
 

for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva      January 2015

Remember seating is limited so book early, 
no later than: 

Wednesday 7th January 
and let us know if you want the 

vegetarian option
Contact Howard 791 171 

Annual Village Supper
Hinton Parva Village Hall 

Saturday 10th January 7.00 for 7.30 pm
Delicious 2 course supper 

£10  BYO drinks

Hinton

The Committee is in the process of 
making important decisions to ensure 
the ongoing financial viability of the 
village hall.  It is important that the 
Committee take account of the opin-
ions of all those who wish the village 
hall to thrive and to continue to be an 
amenity.  If you wish to contribute to 
discussions on the future of the hall 
please come along to the meeting.

Carol Sarchet

many.  Geography and Science came 
and went before a well deserved   break 
for a delicious Supper which included 
the usual wonderful array 
of desserts.
A music round covering 
1980s hits began the sec-
ond half. Easy for 
some!  This was 
followed by a pic-
ture round identifying 
international Cities. 
All too soon the 
time ran out and 
on the final analysis the 
Badgers from Church Farm 
Cottages won by just three 
points. Well done to all the 
teams that bravely took part. It was 
great fun. The evening concluded with 

For the quiz the Hall filled with excited 
quizzers who soon formed themselves 
into nine splendid teams. Their first 
task was to invent a team name to re-
flect their aspirations. The No-hopers 
were successful in their quest!

Each team had a Joker to play on 
their most favoured round of ques-
tions. The Literature round was not 
all Dickens or Jane Austen, in fact one 
question asked in which book did an 
Alien invasion begin in Woking! Sport 
followed, which was a great relief to 

Bishopstone Village Hall 
Committee Meeting 

7.00 pm 
Monday 19th January 

Bishopstone School

HVH November Quiz & 
Children’s Party

a bonanza raffle which helps consid-
erably in our fundraising to replace 
the Village Hall floor and windows.
Howard
The children of Hinton had their 
Christmas party on Saturday, 13th De-
cember. The hall looked very festive, 
decked out with lights, balloons and a 
Christmas tree. Kate Wright and Sa-
rah Cooke kept all amused, even those 
watching from the sidelines,  with a 
succession of games; musical stat-
ues, musical chairs, something rather 
complicated with bars of chocolate 
and, of course, pass the parcel.  All 
sorts of people had produced plates 
and bowls  of delicious food. The ta-
bles were laden with beautifully deco-
rated cakes, some of which were even 
dressed up as reindeer.  Adults tucked 
into some delicious mull as Santa 
Claus produced  a labelled present for 
everyone there, so much fun. If there 
are any children out there who would 
have liked to come and did not know 

about it please let the village 
committee know.

 Conta  
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
                                                     
        Sunday               4th January               8.30am        Holy Communion                              	 Lyddington
          Epiphany                                           10.30am        Family Communion                        	 Bishopstone
                                                                      6.00pm        Evensong                                         	 Hinton Parva       
        Sunday             11th January	      8.30am        Holy Communion BCP                		 Bishopstone
          Baptism of Christ	 	  	  *10.30am        Family Communion                  		  Wanborough
          1st Sunday of Epiphany                       4.00pm        Evensong                                 		  Lyddington
        Sunday             18th January               8.30am        Holy Communion BCP                 	 Wanborough
          2nd Sunday of Epiphany                  *10.30am        Family Communion                   		  Lyddington
         Week of Prayer for Christian Unity     1.00pm        Baptism                             		  Wanborough                  
                                                          	      6.00pm        Evensong                                  		  Hinton Parva         
        Sunday             25th January          * 10.30am        Family Communion                   		  Hinton Parva
          3rd Sunday of Epiphany             	      6.00pm        Evensong                                  		  Wanborough
        Sunday               1st February             8.30am        Holy Communion                         	 Lyddington
         Presentation of Christ in the Temple  10.30am       Family Communion                    		  Bishopstone
                                                         	      6.00pm        Evensong                                     		 Hinton Parva
  

*Refreshments served after the service
Note Lyddington Evensong 4.00pm in the Winter months 

Dear Friends,
Here we are again at the start of an-
other New Year. What will 2015 have 
in store for us, for our communities, 
our nation, our world? It is almost 
like unwrapping a Christmas present 
and having no idea what we will find 
inside. We may well be surprised, as-
tonished, pleased or, even if we do 
not want to admit it, disappointed.
2015 will certainly hold changes and 
choices – for us and for the wider 
world. How can we influence changes 
for good and make right choices that 
will help to make the world a safer 
place? As we look around the world 
we know we are challenged by dis-
eases such as Ebola, issues like Cli-
mate Change, the very real fear of 
Terrorism, how to bring freedom 
from injustice and oppression and a 
fairer distribution of the world’s re-
sources. We will also be called upon 
to make choices that may indeed lead 
to change at the General Election.
Every day we are called to make 
choices, some small, yet others may 
be life changing. Nearly all choices 
we make may indeed affect others as 
well, so we have a responsibility to 

make the best choices that we can.
With each new year, each new day, 
God gives us so many new oppor-
tunities, some exciting and some 
daunting. Some choices will be made 
spontaneously while others will take 
a great deal of heart searching and 
thought.
Let us pray that each decision we 
make will be in accordance with 
God’s will and purpose for our lives 
and of those around us – near and far. 
In our small way we can help to make 
changes for the good of all peoples.
What will 2015 have in store for the 
churches in our villages? Many of 
you will be aware that Bill has been 
on long-term sick leave and we con-
tinue to wish him well. Throughout 
this time of uncertainty we are grate-
ful to all those who have worked 
tirelessly to keep our churches open, 
welcoming and available for all who 
need our services and help.
We continue to face a time of uncer-
tainty but have chosen to look for-
ward in hope as our Christian faith 
teaches, and to face up to any choic-
es we need to make. Some of the 
churches in our Benefice face major 
work and the high costs involved – a 
daunting task indeed, especially at 

this time of economic difficulty.
We have had a wonderful end to 
2014 with all the Christmas serv-
ices, welcoming so many of you to 
our Donkey, Christingle, Crib, Carol, 
Midnight and Christmas morning 
services. Your presence has encour-
aged and supported us to continue to 
look forward in hope and expectation 
to 2015.
May that be true for each and every 
one of you too! 
A very Happy New Year.

Sandy

The Vicar’s Letter

PCC Meeting
 20th January 7.30pm 

Hinton Hall

 Family Service Meeting 
7.30pm 19th  January
The Old Inn, Hinton

Hinton says Thank You.....
..........to John Price for opening up St 
Swithun’s in all weathers we are truly 
grateful that our beautiful Church 
can be open to visitors all year round 
and they can delight in its beauty and 
seek peace.
Once again, thank you John we are 
truly grateful.

Marguerite
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Contacts
Any enquiries: 
For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The 
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone,  The 
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens
Church View, Bishopstone                              

01793 791 107
doug1966@btinternet.com

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Secretary:  Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061

List of Other PCC Members:
Bill O’Connell (Chairman)                          

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

Paul Bailey (Treasurer)
01793 790 103       

paulbailey86@btinternet.com
Liz Warrick                 01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell              01783 791 148
Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 07703 162 523

R2attayloralan@aol.com

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
	 January 	 Fran Shishton & Frances Shone
	 February         	 Caroline Brandi & Gill White
	 March    	 Chris Thomas & Gill May
	 April        	 Maggie Gill & Jane Golding
	 May         	 Liz Warrick & Jane Manktelow
	 June      	 Jenny Isles & Sarah Best
	 July        	 Jill Rankin & Hilary Pitts
	 August    	 Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett
	 September        	 Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
	 October         	 Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
	 November        	 Fran Shishton & Frances Shone
	 December        	 Caroline Brandi & Gill May
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.
More volunteers are much needed to help look after St Mary’s – the cleaning 
can be done at any time, it doesn’t take long, and it’s a very rewarding and 
satisfying to help care for such an ancient building.  If you are interested in 
helping, or know of anyone else who might be, do please contact: 

Sarah Bally 791 121 .

From the Benefice Register
    Baptism
      St. Mary’s Bishopstone
             6th December  Nathaniel Rhys Griffiths & Thomas Kingsley Griffiths   

The Donkey Service
After three years of missing The 
Donkey Service at Hinton, we de-
cided to revive it. So on Wednesday 
17th December, after a lot of prepara-
tion, around 75 people packed into St 
Swithun’s Church.
Thank you to all who took part in this 
very special service: Mary - Eleni; 
Joseph - Charlie; Innkeeper - Julian;
Angels - Lucy & Tabitha; Shepherds 
- Jamie,  Arthur & Phinian; Sheep - 
Harry & Sebastian; Edward for his 
beautifully read prayers, to the read-
ers Kate, Alex, Sam and Angus.
Special thanks to Richard for his mu-
sical accompaniment and to Revd 
Sandy, to Julian and Sarah for allow-
ing us to park in their driveway, to 
David for directing the traffic, to Con-
ta and Wanda for helping to unload 
the donkey’s in the Manor Courtyard, 
to Tom for providing the straw, to 
Colin for making a crib at very short 
notice and the delicious mulled wine.
Last but certainly not least to our ce-
lebrities Tinkerbell, Tilly and their 
owner Lydia Otter from Pennyhooks 
Farm in Shrivenham they were true 

stars and the children were 
delighted. Their presence 
made the service magical and 
made us all reflect on the true 
meaning of Christmas.  The 
collection will be donated to 
their very special work over at 
the Farm and this amounted 
to £65
The evening ended with 
mulled wine, mincepies and 
biscuits served in the Church.
Everyone leaving was of 
the same opinion we must 
do this again next year.
See you there Marguerite As Marguerite said, a lot of work 

went into the service, thanks also to 
the flower arrangers besides angels 
and sheep etc.                            Ed



Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

Hinton Parva Village Hall  - January

The Booking Secretary is Karin Thompson - 790 970
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Bridge           	           Friday          2th, 9th,  16th,  23rd  & 30th             7.30pm
Bridge for Beginners  Thursday      8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th         2.00 - 4.00pm
WI		            Thursday     8th			           7.00 - 9.30pm
Annual Supper            Saturday     10th  	                            7.00pm           

Bishopstone Village Hall  - January
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like to make 
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us 
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back to 
you quickly.  If you ring the number during any school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number 
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.
Monday          5th			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 4.15 - 7.00pm  Parish Council7.00 - 9.00pm	

Tuesday          6th			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 3.50 - 6.45pm                 TQD 7.00 - 800pm           
Wednesday     7th   			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm School 3.15 - 4.15pm				  

Thursday        8th   Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm   School   1.00 - 2.00pm                 	
Monday        12th			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 4.15 - 7.00pm					   

Tuesday        13th  			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 3.50 - 6.45pm   		 TQD 7.00 - 800pm  
Wednesday   14th     			       School 11.45 - 1.00pm School 3.15 - 4.15pm	 		            
Thursday      15th      Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm  School   1.00 - 2.00pm  	                 
Monday        19th			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 4.15 - 7.00pm	              Skittles  7.00 - 9.30pm	

Tuesday        20th  			          School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 3.50 - 6.45pm   		 TQD 7.00 - 800pm    
Wednesday   21st     			       School 11.45 - 1.00pm School 3.15 - 4.15pm	 		            
Thursday      22nd    Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm   School   1.00 - 2.00pm  	                                 
Monday        26h			         School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 4.15 - 7.00pm	              

Tuesday        27th  			         School 11.45 - 1.00pm  Ballet 3.50 - 6.45pm   		 TQD 7.00 - 800pm    
Wednesday   28th    			       School 11.45 - 1.00pm School 3.15 - 4.15pm	 		            
Thursday      29th     Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm   School   1.00 - 2.00pm   	
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You could really clean up here ....
Hinton Parva Village Hall does not 
employ a caretaker, we ask hirers to 
leave the Hall as they find it and how 
they would like to find it !
However, there is always work to be 
done and we seek volunteers to join 
us for taking on a month of the year 
to pop in and check the floor and su-
faces and maintain the toilets on a 
weekly visit.
This vital community contribution is 
therapeutic and very much appreci-
ated. If you can join our happy band 
,then please call Howard on 791 171. 
Ten minutes of your time will never 
be so rewarding.  Pick up the phone 
today.    

Hinton Parva Village Hall
.........announces the change of the 
Village Hall Booking Secretary.
For all hall bookings and hall 
payments, please contact: 

Karin Thompson - 790 970 
karinmthompson@aol.com

Left:  Party goers surround Santa 
Claus at the Hinton Parva Chil-
dren’s Christmas party.  A good time 
was had by all, (see front page).
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Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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Meetings 

7.00pm second Wednesday of each 
month unless otherwise stated, 
at Bishopstone Village Hall. Tea/
coffee,biscuits. Come & join us!
For more details contact:              

email  gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk
Doreen Cooper  792 965

Chris Thomas 790 106
Sheila Collins  790 358

                      Sarah Bally   791121

Bishopstone 
School
Year 4, 5 and 6 
wished to share this month some 
of their favourite things that 
they have been doing over the     
last four weeks.  This has included:
Putting hyperlinks into our power
points and using animated gifs, Heidi
I love our timetables challenge.  We 
have created a video for our 6x ta-
bles . . . watch the website for it to be 
uploaded! Eleni
I have really enjoyed our art project.  
We finished Toffee the Toff cat, who 
was created by all of year 4 and 
guidance from Mrs Walton, he won 
the Wyvern art competition!  Thomas
Creating artistic topic book covers 
based on – Life: Living on planet 
Earth,  Daisy
Using the NXT robots to complete 
experiments in science – we have 
used them for measuring both sound 
and light, Orin
Getting festive, making 3d snowflakes 
by using templates and paper folding, 
Gideon

Missing Kindle
On our local walk this morning I 
found a Kindle lying in the bridle 
path which leads up to the Ridgeway, 
(sort of  opposite West End Lane.)
It was a bit frosted but we brought 
it home and gently dried it out. It’s 
now sprung back to life. Someone is 
obviously missing this and we would 
love to reunite them with their Kin-
dle. Perhaps it would be a good idea 
to get them to  describe it and tell us 
which story they were reading.

Sheila Collins 790 358

Working with angles in maths! Skye
It has been great to create computer 
games ourselves by writing the code 
with Mr Anley, Isaac
Programming software is fantastic, I 
really like Kodu, Joshua
Turning roses blue in our science 
experiment, where we were looking 
at how a plant draws water into the 
stem, Tillyjayne
We have learnt some fun new P.E games 
such as Roadrunner with Richard 
(Specialist sports coach), Jack
In our Big Writing lessons we have 
been retelling stories: making Gold-
ilocks into a modern day story was 
really funny, Oscar
Our visit to Ridgeway School to see 
two famous authors – ‘Steve and 
Steve’ was sooooooo good and funny, 
Oliver
Tillyjayne wining the Swindon Out-
let Village English competition and 
year 4 having an exciting trip to Ed’s 
Diner followed by prizes galore, year 
4.
Going to the football match to watch 
Swindon Town for free – event that 
saw 3500 free tickets given out to 

primary children 
across Swindon 
through the Swin-
don Football Club 
Trust.
Not only have the 
children at school 
had a highly suc-
cessful four weeks 
but we also wish 
to congratulate Mr 
Anley on becoming 
a Master Teacher for 
Computing – one of 
only two in the South 
West.  FOBS have 
also been busy rais-
ing funds through 
Christmas events.  
We would like to end 
by wishing everyone 
in the village a very 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 
Year.  For more in-
formation on many 
of the above, we have 

pictures and info on our school website: 
www.bishopstoneschool.org 

Year 4, 5 and 6 at Bishopstone C of E 
Primary School
For a picture of Toffee the Toff 
Cat, see the back page, News from 
Bishopstone Pottery

Bishopstone Gardening club
Everything has 
gone very quiet 
now that we 
have wound our 
gardens down 
for the winter, 
though I seem to 
be forever raking 
up leaves!

Dates to mark in your new 
2015 calendars

11th February
Organic Gardening 
by Pete  Richardson from Westmill 
Organics

11th March  
Gardening Made Easy 
by Alan Christopher - all about tips 
and short cuts in the garden



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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Tony Gill
I would like to thank everyone who 
has sent letters and cards of con-
dolence on the occasion of my 
husband’s passing.
Tony was born in Bishopstone Vil-
lage and loved it.  He was never hap-
pier than when he was working in 
the fields, walking over the downs 
or ringing the bells at St. Mary’s 
Church, which he did for 60 years.
He was a true country man and 
we will miss him.

Margaret Gill

Book Review
From Farming Fields to Muddy 
Trenches, by Karin Thompson and 
Paul Williams, published by Bish-
opstone and Hinton Parva Local 
History Group in November 2014 
ISBN 978-0-9930975-0-8
On 8th November, Hinton Parva Vil-
lage Hall was packed with villag-
ers for a very timely book launch, as 
Karin Thompson and Paul Williams 
revealed the results of their research 
into the contribution of the people of 

Bishopstone in the First World War
Talk & Supper

Tuesday, 13th January 
The Royal Oak, Bishopstone

7.00pm for 7.15pm
Simple 2-course supper (sharing start-
ers; pie + veg; vegetarian option), £15 
per head.  Followed by a talk by Karin 
Thompson about Bishopstone in WW1, 
based on the recent publication From 
Farming Fields to Muddy Trenches 
by Karin and Paul Williams which records the 
contribution of the people of Bishopstone and Hinton Parva to 
the Great War of 1914-1918:
•	 The forgotten sons of the Parish
•	 The lady riders of Russley Park remount depot
•	 Life on the Home Front
•	 Tales of bravery, persistence and distant travel
•	 Then & Now slides of Bishopstone 
Opportunity to purchase signed copies of From Farming Fields to Muddy 
Trenches

Enquiries and bookings to the Royal Oak 790 481

Bishopstone and Hinton Parva to the 
Great War of 1914-18, both on the 
home front and on the front line.
Karin and Paul’s book, From Farm-
ing Fields to Muddy Trenches is a 
fully illustrated and fascinating ac-
count of life in our villages before 
and during the Great War. It provides 
meticulously researched insight into 
the lives and experiences of men 
who undertook (sometimes invol-
untary) military service at various 
points between the 17th and early 20th 
centuries.

Remarkably, Karin and Paul have 
unearthed the details of many pre-
viously unrecorded men from the 
parish who served in the First World 
War. The book includes extensive 
biographical details of the 85 men 
from Bishopstone and 35 from Hin-
ton who saw service, 27 of whom 
died as a result of the war.
Readers will be entranced by Paul’s 
collection of old photographs of the 
two villages, and astonished at the 
social changes that have affected all 
aspects of rural life over the last 100 
years.
For more information, or to pur-
chase the book and accompany-
ing CD, look online at http://www.
spang le f i sh . com/h in tonpa rva /   
or email hintonparva@talktalk.net

Val Brodin

Austin George Thomas
1923 - 2014

The Rev. Thomas was vicar of Wan-
borough and Lyddington from 1980 
1988.
He died in Southmead Hospital, Bris
tol on the 11th December, aged 91.
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972



10										                    Village News January 2015

G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

Fresh from being told 
by one of my custom-
ers that I didn’t have 
the emotional intelli-
gence to understand the importance of 
fracking (I’m sure he said fracking), 
I was subsequently surprised to see 
12 people disguised as policemen and 
women digging holes in the ditches 
at the end of The New Road in Bish-
opstone; quite obviously, I thought, 
looking for liquid gold in them there 
litter strewn parts. If they were frack-
ing it must have been a disappoint-
ment, since they were more likely 
to find 12 old McDonalds wrappers, 
four or five rotting tyres, some black 
bags of building waste and plenty 
of Coke cans and plastic water bot-
tles, because God has decreed that 
this is where they should be put by 
those who haven’t got time to find a 
waste bin. The New Road, of course, 
is called the New Road because it’s 
only been under tarmac for the past 50 
years. Dinosaurs did not there roam. 
Mark my words, fracking will come 
back to haunt these pages, and as long 
as it’s in the West End, I won’t mind!
I will of course be starting an an-
ti-fracking pressure group; I am 
just thinking of a  suitable acro-
nym. For those of you ex-the IT 
industry who don’t understand 
words of more than 2 syllables...…
New Year’s Eve: my curmudgeonly 
view on enforced festivities notwith-
standing, I have been cajoled by staff 
and customers into a simple affair of 
good food, short menu, great ingre-
dients; some cocktails; and hip hop 
(but mostly hip, bearing in mind his 
age) tunes from Bishopstone’s DJ ex-
traordinaire Harry S. He has threat-
ened to raid his 60s and 70s archive 
with a brief foray into the 90s if we’re 
unlucky. No entry fee, no bouncers 
and no wild promises,  and the land
lord needs an early night anyway.
More serious matters: I am wound 
up about UKIP currently, as some of 
you have written to tell me (off); so 
in the spirit of complete fairness, as 
demanded by a Mr Bailey of this par-

The Royal Oak Diary ish, I have decided to try to hold a full 
political hustings at the pub in early 
April; since we know the election is 
7 thMay, and Mr Buckland the incum-
bent MP has already  agreed to take 
part, it’s only a matter of time before 
UKIP find a suitable candidate (step 
forward Mr you know who); Ann 
Snelgrove is odds on to be here, and 
the libs and the greens will be organ-
ised by then as well, I hope. I will keep 
you informed, as you would expect.
Before that Karen Thompson will be 
speaking at the pub on 13th January, 
7.00pm, over a superb cheap sup-
per; her splendid book on the role of 
people from Bishopstone and Hin-
ton Parva in WW1 was launched 
last month to wild critical acclaim; 
it has some extraordinary stories of 
the Hickmans (ex-Eastbrook?), the 
Cheneys, The Poveys, the people who 
ran the Queen of the hills bus service, 
the man who lived in his home made 
den (until the env health officers dis-
covered him…); the Wilsons (ex 
Prebendal?).  £15 per person, beau-
tiful, relevant local history comes to 
life in a warm pub on your doorstep.
Other dates for you, if you have got 
this far: Burns Night, always done 
properly here, is on the right date, Sun-
day 25th January, starting at 5.00pm 
to allow you a full night’s sleep. Our 
Classic car Day is Sunday 26th April, 
roll out your classic Renaults (some 
mistake surely?); and the big one, Pig 
Racing, a day at the Bishopstone cir-
cus, is now set for Sunday 31st May. I 
tell you this so far in advance because 
I know a lot of you early retired peo-

Bishopstone 100 club
December Winners

                 1st         97 Liz Warrick
       2nd      22 Jane Lomax

  	     3rd      16 Joan Gibbs
You can also check if you have won 
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

Mobile Library
Wednesday 7th & 21st  January
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a 
coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

ple like to plan your holidays around 
this. It is my duty to entertain you.
No other gossip, really, apart from the 
threatened punch up outside the school 
gates in early December, and much to 
my surprise, after what I’ve been hear-
ing, it wasn’t between two parents ei-
ther. It would not have been Box Office 
on Sky Sports, I can tell you that. 

TF

Apology
In last month’s newsletter I said that 
the mobile library would be in the vil-
lages on the 31st December, actually 
it was on holiday that day. 
Sorry, my fault. 

Editor 
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions		     Plastering		      Plumbing
Landscaping		        Tiling			       Terracing
Roofing			      Carpentry		        Flooring
Kitchens		              Bathrooms	           Decorating
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I’ve been thinking, (no 
rude comments at the back 
there!) if I could award 
a New Year’s Honour it 
would be to Marguerite Seaward, 
I wonder how many people, par-
ticularly bishops and the like, realise 
how hard she works as St. Swithun’s 
churchwarden to keep the church go-
ing.  For a small example read the ar-
ticle on the Donkey service on page 
3. Do the said bishops understand that 
without the likes of her there would 
be no church, they would be out of a 
job, yes a paid job, their parishioners 
work for nothing!
I was delighted that the children of 
Bishopstone School wish to con-
tribute to our newsletter, but hands 
up who understood their projects , 
Putting hyperlinks into our power-

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

points and using animated gifs?  Err, 
what?  Perhaps they should be editing 
the newsletter as well.
Thank you to all who have enquired 
into my wellbeing since Thing 2 left 
home, I’m fine, but he still hasn’t cut 
the lawn.
Happy New Year

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or delivered to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

And Finally..........

Episode 7  Pottery and other things!
A strange, large, catlike creature, standing a metre high was spotted lurking in our pottery this month. Was this the 
infamous black panther that is known to roam the Ridgeway above Bishopstone? If so why was it wearing a bow tie 
and a monocle? Not exactly the attire of a normal red-blooded panther!!
Perhaps I can explain…….
The Wyvern Theatre are putting on the pantomime of Dick Whittington this Christmas and invited local schools to 
take part in a competition to Create a Cat. The winning cat would  adorn the theatre foyer during the pantomime. 
The cat could be made of any materials and any design. So 5 year 4 children, Thomas, Tilly, Eleni, Skye and Gideon, 
from Bishopstone School and I set about designing and making our own special cat.
We needed lots of space to make a mess so the clay was put aside for a while and the children visited the pottery 
several times to make the cat. A wire frame was made and the children covered it in mod roc (plaster). They all drew 
designs for the cat and agreed it should be a theatre-loving cat called Toffee the Toff Theatre Cat. ( I loved the name 
as I have been watching with amusement Life is Toffs on the TV – I sincerely hope 
the children haven’t though!!)  They painted it wearing an evening suit, bow tie and 
monocle and carrying a silver topped cane. Then they cut out prints of old theatre 
panto programme covers and collaged them all over his suit. It looked magnificent 
when it was finished. The children worked so hard and carefully.Toffee was then un-
ceremoniously carted off, lying down in the back of a car, for judging at the theatre. 
We were so excited to hear a few days later that Toffee was the winning entry in the 
competition. Earning Bishopstone School a prize of £100 and Toffee a place in the 
Wyvern Theatre foyer until the end of the panto in early January.
After all this excitement the pottery has now reverted back to its usual purpose. Large 
numbers of personalised, decorated terracotta pots have been made for all my great-
nephews and great-nieces for Christmas. They will be expected to grow sunflowers in 
them next year!

Dick Whittington (alias Kris-
tian Morse) with Toffee in the 
Wyvern Theatre foyer.

We have also purloined some wonderful clay from the building site in Church Lane. 
Once prepared and rid it of stones and imperfections we hope to make, possibly, 
the first pots ever from Bishopstone clay?

Sue Walton and Adrian Dent


