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East of Swindon
Is the title of a new album release from 
the Jo Selbourne Band. Ten tracks (some 
folk, blues, jazz, Americana and sixties 
popular numbers) feature Jo on lead vo-
cals with Ian Thompson on finger-style 
guitar and backing vocals. Tasteful, re-
strained support is provided by Syd 
Simpson (accordion), Ed Crane (harmon-
icas) and Helen Watson (backing vocals).
An impartial reviewer has commented as 
follows:
Hear the mellifluous tones of Jo Sel-
bourne on this extraordinary debut CD 
and you will immediately be transport-
ed to the rolling Wiltshire Downs with 
soft breezes caressing the grassy slopes 
where wild pheasants come home to roost. You might also detect a hint of the Spanish Basque region thanks to count-
less glasses of Rioja and maybe even a whiff of the Punjab from the odd late night Chicken Tikka Massala.
This begs two questions – what were they on and where can you get some? That aside, copies can be purchased for a 
mere £7 from Jo (tel. 790 485) or Ian (tel. 790 970) with all proceeds being donated to Motivation, a charity dedicated 
to providing mobility means to disabled people world-wide (see www.motivation.org.uk). Listen up!

Ian Thompson
Jean Bone

1924 - 2015
Jean lived in the Hovel in Bishop-
stone for over forty years but she was 
born in Swindon on 11th July 1924 
where her parents Nell and George 
Ambrose Parker ran a health food 
shop in Gordon Road for many years. 
She had a younger brother, Ron.  
Educated at the Commonweal School, 
Swindon and she later went to King’s 
College (London University), to read 
English, around 1942. Working in 
London for a while, she met and mar-
ried Joe Bone. Back to Swindon she 
first worked for Townsend’s (solici-
tors) in Old Town and later for the Milk 
Marketing Board in Reading. 
In the 1970s land had been left in 

Bishopstone to build a village hall, 
a plan which was opposed by some, 
but Jean became one of the main sup-
porter It was a fierce campaign creat-
ing a them and us situation. It split 
families.. People boycotted the shop, 
costing Joan and Les Morris money, 
because they were known to be sup-
porters. It was like being in a war 
zone.  All plans were turned down 
initially. The entrance and exit to the 
site coming off a blind corner onto the 
main road onto the main road through 
the village. Everyone would be killed 
within a week! They battled on and 
finally, the plans were accepted and 
work began clearing a piece of rough 
ground eight feet high in brambles. 
Tom and Karen Coggins, Geoff and 

Liz Drew, Ted and Roz Boot, Phil 
Colin, Nick Auger and others. It was 
dragged it all up to the allotments 
where it could be burned safely. Fund 
raising started straight away, the 
major events being two sponsored 
walks by the children to Savernake 
Forest. led by Jean  and Ted Boot.
She was known as auntie Jean by 
all the children in the village and I 
remember her showing me photo-
graphs of her with a bunch of them 
on her cottage roof, they were re-
thatching it for her.  The Hovel was 
an amazing place, no obvious crea-
ture comforts but piles and piles of 
books.Jean slept in a summerhouse in 

(continued on page 3)
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
                                                     

       Sunday               4th October           8.30pm   Holy Communion 				    Lyddington
           18th Sunday after Trinity 	           10.30am   Family Communion 				    Bishopstone
				                 6.00pm   Evensong 					     Hinton Parva
        Sunday             11th October           8.30am   Holy Communion                 			   Bishopstone
           19th Sunday after Trinity           *10.30am   Harvest Communion                   		  Lyddington               
          			                             6.00pm   Evensong                                  			  Lyddington         
        Sunday             18th October           8.30am   Holy Communion				    Wanborough
           20th Sunday after Trinity           * 10.30am   Harvest Service                  			   Wanborough
                      	                    	              6.00pm   Evensong 		   			   Hinton Parva 
        Sunday             25th  Octoer       * 10.30am   Family Communion                  			  Hinton Parva
           Last Sunday after Trinity 	 6.00pm   Evensong					     Wanborough
        Sunday               1st November       8.30am  Holy Communion 				    Lyddington 
           All Saints' Day 		             10.30am   Family Communion 				    Bishopstone 
					     4.00om   All Souls' Service Wanborough 				     
					     6.00pm   Evensong 					     Hinton Parva

*Refreshments served after the service

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends and Neighbours,
Refugees have been a hot topic that 
seem to have caught out our political 
elite once again. Concerns about be-
ing in Europe have blinded them to 
the compassion that is a natural part 
of our nation’s DNA. While govern-
ments seem bent on removing support 
from the needy the voluntary sector 
regularly points to the fact that com-
passion for those facing tough times 
is an essential part of who we are. 
Foodbank and the recent support for 
those fleeing the hands of the violent 
are a couple of obvious examples. 
This difference in view and in ac-
tion makes the point quite dramati-
cally as to why we are the most un-
balanced economy in terms of wealth 
distribution and perhaps why we are 
so disengaged with politics.
Many of us are aware that after Jesus, 
Google is the answer, and I was drawn 
to take a look at some of the events 
that we are called to remember in this 
particular month. Among other things 
it is national Popcorn, Pizza and Sau-
sage Month, the latter perhaps being 
of particular relevance to our county. 
The Hairy Bikers made a trip to Calne 

recently, the home of the Harris Ba-
con Factory. Apparently Wiltshire ba-
con was ahead of the game in terms of 
flavour because of the way that it was 
cured and also because of its associa-
tions with America. Previously a dry 
cure which took the best part of a fort-
night, the Wiltshire cure was wet and 
took only four to five days. 
During school holidays my father 
used to travel from his home in Ruis-
lip to his grandmother’s home in 
Derry Hill, not far from Calne and 
helped drive the pigs to market. Ba-
con rolls have been a favourite way to 
start the day for many years and there 
is something so reliable and enjoy-
able about them, as is ice with a gin 
and tonic. Apparently it was one of 
the Harris brothers that built the first 
Ice House, something he discovered 
while on a trip to America while try-
ing to find a year round source of pigs. 
The potato famine had impacted on 
the usual supply of pigs from Ireland 
so preserving meat in ice houses was 
a great advance and the Harris fac-
tory was the first to install industrial 
scale refrigeration.
Food and drink are not only neces-
sities in life they are also the basis 
of any kind of hospitality. It’s one 

of the reasons why the Communion 
Service is an important part of Chris-
tian worship. The bible and Jesus in 
particular refers to a heavenly ban-
quet and the Communion Service is 
a pointer to that. Precisely because 
we are made in God’s image hospi-
tality is a natural part of our core and 
is why compassion rather than cyni-
cism is a more natural inclination. I 
pray that it won’t be long before our 
politicians work this out. So whether 
you are celebrating Popcorn, Pizza or 
Sausages this month I do hope you 
get a chance to enjoy the wonderful 
colours of autumn.
With best wishes and prayers

Bill
If you have anything that you would 
like our village prayer group to pray 
for please: 

telephone  790 088 
or email villageprayers@gmail.com

Bill

Family Service
St. Swithun's, Hinton 

10.30am Sunday 25th October

The Theme of the serviceis 
Samuel



Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

	 October         	 Ros Boot & Gladys Jones
	 November        	 Fran Shishton & Frances Shone
	 December        	 Caroline Brandi & Jill White 
If these dates are not convenient, please could you arrange to swap with 
somebody else.

Sarah Bally 791 121 

From the Benefice Register
 

	 Baptism  
	    St. Mary’s Bishopstone  
 			   20th September		   Freddy Kelly   
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Contacts
Any enquiries: 
The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

OR
The Churchwarden: 
Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Secretary:  Marguerite Seaward
Hillside, Hinton Parva SN4 0DH,                  

01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com

The Child Protection Officer: 
Jill White     	           01793 791 102
PCC Representative Bishopstone 
School Governor:
Gill Rankin	           01793 791 061
List of Other PCC Members:
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)

01793 790 103       
paulbailey86@btinternet.com

Hilary Newton            01793 791 086
John Lowry  	           01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 07703 162 523

R2attayloralan@aol.com
Doug Stevens              01793 791 107

doug1966@btinternet.com

News from All Saints' Lyddington
The west door of the church has been opened for the first time in years - How 
many years, nobody knows.
It needed opening to allow the old bells to removed and returned after preser-
vation work, and for the new bells and metal frame to be taken into church.

Tony Pullen

There will be no Messy Church 
Meetings either in October or No-

St. Swithun's 
Family Service Meeting

7.30pm Monday 9th Novenber 
The Old Vicarage 

Hinton Parva 

vember, Therefore, the next will 
be held in St. Swithun's Church on 
Friday 4th December from 4.30 - 
5.30pm.   It will be a rehearsal for the
Donkey Service. 

The Donkey Service 
6.00pm

Wednesday 16th December 
If anyone would let to get involved 
in helping to organise our service 
or children would like to be angels 
shepherds or wise men please come 
along to our next Family Service 
meeting on 9th November.
We are hoping that Tilly and Tinker-
bell the Donkey's  will be joining us 

Marguerite

(continued from  page 1)
the garden. She lined the inside walls
with foil and used an outside tap to 
wash. Her toilet was an Elsan buck-
et in a bit of a shed with holes in the 
roof, with a piece of cloth slung across 
the front to provide privacy of sorts.
Another memory is of her nonchalant-
ly riding her bicycle, her main form of 
transport, down the A419 on her way 
to Swindon, a truly terrifying sight.
As Jean grew old and infirm, Roz 
Boot became her main carer, well 
done Roz, you did a great job.
This article was largely based on 
the much longer and very much 
more interesting eulogy delivered 
by Roz at Jean's memorial serv-
ice, I would strongly advise you 
to read the entire piece which can 
be found on the village website.
www.bishopstoneand hintonparva.org

Editor



Taekwondo		  Tuesdays 	 6th,13th, & 20th            7.00 - 8.00pm 
Mothers & Toddlers	 Thursdays 	 3rd, 10th, & 17th           9.00 -11.00am 
School			   Thursdays 	 3rd,10th, & 17th                    3.15 - 4.15pm 
Parish Council 		  Monday 	 5th      		           7.30 - 9.00pm 
Gardening		  Wednesday      14th                               6.30 - 9.30pm 
Daily- School Dinners	 Subject to bookings
until 21st half term		             			            11.45-1.00pm

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone 
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue 
Tremlin or leave a message on the answerphone.  During school holidays 
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look 
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a 
full day is £55.
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Hinton Parva Village Hall  - September

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

The Booking Secretary is Karin Thompson - 790 970
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Village Hall Committee Meeting 	 Tuesday     1st

Bridge         		  Friday  2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th  7.00 - 10.00pm 
WI					     Thursday   8th      7.00 - 9.00pm
St. James Singers (Village Event)        Thursday 17th      6.00 -10.00pm 

Quiz Night (Village Event)         	  Saturday 31st	      

The Village Hall , Bishopstone - September Treasurer required
The committee of The Village Hall 
Bishopstone is looking for someone 
to take on the role of Treasurer.  
The work involved is straight-forward 
and needs only a minimal amount 
of time.
If you would like to help us to look 
after the interests of the Village Hall 
please call: 
Carol Sarchet, Committee Secretary 

01793 791 453.

Little Hinton Educational 
Foundation
This village charity that gives finan-
cial help to local young people to sup-
port the education of those, up to 25 
years of age. For example, we might 
be able to help with the cost of buying 
books, computer software and materi-
als or paying for field trips and edu-
cational travel. In some situations, we 
can make donations to support youth 
group activities or to assist older 
applicants returning to education.
If you are a student at school, college 
or university, and live in this parish, or 
if you organise young people’s educa-
tional activities in the parish, and would 
benefit from a little financial help, 
tell us what you need.
Write to: Mrs Valerie Brodin
The Coombs, Hinton Parva, SN4 0DH

Tickets are available from Howard 
on 791 171. please book no later than 
Wednesday 28th  October

Contact Chris Thomas 790  106 
Littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk
Mogs 790 626  
mogsboon@hotmail.com 	

Herbal Medicine WorkshopThe date you’ve all 
been waiting for!

at 

Hinton Village Hall
Saturday 31st October 
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm

You are invited to an enjoyable evening 
of Pub style quiz questions
Baked potato supper & an array of deli-
cious desserts. Bring your own drinks. 

£10 per adult

Saturday 3rd October meet at Bishopstone 
Village Hall 10.00 pm and go on a Hedgerow 
Havest. 1.00 pm have a lunch 
Sunday 4th 10.00 pm meet at the Village 
Hall Bishopstone to learn how to brew our 
gatherings finishing at 1.00 pm

 
There a few spaces so its a first come 
first served basis.

The cost of the two days is £65.00 to be taught some 
traditional remedies. 
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Administrative support services for 
small businesses and 

individuals.

I can provide ad-hoc or 
regular support with a range 

of services

If you would like to discuss how I can 
help you, please email: 

sarah@a4admin.co.uk or 
telephone 07835 826 581

· Dedicated PA Service                 · Document Formatting
· PowerPoint Presentations          · Word Processing
· Meeting and Event Planning       · Mailings

PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

	 92 Ermin Steet
	 Stratton St.Margaret
	 Swindon
	 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

			            24 hour service



6									                               Village News October 2015

Dickie's Diary
Did you holiday this August in the 
UK? The first half was tolerable; the 
second was a wash out. For those 
of us round here who work on the 
land it has been a difficult time. The 
chalk downs are later to harvest than 
the Vale clays, the Cotswolds or the 
gravels where they were nearly done 
but we here were only a quarter 
into our wheat crop and then it kept 
raining. 
Yields have been exceptionally good 
and excellent quality at first, but the 
wet weather has caused the stand-
ing wheat to begin sprouting. This 
renders the grain unfit to make bread. 
Don’t ask about prices.
Before the property crash about 1990 
when millions were wiped of the 
Church Commissioners’ assets, they 
used to hold tenants dinners, usu-
ally at the Bishop’s Palace at Wells, 
Somerset. I was once asked to speak 
on behalf of the tenants and consulted 
Ron Liddiard of Baulking. He said tell 
them of the farmer’s lot. If we grow a 
good crop, prices will be poor. If we 
have a bad crop, prices will be good, 
you can’t win. This came to mind over 
this year’s harvest. Farming is not a 
good profession for perfectionists. An 
ability to ride disappointments and 
survive is paramount. Children should 
be exposed, not protected from the 
harsh reality of life. As Kipling said if 
you can meet with triumph and disas-
ter and treat these two imposters just 
the same...you will be a man, my son.
We usually manage to finish before 
our wedding anniversary on Septem-
ber 9th but it will be close this year. 
Only in 1992 did harvest drag on past 
to September 11th, so this year is near-
ly the latest in 40 years. Our grandfa-
ther’s were told of 1879 as the worst 
ever; sorry I am going back a bit! I can 
just remember 1958 and 1968 as bad. 
More recently the difficult harvests 
were 1977, 1985 when much went 
flat and 2008 when so many fields 
were flooded. Now we are in autumn, 
I expect the weather will be clement 
and it’s a good time for a holiday!

Richard Green

As we always enjoy a good walk, 
and decided to challenge ourselves 
by walking Wainwright’s Coast to 
Coast to celebrate our joint retire-
ment.  The day after we both finished 
work, we stayed the night with Lorna 
and Andy Baker, who used to live in 
Bishopstone but moved near Penrith.   
We’d had lots of tips of things to take 
from Caryn & Andy Greenhalgh, who 
completed this walk last summer.
The following day we parked at Kirk-
by Stephen, where the Packhorse van 
took us to the start at St Bees on a 
drizzly, grey morning!  Our luggage 
was taken each day by van to our next 
night’s rest, B&B or small hotels, 
while we carried day rucksacks.
Dave dipped his feet in the Irish Sea 
and we both took a pebble, as tradi-
tion dictates, before setting off on our 
journey!  It was an amazing experi-
ence and our journey took us firstly 
through the Lakes - Ennerdale, Hon-
ister, Grasmere, St Sunday Crag, 
with stunning views of Ullswater, 
Patterdale, Kidsty Pike (the high-
est point on the walk), Haweswater 
reservoir to Bampton Grange.
The Pennines and its moors awaited 
but first Shap and its beautiful abbey, 
over the M6 motorway onto Orton.  
Then past countless fields of sheep, 
before coming back to civilisation in 
Kirby Stephen, where we met Lorna 
and Andy again for a delicious Indian 
meal.  Afterwards past the Nine Stand-
ards (the watershed where rivers to the 

west flow to the Irish Sea and those to 
the east flow to the North Sea), over 
many peat bogs (thankfully not too 
wet!), into pretty Keld in Swaledale 
(half the walk completed!).  We loved 
the Yorkshire Dales (Keld, Reeth) 
with its many waterfalls and fields of 
wild flowers and rustic stone barns, 
onto Richmond and a pretty B&B at 
Frenchgate with stunning views of the 
town!  We crossed the A1 onto Danby 
Wiske, Osmotherley (passing Wray 
House – a rather dilapidated cottage) 
and into the vast North York Moors 
National Park.  We followed part of 
the Cleveland Way, moorland with 
beautiful views and very undulating, 
with the heather beginning to go pur-
ple (Great Broughton, Blakey Ridge, 
Grosmont and its Steam Train – we 
managed a quick trip to Whitby and 
back!).  A final steep ascent out of a 
wet and miserable Grosmont chal-
lenged us on our last day, but as we 
hit the coast the sun came out and we 
made Robin Hood’s Bay in time to 
paddle in the North Sea and drop our 
pebble in before a well-earned pint!
We raised money for the Swindon 
MS Centre, which kept us going 
when our feet were tired and legs felt 
like giving up!  Thank you to eve-
ryone who supported us, we loved 
the whole experience and it made us 
both appreciate the beautiful English 
countryside!    Here’s to next year’s 
expedition!

Jackie & Dave Wray

Wrays Go Coast to Coast (192 miles from St Bees to Robin 
Hood’s Bay – 19 June to 4 July 2015)
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TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions		     Plastering		      Plumbing
Landscaping		        Tiling			       Terracing
Roofing	 	 	    Carpentry	 	       Flooring
Kitchens		              Bathrooms	           Decorating

Painting & Decorating

•	 High quality interior & exterior work
•	 Commercial & Domestic Premises
•	 City & Guilds Qualified
•	 Portfolio and References Available
•	 Competitive  Rates,  Work Guaranteed 
           for 2 years
•	 Free, no obligation Estimates

Paul Booth
Tel; 01793 828 547   Mob: 07736 847 597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
Also find us on Dulux Select Site

www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours

Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior

                

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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Bishopstone Gardening Society

A special mention has to go to local children Thomas and Jessie Whitaker and George and Florence Searby who not 
only joined in with the school exhibits but also won trophies for their own efforts. Well done to all of them.
With over 300 entries the village hall was resplendent with the talent and hard work of our neighbours.
Overall winner was once again the inimitable Doreen Cooper, Adrian Dent 
was King of the Veg, Keith Gibbison was Sir Fruit, Sue Dent provided the 
perfect English rose, Russell Hatch was unparalleled with his pot plants 

(including the triffid on the stage), 
Doris Brown was Duchess of Flo-
ral Art, Doreen was Queen of Cook-
ing and Flowers, Ali White wowed 
the judges with her craft work, and 
David Wray was once again our 
photographer of the year.  Well done to all our worthy winners.  We hope to see 
even more contributors next year! 

Cheryl
We’re very grateful to all our Garden Club members for organising this year’s B&D 
Garden Club Show, especially the friends who pitched in and helped enormously
on the day. Special thanks to Doreen, Margaret, Cheryl, Lynda & Mary.

Next on the Gardening Club schedule …..
Saturday 10th October  A trip’s been organised to see the stunning Michaelmas 
Daisies and late season perennials at Old Court Nurseries & Picton Gardens in 

Malvern.  We’ll stop off at The Kettle Sings tea-rooms for lunch, then on to Perrycroft Gardens in the afternoon for a 
wander round. 
Wednesday 14th October   Jon Mason, Director: Highfield Garden World, Whitminster, Gloucestershire, will 
be giving a fun and practical talk on Lawn Care and Mole Deterrent. There 
will be plants to buy and Jon has promised to answer all our questions, mole 
related or not!   

Never has Bishopstone Village Hall been 
as terrifying as on Saturday 12th September 
at the Show. Not only were there photographs 
of magnified insects and bugs, and a bunch of 
carrots that looked like they had come off the set 
 

The Garden Show

of Alien, but an enormous poisonous plant dominated the stage 
having been moved from the main hall as a health and safety risk.
Fortunately there were also more calming exhibits. Despite the aw-
ful weather this year people managed to display beautiful flowers 
and an astounding array of veg and fruit. The village cooks were 
on form with mouthwatering treats, both sweet and savoury and the 
creative amongst us provided photographs, works of art and craft.

Wednesday 11th November   Quiz night & Chile Con Carne Supper, with 
our indomitable quizmaster, Cheryl Keen. Poppy theme: wear your pop-
pies/come dressed as a poppy or in red! (optional) 
7:30 Second Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise stated, 
at Bishopstone Village Hall. Tea/coffee/biscuits/raffle. Relaxed 

friendly vibe. Visitors most welcome. If you’d like to 
join us on the trip or want more info, please contact 
gardensoc@hotmail.co.uk  

Sheila
Pictures: prize winning sunflowers; children's artwork;  Karen 
English & family's carrots; editor's flower arrangement and 
Russell Hatch’s trifid (Brugmansia Angel Trumpet).



Village News October 2015							                                                           9

Call for a chat maybe book in a free well-
ness profiling

Ask me how!

Lose Weight Now

Peter 790 785 mob: 07832 193 362  



Don't Forget that the 
Great Bishopstone Duck Hunt 

ends 4th October
Details from 

Bishopstone School 790 521
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School Report - 
Hello everyone

The bell has rung 
and children are 
back in school.  
There really is 

nothing like hearing the school fill 
up with their voices and busyness.  
We had a few changes over the sum-
mer with new flooring going in to the 
cloakroom/toilets, new lockers for 
their belongings, we refurnished the 
‘computer room’ so that we are able 
to fit the children in more comfort-
ably. As they use laptops and ipads, 
the desktop computers had become 
space consuming and slightly redun-
dant.  The junior classroom had the 
sink removed which means there is 
a lovely cosy group work area which 
even has a secret door to it (and yes, 
still plenty of sinks left in school 
for hand washing and paint cleaning).
Outside has been tided . .... no truffles 
found so far (I hear that it was a find a 
while ago), and more footballs placed 
on the playground ready to end up in 
the pond (the children really don’t 
mean to do it, they have convinced me 
the footballs have minds of their 
own!).
We have our rearranged trip to War-
wick this week so fingers crossed 
that no coaches become stuck and 
then we are into Autumnal events.  
Our short Harvest Festival, led by 
Revd. Bill will be on Thursday 8th 
October at 09:30, all are welcome.  
The allotment grew like wildfire over 
the summer, the children had been 
picking food, spending their golden 
time, collecting for science and per-
forming plays on the island right up 
until we broke up.  However, if there 
are any local residents with a bit of time 
on their hands who would like to pull 
a few weeds we are always looking for 
volunteers.  The children will be back 
over on a weekly basis soon with a mix 
of science lessons, bedding it down 
for winter and forest school work. 
Conker competition time is fast ap-
proaching . . . . we wonder who the 
winners will be this year!

Emma Lindsay

A Shark’s Tale.
Diving has been my lifetime pas-
sion. It has taken me to awesome 
places full of beautiful and amazing 
creatures. I want to give you a brief 
insight into my world and its ways.
It was New Year’s Eve at the end of 
my first decade of diving. This was 
the year I’d been proud to pass an 
important diving exam and I felt this 
New Year I had reason to look back 
and celebrate. 
The dive site was in tropical waters, 
shallow and safe– a pretty coral dive 
with lots of small colourful fish. I 
had a camera so was soon engrossed 
in gazing at the mass of life through 
the lens. I didn’t notice that my bud-
dy had moved off. Diving alone isn’t 
recommended, but I was enjoying 
the scenery and solitude, so I stayed. 
What did I care?  I’d proved I could 
look after myself.  
The time came to head back to the 
boat. As I turned back along a coral 
avenue, I got that feeling I wasn’t 
alone. Looking to my right, I saw it 
- my first ever hammerhead and I was 
directly in its path!  I love diving with 
sharks and had travelled to distant 
oceans to swim with them.  I’d seen 
many but never a hammerhead. 
Why so scared?  I knew a lot about 
sharks’ behaviour from films includ-
ing that they signal attack intent with 
bent head, downward fins and side-
ways movement. That was happening 
now – to me!  Alone and with no help 
in sight!  My confidence fled; loss of 
bladder control was a real possibility! 
Could I swim backwards, hiding be-
hind the coral?  No, it must have seen 
me!  My heart was pounding; heavy 
breathing rapidly depleting my air! I 
deserved my fate. From those cocky 
heights to a mass of jelly in seconds!  
Such a sad end to my year!
It was only seconds, but it felt like 
hours as I realised the hammerhead’s 

actions were only its natural move-
ment – the side-of-the-head loca-
tion of the eyes means it has to move 
sideways to search for its food. Then 
I remembered the camera, but the 
shark had already passed - within a 
metre of me and I’d no pictures!  I 
learned humility that day!
Diving’s a marvellous sport but also 
a great leveller. It’s an alien world, 
where qualifications can’t substitute 
for common sense! 

Ali White 

You’ll be able to view, try on and 
buy the new Autumn/Winter col-
lection plus purchase any items that 
you’ve seen on the website or cata-
logue – all at 20% discount.   If you 
are unable to attend the event but 
wish to make a Boden purchase, do 
get in touch with us via our email 
address: 
contactpta@wanboroughprimary.
org so that you can use our 20% 
discount code – and the commission 
will still go to the school.

Karen Walker

Beware Giraffes at Large
To continue the theme of wild crea-
tures, an intrepid village managed 
to capture on film, the giraffe men-
tioned by Tim on page 14.  The edi-
tor apologies for the quality of the 
photograph.

Thursday,1st October
2.30 - 4.30pm & 7.00 - 9.00pm  

Wanborough School Hall

Boden Shopping Event
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PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

HERITAGE 
TREE CARE

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured 

•	 Pruning and Shaping
•	 Felling and Removal
•	 Hedge Cutting
•	 Stump Grinding
•	 Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email: 
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk
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Bishopstone with Hinton Parva WI
7.30pm Thursday 8th October

Hinton Village Hall

Our October Meeting takes on a slightly different 
format with two Members being invited to act as 
President and Secretary for the evening, allowing a 
little insight into the workings of the committee!  

We have lots of exciting additional trips and events 
planned for the remainder of the year and the commit-
tee are hard at work planning new outings for 2016! 
Do come along and join us for an evening and have a 
chat over a cup of tea.  Guests are always welcome.

For more information please contact Hazel Cooke 
01793 790 621.  

Mobile Library
Wednesday 97h & 21st October
Bishopstone 10.00 - 10.55am

Hinton Church  11.00am
West Hinton Farm  11.20am

The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.   
Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is out-
side Bishopstone Village Hall a 
coffee morning is held in the Hall.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Bishopstone 100 club
August Winners

            1st      43 Stuart McGuigan
            2nd   13 Fraser Blunt            
            3rd   19 Jackie Wray
 Subs due as always. Some folks are 
two years adrift!
You can also check if you have won 
on our website:
www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org
The money raised is for Bishopstone 
Village Hall.
Peace et al. Jo. X

Wanborough Handbell Ringers - Christmas is Coming
The Wanborough Handbell Ringers will be starting their practices for the 2015 
Christmas season on Sunday 11th October.  Practices are held every Sunday, 
7.30 - 9.00pm at 2 The Beanlands, Wanborough until mid December when we 
start our series of performances.  New team members welcome.  No musical 
experience is required.  Our music, is written in numbers, not staff notation, 
and is easy to learn. 
Come along and have a go, or telephone / e-mail Nicky or Tony Pullan for more 
details:

01793 790 904    nickyandtonyp@gmail.com 

YOU CAN BOOK A TABLE AT THE
					                       

It will be held on Thursday 26thNovember 
6.00 pm - 8.30 pm. 

£10.00 per table
For more information and to reserve your space,

please contact: 
Chris Thomas 01793 790 106. 

Or email littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk



CBC LTD COACHING
Life and business coaching

“Coaching is unlocking the potential 
within a person to allow them to solve the 
issues holding them back”

I run completely confidential, personal 
sessions within a six week programme.
Initial 30 minute consultation free for all 
newsletter readers!

Take the step to have the life you want to 
lead today!
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Caroline Brandi RGN CTP ACE 
07525 843 520



Let’s start with a few words about the 
indefatigable, beautiful and charming  
Joan Morris, who died at the begin-
ning of the month and who, while 
keeping a lower profile this past few 
years, had been a true villager, along 
with her outstanding husband Les, 
for as long as anyone can remember. 
They were the former village shop-
keepers. People still talk about Les’s 
hams! I will never know why (I am 
too young).
My contact with Joan was almost 
entirely physical in the early days: I 
hardly knew her, but still I clambered 
into her bed one night (four nights in 
a row, actually) in front of 100 cheer-
ing people in the village hall. It was 
one of the village plays of course, 
and I meant to climb into Angie Al-
cock’s bed--that was certainly my 
(unscripted) intent. But in true farce 
style, the lights had been dimmed, and 
that makes it so much more difficult 
to remember your next move. Les 
was also in the room, on the stage, in 
a different bed, and he was outraged; 
his subsequent squawking, and as 
ever his gloriously improvised lines, 
added to the merriment. Joan, along 
with Les, were rock solid village 
players; their presence in the village 
play added probably a hundred people 
to the audience over the four days it 
used to run, and people would travel 
from much further afield for the early 
week performances, when they knew 
there’d be room for a quiet kip in the 

front row until Les forgetting his lines 
would cause them to wake up. by con-
trast Joan never forgot her lines—in 
the six years I played alongside and 
beneath her, she was impeccable and 
generous, putting up with everything 
the other incompetents threw at her.
Les and Joan’s decision to withdraw 
from local amateur dramatics in effect 
spelt the end of BADS in that form, 
ten years ago. Since then, we’ve seen 
them walking together round the vil-
lage, looking after each other during 
various periods of ill health; stop-
ping and chatting and making most 
of us laugh out loud whenever the 
opportunity arose. I will miss her 
enormously, along with many oth-
ers.  When I saw Les last week, he 
reminded me of what a lifelong love 
affair it had been. As a scantily clad 
volunteer in his underground cinema 
in Bishopstone, she was no good 
as an usherette, he said—she was 
so hot, the ice creams would melt.
This year’s Bishopstone and Hin-
ton Parva village play will be run in 
early January, to lighten a few dark 
nights: the cast of five/six and the 
director met over beer in The Royal 
Oak in early September, and while we 
toyed with a thriller, we agreed we 
could not create any tension, never 
mind sustain it. It will, inevitably, 
be a form of comedy. Dates and de-
tails to follow. Helen has demanded 
that I am not typecast as the pathet-
ic sneering love interest. Ha ha. If 
only. That’s always Tom Green’s job.
Very pleased to see that we’ve had 
some generous volunteers noting the 
speed at which people travel thro the 
villages. They have my wholehearted 
support, and I can assure you that re-
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G u i l d  o f  F i n e  F o o d  G o l d  W i n n e r 
Food that tastes like it should

	 o     Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
	 o     Slow growing beef matured for 30 days
	 o     Matured chalk downland lamb
	 o     Free range Tamworth pork
	 o     Free range chicken
	 o     Home dry cured bacon & gammon
	                       Tel:    01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.  

Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village`

peated attendance at speed awareness 
courses has done me the world of 
good. As one of the parish councillors 
told me a few years ago, the last time 
that speeds were monitored, at the re-
quest of the village, more than 70% of 
miscreants were villagers themselves. 
They were presumably on their way 
to help the flood of refugees we were 
experiencing at the time, and speed 
was, as it is today, of the essence.
A little bit about the pub: we are the 
OFFICIAL Rugby World Cup pub in 
Cues Lane, all significant matches will 
be shown on the state of the art receiv-
er above the fireplace; England and 
Lions internationals Mike Teague and 
Peter Winterbottom put on a splen-
did and informative night of rugby 
nostalgia and crystal balls in the pub 
early in the month; we plan to have 
a few days of effectively village-only 
food menus towards the end of the 
month, probably 22nd-25th September 
(if this is not too late for our readers); 
and then again in mid October. 
Some mad Italians are trying to 
make mozzarella from Eastbrook or-
ganic cows’ milk around that time, 
in a trial, and we’d like you to taste 
it. We’ll push more details thro 
your door when it’s almost ready.
The bottle bag man (for it is a he) 
now knows that we know that he 
knows we know who it is. We are not 
ready to name him, since we have a 
marvellous surprise up our sleeve 
next time we see him. The (hospi-
tal) photo will be in the next edition. 
Has anyone else spotted the giraffe on 
Prebendal Farm land, on the right as you 
move onto the flatter bit up Nell Hill?
(see page 10) Pip pip TF

The Royal Oak Diary



Village News October 2015 										                        15

 

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN 
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING 

SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates 
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
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I've been very ratty 
this week, apologies 
to anybody at whom 
I have snapped.   My 
glasses fell apart just 
as I was receiving the 
usual last minute rush of copy and 
pictures, (usually of too low resolu-
tion) for the newsletter. Have patched 
up said specks and squinted at the 
computer screen but they fall off my 
nose every time I sneeze, must do 
more dusting.  Also I haven't recov-
ered from getting not so much as a 
mention for my hot pepper jelly in the 
Gardening Society, my own recipe! 
We all know that this sort of thing is 
more important than life and death.
There seems to have been an outbreak 
of wild life in the parish, in the past 
there have been reports of crocodiles 
and now giraffes.  What else?  Mon-

sters in the mill pond?  Kangaroos in 
the coombs?  Dinosaurs on the downs?   
If you spot a big cat while you are 
out duck hunting do let us know (a 
photograph would be wonderful of 
300dpi or over, please),  I don't sup-
pose the wild life will harm you, 
it's too busy looking for the giraffes

mogs X
Advertising
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 

And Finally..........

The autumn weather seems to be upon us and the pottery actually felt a bit cold and 
damp this morning,  I guess it will soon be time to get the log burner going to warm it 
up. I love autumn and winter in the pottery when we can spend a few happy hours pot-
ting, hands in cold clay and water, then finish the day with a sit and warm up by the fire 
listening to Radio 4Ex with a small glass of something! Our idea of heaven. 
It has been a battle between the garden, Wanborough Show and our pottery this 
month. The pottery did not fair well as there was so much to do elsewhere. How-
ever, I did find some time to have some fun and make a terracotta bird box for the 
Wanborough Show. I entered it in the Art and Crafts Section for an imaginative bird 
box and, of course, it came first! You may think this arrogant but when I tell you that 
there were only two entries and the other one was made of a toilet roll and a feather 
you will understand why I managed a first prize!!! Anyway the bird box will now be 
hung proudly from our garden wall in the hope that a blue tit may want a house over 
it's head next Spring.
Actually I did really enjoy making the bird box, even if it was not my finest moment. It was made from slabs of clay 
joined together with slip and then decorated with cut out leaves and features. As I tend to throw most of my ceram-
ics on the wheel, it made me realise how stimulating and versatile building ceramics by hand is and that I should do 
a bit more soon.
In the meantime we are about to make some more stock of small pots from Bishopstone’s own terracotta clay as 
we have sold almost all of the last firing. This will be the last batch for some time so if you would like to get your 
hands on a real Bishopstone pot let us know and we will reserve one for you. (They make great Christmas presents 
– Oops I promised myself I would not mention that word yet.) 
We will then have to give the pottery a very good clean as bright red terracotta clay can complete-
ly ruin a pot thrown in our white Raku clay. So we have to be sure there is not even a minute bit of 
red clay on the potter’s wheel, on the tools or anywhere else it could contaminate the white clay. 
Well that’s all until next month, I am just off to find somewhere to display my Ist prize certificate!

Sue and Adrian Dent

Episode 15  The Bird Box

website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or deliver to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

A prize-winning bird box?


