
personal point of view while caus-
ing a little mayhem this moveable
feast does give rise to a few oppor-
tunities. An opportunity for me to
get quite envious occurred when the
British Grand Prix was held on East-
er Sunday one year. While sitting in
the traffic I heard that the organisers
of this great event at Silverstone had
to arrange for a helicopter to take the
Vicar to each of their various church-
es on this important day in Christian
Calendar!

According to the Bible, Jesus held the

Last Supper with his disciples on the
night of the Jewish festival of Passo-
ver, died the next day (Good Friday)
and rose again on the third day (the
following Sunday). The beginning of
Passover is determined by the first full
moon after the vernal (spring) equi-
nox, which can occur on any day of the
week. To ensure that Easter occurs on
a Sunday, the Council of Nicaea there-
fore ruled in 325AD that Easter would
be celebrated on the Sunday after the
first full moon on or after the spring
equinox. But there’s a twist: if the full
moon falls on a Sunday, then Passo-
ver begins on a Sunday, so Easter is
then delayed by a week to ensure that
it still occurs after Passover.

To confuse matters further, the coun-
cil fixed the date of the spring equi-
nox at 215 March, the date on which
it occurred in 325AD (though it now
occurs on March 20th), and intro-
duced a set of tables to define when
the full moon occurs that do not quite
align with the actual astronomical
full moon (which means that, in prac-
tice, Easter can actually occur before
Passover). The earliest possible date
for Easter occurs when the notional
full moon falls on 21t March itself,
in a year in which 21 March 21st
falls on a Saturday. Easter is then
celebrated on Sunday 22" March, a
rare event that last happened in 1818
and will next take place in 2285.
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The latest possible date for Easter
occurs when there is a full moon on
20" March, so that the first full moon
after 21°* March falls a lunar month
or 29 days later, on 18" April. If 18"
April falls on a Sunday, then the spe-
cial Sunday rule applies, and Easter
is celebrated the following Sunday,
or 25" April. This last happened in
1943, and will next happen in 2038.
There is therefore a 35-day window
in which Easter can fall, depending
on the timing of the full moon rela-
tive to 21 March. Eastern Christi-
anity applies the same basic rule but
uses the older Julian calendar, which
is currently 13 days behind the Gre-
gorian calendar, giving a different
range of possible dates.
Thank the Lord for Google!
With best wishes and prayers,

Bill

John Williams

4" November 1930 — 31 March 2014
John came to Hinton after marrying
Emily in 1952, settling down at Can-
nons Cottage for nearly five years.
The family then moved to Somerset
Farm House in 1959 which became
the family home until 2006, down-
sizing and moving to Covingham in
Swindon.

Dad had many happy memories of
living in Hinton, being especially
involved in the work of the Hinton
Mission Hall and for many years,
going around the village with the

Challenge newspapers.

Paul would like to thank every for
their kind messages of sympathy and
contributions towards the -charities
designated in memory of John. Spe-
cial thanks also to those involved in
providing the lovely refreshments at
the Village Hall.

Funeral took place at Florence Street
Mission Hall on Friday 11" April.
Internment of ashes was at Hinton
Parva cemetery conducted by Mr
David Pitt

Hinton Church Flowers
Easter came too late for the daffodils
this year, the there were lots of spring
leaves, blossom and tulips etc.
Thank you so much to my great
team of flower girls: Shirley; Lorna;
Angela; Conta; Lesley and Angie
who all come and do a great job of
decorating St. Swithun’s.
Mogs
Rogation ogrvicg
St Swithun’s Church
11.00pm Sunday 25" May

In the old days there used to be church
processions round the boundaries
of the parish, (beating the bounds)
to pray for God’s blessing on the
newly-sown crops in the fields and
to ensure that the young people all
knew exactly where the bound-
ary was, in the days before maps.
They, it was said, were beaten by the
priest, to knock in the knowledge.

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December

somebody else.

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

Chris Thomas & Gill May
Maggie Gill & Jane Golding
Liz Warrick & Jane Manktelow
Joanna Jenkins & Sarah Bally
Jill Rankin & Hilary Pitts

Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett
Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
Ros Boot & Gladys Jones

If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with

More volunteers are much needed to help look after St Mary’s — the cleaning
can be done at any time, it doesn’t take long, and it’s a very rewarding and
satisfying to help care for such an ancient building. If you are interested in
helping, or know of anyone else who might be, do please contact:

Sarah Bally 791 121 .

This year a short service will be fol-
lowed by a mystery walk in parish.
Please bring a picnic as we shall stop
for lunch on the way around, weather
permitting. [’m pretty sure no vio-
lence will be involved

L=

_ |
fIscgnsion Day

This falls on Thursday 29" May
with that in mind a Vigil Com-
munion will be held on

7.00pm Wedngsday 28" May

St indrgw's Wanborough
B i

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road,
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ
01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,
01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com
For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone, The
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens
Church View, Bishopstone
01793 791 107
doug1996@btinternet.com
The Secretary: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,
01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com
The Child Protection Officer:
Jill White 01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone
School Governor:
Gill Rankin

01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members:

Bill O’Connell (Chairman)
01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)
01793 790 103
paulbailey86@btinternet.com

Liz Warrick 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell 01783 791 148
Hilary Newton 01793 791 086
John Lowry 01793 790 271

john1000000@live.com
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Bishopstone Village Hall - Moy

All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School. If you would like to make
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back to
you quickly. If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.

Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings. Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.

Bishopstone Village Hall Committee

David Wray resigned as Chairman of the Village Hall Committee more than a year ago but has continued as Acting
Chairman - as well as Treasurer - because no-one has come forward offering to take up this position. David will
withdraw from covering both roles by the end of the year. Joanna Jenkins has also resigned from the committee as
she has moved away from Bishopstone. Both David and Joanna have for many years demonstrated their care and
commitment to the upkeep of this valuable village facility. The committee were very lucky to be joined last year by
Russell Hatch, who amongst other things, has spent time reviewing health and safety procedures. In order to con-
tinue to improve and maintain this facility, however, more help is needed from those who are users of the Village
Hall and benefit from its existence - either directly or through their children. The time involved is minimal - what is
important is having enough people to represent the interests of the local people to ensure that the hall is serving the
community as effectively as possible. Would anyone interested in helping us please contact Carol Sarchet, Village
Hall Committee Secretary on 791 453.

P p members are always welcome! If you
Hinton me VW‘HGJL would like more information, please
BOOkM’\g/X - M ay contact:
Bridge Friday 2nd, 9t 16, 234 & 30" 7.30pm | Dale Mitchell (club director)
Card Club Wednesday 7t 7.00 - 9.00pm 07909 848 085
WI Thursday 8™ 7.00 - 9.30pm hintonbridge@hotmail.co.uk
Art exhibition & sale Thursday 15™ 3.00 - 9.00pm ; ; :
Bridge Drive Tuesday 20t 1.30pm Charity Bridge Drive
Coffee & Cake morning ~ Wednesday 28™ 10.00 - noon Tuesday 20" May - 1.30pm
Hinton Parva Village Hall
Private Parties Catering may be available The cost is £9.00 per person and in-
Meetings etc welcome  Free Parking cludes a cream tea. Funds raised will
be donated to the Tuberous Sclero-
The Booking Secrefary is Kate Weright - 791 399 sis Association in memory of Alex
£6.00 per hour for rgsnden‘rs_of BlshopsTone & Hinton Parva £8.00 Mitchell. Spaces are limited - if you
per hour for those living outside the parish would like tickets, please contact:

: Joy Ball 790 293
Cunflower Ceeds The Union Jack Flag...... or Jim Mitchell 790 835

..... now flies again over Hinton Parva

Se_eds haye been_ distributed to all the Village Hall. Many thanks for pub- e ;)
children in the village, for the flower lic donations which have made this COﬁ%& Ca'k@ MWW

show competition. possible. The new flag is made of

If ayone else wants to enter, especially many pieces of different coloured g

if I have missed any children - then oo oo together. e

please could they contact My personal thanks to the new semp-

me. Iowill - start gregs in the Village who has repaired Wed’n%day 28 May
Off 8IOW= " the former Flag ,which suffered dam- 10:00 — noow
, Mg dsome age from the winter gales. It looks Hinton Village Hall

S L":Zf)e Sthey terrific. " Come and enjoy a lovely cup of
Y could . ' oward | coffee and homemade cake all

collecta  Hinton Bridge Club for £2 (children free)
- plant. Hinton Bridge Club is a small friend- Every one Wel

i ly club playing in Hinton Parva vil-
% Kate 791 399 lage hall at 7.30pm on Fridays. New \_ Charity No: 277564 J
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Amherst Contractors

N.D. ARB
5 A family run business - est. 1984

Some of our-specialist services

A"

Professional Tree )
/" Surgery & Forestry )
Logs supplied Y
{ Fencing - \
Vermin Control /

- el
| Hard & Soft Landscaping—-..

\ |/ Ground Maintenance

. . \

\ Complete Lawn Services ‘{J
p Driveways, Paving,

\\x j\-\P.‘ease do not hesitate to

| enquire aswearein [

surinzy any other fields of work,

o
@® | Tel: 01793 772 268
BALI recvounc ©F

¥

Kg{n

Amherst, Greatfield, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 8EQ

Tarmac or Concrete etc. \

fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

UMBER

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

Innovation

6\? IT Support

Brought to you By James Matthews

Residential and Business
Onsite Support

« Computer Repairs
« Upgrades

« Networking

« Data Recovery

CERTIFIED
Professional

01793 541320

www.innovationitsupport.com

Primary Colours

.Palntlng & Decorating
. High quality interior & exterior work
. Commercial & Domestic Premises
. City & Guilds Qualified
. Portfolio and References Available
. Competitive Rates, Work Guaranteed
for 2 years
. Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547 Mob: 07736 847 597
WwWWw.primary-colours.co.uk

Also find us on Dulux Select Site
www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours

' TRUST
T MARK

Goverrmen| Esdorsed Stasdartt

Dulux ZL. ¢

SelectDecorators

Pk S-S
[ .
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Country Garden

Saturday 14" Jung noon - 4.00pm
Tlinton Manor

Most people know by now this is the 100" anniversary of start
of the First World War and the photograph on the right shows
the Hinton festivities being celebrated in 1914. We are remem-
bering the war with a small exhitbition in the church put to-

Village News May 2014

gether by Karin Thompson and Paul Williams who are researching a book about the soldiers of that time with links to
the parish. In the church also a flower arrangment will be raffied.

As always there will be many attractions: Pony rides and a dog show; games and Punch & Judy; an antique stall: a
tug-of -war and ice-creams; teas and a barbecue, oh and, of course, the beer tent.
We are always happy to receive new ideas to make the event even better than before and offers of help happily accepted.

Roffle Prizgs

1. The Hills Group Ltd: £100 cash prize

i 2. The Rose & Crown, Ashbury. Overnight stay, with dinner

: & breakfast. Value of £140.

i3. Arkells. 2 x packs of Bees Organic bottled beer

The Royal Oak, Bishopstone: £25 food & drink gift
voucher. i

i 5. Bag of pampering goodies organised by Emma Cripwell. }

‘6.

9]

pedicure.
7. Charlbury Farm Stables, Hinton Parva: 1 x adult & 1 x
child Horse Riding Lesson.
8 The Treatment Rooms, Shrivenham: £20 voucher.

children’s activity kits. :
10. Morrisons Store, Dorcan, Swindon: £15 shop voucher.

Coffee Morning
10.00am - noon Wedngsday 14" May
flinton Manor
Bring some baking, buy some baking bring anything
that will sell........and buy! All welcome
T

Steventon Reeves, Shrivenham: Luxury manicure &

9 .HobbyCraft, St Margarets Retail Park, Swindon: Various%
i iorJo in Bishopstone 790 485.

contact Conta 790 507 &

Contact Conta 790 507 contacriswell@hotmail.com

éfal]g .........................................................................

i Toys not confirmed

Country Larder Shirley Crapper 791 171

i Plants Doreen Cooper 792 965

%White Elephant Lesley Coates 790 520
i {Children’s nearly news Gill White 791102
: iRaffle Sheila Collins 790 358 i
i iBooks Caryn Greenhalgh 791 469
i i Accessories Emily Thomas 790 398

As usual commercial stalls are invited to rent a pitch.

i | White Elephants can collect before the day, so if you !
i iare spring cleaning and down sizing now is the time:

ito get in touch with Lesley in Hinton Parva 790 520§

For raffle tickets contact Sheila Collins 791 358

Rugs For Sale!

Two 100% wool rugs in good condition

Indian pattern. Predominant colour red
: Sizes: 160 cms x 83 cms & 2m x 141 cms :
:These have been kindly donated to us, with:
iproceeds to towards the Village Féte.:
: They may not fly you:
to where you wanted:
to go but if you:
would like to see!
photos contact: :

JudithLCoates@aol.com

SR s 0T phone 790 520

All serious offers considered :

g0

Wanborough Horse Show & Dog Show.
Saturday 7" June
See http://www.wanboroughshow.org/ for more info.
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SNOWBOARD SERVICING

WWW.SWINDONSKI.CO.UK

enquiries@swindonski.co.uk

lan Thomas 07778 807 873

WERFIXER

- maintenance/repair service

%,

. . mowers, hedgebu"!‘ers
A=y strimmers etc. \

<« forthe Ridgeway villages

ittleg,,
alﬂt_enaﬁy

it

| t
g *" sprl

o ;New_&%"“ hand
'F,:.fgarden'ngachinery for sale
] 01793791 107~

0789 979 1833 | .
mowerfixer@pbtinternet.comn

-

1 Manor View ™~
Liddington
Free estimates, No VAT

Telephone 01793 790 768
07770 751 275

est. since 1991

|

|

|

- B h --!_}_A | ’ (. ‘. ‘
\ ‘

Paul Bishop' . |
|

|

|

|

|

Calr 'mowrfé -

e

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

___g;ﬁmmr o A0 A -

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured

Pruning and Shaping
Felling and Removal
Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding

Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call lan Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email:
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk
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Bishopstonhe Gardening Club.................. Bishopstone Allotment Gardens

Wednesday 2" April, Sam Mallett
from Notcutts, Nuncham Courte-
nay, was as cheerful as the colour- §
ful plants she brought with her. She ®&§
was full of hints and tips (such as
using polystyrene foam at the bot- &=

tom of planters — excellent for drain-
age and lighter than crocks!) Most of us
consider that we know a thing or two ! |
about summer containers but Sam en- Fencing, G"?"' & Paving

couraged us to try out some new ideas, Locally based in Wanborough
making up a large tub for a shady area
and another for a sunnier position. The
results were impressive — as you can see,

Blewbury Manor through the Seasons
A slideshow of superb photographs of the beautiful Part
17 century Manor House with moat, set in a garden of
about 10 acres.

Saturday17" May
Plant Sale
8.30am Hall open for receiving plants
Open 10.00 — 11.00am for selling - come early!

11" June
The Subtle Art & Exact Science of Pruning
Never fear pruning again! A humorous talk by the lec-
turer, botanist, gardener, presenter, author, after-dinner
speaker, Timothy Walker.

Saturday13™ September
Show

12t November

|
| “ not at all the usual ‘run of the mill’ tubs. Please telephone iy
Top right - a container for a sunny position. Bottom left - planting for shade James Robb 07863 599 991
Sheila Collins ©
14" May N — J
Richard Roslyn, Head Gardener P ———

AGM/Quiz Night
Meetings - 7.00pm second Wednesday of each month

unless otherwise stated, at Bishopstone Village Hall. Tea/ |

coffee,biscuits. Come & join us!
For more details contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965
Chris Thomas 790 106
Sheila Collins 790 358
email gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk

Fees are now due. Please put the
money in the usual place in an enve-
lope with your name on so that I can
tick my list.
We have a few plots available, so if
you are interested, please contact me
on the number below, thank you:

Roz 790 508

James’s Landscaping
& Gardening Service
Grass cutting',:?lzdge Trimming
Small trees, Clearances

Garden Maintenance

Hard Landscaping

For quotations, bookings

or information

Hinton Parva Wi

will hold its annual

Resoluliony
Meeting

On Thursday § May 2014
7.30pm at Hinten Parva Village Hall

[hEWI Bishopstone with

We shall be debating the following Resolutian:

Increasing Organ Donation

Tha HF#| notes thet Ehres pecgde dia evary day whilal wailing Tor
an angan trarspdant. W call on geery mamber of the Wi i make
thair wishes reganding cegen donation known, snd b snciurese
Hemmir fwrmilie and Trsnds, Gl sl imdssis of thidr local comaveniiics
b i li e,

Guest expert to be announced:

Guests and Mew Memisars ars always most welcoms

Tttt il i el il s 5 Finad ourt reoee absoel us and aur WL
WA b o Jksesrserieel pbp
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Ballet classes for your little “twinkle toes”!

visit tinkleytoes.co.uk for more details

MONDAY in Ashbury
Grade 2 upwards

NEW Baby Ballet and Adult Beginner Ballet

TUESDAY in Bishopstone
Baby Ballet to Grade 1

Contact Michelle now to book your free taster class
Michelle Tinkley LRAD, ARAD, BA (Hons)
m: 0784 35 81187 e: missmichelle@tinkleytoes.co.uk

ROTAL ACADEMY OF
REGISTERED TEACHER

Austin

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING
SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972

lots more.

information.”

Please contact uson: (01793) 790 271
Or visit our website :
www.hillsboroughdaynursery.co.uk
Hillsborough Day Nursery,

Please phoneorlook onthe website for more detailed

Pre School and After School Club, Bishopstone, SN6 8PW

Forest Nursery, Pre-Cchool
¢ After §chool Club

GiVing your Children the best startin life

Half term week 27™ - 30™ of May

The Forest will be full of fun activities and we'd
love the children to join us. Den building, open fire
cooking, bug hunting, making water courses and

*Flexible Government Funding for 3 to 4 Year olds through Early Years Funding
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The ROWL ok DLW

The days of Royal
Oak customers be-
ing stuck in the
mud, and falling over when trying to
get out of their cars where the tarmac
meets the ‘grass’, and then blaming
the landlord for everything, always,
seem to be behind us as people bask
in sahara-like conditions in these
early April days (it’s all going to get
worse soon...): and the pigs and dairy
cows are having a ball, at last, as the
farm recovers some of its beauty; and
walkers have come out of hibernation
to stroll our beautiful Ridgeway—and
in the village itself, go down to the
great woodland off Slurry Lane that
Helen planted about 15 years ago,
and just be amazed at how it’s grown,
and the blossom it produces; and
the bottle man/person is obviously
still going to the clinic...

The sight of Eastbrook’s 200 dairy
cows sprinting down to their spring
pastures at the beginning of the month
is a rare one, not to be missed. It is
like the start of a non-thoroughbred
horserace, or even the Grand Na-
tional, as they line up rather badly be-
hind the gate, some facing the wrong
way; and they’re off, and some have
been left behind because they were
raiding some feed troughs that oth-
ers had forgotten about. The footage
available on our facebook page, and
on youtube (which of course you ALL
know about and use) is hilarious.
The cows reach another dimension
on this day, for an hour at least.

Farm animals, pub, they’re all linked.
We couldn’t do one without the other,
these days. Pub starts to get lovely
also at this time of year—the garden
is beautiful if slightly untended; the
furniture all spruced up; garden BBQ
and oven being warmed, dried out,
de-mossed.

By the time you read this, our classic
car day will be upon us—we’d expect
upto 100 cars and bikes on Sunday
27" April, if the weather allows; and
food in the garden, and coffee and tea.
Turn up and have a look around; and
if you’ve got something interesting,

bring it along.

Pig Racing is set for 25" May, Sun-
day: road closures, bear with us; great
food, fun and drink everywhere all
day. We would expect to be very busy.
We are also half way through our deal-
ings with Swindon Borough Council
regarding demolishing our existing
scruffy bed and breakfast rooms (did
Brian Walkley convert them from a
double garage?) and replacing them
with about six wooden, very environ-
mentally sound buildings that sit on
shallow concrete pillars, above the
ground (so no foundations), in rough-
ly the same footprint as current rooms,
slightly larger; and in the whole proc-
ess, tidying up, with Arkells, the very
scruffy property boundary which
the village has used as a dumping
ground for garden waste, and worse,
over the years. Overall, we’re try-
ing to make the place a lot nicer!
For all of us, and visitors from else-
where. And then I get stopped in the
street by the delightful Danny Finch
who tells me about a very good pub
in East Chisenbury where they offer
10% off everything all the time if you
are deemed a local. He asks, could it
work in this village? I wonder.

TF
Lent Lunches

[ would like to thank everyone who
kindly hosted Lent lunches this year,
they were a great success.

[ am delighted to say that we raised
the total of £492 which has been di-
vided equally between the Prospect
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Hospice and the Swindon food bank.
Once again thank you to everyone
for your help and to the people who
supported these Iunches and gave so
generously.

Joan Carron

Bishopstone 100 club
April Winners
1t 96 Caroline Brandi
2 37 Tina Currie
3¢ t42 Sue Walton

Time to pay subs those who pay
cash to pop £10 through Jo Sel-
bourne’s letter box, or you can
do a standing order. Come on
get a number,£10 per annum. It
pays for the upkeep of the very
well utilised village hall. We have
quite a few spare numbers due to
people moving away and leaving
us in the traditional manner.
Thank you Jo - 790 485
You can also check

have won on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

Mobile Library
Wednesday 7" & 21 May
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am
Hinton Church 11.00am
West Hinton Farm 11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be
in the villages on the above dates.
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a
coffee morning is held in the Hall.
Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

if you

AN

Food that tastes like it should
Guwild of Fine Food Gold Winwwner

Free range chicken

© O O O © O

Tel:

Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
Matured chalk downland lamb

Free range Tamworth pork

Home dry cured bacon & gammon

01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.
Or visit us at the Farmers” Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES
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Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

92 Ermin Steet
Stratton St.Margaret

Swindon
Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

24 hour service

2| ]

Pinewood
LLEEE Fencing LLEEE
Fencing and Gate Specialists
A complete range of fencing, gates & decking
solutions to suit every garden and

environment

For a free quotation, please call

Telephone: 01793 523719
Mobile: 07763 399 515 or

e-mail:
lan@pinewoodfencing.com

visit us at www. pinewoodfencing.com

TOMS TEAW

Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire. SN4 ODP
Tel: 01793 791 148 Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions Plastering Plumbing
Landscaping Tiling Terracing
Roofing Carpentry Flooring

Kitchens Bathrooms Decorating
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The Bishopstone church car park was made with both
the permission of the Church commissioners and the
tenant Rob Selbourne using the monies left in memory
of Frank and Nancy Harding about 1997. I think that
my memories of church matters here come to an end.

Another thought — the Bishopstone fire engine. I can
remember that it went to the Fire Brigade Museum at
Morton-in-the-Marsh. When I asked the Parish Council
about it somehow it had been taken to Cardiff, or some
such place in Wales. I have asked the question before;
it belongs to Bishopstone, It’s a pity that it is not some-
where close by, the science museum at Wroughton air-
field for example? So we can all go to see it, surely some-
body in Bishopstone is interested in it’s whereabouts?

On TV Aantiques the other day I saw a corn sack sold
for £7.00. Corn sacks were used in agriculture long be-
fore the combine harvester, they were generally hired
from sack firms — one was The West of England in Bris-

Toby's Tales of past

% expensive and you had to fill the wagon quickly on its way
& to the mill.

2 I hope that you have enjoyed reading this as I am glad
% that my recollections have been put down on paper. My
| memories of farming go back much farther

. Toby Ford aged 93% May 2014

¥ but the previous one (pictured on the left) dates back to 1690
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tol and another was Gospell Brown from Gloucester. They
had agents in the local towns farmers had to collect them.
I can remember Toomers & Wilmers (coal) were agents in
Swindon, the farmer paid about 1 penny per week per week
time charge. The sacks were fitted behind the threshing ma-
chine they would hold 1'% cwt (hundredweight) of oats, 2
cwt of barley, 2% cwt wheat and 2% cwt of beans — talk
about bad backs. I can remember taking sacks of corn to
Chisledon station where two or three men loaded them into
a box wagon, I believe it held about 80 sacks — haulage was

........ but that is
another story.

In 1905 a new fire engine was purchased (picture top right)

And Finallyuuuee
Toby, thank you so much &
for the fascinating articles &
about your experiences
as St. Swithun’s church-
warden, I hope that there will be more
about your memories of farming, in
the future.

As to the Bishopstone church car park,
I wish that I had been around when it
was constructed, according to old maps
there is quite a large building under
there once. I wonder what it was? A
farm house perhaps, amazingly there
used to be 50 farms in Bishopstone.
The village’s old fire engines are very
interesting, their histories are record-
ed in Bob Wilson’s book Just for a
Lark. For those who haven’t read it
or his other book, The Sparrow Hunt-
ers I can really recommend them, as
witty, beautifully observed reflec-

tions on the first half of the twentieth
century.

Now we’re going to have a space
for articles on the back page, is there
anybody out there who wishes to
write something? Or has a good idea
about something that they would like
to read?

mogs X

ADVERTISING

The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to
fund the enterprise, is organised
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact her:
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or
telephone 07976 645 229.

We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded. For people with small, one-off
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.

As to advertising on the village

website email: Andy Greenhalgh,
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com
The copy deadline is the 15" of the
month but please send large items
as early as possible. Don’t forget
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free
of charge to all households in
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will
be gratefully received by Angie.
CoNTACT

email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk
mail) or delivered to:

Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.

the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at:
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva



