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Bishopstone Bells
Saturday 22nd November 
from 3.00pm visiting Bell-
ringers will be ringing 
a full peal lasting 3 hours

7.30pm Saturday 8th November 
Hinton Village Hall

The evening before Armistice Sun-
day, there will be an event in Hin-
ton Village Hall to share discoveries 
about life in our villages during 
the Great War of 1914-18. 
Two years ago, an ar-
ticle in the par-
ish times posed 
the question Who 
was Francis Ash?, 
a question prompted 
by the Commonwealth 
War Grave in Hinton New 
Cemetery marking the burial 
place of Private Francis Ash, 
who died just three days after 
the official end of the Great War. 
No-one came forward with any 
personal information about Frank 
but we found his army service records. 
These were amongst the fewer than 
40% that remained after a bomb in 
WW2 destroyed many official docu-
ments. They tell of a young man who 
was living with his grandmother in 
Hinton and working as a groom when 
war was declared in August 1914. He 
responded to the national mood of 
patriotism, enlisting in the Wiltshire 
Regiment before the month was out. 
Over the next four years, he served in 
Gallipoli and on the Western Front, 
before dying in Newcastle in the 
flu epidemic that caused the deaths 
of so many, military and civilian.
In Hinton, the roll of honour in St 
Swithun’s Church records five names 
of men lost in the war, and a further 21 
who also served but survived. In Bish-

opstone the Roll of Honour records 
only the names of ten who died. The 
unearth- ing of Frank’s story and 
i t s coincidence  with the 

centenary of WW1 
led us to wonder 

about the stories 
behind the oth-

er names, and 
whether it 

was pos-
sible to 

create 
a 

l i s t 
of sur-

vivors for 
Bishopstone to 

pro- duce as full a picture as 
possible of our villages’ contribution. 
That (comparatively) simple objec-
tive triggered a wide-ranging ex-
ploration into the lives of villagers 
at the time of the Great War. It is 
clear that the war touched every-
one and that the impact on villag-
ers went far beyond concern about 
the menfolk serving in the military. 
The population now is much what it 
was 100 years ago and many land-
marks and houses remain. Yet from 
our small community, we have found 
evidence of at least 27 men connected 
with the villages who died and another 

93 who served in one capacity or an-
other. Add to this accounts of appeals 
to the Military Tribunal for exemption 
from service to maintain the produc-
tivity of local farms, or of the young 
huntswomen who ran the depot at Rus-
sley Park preparing horses for front-
line service (echoes of War Horse) 
without any male input.  Or of the ex-
tensive fund-raising efforts to support 
Belgian refugees living in Swindon; 
send eggs to the troops in France and 
provide cigarettes and other comforts 
to villagers held as prisoners of war. 
There is quite a tale to share, so we 
would be delighted if you could 
join us for the evening. There will 
be a talk and presentation with the 
chance for questions, some refresh-
ments, and the first chance to ac-
quire a book commemorating the 
villages’ military contribution.
On Armistice Sunday itself, the 

names of those from the Parish who 
gave their lives during the war will 
for the first time be read in full as 
part of the Hinton church service.
Cost of entry: £6 (to include nibbles 
and a glass of wine) 
Any profits to offset printing costs.

Karin Thompson & Paul Williams

Remembering World War I
From Fhrming Fields to Muddy Trenches

The Liddington Bells Project
Excellent news.  A new metal frame 
is to be installed for the existing five 
bells plus the new one.  They should 
ring out again in 2016.  For all the 
latest news visit -http://liddington
bellsproject.moonfruit.com/#
Fiona Nelson – Church Warden 790 546
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 

  
         Sunday               2nd November           8.30am 	 Holy Communion 			   Lyddington
          4th Sunday before Advent                  10.30am 	 Family Communion 			   Bishopstone
          All Saint’s Day			         6.00pm 	 Evensong           			   Hinton Parva 
        Sunday                9th November         10.30am 	 Remembrance Service			   Lyddington             
          3rd Sunday before Advent                  10.30am         Remembrance Service                      	 Hinton Parva		
          Remembrance Sunday
        Sunday               16th November           8.30am        Holy Communion BCP                          	 Wanborough     
          2nd Sunday before Advent                 *10.30am 	 Family Communion 			   Lyddington     
                                    		            	       6.00pm       	Evensong         				    Hinton Parva
        Sunday               23rdNovember           8.30am        Holy Communion BCP			   Bishopstone                       
          Christ the King 	                             *10.30am       	Family Communion			   Hinton Parva     	
          Sunday next before Advent 	       3.00pm        Wedding                                            	 Wanborough
					           6.00pm       	Evensong.                                      	 Wanborough
                               Sunday              30th November	   *10.30am         Benefice Communion Service             	 Wanborough
          Advent Sunday   			       12.30pm         Baptism				    Wanborough           
        Saturday             6th December          11.30am         Baptism                                         	 Bishopstone                                                      
        Sunday                7th December            8.30am        Holy Communion                            	 Lyddington
          1st Sunday after Advent                      10.30am        Family Communion                          	 Bishopstone
					           4.00pm        Christingle 				    Wanborough
                                                       	       6.00pm        Evensong                                         	 Hinton Parva   

*Refreshments served after the service 

Dear Friends,
I have written in the magazine before 
about the month of November being 
one of Remembering. From the very 
beginning of November and the cel-
ebration of All Saints to the very end 
of November when we celebrate St 
Andrew there are many other dates 
where we are called to remember.
This year we have even more cause 
to remember - on both Remembrance 
Sunday, the 9th of November and on 
Remembrance Day itself, 11th No-
vember. For this year we remember 
the start of WW1 a century ago.
We will remember all those from our 
communities who were caught up in 
the courageous but tragic events of 
the First World War. We will remem-
ber those who were killed in action, 
or by disease, the bereaved, the lost, 
the families which were shattered, 
the wounded, maimed and injured, 

those who held in silence unspeakable 
memories of warfare.
As we remember those who fought 
and those who remained anxiously 
at home in our communities, let us 
pray that God will heal all memories, 
speak a word of peace, and bring us 
his healing.
We will remember, too, those who 
fought in WW2 and several wars 
since – those who served their coun-
try in many places of the globe and 
those who continue to serve and work 
today for the peace of the world.
May we remember with gratitude 
those who have given their lives that 
we may live in peace today.

They shall grow not old, as we that 
are left grow old; Age shall not 
weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in 
the morning, we will remember them.

Laurence Binyon

With love
Sandy

The Vicar’s Letter St Swithun’s Harvest Festival 
Family Service 
Held on Sunday 28th September, the 
Church looked truly magnificent with 
fantastic floral arrangements of bril-
liant Autumn colours curtsey of Mogs 
and her talented team of Shirley, 
Lorna, Lesley, Conta and Linda. A 
special thank you to Patricia Clev-
erly for allowing Mogs to plunder 
her garden for flowers.
There are lots of other thank yous, to:
John Godfree, a familiar face at St 
Swithun’s, who conducted a beauti-
ful service; Angus Buckley who read 
The Feeding of the Five Thousand in 
his usual expert fashion, every word 
could be heard; his brother Jamie who 
had drawn a fantastic picture which 
was passed around the congregation; 
Tilly and Crista Cripwell had writ-
ten their own prayers and these were 
beautifully read; followed by Hazel 
who prayed for the harvest and all the 
wonderful gifts we have been given; 
Peter who gave a very interesting talk 
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The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The 
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone,  The 
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens 
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1966@btinternet.com

The Secretary:  Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members:
Bill O’Connell (Chairman)                          

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

Paul Bailey (Treasurer)
01793 790 103       

paulbailey86@btinternet.com
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 07703 162 523

R2attayloralan@aol.com

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
	          November           Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
                      December	           Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.
More volunteers are much needed to help look after St Mary’s – the cleaning 
can be done at any time, it doesn’t take long, and it’s a very rewarding and 
satisfying to help care for such an ancient building.  If you are interested in 
helping, or know of anyone else who might be, do please contact: 

Sarah Bally 791 121 .

PCC  Meeting
Hinton Village Hall 

7.30pm Tuesday 2nd December 
Donkey Service 

6.00pm 17th December
Hinton Parva

Any enquiries: Marguerite 
791 242 colinspeedway@aol.com

2nd Messy Church 10th October 
The theme of Noah was the format the children had a variety of animal masks 
to chose from which they decorated beautifully these will be worn at the Hinton 
Family Service on 26th October.
Rev Sandy then read the story of Noah and the children all made the animal 
noise relating to their mask. It was a noisy experience but lots of fun.  A good 
time was had by both adults and children alike.
Next Messy where we will be making an Advent Ring for the Church.

about the harvest this year and the 
ups and downs of farming life in 
general and last but not least a 
big thank you to the choir who sang 
throughout Communion.
Refreshment were served after the 
service and everyone stayed and 
chatted whilst the children played 
games in the children’s corner, and 
eat the blackberries off the flower 
arrangement on the font.
After the service we adjourned 
to Hinton Hall where a delicious 
Harvest Lunch had been prepared by 
the Village Hall Committee.
It was a really wonderful Village oc-

casion. Thank you so much to Howard 
and the committee for organising 
such a special event.
Can’t wait for next year!
All produce and tins will be taken 
to The Salvation Army in Gorse Hill 
and The Food Bank.  Thank you to 
Toby for delivering them.

Marguerite

Decorated for harvest: St. Swithun’s 
font at Hinton top left;  the porch of 
St. Mary’s Bishopstone, centre.
Photographs by Mogs Boon & Chris 
Thomas



Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

Hinton Parva Village Hall  - November

The Booking Secretary is Kate Wright - 791 399
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Private Booking          Tuesday       4th  		                           8.30 - 12.30pm
Card Club                  Wednesday   5th	  		             7.00-9.00pm
Bridge for Beginners  Thursday	      6th, 13th, 20th & 27th           3.00-5.00pm
Bridge           	           Friday          7th, 14th, 21st & 28th                           7.30pm
Messy Church            Friday          7th 			             4.15 -5.45pm
Private Booking          Saturday      8th   		                 7.30pm
Private Booking          Saturday    15th  	                             10.00-1.00pm  
Private Booking          Tuesday      18th 			        8.30 - 12.30pm         
Bridge Drive             Wednesday  26th 				      All Day

Bishopstone Village Hall  - November
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like to make 
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us 
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back to 
you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number 
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.
Monday          3trd			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm			                   Parish Council 7.00 - 9.00pm	

Tuesday          4th  			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm           
Wednesday     5th    			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm				  

Thursday        6th     Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am          School   11.45 - 3.00pm                 

Friday	                  7th			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm				                     
Monday        10th			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm							     

Tuesday        11th  			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm   
Wednesday   12th     			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm	 		     Gardening Society 7.00 - 9.00pm	
Thursday      13th        Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am               School 11.45 - 3.15pm  		   WI  7.00 - 9.00pm                    
Friday	              14th			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm				                  
Monday        17th			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm	 			                    
Tuesday        18th  			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm   
Wednesday   19th  			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm	

Thursday      20th        Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am         School 11.45 - 3.15pm	                     
Friday	               21st 			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm
Monday        24th			   School 11.45 - 1.00pm		                        Village Hall Meeting 5.30 - 7.00pm
Tuesday        25th   			   School 11.45 - 3.45pm    Ballet 3.45 - 7.00pm   TQD 7.00pm        
Wednesday   26th 			   School 11.45 - 3.00pm	

Thursday      27th        Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am         School 11.45 - 3.15pm		         
Friday           28th			   School 11.25 - 1.00pm
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Bishopstone Village Hall 
Annual General Meeting
7.00 pm Monday 24th November 

Bishopstone Village Hall

Hinton Village Hall
Committee meeting 

Monday 1st December. 
 

Please contact me for details.    
Howard  791 171

We continue to clear out years of 
Junk from the various store places 
in the Hall, under the stage, the at-
tic, the store room.. If you think you 
have anything stored in the Hall that 
is not obviously functional / treasure 
please give Russell a call 790 661 
or check a bonfire near here before 
5th November. (Note, most of the 
BADS scenery from last century 
has already been despatched!)

Christmas Craft Fayre
2.00 - 5.00pm Saturday 29th November

Wanborough Village Hall
Admission: Free

An opportunity to browse and purchase a diverse selection of unique hand 
made gifts for Christmas from local Crafters. For the Children, a Christ-
mas Grotto filled with fun & games 

For more information please contact Colin Hayes – 01793 790 037
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fitted bathrooms including all tiling,
plastering,electrics & power showers.
All types of plumbing installations & repairs

Established over 40 years

For advice and a free quotation contact:

Brian Jenkins
Telephone 01793 530 188
Mobile 07989 102 703

PLUMBER

TAMAR SERVICES Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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Duck Hunt
Thank you all for taking part in the first Bishopstone duck hunt. I hope you all had a great time and a big thank you to 
all the children (and parents) at the school who made the ducks. We hope you will come again next year!
For those of you who have been puzzling about our ducks, here are the answers, first Older trail and then the Children’s:
1 Donald duck,	 Mama Mirabelle; 2 The grand old duck of York,	 Spongebob Square pants;3 Eider	, Old Jack; 4 Scrooge 
McDuck, Iggle Piggle; 5 Mallard, Lazy town; 6 Ant and Duck, Dora the Explorer; 7 Ductor Frankenstein, Rastamouse;
8 Ductor Who, Clangers; 9 Suducko, Big Cook, Little Cook; 10 Duck the engine,	Fifi and the Flowertots;11Daffy duck,
Mickey mouse; 12 Duck Maul, Mike the Knight; 13 Ducktor Jeckyll and Mr Hyde, Teletubbies; 14 Lucky duck,
Kipper;  15 Mandarin Duck, Smurfette; 16 Peking duck, Daffy duck; 17 Duck Turpin, Pikachu; 18 Rubber Duck, Peter 
Rabbit; 19 James Pond, Mister Maker; 20 The Mighty Ducks, Koala Brothers; 21 The Ugly duckling, Kung Fu Panda;
22 Duck Tape, Peppa Pig; 23 Ducks of Hazard, Postman Pat 24 Count Duckula, The Furchester Hotel (elmo/cookie 
monster) 25 Ducktor Dolittle, Sonic; 26 Jemima Puddleduck, Thomas the Tank Engine; 27 Duck of Wellington, Brum;
28 Daisy Duck,	Rupert the bear; 29 Bob the Bill-der, Topsy and Tim; 30 Robber Duck, Granny Murray (Me Too);
31 Count Ducku, Wombles; 32 Duckula,	Popeye; 33 Duck Billed Platypus, Backyardigans; 34 Duck Martens (Punk 
Duck), Scooby Doo; 35 Duck Whittington, Timmy; 36 Pato, Balamory; 37 Duck Dastardly, Charlie and Lola 38 Duck 
Vader, Auntie Mabel (Come Outside).
Thanks also for those who gave some great alternative answers like:  Out for a Duck (No 5), Ductor No, Thunderbill,
Moondraker,A view to a bill (all No 19)
1st Prize - Pat Fowler, 2nd Prize -Thalia Cooper, Childrens prize -Tabby Green, Best Duck – Isaac Burbidge

Harvest Lunch in Hinton Hall
All of us attending this lunch enjoyed a delicious gourmet treat! Congratulations and sincere gratitude to all the dedi-
cated team who worked so hard to make this such a successful event. Welldone to everyone who helped! The hall 
looked welcoming with harvest fare. There was a friendly feeling and folk were enjoying a good natter! The food was 
irresistible and some of us managed two or more helpings! Howard was a great M.C and kept us all amused ! The Raf-
fle proved successful, Toby and Mary’s table had some lucky numbers!!  A good time had by all!  Thank you!   Here’s 
to another one ?? 

Lorna Ford

Hinton Children’s Christmas Party
Saturday 13th December  

4.00 - 6.00pm
Hinton Parva Village Hall

	 Lots of Fun, Games & Party Food
           For Children aged 12 and under 
           £3.50 to include a small present
           Please book no later than 
        5th December by ringing 
           Kate Wright on  791 399 

 

 

Saturday 15th November 
7.00pm for a 7.30pm start

You are invited to an enjoyable evening 
of Pub style quiz questions, Jacket pota-
to supper & an array of delicious dessets 
Bring your own drinks.

Ticket are available from Howard on 791 171 please 
book no later than Wednesday 12th November.

£10 
per adult

At Hinton Village Hall



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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Bishopstone Gardening club Meetings 
7.00pm second Wednesday of each 
month unless otherwise stated, 
at Bishopstone Village Hall. Tea/
coffee,biscuits. Come & join us!
For more details contact:              

email  gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk
Doreen Cooper  792 965

Chris Thomas 790 106
Sheila Collins  790 358

The title of our talk on 8th October was, 
Winding down for winter, but as we 
learned from the very knowledgeable 
Alan Christopher, it’s when gardening 
really starts! Below are some snip-
pets from Alan’s words of wisdom:
Things to do now:
Water camellias and rhododendron 
(despite the rain), they’re busy produc-
ing next year’s growth and give them 
food; tomato feed is as good as any.
Maintain your mower before you put 
it away for a well earned rest. Its last 
job of the year can be vacuuming 
the lawn to suck up autumn leaves. 
They’ll be mulched and ready to pop 
straight into a compost bin or a black 
bin liner if you don’t have a composter.
Clean greenhouse glass and gutters. A 
Sulphur bomb will kill all pests and 
diseases, just make sure you check 
its capacity, (don’t want to kill off 
the cabbages at the same time). Re-
new tomato soil but don’t recycle it. 

Virus’s will remain in the soil and 
spoil garden crops.
Pick up slugs and snails or they will 
happily hibernate and wreck the gar-
den next year. Going to have a bon-
fire? Check it before you set it alight; 
don’t want to cremate a hedgehog. 
Compost/manure can be put on top of 
borders in the winter; fork it in next 
spring when it will benefit new growth.
If you like to watch the wildlife, 
leave seed heads on herbaceous 
border plants until February; 
Goldfinches just love them. 
Collect seed and save in brown pa-
per bags or envelopes but don’t use 
anything with a recycling label on as 
it’s made with chemicals; not good 
for seed. Seed will store for years in 
open packets on top of a tray with a 
layer of white rice on the bottom to 
absorb moisture.
Check your stored fruit and potatoes 
weekly. It’s true; one rotten apple 
or black spotted potato will ruin the 
whole crop.
Alan’s favourite bit of garden equip-
ment is a Dutch hoe. Regular hoe-
ing to 1½” deep will keep the weeds 
down.
Alan observed that as we were 
all of a certain age(!) we should 
take care in the garden; this time 
of year paths are slippery and 
fruit canes can poke you in the 
eye.... Finally, he advised, when 
you come out of hibernation next 
year, do a lot of stretching before 
you start digging; exercise, get 
ready, don’t pull back muscles!

Sheila Collins
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

The True Heart ap-
pears to have been 
sold, to Arkells’ brew-
ers, subject to contract, who already 
own The Royal Oak. Their outline 
plans are coming together, and vari-
ous interested parties will be asked to 
discuss them and comment in early 
November, I suspect. I know that we 
(Royal Oak) are planning to use the 
village rubbish tip (have you seen it 
recently?), also known as The True 
Heart car park, as a potential site for 
some wooden low level accommo-
dation cabins, very environmentally 
friendly, almost completely off-grid 
and out of sight; and I also know that 
Arkells are aware of the beer drink-
ers’ demands for a non Arkell beer in 
the village, for some reason.
This will also spell the end of the 
late night drum and base sessions 
that seem to happen inside The True 
Heart at least once per week, accord-
ing to my sources in the High Street. 
What is a drum and base session? I 
am obviously too old, but it sounds 
like it might be noisy and unwelcome 
at 2.00am.
The village bonfire is normally held 
here (it seems to be, anyway) on the 
right date, 5th November, and this year 
is no exception. We simply don’t care 
what the weather throws at us. We are 
happy to take your legally burnable 
stuff in that week leading up to the 
day; we cannot collect it, and if you 
do bring stuff please leave it tidily in 
the car park for us to sort. We CAN-
NOT deal with illegal stuff—please 
don’t ignore this advice. Fire soon 
after 6.00pm; food in the garden, as 
ever; beer inside, I suspect. Simple 
fireworks (not horizontal) unless you 
bring some, which we will set off in 
our normal health and safety-focused 
way. At this point a little mention of 
Russell Hatch, who helps me with 
all my health and safety work, and in 
whom the borough council place inor-
dinate trust for some reason (again); 
and who always finds a way of satisfy-
ing their demands even though we res-
olutely refuse to wear high viz jackets 

The Royal Oak Diary or erect steel mesh fencing to keep the 
idiots away from the fire—because 
in this village we know we have no 
idiots, and people quickly understand 
common sense if they are exposed 
to a bit of real life, not protected ad 
nauseam from every risk imaginable. 
Small rant later.
And Thanksgiving Day is 26th No-
vember; while being a semi-perma-
nent non enthusiast for the general  
American way of doing things, I find, 
as in so many walks of life, that the 
individuals from that country are such 
fun, and such gregarious people. Odd 
their country has appeared to turn out 
the way it is portrayed! So while be-
ing sniffy about such events in the 
past, I looked around and saw that 
we had plenty of things the Ameri-
cans like, eg stunning burgers, drip-
ping ribs, bulls..t, cheese strings, 
spray on cream (we’ll even get a 
turkey)—so why not join us for an 
evening that’s slightly different? No 
idea how or what exactly we will do 
yet, but I think it will be fun. Might 
even get some music. Prizes for best 
Americana and tat.
We’re running Christmas menus from 
1st December, although I hate to men-
tion it at this stage of the year. Must 
run—got to get to god’s own county, 
Yorkshire, before dark.

#TF
Bishopstone 100 club

October Winners
       1st       79 Bob Browning
       2nd   20 Bill O’Connell

3rd 76 Keith & Julie Gibbison
You can also check if you have won 
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

Mobile Library
Wednesday 5th &19th  November

Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am
Hinton Church  11.00am

West Hinton Farm  11.20am
The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a 
coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Wot, no play?
Following two suc-
cessful years of 
thespian resurrec-
tion in the villag-
es, we are sorry to 
confirm that there 

will be no BADS play this December 
due to confirmed actor numbers being 
slightly too low. The team hope to be 
treading the boards again in 2015 and 
would love to hear from potential new 
members. If you are interested in join-
ing this merry band as an actor or in 
a supporting role, please contact Tim 
at the Royal Oak or email BADS-
mail2014@gmail.com to ensure 
you receive updates and invitations 
to production planning meetings.

Wanborough School
6.00pm Friday 28th November  

Family Film Night, 
Mr Peabody and Sherman 

contactpta@wanboroughprimary.org
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions		     Plastering		      Plumbing
Landscaping		        Tiling			       Terracing
Roofing			      Carpentry		        Flooring
Kitchens		              Bathrooms	           Decorating
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First of all a rant on behalf 
of myself and the flower 
arrangers (well most of 
them anyway).  On arriv-
ing at St. Swithun’s to decorate the 
church for harvest we were horrified 
to see that somebody had liberally 
sprayed the churchyard with weed 
killer, to date nobody seems to know 
who is responsible - we are just be-
ginning to talk about conservation in 
the church, so not a very good move 
is it, whoever you are?  As I have said 
before I would like to see more wild 
flowers, not all that shorn lawn, so 
reminiscent of a municipal park, and 
we do find the ivy etc. very useful 
for our flower arranging.
Doesn’t time fly?  November already, 
some people (but not the Boons) are 
already thinking about Christmas 

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

- sigh.  I see that the Royal Oak is 
hosting Bishopstone’s bonfire night 
as usual, I wonder every year, what 
possesses us to stand outside on a 
dependably inclement autumn night 
to watch lots of sparks and things go-
ing bang (of which I am terrified).  
I’ll see you there.

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

And Finally..........

Episode 5
We have just returned from a great week in Cornwall, where we have been learning how to improve our 
throwing on the potter’s wheel.  Our teacher was Richard Phethean, who has been throwing pots and 
teaching others how to do it for 30 years. He has just moved from near Oxford to his studio overlook-
ing the sea near Penzance. A glorious place in the summer, but a bit open to the weather in the winter, 
especially as he lives in a caravan while he waits to build a new house. One caravan has already been blown away!!
Richard makes a combination of thrown and then altered pots which he decorates with coloured slip, in a distinctive 
style not dissimilar to the Cubist painters. Sorry I seem to be getting a bit arty farty now!
Anyway, at the start of the course we were both somewhat nervous at having to demonstrate our self-taught throwing 
skills to Richard. He was very kind and not too critical even though he was heard to ask one would be potter, Have 
you thought about taking up knitting?  So we spent the week practising our throwing and getting loads of practical 
tips on how to improve our craft.
We had to be careful to avoid the elderly, deaf, pottery dog, a cross between a border collie and a teddy bear, which 
loved to sit immediately behind you and attempt to trip you up when carrying a precious, newly made pot. We 
worked very hard but found time to take leisurely lunches in the local hostelry and 
then, at the end of the day, Richard would insist on leading a walk on different parts 
of the coast. Very bracing.
We both love a holiday which combines activity and relaxation but one of the joys 
of a course like this is the diverse group of people you meet and yet share an inter-
est with. We were a small group with professions ranging from gardener to London 
financier. We all got on so well and I learnt how to look after a tree fern, how to get 
the best from a pension fund and how to throw better quality pots.
So, after such a practical, informative course, we can throw pots taller and thinner. 
Hmm?  Well we’ll  keep practising anyway. 
Latest news from the pottery:
•	 We are trialling some new raku glazes and hope to find something spectacu-
lar to use on some of our pots.
•	 Our pigeon has left us.
						                  Sue Walton and Adrian Dent


