
 

            July 2015for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva

A  Grand Day Out
Despite a shaky 
start with the 
weather on Sun-
day 31st  May, a 
constant stream of 
people made their 
way to Bishopstone Village hall over 
the course of the day. The hall looked 
pretty classy, adorned with bunting 
and full of fascinating arts and crafts, 

....but for some it just got more  
and more damp
Certainly no way to treat your host, 
Rob Selbourne (above). 
Tom Green (right) a daughter’s 
revenge.
Congratulations to Jake Brandi, who 
scooped the top cash raffle prize!
Thank you Sheila Collins, Millie 
Green and Jonathon Boon for pix.
There will be more pictures on the 
Village Website.

as well as delicious looking food. All 
exhibitors had made a great effort 
to present their wares in the best pos-
sible light 
The first thing that met the eye on 
entering the hall was the magnifi-
cent elephant sculpture made by 
David Lomax. Beyond this people 
could browse around the art displays, 
including pottery, jewellery, tex-
tiles, paintings, photography, glass-
work, woodwork and other crafts. 
Then they could enjoy tasting and 
buying anything from delicious 
bread and cheese to chocolate truf-
fles. As well as admiring the beautiful 
wedding cakes.
The lardy cakes were all sold out 
by lunchtime and other food stalls 
were depleted by the end of the day. 
Lots of discerning shoppers left the 
hall clutching their precious arts and 
craft purchases, stopping for a little 
longer to savour the traditional cream 
tea in the tent outside the hall.
It was a really sociable day, with 
lots of smiling faces and opportuni-
ties for friends and neighbours to 
catch up with each other, as well as 
welcoming people from outside the 
village.
The success of the day was down to 
all the organisers and helpers (you 
know who you are), the artists and 
artisans, and those who made the 
effort to come and see the talent 
Bishopstone has to offer.
In addition we raised over £500 for 
the maintenance of the village hall. 
Thank you everyone.

Sue Walton

The Fête wasn’t as wet as it could have been....
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
                                                     

        Saturday            4th July  	                 2.30pm   Renewal of Vows				    Hinton Parva
        Sunday               5th July		     8.30pm   Holy Communion 				    Lyddington
          5th Sunday after Trinity 		   10.30am   Family Communion 				   Bishopstone
					        6.00pm   Evensong 					     Hinton Parva
        Sunday             12th July                   8.30am   Holy Communion BCP                 		  Bishopstone
          6th Sunday after Trinity                *10.30am    Family Communion                   		  Wanborough               
          			                                6.00pm   Evensong                                  		  Lyddington         
        Sunday             19th July                   8.30am    Holy Communion				    Wanborough
          7th Sunday after Trinity                 * 10.30am   Family Communion                   		  Lyddington
                      	                    		     6.00pm   Evensong Patronal Festival (Summer theme)  Hinton Parva 
        Sunday             26th  June	            * 10.30am    Family Communion                   		  Hinton Parva
          8th Sunday after Trinity 		     6.00pm   Evensong					     Wanborough
        Sunday               2nd August	    8.30pm   Holy Communion 				    Lyddington
          9th Sunday after Trinity 	            * 10.30am   Family Communion 				   Bishopstone
					        6.00pm   Evensong 					     Hinton Parva

*Refreshments served after the service

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends and Neighbours,
As a result of an inability to sleep, 
at silly o’clock one morning I found 
myself in a deep conversation with 
a cousin who lives in Australia and 
a past professor of mine who lives 
near Salisbury, neither of whom had 
met. It was indeed a marvel of social 
media. Some of us will remember 
when ‘phones were installed in homes 
where the line was shared. They 
were known as party lines, a term 
that would probably mean something 
completely different nowadays.
Einstein has been quoted as saying I 
fear the day that technology will sur-
pass our human interaction. The world 
will have a generation of idiots. Find-
ing a balance can be difficult and there 
are benefits as well as dangers, like so 
much in life. In the Kingdom of Ker-
ry, in the Emerald Isle you often have 
to go through a potted family health 
check before you can get to the point in 
any conversation.
While on the surface this might first 
appear a little long winded, it does 
have the benefit of knowing if the per-
son you are speaking to is in the best 
frame of mind. This is a facility that 

electronic media will never have for 
as long as the sun is in the sky, and 
much hurt can and is caused as a re-
sult. The Vicar of Bagdad is a Face-
book friend of mine and he regularly 
asks for and receives a lot of prayer as 
a result. The other lovely thing, is that 
we get to hear the results of our prayer-
ful labours, and they can be quite as-
tonishing to say the least. Prayer, 
like social media spans the globe.
We have a group in our villages who 
meet each week to pray for the peo-
ple and the businesses that are resi-
dent in the benefice. We also pray for 
our nation and this amazing planet on 
which we live. 
If you would like to join us or 
be prayed for please contact us:
 

email villageprayers@gmail.com 
telephone 790 088

Have a great summer.
With best wishes and prayers

Bill

Pentecost
On 24th May we celebrated the Fes-
tival of Pentecost at St Swithun’s
 Family Service. We were told it 
was the Church’s Birthday and we 
celebrated with a party.
Thanks to Charlie for reading the 

Pennyhook Farm
On Friday 22nd May Messy Church 
including Richard, Kate, Harry, 
Monty, Katharine, Angus, Jamie Ed-
ward, Patricia, Edward Lucy and 
I visited Pennyhooks Farm near
Shrivenham. Lydia Otter welcomed 
us with drinks and biscuits and armed 
with grapes, pieces of apple. diges-
tive biscuits and corn off we went to 
feed the animals. First we met Charlie 
the cockerel and all his chickens they 
are partial to a digestive biscuit. Then 

story of the Holy Spirit visiting the 
disciples and to Angus who wrote 
and read his own prayers. Both read 
beautifully.  To Jamie for his beauti-
ful picture.  To Lucy and Edward for 
taking the collection and to all the 
Children who helped Rev Bill with 
Communion.



Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
	 July        	 Sheila Collins
	 August    	 Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett
	 September        	 Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
	 October         	 Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
	 November        	 Fran Shishton & Frances Shone
	 December        	 Caroline Brandi & Jill White 
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.

Sarah Bally 791 121 

From the Benefice Register

  Baptism
     St. Swithun’s Hinton Parva
     Saturday 23rd May 			   Archie David Andrew Poynter
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Contacts
Any enquiries: 
The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

OR
The Churchwarden: 
Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Secretary:  Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061
List of Other PCC Members:
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)

01793 790 103       
paulbailey86@btinternet.com

Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 07703 162 523

R2attayloralan@aol.com
Doug Stevens              01793 791 107

doug1966@btinternet.com

Patronal Festival
St. Swithun’s Church

Hinton Parva
6.00pm Sunday 19th July 

Swithun’s day is on the 15th 

July, and the patronal festi-
val, on the Sunday will have a 
theme of summery hymns and 
readings. 
This will be conducted 
by John Godfree.
After the service refresh-
ments will be served. 

on to meet our old friends Tilly and 
Tinker bell to whom we had been in-
troduced at the Donkey Service and 
their friend Tizzy. They needed a 
brush so several of the children were 
happy to oblige They quickly con-
sumed their tea of various goodies in 
bowls given to them.
Whilst feeding the donkeys the two 
goats were keen to get in on the act 
and were duly feed by 
the children.
Our last stop was to the 
two pigs who were far 
too tired to take any 
notice of our intru-
sion, they did, how-
ever, enjoy the diges-
tive biscuits which 
were on offer.
The highlight for the 
boys was being allowed 
to sit in the tractor with 
Richard who assists 
Lydia and pretend to 
move bales of hay.
Eventually ending 
up with more drinks 
and biscuits, a perfect 
end to a very enjoy-
able and informative 
afternoon.
We were all so grate-
ful to Lydia for al-
lowing Messy Church 
to visit the Farm and 
a small donation has 

be sent to further her fantastic work 
with all the children who enjoy 
the delights of Pennyhook.

Summer Break
Messy will be having a summer 
break and will recommence again in 
September in readiness for our Har-
vest Service.

Marguerite



Bishopstone Village Hall  - July
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School.  If you would like to make 
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us 
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back 
to you quickly.  If you ring the number during school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number 
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.
Cost for hiring the hall:  £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other book-
ings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.

Wednesday     1st         		               School 11.45 - 1.00pm 
Thursday        2nd   Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am   School 11.45 - 1.00pm  	 School 3.15 - 4.15pm	 	

Friday	           3rd		               School 11.45 - 1.00pm                                            Skittles	        5.00 - 10.00pm
Saturday         4th           			  ALL DAY                					     Private Party
Monday          6th  		         School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Tuesday          7th  		              School 11.45 - 1.00pm            				    TQD 7.00 - 800pm         
Wednesday     8th     		         School 11.45 - 1.00pm      			            Gardening Soc. 6.30 - 9.00pm
Thursday        9th      Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am   
Friday               10th		              School 11.45 - 1.00pm				               
Monday        13th 		         School 11.45 - 1.00pm         		

Tuesday        14th		              School 11.45 - 1.00pm            		                             TQD 7.00 - 800pm           
Wednesday   15th     		         School 11.45 - 1.00pm           

Thursday      16th      Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am   School 11.45 - 1.00pm  	 School   3.15 - 4.15pm   

Friday               17th	             	             School 11.45 - 1.00pm 
Saturday       18th         			   ALL DAY                					     Private Party 
Monday        20th 		         School 11.45 - 1.00pm         		

Tuesday        22nd		              School 11.45 - 1.00pm            		                             TQD 7.00 - 800pm           
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Hinton Parva Village Hall  - July

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

The Booking Secretary is Karin Thompson - 790 970
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Bridge           	        Friday     3rd,  10th  17th, 24th & 31st       7.00 - 10.00pm
Parish Council         Monday    6th 				      Evening 
WI         	       Thursday  9th 		      		    Evening

Hinton Flower Show 
Saturday 8th August

Roll up for this years Show.  Open 
to all residents in Hinton and Bish-
opstone.   We have some new items 
this year but lots of favourites.  Look 
out for the Schedule which give 
you all the information and choices.  
Our independent specialist Judges 
are straining at the leash.  Let's give 
them plenty to look at and adjudicate. 
When you are out with your camera 
this summer, make sure to take a few 
shots of the Market.  It might be lo-
cal or far away, but always conveys 
the character of the region or country. 
Scotch Eggs are now making a come-
back on the High Street - but we can 
do better.  Described this week in one 
national newspaper as Rusty Cannon-
balls.  They have been known to bring 
out huge smiles in young children. 
Check out what's good for you 
and have a practice run.  The En-
try Form and Maderia Cake Rec-
ipe will be with you very soon 
through your letter box.  Good Luck.             

Howard,  Show Secretary

Skittles Trophy Evening
7.00pm Friday 3rd July

Bishopstone Village Hall
Teams of 6 or indivuals can be put into teams
or come for a chat.  Village event for over 16s
Bar with Ramsbury ale, wine or softdrinks

Tickets £7.50 (include Ploughman’s supper )
contact:

Mike 07876 560 765
Carol 01793 791 453

www.bishopstonevillagehall.co.uk
Proceeds in aid of upgrading the village hall
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Administrative support services for 
small businesses and 

individuals.

I can provide ad-hoc or 
regular support with a range 

of services

If you would like to discuss how I can 
help you, please email: 

sarah@a4admin.co.uk or 
telephone 07835 826 581

Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours

· Dedicated PA Service                 · Document Formatting
· PowerPoint Presentations          · Word Processing
· Meeting and Event Planning       · Mailings



G o d ’s    Tr e e s 
Sunday, 5th July   3.00 – 5.00 pm

Christ Church Community 
Centre, Old Town

Tickets £5 with tea & cakes
Tickets & details please contact

Parish Office: 
522 832   

parishoffice@christchurch.co.uk
Or Jan Flanagan (SALGA) 

523 048
Organisers – Friends of Christ Church, 
Old Town and Swindon Allotments & 
Leisure Gardens Association
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Bishopstone Gardening Society
Potted Schedule of Events 2015
8th July
Mike Burgess: Getting the best from 
your veg plot
August (no meeting)
Saturday 12th September: Village 
Flower & Produce Show
The five photography categories are:
Shed(s); Pretty things; Shadow(s); 
Insect(s) / bug(s); A single flower.
(Any size. Mounting optional)
1

***Saturday 10th October 
Trip: Perrycroft Garden & Malvern 
Michaelmas daisies  
14th October
Jon Mason, Highfield Garden World: 
The talk lots of you have been wait-
ing for: Lawn care & mole deterrent!   
11th November
Quiz Night & Chile con carne supper
*** Places still available. email or 
telephone if you would like to be 
included in the visits.  Non mem-
bers who wish to go on the 
trips can join the society (£5.00).  
The Society meets 7.30pm 2nd 
Wednesday of each month, un-
less otherwise stated, at Bishop-
stone Village Hall.Tea/coffee/
biscuits/raffle. 
Visitors most welcome.
Contact:                        Chris 790 106 

Doreen 792 965  
or Sheila 790 358

gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk

The Wanborough Show Society 
84th Summer Show 

Saturday 22nd August
Whatever your talent there is always 
something for you to enter in the Wan-
borough Flower and Produce Show. It 
is a wonderful event in the very best 
tradition of village shows. The Green 
tent is always full of a huge array of 
vegetables and flowers, arts and crafts, 
as well as a wide range of cookery.
The Mobile Garden : This year we are 
delighted to introduce a new compe-
tition to make a mobile garden. You 
can use your imagination to create a 
living garden - all in the confines of 
a wheeled conveyance about the size 
of a wheelbarrow. You could, for ex-
ample, use a pram or even a wheel-
barrow itself! The theme for this 
first year is: Wildlife in the Garden
Children’s Show: The Flower and 
Produce tent is also home to the 
children’s show. There are lots of 
classes for children to enter that give 
them the opportunity to get creative. 
All the details about entry and en-
try forms can be found on the web-
site at www.wanboroughshow.org   

Tortique
A Catering Business in Bishop-
stone.....we are big on flavours  
My name is Iryada and I make Spe-
cial Occasion Cakes, and provide 
a comprehensive and competitive 
Catering Service for any occasion, 
commercial or private. 
I love food that is bursting with fla-
vours. One of my favourites that I 
always have in the fridge is a Gremo-
lata style dressing: make it in a trice, 
and you can store it in the fridge for 
days.  Olive oil, garlic, lemon and 
salt are the main ingredients, and then 
whatever you can find in the fridge: 
parsley, mint, chives, coriander, gin-
ger, chilli, shallots (all fresh).  Just 
blend all the ingredients; and taste it, 
add more seasoning if needed.  It must 
have a strong, zesty taste, with salti-
ness and acidity to flavour the food 
further.  You can use it to add extra fla-
vour to any dish: salads, as a dipping 
sauce, in a bowl of soup, fried pieces 
of any meat, or spooned on top of fish 
- the possibilities really are endless. 
To learn more visit: 

catering@tortique.co.uk  
www.tortique.co.uk   07725 601 259
Ridgeway Link
Thank you to those who have ap-
plied to join the Ridgeway Link 
as volunteers. You will be help-
ing us continue providing 
lifts to those living in our villages.
There is no such thing as enough vol-
unteers, so to anyone still considering 
joining us please do by contacting:-

Louisa Barnes 790 372 
	            or Gail Hayes 790 037
Thank you again.

or in the show programme.
So come on Bishopstone and Hin-
ton. It’s time to show Wanborough 
what we can do.

Sue Walton 790 246



Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior
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HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991



Bishopstone with Hinton Parva WI
7.30pm Thursday 9th July 
Hinton Parva Village Hall

Birthstones and Precious Stones is the theme of our talk 
this month given by Daphne Atkinson, with an opportunity 
to look at a variety of stones and to purchase jewellery. 
Our friendly group meets on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month and we have an interesting and varied selection 
of speakers or activities to enjoy on those evenings. We 
also have various other interest groups that meet includ-
ing Skittles, Scrabble, Whist and a 
Reading Group as well as trips to the 
Theatre, Gardens and other events.
For more information please contact: 
             Hazel Cooke 01793 790 621 
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Quiz Success
Thank you to everyone who came 
to support the Friends Of Bish-
opstone School family quiz on 
Friday 15th May.   We raised £113!
Pupils past, present and future were 
there and made an invaluable contri-
bution to the event.
Knowledge and skills were stretched 
and challenged; from planet sizes 
to French and DT. Loo roll mum-
mies and straw towers certainly got 
the competition buzzing! Hot dogs, 
snacks ( wine and beers) fuelled the 
thinking brains.
Team Lucky were the winners who 
were presented with a trophy made 
by Matthew and a box of chocolates.
Thanks to the children from School 
Council for selling tickets and to 
those who read out questions to a 
pretty noisy hall!
Pictures will be uploaded to the school 
website www.bishopstoneschool.org.
The next events will be an Auction of 
Promises and Duck Hunt. Watch out  
for details.
Thanks again for your support. 

FOBS

Hello everyone
We continue to be very busy 
at school, here are a few of the 
things that we have been up to:
Cinema night is a really good chance 
to hang out with your friends and 
watch a fun film doing something we 
all like.  On a Tuesday we go swim-
ming in the afternoons.  The teach-
ers make the lessons fun.  We did 
our badges this week with some of 
us swimming over 1500m!!! That is 
more than 45 lengths of the pool.  We 
went on the Junior Good Citizen Trip 
which taught us how to keep safe as 
we grow up.  There were ten differ-
ent activities ranging from pointing 
out fire hazards through to wearing 
beer goggles to see the dangers of al-
cohol.  We were in a competition but 
not sure who has won yet.  We went 
to the Earth Summit in Coleshill and 
learnt about keeping the environment 
healthy!  It was great to look round 
an organic farm and think about what 
we can do for the local environment.  
Thank you so much for all the Sains-
burys vouchers, we collected over 
4000 and have ordered lots of excit-
ing play equipment for outside.  We 
are looking forward to exciting trips 
including Warwick Castle and a day 
at PGL tackling outdoor pursuits.

Written by Mr Anley’s class – KS2

Bishopstone School Fundraiser
Clothing Collection  

Monday 6th July
Please donate unwant-
ed clothing, shoes, 
handbags, belts, books 
and toys. It is helpful if 

you can separate items as there are dif-
ferent prices depending on the goods. 
Unfortunately they are unable to 
accept duvets, pillows and blankets.
Drop off at Bishopstone Village Hall 
on the Monday (leave outside as items 
will be brought inside throughout the 
day) or contact Emma on 01793 791 537 
if need to drop off over the weekend.

Emma Wise

School Reports

Bishopstone 100 club
June Winners

            1st      74 Jim Ball
            2nd   11 Mogs (Yayyyy!)
            3rd   34 David Wray
 

Jo Selbourne X
You can also check if you have won 
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org
The money raised is for Bishopstone 
Village Hall.

Bring & Buy Coffee Morning 
The coffee morning on 10th June  
raised £108.70p for Bishopstone 
Village Hall.   It was well attend-
ed and Roz thanks everyone for 
their donations and contributions.

Carol Sarchet
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972



As an unlikely fu-
ture vicar of this 
patch, this will be 
my last Royal Oak 
diary note beginning with the words 
I dedicate this month’s sermon to…., 
because it will soon start to irritate, 
or it might become self-fulfilling!
Nevertheless, your honour, I do think 
there needs to be a little dedication to-
wards the movers and shakers of this 
little patch of England, most of whom 
go happily unrecognised for the ef-
forts they put in to make life interest-
ing and more amenable for the rest of 
us in the two villages. Name me an-
other tiny parish anywhere that could 
host a Made in Bishopstone exhibi-
tion; an International Pig Racing Fes-
tival; a stunning Ceilidh; a half mara-
thon; a successful village fete on a wet 
day; gardening society, great school, 
the farm on Panorama, the pub in The 
Times, all in the past 6 weeks; and 
countless other things that often pass 
unremarked but enjoyed. The Rus-
sells, the Adrians, the Sues, the David 
and Jackies, the headmistress, the 
cleaners, the Sid and Cheryls, the Rob 
and Jos, the Ians and Andys (possibly 
a new gay couple?), even the Mogs, 
and the people in Cues Lane who 
mostly put up with my daft activities, 
and the people who clean the church 
for nothing….at this point I will have 
to lie down in a dark room; I have 
never before been heard to mutter so 
many nice words at one hit, without 
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon

	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

The Royal Oak Diary a bit of anglo-saxon thrown in.
That has purged my soul, at last. A 
little too late.
Now, The Royal Oak, lauded as ram-
shackle in The Times on 13th June; as a 
bullshit free zone in The Oldie in June 
also (I’m quite happy with both de-
scriptions); and full of life as ever as 
we career towards nine years in charge 
of this place, employing throughout 
the food and farming business about 
20 people full and part time from our 
own village. Swindon Borough Coun-
cil is now in possession of the plan-
ning application (you know, multi-
storey car park etc); and can I ask that 
people keep an eye on The True Heart 
in the meantime, since people broke 
in there three weeks ago. I can assure 
you there is nothing worth stealing, 
unless you want scrap metal, some 
wood for the bonfire and plenty of stuff 
for the compost heap!
Events wise, we’re coming close to 
the period when life gets a bit quieter 
as people start to think about 
their summer holidays; but 
we’ve still (as I write this) 
got about five spaces for the 
Test Match Special Summer 
Supper, 29th June; Jim Max-
well, forthright Aussie, and 
Patrick Murphy, opinionated 
Brit (orig. Irish) talking about 
The Ashes, which start the 
first week of July; and then 
we move quickly onto our late 
summer music party, Pigstock 
etc, in the diary for 22nd Au-
gust 22, farm tours, food, and 
music from about 4.00pm till 

Mobile Library
Wednesday 1st, 15th & 29th July
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a 
coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

late. Locals Cheesey Band, plus the 
Highgrove Marching Band (joke—
they do a mean Little Richard); Hang-
fire, superb; Bob Bowles, Lisa Do-
scher (great talent from Pinewood); 
and others to be confirmed, I hope. 
We’ll try to make sure they don’t cov-
er each other’s numbers! And a beau-
tiful garden to use as and when you 
want; it’s perfect, in a semi health and 
safety way, for kids, as you know.
Thanks, also to bottle man for no 
bags this month; and to the dog owner 
who poops his/her scoop or what-
ever the frightful term is, and leaves 
the bag for ME to pick up and dis-
pose of. Three tiny black bags this 
month. It’s almost certainly not a 
Bernese Mountain dog. 
Bye the bye £555  was raised for 
Swindon and North Wiltshire Deaf 
Children Society, and £555 for 
Alzheimer’s Swindon by our pig 
racing day. TF
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions		     Plastering		      Plumbing
Landscaping		        Tiling			       Terracing
Roofing			      Carpentry		        Flooring
Kitchens		              Bathrooms	           Decorating
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As I write no figure for 
money made at the fête 
has yet emerged, the feel-
ing is that it won't be a 
record, but is it all what this is about?  
I reckon that if every household in the 
parish donated twenty quid we would 
raise £5,000 to £6,000, however, our 
two villages wouldn't join together in 
the masochistic fun of extremely hard 
work and anxiety about the weather. 
Also, must apologise again, it's be-
coming monotonously frequent, this 
time about the non appearance of my 
interactive map at the fête, did any-
body noticed?  We got internet con-
nection in church for one shining 
moment via the vicar's dongle (why 
do I come over all Ooer and Frankie 
Howerd at those words?)
Don't tell anybody but we may be up-

ping this rag to18 pages, if I don't get 
the sack. So send me more copy and 
pictures please.
To my joy, mentioned in dispatches 
(see page 10).  Wot with that, and be-
ing filmed by the Irish Independence 
drinking and dancing in the centre 
of Dublin - want my autograph?

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

And Finally..........

I am so sorry that we failed to deliver a newsletter last month due to Adrian’s hospital stay. Just a bit more treatment 
and he should be bouncing around again. So thank you to all the people that sent their best wishes, cards, chocolates 
and offers of help. It was very kind and really helps.
The pottery was pretty busy in the last two weeks of May, frantically finishing off work for the Made in Bishop-
stone event on 31st May.  Some great new pots came out of the raku kiln and we were delighted with some of the 
new designs. As I have said before raku results can be very unpredictable but when they are good they are very, 
very good!
We also made the long promised limited edition pots (picture bottom right) from the clay dug in Bishopstone. We 
decided to throw a number of smaller pots so that people could buy them as Bishopstone souvenirs at Made in 
Bishopstone. We wanted to glaze some of them with a clear glaze on the inside to waterproof them. However, when 
we tried this on pots that had been biscuit fired to 1000degrees C, the fired glaze contained lots and lots of tiny air 
bubbles which spoilt the appearance of the pots. Hmmm? We were not sure what was going wrong. After a bit of 
research we discovered that, amongst other things, some clays can give off gases from decomposing materials in 
the body of the clay during firing. If the clay is not fired high enough then when the glaze is fired on to the pot the 
gases continue to be given off and get trapped in the glaze. Hence the small air bubbles. This seemed highly likely, 
so we experimented and fired the pots to above 1100degrees C. Then we glazed them with the clear glaze, fired 
them and, lo and behold, we had a shiny glaze with no air bubbles. It always feels good to solve a problem and we 
had learnt something new. However we still do not know at precisely what temperature the Bishopstone clay stops 
giving off gases but I am reliably informed that a Thermal Gravimetric Analysis of the clay would give us the an-
swer. I will leave you to look up what that means but I think we will just 
have fun experimenting with different temperatures and find that out for 
ourselves – much more enjoyable.
When the Bishopstone clay is fired to just 1000degrees C it has a beauti-
ful orange terracotta colour, but if it is fired to the higher temperature and 
then glazed the colour darkens to a lovely chocolate brown – just like an 
overcooked biscuit. We made some of each for Made in Bishopstone and 
we sold almost all of them. I guess we will have to make some more now!

Sue Walton and Adrian Dent

Episode 12 A problem with gas!

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or deliver to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org


