
      October 2016for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva

The Fred Smith Perpetual Trophy: Adrian Dent
The Garden News Shield: Fraser Blunt
The Miss Betty Britton Memorial Perpetual Trophy: 
Adrian Dent
The Jim Cordon Shield: Sue Dent
A Garden News Shield: Chris Thomas
The Wilson Perpetual Trophy: Doreen Cooper
The Yallop Perpetual Trophy: Adrian Dent

Children’s Trophies. Infant: Isaac Gibling, 
Junior: Matthew English, Senior: Heidi Blunt
The Handicraft Bowl: Megan Thomas
The Langford Perpetual Trophy: Keith Gibbison
The S.G. Dehn Perpetual Trophy: Jaqui Mitchell
The Browning Perpetual Trophy (Exhibitor who gained 
the highest number of points in the Show): Adrian Dent
Best in Show Trophy: Chris Thomas

Bishopstone & District Gardening Club Show Awards

Show photographs by Chris Thomas, Sheila Collins & 
Mogs Boon.  More can be seen on the village website



The New Calley Arms

2 Ham Road
Upper Wanborough SN4 0DF

01793 790 615

It's a family affair

Family run Country pub, serving freshly cooked 
home-made food. With a number of local ales. 

Children and dogs all welcome.
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

 92 Ermin Steet
 Stratton St.Margaret
 Swindon
 Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

            24 hour service
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The Village Hall , Bishopstone - October
The hall is cleaned       Mondays                                 8.30 - 10.30am
Taekwondo            Tuesdays         4th, 11th & 18th                7.00 - 8.00pm
Mobile Library            Wednesdays    5th & 19th                             10.00 - 10.55am
Mothers & Toddlers     Thursdays       6th, 13th & 20th             9.30 - 11.00am
School             Thursdays       6th, 13th & 20th                         3.15 - 4.15pm
WI                    Thursday      13th               7.00 - 9.30pm
Quiz & Supper            Saturday       29th        5.00 - 10.30pm
Daily School Dinners (not holidays) Subject to bookings      11.45 - 1.00pm            

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone 
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue 
Tremlin or leave a message on the answerphone.  During school holidays 
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look 
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a 
full day is £55.

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

The Booking Secretary is Howard - 791 171
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Bridge for Beginners Wednesdays  5th, 12th, 19th & 26th    6.45 – 9.15 pm 
Bridge Club                 Fridays         7th, 14th, 21st &  28th    7.00 - 10.00pm
Parish Council             Monday       3rd                  7.00 - 10.00pm

Hinton Parva Village Hall  October

You can book a table at the
Popular..........

Bishopstone 
Craft Fair

It will be held on
Thursday 24th November 

6.00 - 8.00pm
£10.00 per table. Please ensure 
that you book early to avoid 
disappointment as I try to allo-
cate just one table per product-
type as this ensures that the 
fair is more interesting for its 
(and your) customers.
For more information and to re-
serve your space, please contact 

Chris Thomas   790 106    
littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk

Christmas Craft Fayre
1.00pm to 4.00pm

Saturday 26th November 
Wanborough Village Hall 

Admission: Free 
An opportunity to browse and 
purchase a diverse selection of 
unique hand made gifts for Christ-
mas from local Crafters. For the 
Children, a Christmas Grotto 
filled with fun & games 
For more information and to reserve 
a table (£10), please contact: 
Colin Hayes – 01793 790 037 email 

colin.uk.hayes@gmail.com

Hinton Parva Village Hall News
We have said our farewells to our 
long serving Treasurer Ian Thomp-
son and wish Karin and Ian the best 
of luck in their new home.
The Committee is delighted to wel-
come Rod Peck as our new Treas-
urer. He has been briefed by our re-
tiring Treasurer and comes in ready 
for action. 
It was my pleasure to present Ian and 
Karin with a token of our appreciation 
for all their good work for our Village 
Hall.  A hi-tech lithium powered grass 
strimmer was accepted with great en-
thusiasm and were sure it would be put 
to good use in their new garden.
I hope to speak to you at the Harvest 
Lunch. 

Howard 
Please note the date for our 

Quiz Night with Supper (& prizes) 
Saturday 19th November.    

Saturday 15th October 
9.00am - noon

Wanborough Village Hall
The usual stalls will be there (meat, 
veg, pies and cakes, rapeseed oil and 
plants) but a new addition will be sell-
ing milk from Lotmead Farm. The 
market is in the village hall, High 
Street, with extra parking at the Harrow 
(please use the back of the car park).

Wanborough's Farmers' Market

For more information contact:
01793 790 438 

sbirley@gn.apg.org

Mobile Library 
Wednesday 5th & 19th October
Bishopstone 9.55 - 10.25am

Hinton Church  10.35am
West Hinton Farm  10.50 - 11.00am
The Mobile Library will next be 
in the villages on the above dates. 
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s. 

Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is outside 
Bishopstone Village Hall, indulge in a 
cup of tea or coffee and catch up with 
all the latest.  

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Bishopstone 100 club
September Winners

             1st          97 Liz Warrick 
             2nd     28 Angela Edwards        
             3rd      34 David Wray

Jo 790 485
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Bishopstone Gardening Society
Thurs 1st September
The sun shone and a Funfair on the 
village green welcomed us to the 
White Horse Garden Club in pictur-
esque Uffington. Indeed, I suspect 
some of us would have quite enjoyed 
a nostalgic trip on the gallopers, how-
ever, we were there for Jenny Steel’s 
illustrated talk on Gardening with 
Wildflowers. Jenny, a Plant Ecolo-
gist and natural history writer, grew 
up in South Oxfordshire and now 
lives and works in her two-acre 
wildlife garden in Shropshire.
We learned how even the small-
est garden can incorporate beauti-
ful wildflowers to encourage and 
support pollinators and how some 
of our most common British Native 
Plants had an early medicinal use; 
Astrantia (its dried leaves can be used 
in herbal medicines), Jacobs Lad-
der (used by the ancient Greeks but 
not used medically today) and Fox-
glove (deadly poisonous but a source 
of digoxin, which has been used 
as a heart stimulant since 1785.)
Did you know that Yellow Rattle is the 
key to success? When 
scattered onto an unruly 
patch of thick grass, wild 
flowers will establish 
more easily.If you’d like 
to encourage wildlife 
into your garden, then 
the rather exotic bright 
purple Pasqueflower (pictured above), 
Harebell, Sedum, Thrift or Sea Cam-
pion will all do the job, whilst Wild 
Cyclamen, Red Campion, Blue-
bells and white Stitchwort will hap-
pily scramble under trees and shrubs 
looking fabulous, brightening up 
shady areas during April and May.
British Native Plants such as Wild 
Marjoram, AKA Oregano, attracts 
bumblebees and butterflies (espe-
cially the Meadow Brown); One Eye 
Daisy also attracts butterflies and 
Greater Knapweed is brilliant for 
Bumblebees; seed heads on Teasel are 
a feast for Goldfinches and Bullfinch-
es just love dandelions! (possibly 
an excuse not to dig them out?)

If you’d like to know more about 
wildflowers for damp places, herba-
ceous borders or which plants to avoid 
(like Rosebay Willowherb and Colts-
foot), Jenny has written many books, 
has an excellent website and a blog at: 
Jenny Steel Wildlife Gardening.
Next meeting: Saturday 15th Octo-
ber, is a guided group tour around 
Westonbirt Arboretum. The trees are 
stunning at this time of year dressed 
in autumnal colours. Please let me 
know if you’d like to join us, use our 
new email banddgardeningsoc@
gmail.com (entry fee will be free 
to members of B&D Garden Soci-
ety, although a contribution towards 
petrol will be appreciated).
NB: A change to our programme. Sat-
urday 29th October is the new date for 
our annual Quiz Night & American 
Supper where each guest brings their 
own food. Drinks will be provided but 
do bring your own if there’s some-
thing you prefer. Quizmaster Cheryl 
will be back by popular demand, do-
ing her utmost to confound and con-
fuse us with complicated conundrums 

that seem easy-peasy at the 
end when the answers are 
read out. There will be a 
prize for the highest scor-
ing team!
Wednesday 9th Novem-
ber from 7:00pm there 
will be an informal end-

of-the-gardening-club-year evening 
get together, along with a laid-back 
AGM. We intend holding this at our 
very own Royal Oak in Bishopstone.
*May I just say a huge thank you to 
our Editor, Mogs, who has done a 
splendid job structuring the news-
letter so that some of its pages will 
now be printed in colour. (Just in 
time for the village Show!)
We meet at 7:30pm, second Wednes-
day of the month, unless other-
wise stated, at Bishopstone Village 
Hall. Extremely friendly bunch of 
people, tea/coffee/biscuits, raffle. 
Newcomers most welcome!

 banddgardeningsoc@gmail.com
Sheila

Firstly I report on quite an easy har-
vest. Ours was finished in good 
weather on 1st September. It had rained 
hard on the previous Saturday of the 
Bank Holiday weekend which then 
spoilt the quality but most was good 
with very low drying costs this year. 
Rape was awful, malting barley aver-
age and wheat better than we hoped. 
Prices are helped by a weaker £ but 
are still not great because of good 
harvests elsewhere in the world.
When I was a child I was taken to the 
model village at Bourton-on-the-Wa-
ter. Only recently have I visited an-
other model landscape known as the 
Pendon Museum at Long Wittenham, 
Oxfordshire. For those of you who 
have not visited this world famous 
display and hold dear the history and 
landscape of the Vale of the White 
Horse I do commend a visit there. 
The same afternoon I also visited 
some lovely old churches nearby and 
climbed up to the Wittenham Clump 
to get a splendid view right back to our 
downs and the Childrey mast.
The museum was the brain child and 
life’s work of Roye England 1906-
1987, an Australian who came over 
aged 19 to patent an automatic control 
applied to his hobby of model rail-
ways and he never went back. In his 
early life he spent time at Wanborough 
before later moving to Steventon. He 
was especially struck by what he felt 
was the despoilment of our country-
side heritage in the name of progress. 
He bicycled everywhere with his cam-
era recording all the quaint old cot-
tages, thatched barns and farmsteads 
many of which have now disappeared. 
In the 30’s he began the intricate work 
with great accuracy of modelling what 
he saw to record these scenes for pos-
terity. He never owned a car and was 
said to have travelled 109,000 miles 
on his bike over 14 years and was 
familiar with every lane in the Vale; 
another passion was the railway.
One of his first models was of the old 
Calley Arms and also the shop in Up-
per Wanborough. Others that caught 
my eye were of a farmhouse beside 
Bodyhorse Lane at Hinton, scenes 

Dickie's Diary
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BBC Upcoming Meetings 
All welcome to join the now 
well established Bishopstone 
Book Club for our informal 
monthly meetings as follows:
Thursday 13th October - Kate At-
kinson A God in Ruins billed as 
her finest work to date
Mid November  (date to be confirmed) 
- Fiona Barton The Widow reviewed as 
a gripping psychological thriller.
It's a double whammy - you get to 
have a good read and then a great 
conversation. Come join us! 
Contact Cheryl 791 849

Thank you
I have observed that the hedge out-
side the cottage on the corner of Ic-
knield Way/Church Lane in Bishop-
stone, is now partly removed so the 
walk from the School, Village Hall, 
Pub etc towards the west end and 

in Bishopstone 
and Idstone of-
ten showing 
familiar scenes 
but with cot-
tages that have 
d i s a p p e a r e d . 
A granary now 
demolished is portrayed in front of 
Manor Farm, Ashbury. At Shriven-
ham there is a model of the former 
butcher’s shop, (now a pharmacy 
near the closed Lloyds bank) and his 
successors are still adding to his vi-
sion with work nearly completed of 
Cowleaze Farm and barns close to the 
railway outside Shrivenham. He could 
not help but model the old signal box 
which I remember on the former 
level crossing between Longcot and 
Knighton. Then at Fernham the tiny 
Hurdleman’s cottage is featured adja-
cent to the present village hall. There 
is also a good replica of Marcella Sey-
mour’s Britchcombe Farm under the 
lee of White Horse Hill. These scenes 
stretch right through to Culham in 

the east of the 
Vale showing 
bridges, streams 
and even col-
ourful gardens. 
A visit is sure 
to bring memo-
ries of a time 

when the pace of life was slower 
without the curse of busy roads.
The museum is open at weekends, 
every day over Bank Holiday week-
ends and on a number of Wednes-
days during school holidays. www.
pendonmuseum.com (You can check 
opening dates, times and prices 
online or via the information line 
on 01865 407 365.)

Richard Green

Whatleys Orchard is now much saf-
er  It used to be awful to get around 
the corner, nowhere to hide either 
side of the way and no sight, all we 
could do was wait, listen and then 
hurry around the corner, hoping 
no vehicle would show up.
Big thank you to the couple in the 
cottage for the excellent action 
toward village road safety.

Peter Svensson

Model of Hinton Village Hall 
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Wanborough Handbell Ringers 
New Team Members Needed

The Wanborough Handbell Ringers 
are eager to recruit new team members 
for the 2016 Christmas season. 
Practices are held every Sunday at 
2.00pm The Beanlands, Wanborough, 
7.30 - 9.00 pm  until just before Christ-
mas when we start our performances. 
Our music, is written in numbers, not 
staff notation, and is easy to learn.  No 

A Brief Farewell from 
Ian & Karin Thompson

Having lived in Hinton Parva for near-
ly 20 years, we decided late last year 
that the time had come to relocate to 
pastures new. This was partly to be 
nearer to essential facilities and less 
dependent on a car as we get inexora-
bly older, but also because we wanted 
to be closer to some more challenging 
hills while we might still have the abil-

Bishopstone with Hinton Parva
WI

7.30pm Thursday 13th October 
Bishopstone Village Hall

At the end of August a large group 
of members enjoyed a very relaxing 
morning aboard the Rose of Hun-
gerford on the Kennet and Avon Ca-
nal. This was followed by a lovely 
lunch at Cobbs Farm Shop restau-
rant followed by some enthusiastic 
shopping by some of our members, 
a great way to end the summer.
In September TWIGS hosted our An-
nual Birthday Party. We were given a 
very enjoyable tour of the gardens that 
provides people who experience men-
tal health problems a chance to partici-
pate in therapeutic activities to restore 
their confidence and self-esteem. This 
was followed by a very enjoyable 
Cream Tea in the Olive Tree Café.
Our Guest Speaker in October will 
be Cherry Warren. Cherry has been 
a dealer and probate valuer for 
over twenty years, she promises a 
lively and lavishly-illustrated jog 
through the romance of fine jew-
ellery over the past three centu-
ries or so. On the evening Cherry 
will also value items of jewellery.
We still have a few more addi-
tional events to enjoy before the 
end of the year, but our commit-
tee are already discussing possible 
visits and events for 2017.
We would love to see new faces at our 
meetings, come along and have a chat 
with us, our members come from sever-
al different villages and also Old Town 
and we are a very friendly bunch.
For more information please contact: 

Christina Petersen 07854 710 963

ity to climb them (Ian is a Cumbrian, 
Karin from the Scottish Highlands).
As we had no particular ties to Swin-
don and its environs, our respective 
offspring being scattered and estab-
lished in their own homes, we began 
to look around, progressively nar-
rowing our search to the Welsh bor-
der country. We eventually found a 
house in Hope near Welshpool that 
ticked (nearly) all of the boxes so 
we are emigrating and will have left 
Snowberry House by mid-Septem-
ber. Needless to say, it will be a huge 
wrench after so long in the village and 
in particular given our long-standing 
involvement with both Hinton Vil-
lage Hall and the Parish Council 
and the particular interest Karin has 
taken in the history of the Parish.
So, there’s now a vacancy for the 
Council to fill. And Hinton village hall 
badly needs a few new volunteer trus-
tees to look after this wonderful iconic 
building and community resource.
We will miss the wonderful land-
scape, only fully appreciated over the 
past four years or so since getting and 
walking (and occasionally losing) a 
dog, and feel privileged to have had 
the opportunity to live here and get to 
know this hidden corner of England. 
We will, however, be swapping the 
Ridgeway for the Offa’s Dyke Path!
We have been led to believe that 
65 is the new 45, so, on that note, 
we will in future be able to say 
that we live in hope in Hope.
Best wishes for the future,

Ian & Karin

The Bells of All Saints Church, 
Lyddington

Saturday 22nd October
10.00am – 12.00 noon

The church and tower will be open to 
visitors, and you are invited to come and 
view the results of all the recent work.
* Come and see the new and old bells
* Visit the new ringing gallery
* View the church from a completely 
different angle
Bring your cameras, and wear sensible 
shoes.
There is no charge but any donations to 
the Bells Project are always welcome.

Saturday 29th October – 2.30pm
Dedication Service of the new peal of 
church bells, and to give thanks for 
completion of repairs to the church 
tower.  Conducted by Rt Revd Mike 
Hill, Bishop of Bristol.
General ringing will follow the serv-
ice, and refreshments will be available 
in the Village Hall. If you plan to 
come along and join in the cel-
ebrations on this very special day, 
please could you let Fiona know?

 01793 790 546 
fiona@tilbrookhouse.co.uk.

Lyddington and Wanborough Bell 
Ringers Wanted
It is time to establish the new band 
of ringers. Have you ever thought 
about having a go at bell ringing? 
Or are you a lapsed ringer who is 
interested in returning to ringing? 
Do you live in Lyddington, Wanbor-
ough or one of the Benefice villages? 
Your help is needed now!
Learners ringing practices will start at 
Lyddington church soon, and we wel-
come learners of both sexes and from 
ages of about 9 or 10 years upwards. 
Please contact me for more details.
Tony Pullan

Tower Captain, Wanborough and 
Lyddington Ringers

01793 790 904 / 07745 011 788 
nickyandtonyp@gmail.com

musical experience is required.
Come along and have a go, or contact 
Nicky or Tony Pullan:  

01793 790 904  
nickyandtonyp@gmail.com
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TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions     Plastering      Plumbing
Landscaping        Tiling       Terracing
Roofing	 	 	 			Carpentry	 	 						Flooring
Kitchens              Bathrooms           Decorating

Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior

                

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Liddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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Dear Friends and Neighbours,
It seems a bit strange that the agricul-
tural harvest happens sometime after 
the academic harvest. But in any event 
they both underscore the notion that 
we reap what we sow; and yet we all 
know that life simply isn’t that clear-
cut. Results don’t simply depend on 
the amount of effort we put in. The ag-
ricultural year is very much dependant 
on the weather that accompanies it. 
School results depend as much on our 
giftedness, interest and talent as much 
as anything else and this has been 
reflected in our Olympic results too.
It is interesting to note that as Heli-
copter Parenting has increased (i.e. 
hovering over a child’s shoulder in 
every area of a child’s life all the way 
through to and sometimes including 
university) so too has the incidence of 
suicidal tendencies in our young peo-
ple. They are up 10% in the last twelve 
months alone. It has caused me to ask 
the question could the "Famous Five” 
books be written in this day and age? 
Harry Potter stories are as much about 
the relationships that Harry has, as the 
traditional theme of good over bad, and 

The Vicar’s Letter

Bishopstone Church Wardens’ 
Activities
The 5th September saw the success-
ful launch of the pilot scheme for a 
Benefice Office which aims to help 
the Vicar help us. Please make full 
use of the service, just call: 

01793 791 359 between 10:00 am 
and 12:30 pm to speak to a volunteer.
This period also saw our long serving 

CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 
        Sunday               2nd October    8.30am Holy Communion   Lyddington
           19th Sunday After Trinity     10.30am    Harvest & Family Communion  Bishopstone
                                 6.00pm    Evensong    Hinton Parva 

        Sunday               9th October             8.30am Holy Communion   Bishopstone
           20th Sunday After Trinity   10.30am        Harvest Family Communion   Wanborough 
                     (with scouts)
        6.00pm    Evensong    Lyddington

        Sunday             16th October              8.30am    Holy Communion    Wanborough
           21st Sunday After Trinity                10.30am Harvest & Family Communion  Lyddington
                                                                    6.00pm    Evensong    Hinton Parva

        Sunday              23rd October          10.30am  Family Communion   Hinton Parva
           22nd Sunday After Trinity                 6.00pm    Evensong    Wanborough
        Saturday          29th October     2.30pm  Dedication of New Bells   Lyddington

        Sunday              30th October          10.30am  Benefice Family Communion  Wanborough   
 4th Sunday Before Advent   
        Tuesday           1st November    7.00pm Faithful Departed   Wanborough
  All Saints' 

        Sunday               6th November  10.30am    Family Communion   Bishopstone  
              3rd Sunday Before Advent     4.00pm  All Souls'      Lyddington     

they certainly grab the imagination.
A lot of after school clubs and asso-
ciations have a performance element 
to them and boxing clubs for instance 
have a reputation for teaching poten-
tial tearaways the notion of self disci-
pline. But where do young people go 
to speak safely about issues that are 
uppermost in their minds? In my last 
parish, our young people used to con-
fide a lot of stuff with people that they 
had spent time getting to know in a 
relaxed informal environment. They 
were hungry for a different perspec-
tive from the known family line on a 
whole variety of topics and they were 
also able to discuss things with people 
of the same age, safely and without too 
much judgement. Negotiating skills 
certainly improved over time.
There is a significant gap between be-
ing satisfied by the x-box (other brands 
are available!) and pubbing and club-
bing, and we have an opportunity to 
bring in some significant expertise to 
develop something in our villages that 
might help to bridge that gap. I would 
be pleased to hear from anyone of any 
age (surrogate grandparents were a 
particular benefit in my last parish) 
that has the time and the interest in pro-

viding a safe space for our young folk 
to unwind from the pressures in their 
lives. Training and vetting through 
the Disclosure and Barring Service 
will be a part of the process too.
Please contact me. (Contact page 9)
to register your interest or to find out 
more. Bearing in mind that a number 
of these young people might well 
go on to own, work in or choose 
nursing homes for us in time to 
come, this has to be an investment 
worthy of our consideration!
With best wishes and prayers,

Bill
If you have anything that you would 
like our village prayer group to pray 
for please:

telephone - 790 088 or 
email - villageprayers@gmail.com
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Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
  October -  Maggie Gill & Jane Golding
  November -  Liz Warrick & Jane Matthews
  December -  Sarah Best & Jenny Isles
Many thanks to all those who have helped to keep our church cared for and 
clean. Karen Stevens 791 107 and Doreen Cooper 792  965 on standby if any-
one on the rota is unable to do their slot but always welcome more volunteers 
on the rota, if you or anyone you know might like to join us.

Sarah Bally 791 121 

Contacts     

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

The Churchwardens: St. Mary's
John Lowry             01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 01793 791 666 

R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Churchwardens: St. Swithun's
Tom Cripwell              01793 791 148 

tomcripwell@gmail.com
Emma Cripwell           01793 791 148         
    emma@angelpublicity.com
The Acting Secretary: Alan Taylor
Charlbury Cottage, Westend, 
Bishopstone, SN6 8PX

 01793 791 666 
R2attayloralan@aol.com

The Parish Safeguarding Officers: 
Jill White                01793 791 102

List of Other PCC Members:
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)

01793 790 103       
paulbailey86@btinternet.com

Doug Stevens              01793 791 107
doug1966@btinternet.com

Roz Boot            01793 790 508 
Sara Hall                     01793 791 202  
     thecourthouse@gmail.com

An Appreciation from Hinton
This is to say thank you to Margue-
rite Seward who has moved from 
Hinton to fresh fields. She came here 
some 13 years ago, and, with Colin 
and family became our good neigh-

Church Warden at St Swithun’s and 
PCC Secretary, Maguerite Seward’s 
departure from the parish. We wish 
her every success in her future en-
deavours but it would be remiss not 
to recognise her tremendous contribu-
tion to the social and religious fabric 
of us all, thank you Marguerite.
We have been made aware of con-
cern by some parishioners in respect 
of the burial that took place in Hin-
ton graveyard on 22nd August. Spe-
cific concern has been expressed as 
to how a gentleman, having no ap-
parent connection with the village, 
had been allowed to be buried in the 
small graveyard: it had never hap-
pened before (in living memory) and 
that it should not set a precedent. 
Clearly there is a legitimate expecta-
tion that the little space left in the Hin-
ton graveyard will be prioritised for 
residents of the village or those with 
an identifiable connection to it.
May I take this opportunity to state 
that neither the Vicar nor the PCC 
has, or intended to set a precedent. It 
is relatively rare for the Parish to re-
ceive a request to bury people without 
a well-known and visible connection 
to one of the villages. The agree-
ment to this burial occurred quickly 
and without consultation as it was ar-
ranged in the margins of the Vicar’s 
holiday (he took the enquiry from the 
undertaker while departing on holi-
day and held the funeral on the day 
he returned); and while there was no 
Churchwarden in place at St Swit-
hun’s to advise him. Thus a decision 
was made using the Vicar’s discre-
tion to organise the funeral and bur-
ial based on a recent and identifiable 
pastoral connection to the village.
For the future we do need to be aware 
that whatever their origins, the grave-

yards are now consecrated Church of 
England property and the Church will 
have the ultimate say on their use. 
There is also a legal requirement to 
bury those that die within the catch-
ment area of a particular graveyard 
even if they have no other legitimate 
connection to that parish (an unfor-
tunate tragic car accident could be 
such an example) should the relatives 
choose to exercise that right, or if 
there were no traceable relatives or if 
the deceased could not be identified or 
remained unclaimed. At its meeting on 
12th September, the PCC agreed that 
following burial entitlement policy 
for open graveyards in the Parish:
i Parishioners (including those on 
the church electoral roll) and oth-
ers who die in the parish have a 
right of burial in the churchyard, 
if there is space remaining.
ii Collectively, the incumbent, PCC 
and churchwardens may also grant 
permission for the burial of other 
persons at their discretion. As such, 
an extraordinary meeting of the PCC 
will be called to make that decision.
However, given that the concern 
expressed emanates from a lack of 
burial space, a situation which per-
tains to both St Mary’s and St Swit-
hun’s Churches your PCC has also 
set up a small group to examine the 
possibility of expanding capacity or 
consecrating another graveyard, or 
perhaps graveyards within the Par-
ish. The Group is due to report to the 
Annual meeting in April 2017.

John Lowry & Alan Taylor

bours.  As she had been much involved 
with her previous church at Froxfield, 
at once became an active member at 
St. Swithun's.  Starting off volunteer-
ing to be secretary of the PCC on Joy 
Ball's retirement, she also became 
church warden on my retirement, for 
which I was very grateful.  When 
Robin Cardwell also retired she took 
on much more of the responsibility of 
helping with parish work during the 
interregnum, added to this her mother 
became very ill, which meant many 
trips to Cricklade and hospital.
Much of her energy was also put 
into encouraging the children to take 
part in the Family Service and run-
ning Messy Church, as well as being 
a keen member of the choir.
She will be missed for so many rea-
sons but we wish her and Colin every 
happiness in their new home.

Toby Ford



10                               Village News October 2016

Educational grants for parish 
residents
Little Hinton Educational Founda-
tion is a village charity that makes 
grants to support the education of 
local young people, up to 25 years 
of age. For example, we might be 
able to help with the cost of buying 
books, computer equipment, soft-
ware and materials or we might pay 
for field trips or educational travel. 
In some situations, we can make do-
nations to support youth group ac-
tivities or to assist older applicants 
returning to education.
If you are a student at school, col-
lege or university, and live in this 
parish, or if you organise young 
people’s educational activities 
in the parish, and would benefit 
from a little financial help, please 
write and tell us what you need.
Write to: 
Mrs Valerie Brodin
The Coombs
Hinton Parva, SN4 0DH

3.00-5.00pm 
Friday 30th September 

Bishopstone Village Hall

Cakes homemade by Catie
Come along and have a delicious 
slice of cake and nice cup of tea.
Anyone who would like to 
bake or donate a cake would 
be very much appreciated.  
We raised £153.00 last year and 
are hoping to beat that this year so 
will need plenty of cake!
Please call Catie on 790 171 if you are 
able to help, we have lots of brilliant 
bakers in the village, or just come 
along on the day and support us 

Thank you from Catie

Everybody is invited to my 
Macmillan Afternoon Tea

Seasonal Flu season again!
If you are aged 65 and over you are 
automatically entitled to a free flu 
vaccination.  If you fall within any of 
the at risk groups, Diabetes, COPD, 
Chronic Heart Disease, Stroke, Im-
munocompromised and pregnant 
women you are also entitled to a free 
flu vaccine.  Don’t forget unpaid Car-

Hinton Coomb
We will be carrying out a programme 
of work at The Coombes between 
now and March, clearing small scrub 
(mainly thorn, rose and bramble) from 
the steep banks of the coombe and then 

burning it. The work won’t be particu-
larly strenuous but will involve work-
ing on steep slopes cutting scrub with 
loppers and dragging it down to the 
bottom of the valley to be burnt.  The 
sessions run on the second Sunday of 
the month from 10.00am to 12.30pm 
and tea, coffee and biscuits are provid-
ed along with all tools, gloves etc. We 
meet in the car park behind the village 
hall.  Volunteers would be helping to 
directly contribute to the diversity of 
this wonderful habitat by encourag-
ing an abundance of wildflowers and 
butterflies over the summer months.
The dates for this year are:
Sunday 9th October
Sunday 13th November
Sunday 11th December
Sunday 8th January
Sunday 12th February
Sunday 12th March
If you could ask people to contact me di-
rectly via the methods below if they are 
interested that would be great.
Thank you in advance,

Lorretta
Lorretta Waters
Area Ranger
National Trust
Wiltshire Landscape 
West Kennett Farm, West Kennett, 
Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1QF

01672 539 167
07792 034 532

http://wiltsrangersnt.wix.com/home

ers are eligible to a free flu vaccina-
tion.  If you are a registered patient 
at Ramsbury & Wanborough Surgery 
and fit into the above criteria, book 
your free flu vaccine.  Appointments 
available from late September.
Childhood nasal flu immunisations 
will start later in October.  All chil-
dren Age 2, 3 or 4 on 1st Septem-
ber 2016 will be eligible to receive 
this via their GP Surgery.  Clinics 
will be run on Saturday mornings 
starting late October.   In Wiltshire, 
School Years 1, 2 and 3 will receive 
this via their Primary School.
All patients Age 70 OR 78 on 1st 

September 2016 are currently being 
invited to attend for a free Shingles 
vaccination.  If you have been in-
vited please book your appointment 
as soon as possible.
Monthly Carers Coffee Afternoons 
starting at Ramsbury Surgery on Fri-
day 30th September 2.00pm - 3.30pm.  
We will have a guest speaker with 
refreshments at each session, it will 
be very informal.  All are welcome.
Ramsbury & Wanborough Surgery
Thank you

Alison Harrod

Recycle for Multiple Dystrophy!
Hinton Village Hall has just ac-
quired a recycling box which ena-
bles anyone in Bishopstone or Hin-
ton to de-clutter and to help raise 
funds for Muscular Dystrophy 
UK, the charity for people living 
with muscle-wasting conditions.
If you have any old and unused print-
er inks (toner or inkjet cartridges or 
drum units), please consider using our 
recycling box. Either donate when you 
are next in the hall, or through one of 
the village hall committee members. 
It’s for two very worthy causes: sup-
porting people with muscle-wasting 
conditions and saving the planet!
Thank you.

Karin Thompson
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of insect including some of our most 
colourful butterflies.  This may seem 
strange given the stinging power of 
the nettle but it is the presence of the 
stings that has allowed the relation-
ship with numerous insect species 
to develop. The stinging hairs of the 
nettle developed as a defence against 
grazing animals. So effective are they 
that few grazers, with the excep-
tion of goats and hungry sheep, will 
touch nettles when the stings are ac-
tive. This makes the ideal habitat for 
insects as there is little danger of 
the adult insects or larvae ending 
up in the stomach of a cow! Insects 
can also move between the spines 
without activating the sting.
The most notable nettle patch inhab-
itants are the small tortoiseshell and 
peacock butterfly larvae which feed 
in large groups hidden in silken tents 
at the top of the nettle stems.
Many nettle patches hold overwin-
tering aphids which swarm around 
the fresh spring growth and pro-
vide an early food source for la-
dybirds. These same aphids are 
eaten in large numbers by blue tits 
and other woodland birds agile 
enough to dart around the stems.
In late summer the huge quantity of 
seed produced provide a food source 
for many of our seed eating birds.
It can be seen that the nettle plays 
a very important role for both ru-
ral and urban wildlife - indeed some 
of the insect species such as the 
nettle weevil live only in the net-
tle patch. Hopefully we can start to 
look at the nettle patch in a differ-
ent light and pause a while to admire 
its effective survival strategy.
Also they make a delicious and 
nourishing soup. (anon)
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Nettles and Wildlife
The stinging nettle is one of the 
most important native plants for 
wildlife in the UK.
The nettle supports over 40 species 

The Royal Oak Diary
Apparently they’re trying out the new 
paint colours on the front of The True 
Heart currently, but since I walk down 
the High St very infrequently, I can’t 
yet pass comment. Mostly a stone 
white-ish front, and highlights in a 
rather sophisticated blue. And naming 
the place, I’ve had loads of sugges-
tions, some printable. Some revolving 
around acorns, some around nocturnal 
activities, some around pigs. I think 
however that we’re likely to call the 
whole place Helen Browning’s Royal 
Oak, although something to do with 
…Farm Hotel is also starting to chime. 
We’re waiting for some rather late per-
missions (a formality from the Coun-
cil, and a box somewhere that needs 
to be ticked by the Parish Council) 
before we are allowed to demolish the 
flat roof that effectively joined the two 
buildings, and get rid of the disgust-
ing asbestos sheets that sit atop part of 
the back lean to style 1950s design (or 
earlier). All under licence of course.
The rooms are being named after 
field names on the farm, which date 
back QUITE a long way—if any of 
you out there know why Edmunds is 
called Edmunds (ought to be easy), or 
cuckoo pen cuckoo pen, for example, 
where the new pond is, I’d love to hear 
from you. Did Starveall ever mean 
starve all? Ridge and Furrow—easy, 
as is The Valley. Ralphie’s?
In the leisure business that we try to 
run, it’s not all about bedrooms, beer 
and simple lovely food. Those of you 
with car interests know that we do the 
occasional track day, exclusively be-
tween us and our friends at super car 
dealers Maundrell at Letcombe Regis. 
We’ve secured a whole day for 30 
of us at Goodwood, the iconic track 
in Sussex. Perfect for yellow volvo 
estates, as you can imagine. I know 
one or two of you are interested—
note the change of date, for which I 
apologise—and it’ll be as previously 
stated £235 all in inc vat—but you 
might have to pay for lunch. We get 
exclusive use of the track (mind your 
manners), one of the great hospitality 
suites for light refreshments as they 

say, the viewing gallery on top of the 
pits, and a Goodwood’s chief instruc-
tor. All for that price. Oh yes, bring 
your own car. We and they can’t pro-
vide them. Let us know, or me direct on 
tim@helenbrowningorganics.co.uk 

payment up front for this one, please. 
Hope it doesn’t rain.
Time to remind you all of our lovely 
Chop House in Swindon, Wood St; 
now entering its sixth month of opera-
tion, how time flies, and from won-
dering if anyone would come through 
the door, we’ve probably served 
10,000 people on 35 seats, slightly 
reminiscent of the last supper I sup-
pose. Anyway, we’re in the process of 
buying the lease, making some altera-
tions to suit our style, adjusting the 
menu, and sailing on with more hard 
work. It’s simple food of guilty pleas-
ures, all from the farm; it’s as fast 
or as slow as you want it to be.
Mozzarella boys from Rome continue 
to struggle to make consistent cheese 
from our organic cows’ milk. Our 
style of farming, with cows enjoying 
lush grass in huge volumes every day, 
means the fat levels in the milk are 
way above anything they’ve previous-
ly encountered, hence variability in 
mozzarella quality. So all you’ve seen 
so far are samples. Which most of you 
appear to have enjoyed. Claudio, the 
boss, is often seen wandering through 
the village with his cheeses, and sev-
eral of you have seen him at your 
back door, and your front door 5 min-
utes later, as he gets used to the way
the houses are in this country.
We were in Italy ourselves a cou-
ple of weeks ago, talking to people 
at the University of Gastronomic 
Science about would-be chefs for 
our places. After just 5 minutes, a 
lovely American student announced 
she’d like to come over to ferment 
my organic vegetables. Was this in-
nuendo, or was she a vegetarian? 
Helen says I ought to find out.

TF
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Isn't it annoying when 
you go to the supermar-
ket and everything has 
been rearranged?  You 
can't find the coffee be-
cause some idiot has put 
it in aisle 13 instead of 4.  Oh dear, 
now it has happened here as we 
have a colour front page and some 
colour ads.  Hope you approve. 
The Benefice office opened at the be-
ginning of September and I received 
about seven different versions of the 
benefice church services, arghhh dou-
ble arghhh and triple grrrrrrrrrrrrr!  As 
my sub puts it so eloquently,  it got 
to a point when Linda-from-Wan-
borough and I started to plan to run 
away.  I do hope the ones printed on 
page 8 are correct, please don't blame 
me and fingers crossed everything 
will be organised for next month.
And another thing, I'm spending too 
much time saying good bye to peo-
ple, Marguerite, McCutchan and 

the Thompsons, all good eggs who 
have proved helpful, hard working 
members of the village up and left, 
it's like being in a Chekov play. 
I seem to have come down with a se-
vere attack of spring-cleaning, I've 
been fighting it off for 6 months but 
have finally sucombed, 3 cupboards 
and the space on top where I store jam 
jars are all sparkling, perhaps I should 
retire to bed with a hot whiskey 
and lemon until it goes away.

mogs
Advertising

The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee

And Almost Finally......
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 
website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or deliver to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

I’m delighted to tell you that this 
month’s update from a mantel-
piece somewhere near you will be a 
masterpiece. It will be interesting, 
witty and highly entertaining.
Well, that was the plan at 3.00am, when 
I was full of ideas and the words were 
chasing each other across my pillow. 
Unfortunately, when I woke at – well 
– some time after 3.00am, the words 
had run clean across my pillow, out of 
the window and are, by now, entertain-
ing the inhabitants of a small village 
somewhere in South Wales.
So, instead of a fabulous few min-
utes of flowing prose, you will have 
to make do with some thoughts on the 
nature and inconvenience of having a 
less than retentive memory.
Yesterday, I signed on with a local gym. 
This was either the ultimate example 
of hope triumphing over experience, 
or a case of wilful and selective for-
getfulness. Why would someone who 
has a habit of signing on with gyms, 
full of enthusiasm and hope for a fitter 
body and smaller dress size, but with 
a history of failing to attend said gyms 

more than once a month, repeat the 
mistake? Friends will tell you that the 
only exercise regime I’ve ever com-
mitted to involved the Pilates reform-
er – it’s testing, yes, but it’s basically 
exercise while sitting down.
Last week, I was really looking forward 
to the Bishopstone book group’s Sep-
tember meeting. I’d not only read the 
book, but had marked significant pas-
sages and was keen to hear what oth-
ers in the group had made of the book. 
As I headed to bed on Thursday, I had 
a nagging feeling that all was not well. 
Then I realised – rather than spend-
ing an evening at the Paralympics, 
I should have been at book group.
Some weeks ago, I went to a meet-
ing of – well, it doesn’t really matter 
what of. The important fact is that I 
knew as I went to the meeting that 
the former Chair had seen sense and 
headed for the hills. I knew that I re-
ally did not want to become the new 
Chair. So why did I come home and, 
rather shame-facedly, confess to my 
new-found role? As my long-suffering 
spouse asked, had I forgotten previous 
experiences of agreeing to take on a 

role that was billed as something and 
nothing really only to find that it was a 
permanent headache interspersed with 
short bursts of cat-herding?
Truth be told, I could fill several pages 
with news of my senior moments (and 
junior moments – for me, forgetful-
ness is nothing new, which is, to some 
extent, weirdly reassuring), but you 
get the gist. Besides, I’ve probably 
forgotten all the best stories.
One thing that I clearly remember 
is saying yes to one Mogs Boon and 
agreeing to pen around 600 words a 
month for this august publication. 
Once I’d learned the tyranny of the 
deadline, I made a mental note to hide 
from her should she ever head up the 
drive again. So why did I say yes to 
her very next request for assistance 
on the distribution front?
So, good readers, the message is clear 
– use a calendar, seek advice from 
friends before committing to anything 
and - most importantly of all – always 
say no to Ms Boon. Remember . . .

Mrs.  Mantelpiece
Well that's a relief, thought that being 
avoided was about personal hygene 
or borrowing money.

Exhausted of Hinton Parva

**********************
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