
 

  November 2015for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva
Harvest Happens, Bishopstone & Hinton
St Swithun's Harvest Festival...
....on Sunday 27th September, it was 
very well attended by all ages from 2 
to 95. 
Thanks go to Hazel and Peter 
Cooke for prayers and an inter-
esting talk on this year's bumper 
harvest, Angus for his story of 
the Sower, Harry for his prayers, 
Lucy and Jamie for taking collec-
tion Richard for his playing and 
Rev Bill as master of ceremonies.
Also to all Messy Church members, 
thank you for your pictures and tree 
of hands.
Toby very kindly brought  bowls of 
wheat and other grains grown on the 
Ford farm, which he showed to the 
children and told the names of the 
different varieties.
Special thanks to Mogs and her team 
and the gardeners of the village as the 
flowers looked truly magnificent.
Toby will be taking all produce col-
lected to The Salvation Army in 
Gorse Hill.

Harvest Lunch at 
Hinton Parva Village Hall 
It was one of those lovely sunny 
and calm days that September is 
rightly famed.  The Hall was look-
ing particularly splendid with dec-
orated tables and Autumn flowers.  
Sunday Lunch in the Hall awaited 
those from the Harvest Church 

Service. What a great idea. 
The Hall filled with excited din-
ers and the Vicar led with Grace.  
Drink bottles poured as the Braised 
Beef arrived from pretty waitress-
es.  The hum of chatter subsided 
as diners consumed and enjoyed 
the Harvest fare.  Cameras whirred 
to record the happy occasion. 
Hinton Parva is well known for 
fabulous puddings and this was no 

Last, but not least thank you to 
Howard and the village hall commit-
tee for a splendid harvest lunch it was 
truly happy occasion.

Marguerite

Continue on page 3
Picture bottom left:  Howard taken 
by surprise during the raffle.

St. Mary's Harves Festival...........
.......was held on a pleasant and sun-
ny Sunday 4th October.  Thanks you, 
Richard Green for his very interest-
ing talk, a farmer's perspective on the 
Parable of the Sower, (which can be 
read on page 6), and Jane McCutchan 
for organising the service.
Both churches were beautifully deco-

rated by our tal-
ented teams of 
flowers arrangers, 
but we always need 
more help, so if you 
want to join in the 
fun and meet more 
people contact:
Chris Thomas

790 106 
Mogs Boon

790 626
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 

        Sunday               1st November       8.30am  Holy Communion 				    Lyddington 
           All Saints' Day 		             10.30am   Family Communion 				    Bishopstone 
					     4.00om   All Souls' Service 				    Wanborough 	
					     6.00pm   Evensong 					     Hinton Parva
        Sunday              8th November       8.30am   Holy Communion                 			   Bishopstone
           3rd Sunday before Advent            10.00am   Remembrance Service                  		  Lyddington               
          			                             4.00pm   Evensong                                  			  Lyddington         
        Sunday             15th November       8.30am   Holy Communion				    Wanborough
           2nd Sunday before Advent        * 10.30am   Family Communion                  			  Wanborough
                      	                    	              6.00pm   Evensong 		   			   Hinton Parva 
        Sunday            22nd  November * 10.30am   Family Communion                  			  Hinton Parva
           Christ the King 		               6.00pm   Evensong					     Wanborough
        Sunday 	        29th November       6.00pm   Benefice Evensong 				    Wanborough 
            1st Sunday of Advent    
        Sunday 	          6th December       8.30am    Holy Communion 				    Lyddington 
           2nd Sunday of Advent                  10.30am   Family Communion 				    Bishopstone 
 				                 6.00pm   Evensong 					     Hinton Parva

*Refreshments served after the service

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends and Neighbours,
Harvest has been, Clocks have 
changed and now we are in a sea-
son for remembrance; All Souls, All 
Saints, wars and sacrifice will be 
some of the themes reflected upon 
during this month. All of these events 
point to the seasons of life and pro-
vide the opportunity to ponder on the 
past, to learn from it and very impor-
tantly to give thanks for those who 
have contributed to this world of ours. 
Symbols have been a regular part of 
human life for good and for ill and 
the humble poppy has been a feature 
of some debate in recent years. 
While away recently I found the fol-
lowing which seemed helpful. Given 
that so many mums and daughters 
are on active service with our armed 
forces it is a little dated and despite 
this one observation it does make a 
point never the less.
I am not a badge of honour,
I am not a racist smear,
I am not a fashion statement,
To be worn but once a year,
I am not glorification

Of conflict or of war.
I am not a paper ornament
A token,
I am more.
I am a loving memory,
Of a father or a son,
A permanent reminder
Of each and every one.
I'm paper or enamel
I'm old or shining new,
I'm a way of saying thank you,
To every one of you.
I am a simple poppy
A Reminder to you all,
That courage faith and honour,
Will stand where heroes fall.		
	 Paul Hunter 
In services throughout the land prayers 
will be said for those in our past. In an 
effort to honour their memory and to 
continue if not care for the legacy that 
they have bestowed on us, prayers for 
our future will also be said. The hope 
and indeed the promise of the Gospel 
is that we will meet again free from life 
difficulties. As the old prayer goes... 
Support us, O Lord, all the day long 
of this troublous life, until the shad-
ows lengthen and the evening comes, 
the busy world is hushed, the fever 

of life is over and our work is done. 
Then, Lord, in Your mercy grant us a 
safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace 
at the last; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
If you have anything that you would 
like our village prayer group to pray 
for please 

telephone 790 088 or 
email villageprayers@gmail.com

With best wishes and prayers

Bill

Messy Church recommenced on Fri-
day 18th September in Hinton Hall. It 
was very well attended and the chil-
dren set to work drawing around their 
hands, these were then cut out and a 
message written on each-relating to 
harvest. They were then stuck onto a 
tree of life beautifully drawn by Kate, 



Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

	 November        	 Fran Shishton & Frances Shone
	 December        	 Caroline Brandi & Jill White 
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.

Sarah Bally 791 121 

From the Benefice Register
 

	 Funeral  
	    St. Mary’s Bishopstone  
 		  25th September		   Joan Morris		  aged 81   
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Contacts
Any enquiries: 
The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

OR
The Churchwarden: 
Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Secretary:  Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061
List of Other PCC Members:
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)

01793 790 103       
paulbailey86@btinternet.com

Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 07703 162 523

R2attayloralan@aol.com
Doug Stevens              01793 791 107

doug1966@btinternet.com

to be displayed in Hinton Church.  
On the other table templates of 
Hedgehogs had been produced by Pa-
tricia and Autumn leaves were stuck 
onto their bodies which proved very 
entertaining.  A good time was had 
by both parents and children. Re-
freshments were consumed through-
out,  particular favourites being 
chocolate biscuits.
There will be no Messy Church Meet-
ings either in November, Therefore, 
the next will be held in St. Swith-
un's Church on Friday 4th December 
4.30 - 5.30pm.   It will be a rehearsal 
for the Donkey Service. 

St. Swithun's 
Family Service Meeting

7.30pm Monday 9th Novenber 
The Old Vicarage 

Hinton Parva 

The Donkey Service 
6.00pm

Wednesday 16th December 
If anyone would let to get involved 
in helping to organise our service 
or children would like to be angels 
shepherds or wise men please come 
along to our next Family Service 
meeting on 9th November.
We are hoping that Tilly and Tinker-
bell the Donkey's  will be joining us 

Marguerite

exception.  There was astonish-
ment at the variety of sweets and as 
it was self service, the dishes were 
exactly as was required.  Some in-
cluding myself were welcomed 
to return for more. 
Tea and coffee were offered and the 
afternoon wrapped up with a gener-
ously supported Raffle.  May I take 
this opportunity to thank all those 
who gave their time, skills and love 
to make this Lunch so enjoyable. 

Howard
There simply isn't enough room for 
pictures to do jus-
tice to the flow-
ers so I will send 
more photographs 
to be posted on 
the village website

mogs

Continued from front page



Hinton Village Hall
Coming Events

Saturday 31st October 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm

The hall is cleaned         Mondays 			            8.30-10.30am
Taekwondo		  Tuesdays 	 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th     7.00 - 8.00pm
BADS			   Tuesdays	 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th     8.00 - 10.00pm
Mobile Library		  Wednesdays      4th & 18th	          10.00 - 10.55am
Mothers & Toddlers	 Thursdays 	 5th, 12th, & 19th           9.00 -11.00am
School			   Thursdays 	 5th, 12th, & 19th                   3.15 - 4.15pm 
BADS			   Thursdays          5th & 19th	        7.00 - 10.00pm
Gardening		  Wednesday      11th                               6.30 - 9.30pm
WI			   Thursday         12th		                  7.30 - 9.00pm
Craft Fair		  Thursday         26th 			             All Day 
Village Hall AGM 	 Monday           30th      		           5.30 - 7.30pm 
Daily- School Dinners	 Subject to bookings		           11.45-1.00pm

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishop-
stone CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue 
Tremlin or leave a message on the answerphone.  During school holidays 
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look 
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a 
full day is £55.
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Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

The Booking Secretary is Karin Thompson - 790 970
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Parish Council	         Monday     2nd			       7.00 - 10.00pm
Beginners Bridge     Thursday   5th, 12th, 19th & 26th	        2.00 - 4.00pm
Bridge         	         Friday       6th, 9th, 13th, 20th & 27th  7.00 - 10.00pm 
Village Hall 
Committee Meeting  Monday     9th

WI		          Friday      13th      			      2.00 - 5.00pm
Private Booking         Saturday 14th			          2.00 - 6.00pm
Card Making Event    Sunday    21st			        10.00 - 1.00pm

Hinton Parva Village Hall  - November

The Village Hall , Bishopstone - November

 The autumn session of 
Beginners' Bridge

have now commenced
Hinton Village Hall

Thursday afternoons
2.00 -4.00pm

For more information contact 
Conta  790 507

Annual Supper & Party
 

Saturday 9th January 2016
Bring your own drinks. 

£10 per adult

  For more information on these village hall events contact:
						                Howard 791 171

For your diary

The Village Hall , Bishopstone  Skittles Evening
Saturday 27th February

Treasurer required
The committee of The Village Hall, 
Bishopstone is looking for someone 
to take on the role of Treasurer.  
The work involved is straight-
forward and needs only a minimal 
amount of time.
If you would like to help us to look 
after the interests of the Village 
Hall please call: 
Carol Sarchet, 

Committee Secretary 791 453

The Village Hall 
Bishopstone 

Annual General Meeting 

6.00pm 
Monday, 30th November

 

  in the Village Hall 
                           All welcome
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service

Advertising Space
If you would like to place an 
advert in the newsletter please 
contact:

angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk
or mogsboon@hotmail.com

01793 790 626



Boding Society Report 
Observations continue of the recent 
unusual manifestation to the east 
of Bishopstone. It is clearly visible 

adjacent to the road known as Ickn-
ield way.  The observations (made 
at noon), have revealed a remark-
able near perfect alignment with the 
sun at both the vernal and autumnal 
equinox. 
Also from the societies recent minutes; 
a commendation to our Editor.. for in-
novative subliminal experiments in 
Time Travel  demonstrating an evident 
grasp of the fundamentals of Quantum 
Physics.

Bob

6									                           Village News November 2015

Dickie's Diary - From Seed Time to 
Harvest
To get a good harvest we must prepare 
well, and plant well. We sing the har-
vest hymn, We plough the fields and 
scatter the good seed on the ground 
I have tried scattering but planting 
by corn drill is more reliable, and 
we have to thank Jethro Tull (1674-

As if the photograph in last month's 
edition was not enough proof, Eagle-
Eyed of Bishopstone has furnished 
us with picture, taken at Faringdon 
Folly, obviously another prime venue 
for giraffe spot-
ting.  It brought 
to mind that after 
a walk round Hin-
ton with my small 
grand-daughter a 
few years ago she 
recounted to her 
father the animals 
we had seen: rab-
bits; squirrels and 
a deer, then she 
add, of course, there was that small 
giraffe.....sadly, I was looking in the 
wrong direction.
Jo Selbourne also recalls that over the 
years both a  wallaby and a big cat 
have been sighted on the Ridgeway

Ed

Dear Ed.,
Re October’s newsletter: Since the 
intriguing photo of rare wildlife (for 
this neck of the woods) seen lofting 
around Prebendal Farmland, I have 
tried to be more vigilant on my walks. 
I did spy a beautiful Tawny owl sun-
bathing in an old gnarled tree near 
the allotments (see above) but so 
far, disappointedly, have not come 

across the elusive giraffe. 
However, I remain con-
vinced that there is some 
truth in this rumour…. 
(see picture left). 
I wonder what other 
amateur zoologists and 
bird-twitching villag-
ers have come across on 
their local meanderings?
Yours,
Eagle-eyed of Bishopstone

Giraffes Reports 1741) for it’s invention - he came 
from Prosperous farm, Hungerford. 
In the parable of the sower, the sower 
is the gospel preacher and the seed is 
the word. You will remember that the 
seed that fell on the path and on rocky 
ground and amongst tares like faith 
that is snatched up like birds, or can-
not thrive because of a shallow appre-
ciation diverted by envy, jealousy or 
temptation. Then we have the seed and 
in the allegory the Word that falls on 
the good soil. The parable says it can 
multiply by some thirty times, some 
sixty times, even some one hundred 
and twenty times. In the narrow ag-
ricultural context, this is modern stuff 
for a message written 2000 years ago. 
When I started farming a multiple of 
thirty times from the seed planted was 
not uncommon. Today after a record 
harvest we have achieved a multiple 
of over a hundred. How very interest-
ing that the parable seems so relevant!
The bible also tells of Egypt’s seven 
fat years followed by seven lean years 
and despite all modern aids, our har-
vest is still variable and weather de-
pendent. Today the variability for 
farmers is a combination of yield, 
cost and price and I think most of 
us would argue that we now seem to 
get more bad outcomes than good. If 
your salary/wages had not risen since 
1980 you would be screaming blue 
murder yet I have to tell you the price 
of wheat today is £100/tonne just 
the same as we achieved for the first 
time in 1980, thirty five years ago.
So few of us really bothered about 
harvest, perhaps it would find a great-
er relevance if the concept was wid-
ened to be more inclusive of other cel-
ebrations, such as the success of some 
great charitable work, the culmination 
of great acts of endeavour, the suc-
cess of a play or outstanding concert 
and in the historical context, what 
better example of unselfishness than 
Jesus’s death on the cross that we all 
might have the chance of eternal life.
I concluded, remembering to al-
ways think of those who are really 
in trouble, the hungry, the homeless, 
the refugees far from home.

Richard Green
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TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions		     Plastering		      Plumbing
Landscaping		        Tiling			       Terracing
Roofing	 	 	    Carpentry	 	       Flooring
Kitchens		              Bathrooms	           Decorating

Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours

Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior

                

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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On a pleasant Saturday we found ourselves in Herefordshire at the Picton Old Court Nurseries, glad that we had 
bought our coats, it was five degrees colder than home. 

The nursery is home of the plant heritage NCCPG National collection of 
autumn flowering Asters. Over 400 varieties of Michaelmas Daisies and 
our group of gardeners didn’t know where to look first! (Some of us may 
have purchased a 
few specimens; best 
look out for them at 
next year’s Show.)  
Re-energized at The 
Kettle Sings tea-
rooms, we drove 
the short distance to 

Perrycroft Gardens with its lovely panoramic views across rolling 
countryside in the Malvern Hills. Owner, Gillian Archer and her 
friendly black Labrador dog, Oscar, met us at the gate and took 
us round. The weather was perfect to view the gardens in their 
dazzling autumnal beauty (although the 10 acres of meadows, 
ponds and woodland are stunning at any time of year). 
These Gardens are open to the public as part of the National Garden 
Scheme.
Special thanks to Sarah Bally for organising the trip

Sheila
Pictures by Sheila Collins, clockwise from the top from Perry-
croft: Not sure what's caught our eye; the Wow factor; view of the 
hillfort and Michaelmas daisies at Picton.

The Garden Club present a fun evening of thought-provoking questions at their annual

Quiz Night & Chile Con Carne Supper
7.00pm for 7.15pm Wednesday 11th November

Bishopstone Village Hall

Bishopstone Gardening Society's...

.....Visit to the Malverns in October 

Teams of 6 please, plenty of time to think up a trendy name for your team!  Or just come along and we can put you 
in a group with some other nice people who have perfect recall of dates and events.
£8.00 per person. Please make cheques out to B&D Garden Club.  Please bring your preferred drinks (and let us 
know if you’d prefer a vegetarian meal option).
To pre-book, phone Sheila 790 358, Cheryl 791 849 or Doreen 792 965. 
 vThe gardening club will then hibernate until we resume on Wednesday 10th February 2016. Watch out for details in 
January’s edition of the Parish Newsletter. If you’d like to join us or want more info, please contact; 

gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk  
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Call for a chat maybe book 
in a free wellness profiling

Lose Weight?

Peter 790 785 mob: 07832 193 362  

before Christmas?	
Gain energy?  



Duck Hunting
Many of you 
may have no-
ticed the inva-
sion of ducks 
that landed in 
the village during September and Oc-
tober, and even walked round to try 
and guess which countries were be-
ing represented.Your participation is 
much appreciated as all the money 
raised goes to help improve the fa-
cilities we can offer at Bishopstone 
School. This year we have raised ap-
prox. £200, which is going towards 
an awning for the playground, so 
thank you very much.
Also a huge thank you to those chil-
dren and adults who decorated our 
ducks and tried to make them as col-
ourful (and tricky) as possible, and to 
the Royal Oak and Wanborough Post 
Office for selling the trail sheets.

Our winners were:- 
Name the ducks  -  Elliot
Childrens trail – Stephanie
Best duck went to Ruby for Tieland.

Tina (FOBS)
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School Report - 
Hello everyone

As the leaves 
change col-
our (with much 
cooing and ah-
hhing from the 
children when 
over on the allot-
ment each week) 
we celebrate in 
school and also 
in Church.  Our 
Harvest festival 
was full of sing-
ing, poems and 

a short play, all of which was a delight 
to share with Alfresco Nursery, parents 
and the local community.  
The trip to Warwick castle was a big suc-
cess, with the children learning about at-
tacking and defending the castle (with gus-
to!) as well as a Lammergeier bird flying 
just a 1m over their heads.  We have also 
been on a trip to Regent Circus cinema, 

where we helped them with a fire drill and then watched a film with a mountain 
of popcorn.  The film fed back into a wealth 
of work around friendships once back in school.  
We are excited to be collecting apples again 
for our Bishopstone apple juice, when it 
goes on sale we will let you know, last year 
we sold out within days.  This year the chil-
dren will also be having the opportunity to 
press the apples in the school playground 
and follow how the process works from 
tree to bottle.   
In reading we have been introducing the many 
different ways that children can access words.  
We are on the lookout for unwanted comics, 
suitable for primary school children.  If you 
have any that you no longer need, we would 
be very grateful if you could pass them our 
way.
We were very proud of Catie who worked hard baking cakes and raising over 
£150 for Macmillan Cancer Support.  (see page 12)
In school we have also covered many topics from pizza making, creat-
ing a ball run, learning about the Great Fire of London through to French 
cricket, the Starry Night painting, the Queen’s Reign, refugee discussion 
and trip recounts!
We have a newly elected School Council who will be starting work on a va-
riety of issues, including how best to raise money and support those children 
who are currently struggling in other countries.
For a wealth of pictures please go to the school gallery online: http://bishop-
stone.schooljotter2.com/gallery and click on the drop down tab

Emma Lindsay

Help Needed for the Annual
Tidying of Hinton Coomb
Sunday 8thNovember 
Sunday 13th  December
Sunday 10th  January
Sunday 14th February 
With a possible extra date on Sunday 
13th  March if we should need it. 
The more people we can get to come 
along the better as we have a lot to 
do this year. We will be cutting all 
of the small scrub, below about 5ft 
in height, from the eastern side of 
the coombe so the work won’t be 
too physically demanding other than 
bending and working on the steep 
slopes.
Meeting at the village hall car park to 

start at 
10.00am (prompt) - 12.30pm 

with hot drink and biscuits provided.  
contact: 

01672 539 167 or 07792 034 532
Lorretta.Waters@nationaltrust.org.uk
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PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk



Bishopstone with Hinton Parva WI
7.30pm Thursday 12th November

Hinton Village Hall
The Queen’s Bodyguard of The Yeoman of 
The Guard – Shaun McCormack who is a 
serving member of the Queen’s Bodyguard 
will be at this evenings meeting, giving an 
illustrated overview of his military life.
Do come along and join us  and have a chat 
over a cup of tea.  Guests are always welcome. 
Our December meeting is our annual Christ-
mas party and the committee are now planning 
additional events for 2016.

For more information please contact 
Hazel Cooke 01793 790 621 

					                       
Is on on Thursday 26thNovember 

6.00 pm - 8.30 pm. 
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Mobile Library
Wednesday 4th & 18th November

Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am
Hinton Church  11.00am

West Hinton Farm  11.20am
The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   

Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a 
coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Bishopstone 100 club
October Winners

            1st      53 David Whittaker
            2nd   71 Ray Darling            
            3rd   95 Doreen Cooper
Subs due as always. Some folks are 
two years adrift!
You can also check if you have won 
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org
The money raised is for Bishopstone 
Village Hall.

Jo. X

As well as the usual favourites there will be some new 
and different stalls ranging from original crafts to 
home/locally made produce.

A great opportunity for Christmas Shopping and there 
could be a special visitor!

For more information call: 
Chris Thomas 01793 790 106. 

Or email littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk

Well Done Catie
Catie, aged 8, from Bishopstone School raised £153.91 
by serving afternoon tea for Macmillan in The Village 
Hall in September.  She baked the majority of the cakes 
herself, Karen English donated a delicious home-made 
carrot cake and her friends Eleni and Tilly-Jane helped 
with serving.
There was a good turn-out from both school and the village.
She is hoping to do another next year.

 
Christmas Craft Fayre

2.00 - 5.00 pmSaturday 28th November                         
Wanborough Village Hall 

An opportunity to browse and purchase a diverse selec-
tion of unique hand made gifts for Christmas from local 
Crafters. For the Children , a Christmas Grotto filled with 
fun & games   	 Admission: Free
For more information and to reserve a table (£10), 
please contact Colin Hayes –

01793 790 037 colin .uk.hayes@gmail .com



CBC LTD COACHING
Life and business coaching

“Coaching is unlocking the potential 
within a person to allow them to solve the 
issues holding them back”

I run completely confidential, personal 
sessions within a six week programme.
Initial 30 minute consultation free for all 
newsletter readers!

Take the step to have the life you want to 
lead today!
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Caroline Brandi RGN CTP ACE 
07525 843 520



As the semi-
resident Ital-
ians start to 
make their trial 
organic moz-

zarella batches in the old butchery 
at Eastbrook, in Mount Pleasant (the 
Swindon EHO has given them her full 
backing); and with Jane MacCutch-
an’s Curtis House in Cues Lane now 
up for sale (next door to the pub, for 
those of you who do not want ever to 
cook again), and the bottleman prefer-
ring to drop his carrier bags in one of 
our fields near the Bourton turning, 
rather than risking the new bear trap 
in the Oak car park; and Swindon Bor-
ough Council finding minor objection 
after objection with plans to change 
the use of the True Heart and turn it 
into something boootiful (we’ve tak-
en away five lorries full of waste and 
debris and disgust), it must definitely 
be that changing time of year.
And on top of all that the ever-en-
thusiastic Richard Padgett and his 
family have been chasing the villag-
ers to make more use of their apples, 
and is producing lovely juices on site 
in the village as I write this—we’ve 
just collected 1000 apples from the 
Eastbrook garden, and some Chi-
nese pears, for juicing and selling 
in’t pub in a few weeks’ time. Which 
reminds me, we’re approaching our 
9th anniversary I took charge of this 
place, so I think we might charge 
everything at £9 on 21stNovember. 
That’s £9 a pint, £9 for a coke, sort 
of thing. Always giving, that’s me.
Before that, 5th November: Bonfire 
Night, it’s a Thursday this year and 
we’d love your legal and sensible 
contributions to our bonfire. We’re 
stacking small stuff in The True Heart 
car park (’a bombsite’ according to 
one review on Trip Advisor), so if 
you have things in the next few days, 
that’s where to put it. If it’s a day or 
two before, the corner of the main 
car park, close to the True Heart cut 
thro, would be perfect. Fire always 
starts at 6 ish; food in the garden all 

being well; drinks from 5.00pm; the 
main excitement tends to be over by 
8.00/9.00pm, unless someone does 
something stupid. We as usual ask peo-
ple to be responsible—keep an eye on 
everyone you bring, and let us know 
if you see any potential trouble spots.
For those of you who see this before 
the end of October, we’re as enthusi-
astic as ever about the Rugby World 
Cup. Without England (for people like 
me) it opens up the chance to support 
Scotland, Wales, Ireland and France, 
in that order. Although looking at the 
quarter finals, not many of them are 
likely to progress any further. The 
telly will be on, however, to the end.
Our Christmas menus are available 
in the pub, although our daily chang-
ing menu seems like the best seasonal 
offer at this time of year; and we’re 
open all the way thro Christmas apart 
from Christmas Day (lunch drinks 
only) and the evenings on Boxing 
Day and New Year’s Day. New Year’s 
Eve—open as normal, closing as 
normal. No live music, no disco, no 
special menus, just warm, well fed 
and a reasonable amount of cheer 
from the landlord, for a change
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon
	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  

Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

TF

The Royal Oak Diary

Your very own Amateur 
Dramatic Society present:

Touch and Go 
Acomedy written by 

Derek Benfield
Directed by Clive Hill

13th - 16th January 2016
Help needed with scen-
ery fettling and front 
of house – more details 
in Decembers edition
Watch this space for box 
office details 
Contact:

790 661
russell_hatch@ebamooba.co.uk 

House For Sale by Owner

Curtis House, next to The Royal Oak, has been my home for 
the past 18 years but I am moving on. 5 bedrooms, including 
detached garden flat, beautiful views! The house will be 'listed' 
in the New Year c. £525, 000, but I welcome enquiries from 
local residents to negotiate a private sale.  

01793 791 286  or email janemccutchan@btinternet.com
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(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972



16										                Village News November 2015

Hands up anyone who 
can name the film 
scene being re-enact-
ed at the top of page 
8?  Did I hear somebody at the back 
shout The Full Monty?  Correct sir, 
you have won the spong prize of 
a pair of revolving cardboard socks.
Once again I am going to put in a 
plug for the village website - ad-
dress at the bottom of the page - do 
look, you should be able to see not 
only the photographs of our two 
churches' harvest decorations but 
also the Garden Society trip to the 
Malvern's, in glorious technicolour. 
Bob and The Boding Society (page 
6), I am sensible of the unparalleled 
honour (huge blush and trembling 
hands and thanks to everybody that 

I have ever met).  However, all be 
warned that I'm experimenting with 
teleportation to other dimensions, 
so you darned well better behave.

mogs X
Ps I used the word unparalleled just 
to prove the fact that I can spell it.
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 
website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 

And Finally......

The pottery is looking pretty empty at the moment as our best stock is now in 
Dulverton, on the edge of Exmoor, in an exhibition with jewellery by Mary 
LeCoyte and paintings by Somerset artist, Val Duckworth.
We have also just returned from a relaxing holiday in Scotland, visiting the West 
Highlands and Islands. The scenery was stunning and we really enjoyed seeing 
the wealth of interesting wildlife. We were lucky to spot some red squirrels and 
sea eagles but were so disappointed to narrowly miss seeing otters playing in a 
sea loch on Mull. I have always loved otters. I can remember beginning a love affair with them after reading Tarka 
the Otter at my primary school and they have remained my favourite animal ever since. I have always wanted to see 
them in the wild but have yet to achieve my ambition.  However, this almost close encounter with otters reminded 
me of a great pottery course I went on with Margaret Gill over 20 years ago. The course took place in a lovely old 
house and studio right in the centre of Faringdon and was run by a delightful lady whose name escapes me. We had 
the opportunity to hand build small cottages and scenes on a plate but I wanted to make a full size otter for my garden. 
So I was handed a large piece of stoneware clay and I made an OK stab at coming up with an otter shape. Then the 
experienced potter stepped in and showed me how to improve the eyes, use different tools to get the shapes I wanted 
and how to ensure the clay was thin enough so the whole thing did not blow up in the kiln. They were only fairly 
small tweaks but they made all the difference. The lessons I learnt at that course have been invaluable. Once the otter 
was fired I was shown how to use car paint spray to add colour without the need for glazing. I was so pleased with 
the overall effect and would not have thought to do this myself. The otter still has pride of place in the garden (pic-
ture top right) and changes colour every year depending on the lichen that grows on it.  I was not the only one who 
achieved what they wanted from that course. Margaret Gill also made a lovely model of her cat! I am sure she must 

still have it.  This course reminded me that to create any piece of art you need something to 
inspire you and to listen to and learn from the experts.
So in the meantime I will continue to find things to inspire me, try to get better at my pot-
tery and pursue my quest to see otters in the wild.  For the time being I will pay the oc-
casional visit to the beautiful otters in captivity at the Cotswold Wildlife Park to get my 
otter fix (picture left).
A final thought. I wonder if there is any significance in the fact that there is just a p that 

separates an otter from a potter!! Sue and Adrian Dent

Episode 16 Potters and Otters

agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or deliver to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva


