for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva
Easter Services and Celebrations
Palm Sunday 29th March, 10.30am Family Service St Swithun’s Hinton Parva
Maundy Thursday 2nd April 7.00pm, Hinton Village Hall
An informal fellowship supper when we remember the Last Supper that Jesus
shared with his friends on the night before his death. Bread and soup, cheese
and fruit, and as Jesus did, sharing the bread and wine.
Good Friday 3rd April 2.00pm St Mary’s Bishopstone
There will be a procession with the cross up onto the downs, starting after a
very short service in Church.
Easter Eve Saturday 4th April at 8.00pm St Swithun’s Church Hinton Parva
The Service of light. After the reading of the scriptures which foretell the death
and resurrection of Christ, a small fire will be kindled outside the Church
door and candles lit inside, gradually filling the darkness with a blaze of
light to symbolise the Resurrection.
Easter Day Sunday 5th April at10.30pm Easter Family Communion St Mary’s
Bishopstone. A service of celebration will take place. Families are especially
welcome to this Communion service with an Easter Egg hunt for the children
and an Easter bonnet parade. 6.00pm Easter Evensong St Swithun’s Hinton.

Villages Spring-Clean

Sunday 8 March 10.00 - 12.00a.m
th

Anyone who has seen me walking my
dog along the main road between Hinton and Bishopstone of late may have
been concerned at seeing me talking to myself and will no doubt have
made a note to give me a wide berth.
In fact, I am loudly cursing the antisocial elements that generate the litter that adorns the road verges, most
of it thrown out of passing vehicles
– cans, bottles, fast food packaging
….... you name it! It’s therapeutic but
in the end, ineffective (the cursing,
that is).
So, as in previous years, the Parish Council with the help of Swindon Council is promoting a village
clean-up before the amount of litter
becomes over-whelming. The more
residents that take part, the quicker
and easier it is for all concerned.
To participate, please assemble at
one of the village halls at 10.00am,
or as soon thereafter as possible,

where litter-pickers, hi-vis vests and
plastic bags will be provided (but
you might want to wear an old pair
of gloves). We share out the routes
by general consensus and just get on
with it. Someone will co-ordinate
the collection of full bags and return
them to the village halls from where
SBC will collect them later in the
week.
No reward other than a rosy glow of
self-satisfaction and a much tidier
environment for us all; thanks again
to those who took part in previous
years – you know who you are!
Please help! Your contribution will
benefit everyone who lives in our
beautiful villages.
Ian Thompson

Bishopstone School

This month’s paper review has been
written by Tillyjayne, Eleni and Skye
in year 4. They would like to report
on the following:
A group of KS2 children attended a
concert held in Birmingham Arena

March 2015

in January. There were over 6000
children singing a variety of songs
that had been learnt in school. The
concert lasted for two hours and also
had star turns. It was a very lively
concert, the atmosphere was exciting, noisy and full of mexican waves
which looked really good.
On the 5th February KS2 went to
the Steam museum to take part in a
music concert. We only had three
weeks of lessons and were announced
to be amazing and had great comments from all staff present. We have
changed musical instruments and are
now learning the cello and violin in
KS2, so there are some interesting
harmonies floating round the school.
We were delighted to host a cricket
taster session, run by the Oxfordshire
coach, it has inspired some of us to
join a team.
In December the school was delighted to win the Wyvern Art Competition. To win we made a plaster cat,
then painted, then stuck collage on
top of this. He is 1 metre high and
now on proud display in the school
porch. His name is Toffee the Toff
cat and Mrs Walton really helped us!
The three of us have been busy interviewing children around school.
They shared the following with us:
Ruby – I like maths because we don’t
always have to stay in the classroom
James – I like going to forest school
because I like being outdoors
Laila - I like all the teachers as they
are friendly and help you learn
Elsi – I love to learn at Bishopstone!
Look out for next months report.
The school website
has many pictures of
all the above events.
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE
Sunday
1st March
nd
2 Sunday of Lent 		
		

8.30am Holy Communion
10.30am Family Communion
6.00pm Evensong

Sunday
8th March
rd
3 Sunday of Lent
			

		
		
		

Lyddington
Bishopstone
Hinton Parva

8.30am Holy Communion BCP
*10.30am Family Communion
4.00pm Evensong

		
		
		

Bishopstone
Wanborough
Lyddington

Sunday
15th March
th
4 Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

8.30am Holy Communion BCP
*10.30am Family Communion
6.00pm Evensong

		
		
		

Wanborough
Lyddington
Hinton Parva

Sunday
22nd March
th
5 Sunday of Lent
Passiontide begins
Friday
27th March

* 10.30am Family Communion
6.00pm Evensong

		
		

Hinton Parva
Wanborough

Sunday
29th March
Palm Sunday,

* 10.30am

1.30pm School Easter Service 			
		

Hinton Parva

Thursday
2nd April		
Maundy Thursday

7.00pm Fellowship Supper Hinton Hall		

Hinton Parva

Friday
Good Friday

2.00pm Walk with the Cross 			

Bishopstone

2.00pm Baptism 					
8.00pm Easter Vigil 				

Bishopstone
Hinton Parva

3rd April

Saturday
4th April 		
				
Sunday
5th April		
Easter Day
			
				

8.30am
10.30am
4.00pm
6.00pm

Family Communion

Bishopstone

Easter Holy Communion 			
Wanborough
Easter Family Communion + Easter Egg Hunt Bishopstone
Easter Service followed by tea 		
Lyddington
Easter Evensong Hinton Parva

*Refreshments served after the service
Note Lyddington Evensong 4.00pm in the Winter months

The Vicar’s Letter

Dear Friends,
As in 2013 I am writing this just before St Valentine’s Day, which is also
our wedding anniversary – and it’s
freezing cold. But, as in other years,
the spring bulbs are poking their
heads out of the earth and getting
ready to share their colour and beauty
with us in due course.
It has been a real joy in the past two
weeks to see the snowdrops in our
churchyards and car park verges.
I always think they are brave little
flowers, fighting their way through
the cold and often frozen earth to
bring us the assurance that spring is
really on the way.
March is a month when we celebrate
Mothering Sunday (15th), giving us a
chance to say a special thank you to

our own Mums – either personally or
in our prayers. It is often as we get
older that we come to realize we have
so much to thank our own Mums for,
and also those who have been like a
mother to us.
It is also a day when we thank God
for Mother Church. Just as our own
mums love and care for us, teach us
and feed us, forgive us and welcome
us, so does the church. We learn from
God’s word in the Bible, we are fed
by the sacrament of Holy Communion, we receive forgiveness of our
sins, and we are assured of God’s
love for us.
We think, too, of Mary the mother
of Jesus, and her obedience to God’s
will and purpose for her life.
The last Sunday in March is Palm
Sunday, the start of Holy Week. A
week that begins with the crowds

welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem and
ends with his crucifixion. We move
through the somber events of this
week, remembering Mary standing
at the foot of the cross of her son,
and her pain and anguish as he dies.
But without the pain of that day there
would be no Easter to celebrate – no
time of resurrection and promise of
new life in God’s heavenly kingdom.
The darkness of death was overcome.
With love
Sandy

Womens’ World Day of Prayer

Local celebrations are beigh held on
6th March at Holy Family Church,
Marlowe Avenue Swindon at 6.00pm.
All, including gentlemen, are welcome to join in this world wide service, compiled this year by the christian women of the Bahamas, and
you are invited to stay afterwards for
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light refreshments in the convent,
which is next door to the church. For
further details please contact:
Angela Manners 01793 536 193.

Messy Church will begin again on
13th March 4.30 - 5.30pm in Hinton
Hall. Our planned activities start
with an Easter theme. Easter bonnets
will be made and Easter Eggs eaten.
The bonnets will be worn to the Family Service at St. Mary’s, Bishopstone

on Easter day, Sunday, 5th April where
we will have an Easter Bonnet Parade
and a prize for the best entry. This
is open to all adults and children so
let’s commence making those hats.
The Messy on 3rd April will take
place in St Swithun’s Church 4.00pm
where we will be making an Easter Garden for underneath the altar. We would be grateful for small
flowers to decorate this garden.
Looking ahead we are making
plans for a Rogation Walk on Sunday 10th May and a visit to Pennyhook Farm, date as yet undecided
We would love new children and
parents to join us from across the
Benefice and have a very messy time.
Contact Marguerite: 791 242

Family Services at St. Swithun’s

The theme of our service on 22nd Feb-

Lent Lunches

12.30pm Every Wednesdays in March

4th Shirley Crapper
The Mount, Ickneild Way, Hinton Parva
th
11 Monica Dale
Field Rise Ham Road, Wanborough
18th Gail Kosidowski
The Chestnuts, High Street, Wanborough
25th Denise Bicknell
4, Three Sisters’ Road, Wanborough
Everyone is welcome to any of the lunches and we hope that you can attend at
least one of the venues.
The cost is £5.00 per person with all proceeds going to local charities.

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
March
Chris Thomas & Gill May
April
Maggie Gill & Jane Golding
May
Liz Warrick & Jane Manktelow
June
Jenny Isles & Sarah Best
July
Jill Rankin & Hilary Pitts
August
Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett
September
Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
October
Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
November
Fran Shishton & Frances Shone
December
Caroline Brandi & Gill May
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with
somebody else.
More volunteers are much needed to help to look after St Mary’s – the cleaning can be done at any time, it doesn’t take long, and it is very rewarding and
satisfying to help care for such an ancient building. If you are interested in
helping, or know of anyone else who might be, do please contact:
Sarah Bally 791 121 .

3
ruary was Lent, with prayers and
readings by the children.

Family Service Meeting

7.30pm Monday 16th March
The Old Vicarage Hinton Parva

Hope to see you there.

Marguerite

The Annual Parochial Church
Meeting
7.00pm Tuesday 28th April
St Swithun’s Church
Hinton Parva

All welcome

Beware the Bishop is Coming
Bishop Mike will be visiting the Benefice on Sunday 19th April to take the
6.00pm Evensong at St Swithun’s
Hinton Parva

Contacts

Any enquiries:
For St. Swithun’s, Hinton, The
Churchwarden: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,
01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com
For St. Mary’s, Bishopstone, The
Churchwarden: Doug Stevens
Church View, Bishopstone
01793 791 107
doug1966@btinternet.com
The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Secretary: Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,
01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com
The Child Protection Officer:
Jill White
01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone
School Governor:
Gill Rankin
01793 791 061
List of Other PCC Members:
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)
01793 790 103
paulbailey86@btinternet.com
Liz Warrick
01793 790 865
Tom Cripwell
01783 791 148
Hilary Newton
01793 791 086
John Lowry
01793 790 271
john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor
07703 162 523
R2attayloralan@aol.com
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Bishopstone Village Hall - March
All bookings for the village hall will be taken through Bishopstone CE Primary School. If you would like to make
a booking please contact Sue Tremlin on 01793 790 521 or visit the village hall website villagehall.co.nr to send us
an email. You can still contact us outside school hours and leave a message on the answerphone. We will get back
to you quickly. If you ring the number during school holidays there will be a message giving an alternative number
to contact. We look forward to getting your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent village hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings. Cost for hiring the hall for a full day is £55.
Monday
2nd		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Parish Council 7.00 - 9.30pm
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Ballet 3.50 - 6.40pm
TQD 7.00 - 800pm
Tuesday
3rd		
Wednesday 4th 		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
School 3.15 - 4.00pm				
Thursday
5th Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Weight Loss Programme 7.30pm
Friday
6th		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
		
Monday
9th		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Tuesday
10th 		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Ballet 3.50 - 6.40pm 		
TQD 7.00 - 800pm
Wednesday 11th 		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm School 3.15 - 4.00pm Gardening Society 6.30 - 9.00pm
Weight Loss Programme 7.30pm
Thursday
12th Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm
th		
Friday
13
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
		
Monday
16th 		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
th 		
Tuesday
17
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Ballet 3.50 - 6.40pm 		
TQD 7.00 - 800pm
Wednesday 18th 		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm School 3.15 - 4.00pm
Thursday
19th Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Weight Loss Programme 7.30pm
Friday
20th
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Monday
23rd		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
			
WI Skittles 7.00 - 9.30pm
th 		
Tuesday
24
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Ballet 3.50 - 6.40pm 		
TQD 7.00 - 800pm
Wednesday 25th 		
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
School 3.15 - 4.00pm 		
Thursday
26th Mothers & Toddlers 9.00 - 11.00am School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Weight Loss Programme 7.30pm
th		
Friday
27
School 11.45 - 1.00pm
Tuesday
31st						
Ballet 3.50 - 6.40pm
TQD 7.00 - 800pm

Hinton Parva Village Hall - March

PCC		
Card Club
Bridge for Beginners
Bridge
Messy Church

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday

3
4th 			
5th, 12th, 19th& 26th
6th, 13th, 20th & 27th
13th			
rd		

7.00 - 9.30pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
2.00 - 4.00pm
7.00 - 10.00pm
4.00 - 5.30 pm

Catering may be available
Private Parties
Free Parking
Meetings etc welcome
The Booking Secretary is Karin Thompson - 790 970
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Hinton Parva Flower Show

Hinton Parva is gearing up for this
Year’s Show on Saturday 8th August.
Can I ask for the return of all cups
and trophies presented last year as it
is now time to get the engraving of
winners names under way.
Your asssitance in this matter is very
much appreciated.
Any problem or request for someone
to collect, call 791 171
Howard

Antiques Road Show

Hinton Parva Village Hall
Tuesday 21st April at 7.30 pm
An evening with the Silver Expert from the Show - Duncan Campbell
Bring your Silver Antiques for discussion
Wine/Cordial & Canapés
£8 in advance, £10 on the door
Book now on 791 171 to avoid disappointment. Places will be limited
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Painting & Decorating
•
High quality interior & exterior work
•
Commercial & Domestic Premises
•
City & Guilds Qualified
•
Portfolio and References Available
•
Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed
           for 2 years
•
Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth

Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597
www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
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Bishopstone Gardening Society
They save and use their own seeds,
ensuring vigorous growth. Pete
explained it’s all about managing
crops, which are grown in rotation on 30 acres. They also have
their own organic dairy herd and
beehives.
Westmill Farm is home to five
Wind Turbines, the UK’s first
community-owned Solar Panel Farm, a beautiful Woodland
Burial Ground, an Apple Tree
Nursery, and Root and Branch, a
centre for horticultural therapy.
There is a stall at the farm where
vegetables are always available
for purhcase.
See: westmillorganics.co.uk

Pete Richardson of Westmill Farm
You missed a treat if you weren’t at
the village hall to hear Pete Richardson who gave a talk about his thriving organically run farm. Westmill
Organics (near the wind turbines) deliver freshly picked organic produce
directly from their farm at Watchfield
to homes and businesses.
Pete has been growing organic veg
for over 16 years and has won numerous awards and recognitions for
quality, taste and service.
In order to extend the growing season
the farm uses a system called protective cropping where 10 poly tunnels
produce a plethora of healthy plants.

Looking
ahead:
11th March
Gardening
Made
Easy
We welcome back
Alan Christopher to
give us more jovial
hints and tips for the
gardening year ahead.
8th April
Damson & Gin
William Parry, The
Wessex Wild Plum
Co. will talk about his
vineyard.
Liqueurs
and drinks for us to try
and buy, if we feel so
inclined!

Village News March 2015
Don’t forget our Plant Sale on Saturday 16th May.
Meetings
7.30pm Second Wednesday of each
month, unless otherwise stated, at
Bishopstone Village Hall. Tea/coffee/biscuits/raffle. Visitors most
welcome.
Sheila Collins

Bishopstone Allotment Gardens

Subs are now due. Please put in the
usual place with your name on the
envelope, so that I can tick you off
the list.
Many thanks and let’s hope for another wonderful productive year.
Roz 790 508
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Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington
Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
07770 751 275
est. since 1991

HERITAGE
TREE CARE
PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured
•
•
•
•
•

Pruning and Shaping
Felling and Removal
Hedge Cutting
Stump Grinding
Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880
Email:
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk
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Bishopstone Beauty

My husband and I moved
our family to the idyllic village of Bishopstone
in September 2000 as
we felt it offered many
great opportunities for us
to experience rural life.
The advantages far outweighed any disadvantages
of living in this location.
I am a beautician who specialises in HD Brows, Semi-permanent eyelash extensions, manicures,
pedicures and facials using Environ,
also as the mother of three teenage
daughters, beauty has always been
a prominent topic in our household.
From hair, make-up and clothes, using
my profession has had its advantages.
Even my relic of a husband has experienced the benefits – he now looks
half his age!
Our girls found that having me to
tend to almost all their beauty needs
negated travelling further afield to
any major towns for such things. For
most of the residents of Bishopstone
and surrounding villages, this has
meant doing exactly that and struggling with the constant increase in
traffic and parking/expense.
Up until present, my business has been
based in Old Town, Swindon but I felt
that moving it to my home has given
it a more personal and less stressful
experience in beautiful surroundings.
Is your skin tired, dull and lack
lustre?
Do you suffer from acne, eczema,
rosacea or pigmentation?
Are you looking for a healthy, natural
preservative or cure?
I have recently introduced the very
exclusive product Environ into my
salon. It was founded by world renowned Plastic Surgeon Dr Des
Fernandes. I was very interested in
this most natural way of maintaining
a healthy skin not only for myself,
but my daughters who are forever
subjected to advertising media promoting quick fix solutions to ageing
skin; botox and fillers to name a few.
This miracle cream introduces Vitamin A and C into skincare formu-

lations,
along
with
powerful
antioxidants and
flavonoids.
It
helps restore the
skin cells, resulting in a more
youthful complexion. The skin
responds so well
with it and appears smoother
and more radiant. Environ products contain ingredients to promote
collagen and elastin formation.
These skin care ranges are suitable
for men, women and children and
help with numerous skin conditions
such as acne, eczema, rosacea, and
scarring with extremely positive
results.
Environ is acclaimed by international
beauty editors, skincare therapists
and dermatologists and the efficacy
of its products make it one of the cult
favourites among those in the know.
For further information on any treatments or products offered, contact:
Filomena Pugh 07748 905 292 or
www.idoleyesbeauty.co.uk

Wanborough Show Society

The Show would not happen without
our team of dedicated helpers, thanks
to you all! We have a couple of important Ad Hoc Job Vacancies.
1. Tug-O-War Champion and
Whipper-in.
Job Description: Prior to the Show.
Frequent visits to local Pubs and contacting local organisations. Marshall
Teams on the day, organise the draw
and if you have a dry garage even
look after the rope. Suit somebody
(or a small team) with a big boot (car,
for the rope) etc.
2.
Bus conductors:
Meet and greet Show revellers on one
of our luxury Park and Ride coaches.
Job Description: Assistance with
boarding and steps, sell Gate tickets,
engender general bonhomie.
Between about 12.00-15.00pm. Suit
persons with an outgoing personality
and a certain level of fitness.
Minimalist Perks include: No pay, a
packed lunch, free entry to the Show,
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satisfaction for a Job Well Done. No
requirement to come to boring committee meetings (unless you want to).
Helpers Bash 19th September.

Info@wanboroughshow.org

Sometimes things have to be said

Our very own Jim Ball has repaired
the wicket fence outside the Village Hall. There it was, swinging in
the wind and in danger of falling flat
when along comes Jim.
A new wooden post appears, holes
dug and nails hammered and hey
presto, the fence is as good as new.
I said to Jim that the fence must be
over twenty years of age. He agreed
and do you know why? Jim built it in
the first place !
There must be a list as long as your
arm of the thankless carpentry jobs,
large and small that Jim has completed with skill and dedication around the
Village Hall.
We salute you and say Thank You very much.

Bishopstone 100 club
February Winners

1st
3 Joanna Jenkins
2nd 11 Mogs Boon
43 Stuart McGuigan
3rd
The annual reminder, that some
of you did not heed in 2014, subs
please. £10 per number per year,
it may be a footling amount, but it
helps keep our great village hall going. You know who you are! I’ll get
you at the village fete on 13th June.
Jo (scary) Selbourne. X
You can also check if you have won
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

Mobile Library

Wednesday 11th & 25th March
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am
Hinton Church 11.00am
West Hinton Farm 11.20am
The Mobile Library will next be
in the villages on the above dates.
Wide range of books available, including large print and children’s.
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is outside Bishopstone Village Hall a
coffee morning is held in the Hall.
Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd
SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING
SYSTEMS
Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates
Gas Safety Records
Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com
Trading since 1972
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The Royal Oak Diary

After all my rudeness about UKIP recently, you’ll
be surprised
to hear my
ire is now directed at The
Liberal Democrats—of all the serious
candidates for Swindon South, they’re
the only ones not able to respond to
my invite to The Royal Oak pre-election hustings on 17th April. Anybody
know a serious liberal out there who
knows what’s going on? Can they not
find a candidate? Anyway, John Short
is the UKIP man lined up, alongside
the Tories, Labour and Greens. We are
erecting the marquee in case it gets
out of hand, from 6.00 - 9.00pm. Free
hot dogs and irritable chairman are
the other major attractions.
Before that it’s horse racing at the pub.
World class trainer Charlie Mann,
over the hill in Lambourn, speaks at
the pub on Monday 2nd March, about
The Cheltenham Festival. Horses, to
me, are a damn nuisance when you
find them lurking round corners, but
they bring pleasure, and misery, and
wealth to millions of others, including
some of our customers. Charlie has
agreed to speak for half an hour after
supper and take questions. Bishopstone leading horse light Tom Green is
in the process of being asked whether
he will also take a prominent role during the evening. I suspect we’ll put on
a non-horsemeat supper for 40 people, price it sensibly at about £25, and
use the proceeds to fuel my private
jet, of course. Or fix one of my classic
Renaults! You ought to book, I think.
Probably starting at 7.30 ish.
True Heart: my application to develop
a multi storey car park has been rejected; Arkells are now in the process of approaching the parish council
for their views, and then the borough
council. It looks like we’ll have 8-10
super env friendly cabins around the
spruced up car park, and in some of
the yard at the back of the other pub.
Jobs, I reckon.
Bishopstone house to let, holiday
short lets only: the pub has taken

on the tenancy of the farm cottage
in Cues Lane, by the entrance to the
pub car park. It’s intended to add to
our B’n’B offering, but we’re open
to offers for people who need it for
a week or so. Minimum stay is two
nights at weekends. 2 double bedrooms, one single, decent bathroom,
nice kitchen and dining room. Wifi,
tv, books. Comfortable and warm.
Got some relatives coming to see you
but don’t want to share the breakfast
table every day? Park them with us!
Contact the pub.
Easter Egg Hunt: Sunday 5th April
(Easter Sunday, four weeks to go…),
150 organic eggs to find in the Eastbrook Valley. Tractor and trailer from
the farm office, Cues lane SN6 8PL,
be there by 10.15am please and we’ll
exhaust you over the next hour or
so. £10 per car—half to the tractor
driver, half to our favourite charity.
MUST book.
The school is losing the lollipop lady
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Mrs Rousell in the next few weeks,
since she has opted for retirement.
She has singlehandedly stopped
about 79,000 cars and lorries over
the past millennium just by standing
in the road! We will miss her cheerful countenance. She is available for
cleaning jobs around the village—I
should know, I’m her agent, she tells
me. She also speaks very highly of
her local pub, The Royal Oak, and
has been inside about three times in
the past 8 years. We look forward to
more, longer visits.
Pig Racing is 31st May; The Ashes
cricket supper, with Pat Murphy of
Radio 5 Live and Jim Maxwell of
Radio Oz (or whatever it’s called) is
wb 22nd June; The Helen Browning/
Royal Oak Ridgeway Revenge half
marathon and 10k is 20th June; Drive
it Day is 26 th April, and World Book
Night is 23rd April.
Got to fly. Taking some pork to Denmark.
TF

Made inBishopstone

Bishopstone Village Hall
Sunday 31st May 10.00am – 5.00pm

An exciting exhibition and sale of quality artisan goods and art.
Take a break from ‘pig racing’ and………treat yourself to artisan breads,
breads, cheeses, organic meat, cakes and sweets……admire and buy
pottery, glasswork, paintings, woodwork, photography, textiles, jewellery and sculpture……and enjoy a delicious cream tea.

Food that tastes like it should
Guild of Fine Food Gold Winner

o
o
o
o
o
o

Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
Matured chalk downland lamb
Free range Tamworth pork
Free range chicken
Home dry cured bacon & gammon

Tel: 01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned
John Pearce Dip FD MBIE
92 Ermin Steet
Stratton St.Margaret
Swindon
Wiltshire SN3 4NN
01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk
			

24 hour service

TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire. SN4 0DP
Tel: 01793 791 148 Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com
Extensions		
Landscaping		
Roofing			
Kitchens		

Plastering		
Tiling			
Carpentry		
Bathrooms

Plumbing
Terracing
Flooring
Decorating
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Episode 9 Kiln Trouble!

The Bishopstone clay, dug from the building site where ‘Tommy’s Barn’ used to stand in Church Lane, is steadily
turning into slurry in the bucket. So, hopefully, by next month we will be able to report more information on how
our first ever Bishopstone clay pots are progressing. You will be sorry to hear that I have not included an exciting
photo of our slurry but there is plenty to be seen in the ever-decreasing verges of Church Lane!!
We were heartened to hear from a fellow potter from Abingdon, who, surprisingly, had read our last article in the
Parish Magazine. He successfully dug some clay from a site in Hinton Parva and produced some beautiful terracotta
coloured salt pigs. His clay started out as a grey colour before firing so we are hoping that ours will also produce a
great brick-red colour after firing. I hope he will not mind me saying but he produces lovely functional stoneware
pieces and I am going to plug his website to you. www.shieldstudiopottery.com .
We have been a bit hampered this month because of problems with our electric kiln. We use this kiln mostly for
the bisque firing of our pots to about 1000degrees. The bisque (or biscuit) firing changes the chemical and physical
structure of the clay permanently so that it becomes very hard but stays porous. So without this first firing we are
unable to get on and decorate or glaze our pots.
When we checked a firing the other day, instead of finding a warm kiln slowly chuntering up to a high temperature, it was flashing an ominous red F5. The F obviously stands for FAILURE!! We did manage to reboot it and finish the firing but it is likely that one or more of the heating elements is beginning to fail. They
do wear out with time and use. The problem is that there are not so many people repairing kilns these days
and we will have to wait for someone from either Devon or South Wales to come and sort us out – unless
anyone out there knows of someone closer?
We use a different, outside kiln to do the final firing for the raku pots. We built
this kiln ourselves. We made a weld mesh frame and lined it with ceramic wool
and silver foil. It stands on a firebrick base and is heated by gas burner. It is
known as a top-hat kiln as top is hoisted off with a winch when temperatures
reach over 900degrees. Phew, that feels hot!
Breaking news
Our website is finally up and running, although we are still glitching and having
more to add. Please check it out on www.bishopstonepottery.co.uk.
Sue Walton and Adrian Dent

And Finally..........

I am writing this at the
beginning of Lent and rejoicing, not at the prospect
of giving up the booze for
six weeks, but no more flower arranging until Easter. No, I love doing the church flowers, a happy time
with the girls or a peaceful hour alone
and the tremendous feeling of a job
well done. But it has been so cold.
The other week I took a while to realise that the reason I couldn’t get the
flowers to stick in was because the
oasis was frozen and when my feet
are cold I lose the will to live. OK,
I could have put the heating on, but it
didn’t seem worth it for a short time.
A little mystery: Has anybody had
their recycling boxes stolen, the ones
containing paper? Apparently at
least two people in Bishopstone have

and Jim Ball asked me to mention it
in the newsletter because, according to the police it may be attempted
identity fraud which sounds scary.
You wouldn’t put anything with bank
details or anything important in the
rubbish would you?

Advertising

mogs X

The advertising part of the newsletter, which of course, helps to
fund the enterprise, is organised
by Angie Alcock. For business advertising rates please contact her:
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or
telephone 07976 645 229.
We must warn you that adverts received without payment will not be included. For people with small, one-off
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village

website email: Andy Greenhalgh,
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon
Boon,
wizeoldboon@hotmail.com
The copy deadline is the 15th of the
month but please send large items
as early as possible. Don’t forget
copy must include name and contact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free
of charge to all households in
the two villages; donations towards the cost of production will
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com subject newsletter (in case my computer rather rudely thinks you are junk
mail) or deliver to:
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at:
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

