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for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva  scpiember 2016
Helping the Vicar help us — Launch of the Benefice Office

pilot scheme

Bill, our Vicar, was licensed by the
Bishop to divide his ministry be-
tween the Deanery and the Ben-
efice. During a normal week Bill
spends two days with the Deanery;
has one day off; and the remaining
four days works amongst the three
parishes that make up the Benefice
(Bishopstone with Hinton Parva,
Wanborough and Lyddington).

In order to take some pressure from
Bill and improve the smooth running
of the parishes, it was proposed by
your PCC back in late February, that
centralising the administration and
communication of the Church’s activ-
ities within a band of volunteers and
the provision of a consistent point of
contact would be a good idea. While
this idea emanates from within Bish-
opstone and Hinton Parva, its true
value is unlikely to be realised unless
such an office covers the whole of the
vicar’s activities within the Benefice.
The benefice office will be closely
monitored during its first few months
but perhaps this is a concept that
needs to evolve rather than big bang,
so it has been decided to pilot the
scheme for this end of the Benefice
from 5" September onwards.

What does it mean for you? The point
of contact for the Vicar, Church activ-
ities, notification of needs or requests
will not change - it is still Bill, but
if you ring him on 791 359 between
the hours of 10.00 am and 12.30 pm
on Monday to Friday you will speak

WWw bishopstoneandhintonp?

to one of the Benefice Office Volun-
teers. They will take your enquiry,
make the booking or arrangement,
put it in the diary and confirm back
with you that it has been done. Be-
hind the scenes the volunteers will
pass the communication and tasks
around the Church Officer network,
to make sure that those who have a
job or need to make arrangements are
informed and that the event occurs.

As the Benefice Office concept
evolves we hope to publish the vic-
ar’s church diary on the village web-
pages, with automatic updates as
bookings or arrangements are made.

A beautiful picture of the Ridgeway supplied by Anthony Burdall. His article

However, the pilot scheme’s launch
on 5™ September will be more mod-
est — volunteers will man the phone,
a paper diary and a computer when
one becomes available. Some pro-
cedures will be followed to preserve
confidentiality where necessary.

,_Please make full use of the service_|
| and help us to help you — call: |
01793 791 359
| between 10.00 am and 12.30 pm |
| to speak to a volunteer who will take |

your enquiry.
L
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Alan Taylor & John Lowry

about the Friends of the Ridgeway is on page 10.
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Sunday
15" Sunday After Trinity

Sunday
16" Sunday After Trinity

11* September

Sunday 18" September
17" Sunday After Trinity

19" Sunday After Trinity

B

4™ September

Sunday 25" September
18" Sunday After Trinity
Sunday 2" Qctober

CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE
8.30am Holy Communion Lyddington
10.30am Family Communion Bishopstone
6.00pm Evensong Hinton Parva
8.30am Holy Communion Bishopstone
10.30am Family commumion Wanborough
6.00pm Evensong Lyddington
8.30am Holy Communion Wanborough
10.30am Harvest & Family Service Lyddington
6.00pm Evensong Hinton Parva
10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving Service & lunch Hinton Parva
6.00pm Evensong Wanborough
8.30am Holy Communion Lyddington
10.30am Harvest & Family Service Bishopstone
6.00pm Evensong Hinton Parva
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The Vicoaw’s Letter

Dear Friends and Neighbours,

Where did the summer go? And so be-
gins a new academic year. Places that
we knew before the holiday season
may not be the same anymore, because
people have moved school, home or
year group; and yet this can be a time
of exciting opportunity. Talking of ex-
citing opportunities, a new craze in-
volving mobile phones and a kind of
electronic treasure hunt was launched
in recent weeks and it turns out that
St Andrew’s, Wanborough has been
rocketed into the current century.
It has been listed as a Pokémon Go
Gym. According to an article on this
new craze, it makes St Andrew’s one
of the coolest local places to go!

And I quote: But how do you know
where these PokéStops are in the rest
of the world so that you can plan your
travel accordingly? 1t turns out, In-
gress (an earlier version of the game)
plays a huge role in figuring that out.
Major players of the earlier game
contributed location data, or intel,
to an online database, populating a
worldwide map with various notable
locations. That's why Pokémon Go
already knows the coolest places for
you to check out in your local area,
accompanied with photos.Who would
have thought that the dear old Church
of England would have been referred

to in such glowing terms? This game
has been hailed as a significant ben-
efit to those of us gifted within the
Asperger’s Spectra and with Autism.

An unexpected gift that no one had
predicted. St Andrew’s was certainly
cool as we gathered to share the end
of another successful academic year
for Wanborough School and celebrat-
ed the treasured memories of pupils
who were about to move on in their
academic journey. St Mary’s, Bish-
opstone on the other hand was very
warm indeed when we held a simi-
lar service there. All were Joyful and
encouraging occasions and some of
the heartfelt comments made dur-
ing these services, spoke volumes in
terms of the affirming environments
that our schools work so hard to be.

The Olympics are well underway as
I write and these games represent the
culmination of a lot of hard work and
preparation. A huge part of any sport
is focused around a positive mental
attitude regardless of what might be
thrown at us. It is also an often for-
gotten aspect of the Christian life.
Our Bibles teach us 16 Rejoice al-
ways, 17 pray continually, 18 give
thanks in all circumstances, for this
is God's will for you in Christ Je-
sus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NI-
VUK). So despite the reminder at
Evensong that we are at times mis-

erable offenders, it doesn’t mean
that this is what we are called to be.
Sometimes giving thanks in all cir-
cumstances is a lot easier to say than
to do. Adam Peaty hated the bath up
until a few years ago and now he is
an Olympic Gold Medallist and world
record holder. Attitude was a sig-
nificant part in Adam’s journey and
his story will be a source of inspira-
tion and encouragement for many
of us. Jesus came to give us hope,
Joy and an attitude of gratitude. Pre-
cisely because we are made in the
image of God, hope, joy and thank-
fulness should come to us naturally.
Perhaps this is why it takes fewer
muscles to smile than to frown.
With best wishes and prayers,

Bill
If you have anything that you would
like our village prayer group to pray
for please:

telephone - 790 088 or
email - villageprayers@gmail.com
Bill

Church Wardens Bishopstone

St Mary’s Church has seen two wed-
dings and a christening. Services
there too have been better attended
than usual, which has been very en-
joyable. Emma and Tom Cripwell
have agreed to jointly fill the vacant
church warden position at St Swit-
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hun’s and the bees in the Church
have been removed by a specialist,
repairs to the roof are underway and
the churchyard has been tidied; all
of which is good news. Much of the
Church Wardens’ and Bill’s time has
been spent helping people to set up
the benefice Office and hence activi-
ties over the summer holidays have
been diverted to this important task.

We are all looking forward to seeing
as many of our fellow villagers at the
services in our churches and joining
us for coffee and biscuits after the
Family Services. Children are always
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welcome and are often asked to help
out during the services.
John Lowry & Alan Taylor

Jane McCutchan's Farewell Feast
Monday 12" September
6.00pm St Mary's Church
Bishopstone
Bishopstone has been my home for
15 years but I am moving on ... to

Cornwall.

Don't slip away quietly, you said, so
the bells will be ringing to invite you
to a Sharing Supper, before the PCC
meeting, to ask God's blessing and
say goodbye

0
%

On Sunday 17" July the festival of St Swithun was celebrated at Evensong.
John Godfree took the service beautifully and his sermon gave us many inter-
esting details on the life of St Swithun who was Bishop of Winchester Cathe-

dral and their patron Saint.

The flowers for our celebration looked fantastic arranged by Shirley, Lesley

and Mogs.

Refreshments were enjoyed after the service.

Marguerite

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

September - Chris Thomas & Gill May
October - Maggie Gill & Jane Golding
November - Liz Warrick & Jane Matthews
December - Sarah Best & Jenny Isles

Many thanks to all those who have helped to keep our church cared for and
clean. Karen Stevens 791 107 and Doreen Cooper 792 965 on standby if any-
one on the rota is unable to do their slot but always welcome more volunteers
on the rota, if you or anyone you know might like to join us.

Sarah Bally 791 121

Everyone is welcome. Please will
you bring a dish to pass, drinks will
be provided.
Thank you for everything.
For those of you who don't know McC
- we conspired to provide pig roast
harvest suppers and at a dizzy peak
produced a Son et Lumiére of the his-
tory of Bishopstone. But her greatest
achievement was the creation of the
ringing gallery at St. Mary's while
she was tower captain.

Jane & Editor

PCC Megting

7.30pm
Monday 12" September
St. Mary's
Bishopstone

Contacts
Any enquiries:
The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road,
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ
01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

The Churchwardens: St. Mary's
John Lowry 01793 790 271
john1000000@live.com
01793 791 666
R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Churchwardens: St. Swithun's
Tom Cripwell 01793 791 148
tomcripwell@gmail.com
Emma Cripwell 01793 791 148
emma@angelpublicity.com
The Acting Secretary: Alan Taylor
Charlbury Cottage, Westend,
Bishopstone, SN6 8PX
01793 791 666
R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Parish Safeguarding Officers:
Jill White 01793 791 102
Marguerite Seaward 01793 791 242

List of Other PCC Members:
Paul Bailey (Treasurer)

01793 790 103
paulbailey86@btinternet.com
Doug Stevens 01793 791 107
doug1966@btinternet.com
Marguerite Seaward 01793 791 242
colinspeedway@aol.com
01793 790 508
01793 791 202
thecourthouse@gmail.com

Alan Taylor

Roz Boot
Sara Hall



The Village Hall, Bishopstone - September

The hall is cleaned =~ Mondays 8.30 - 10.30am
Taekwondo Tuesdays 6™M, 131 201 & 27 7.00 - 8.00pm
Mobile Library Wednesdays 7% & 21% 10.00 - 10.55am
Mothers & Toddlers  Thursdays 8t 15t 227 & 29" 930 - 11.00am
School Thursdays 8™, 15%, 22M& 29" 3.15-4.15pm
Parish Council Monday 5t 5.00 -7.00pm
Gardening Society  Friday 9th 6.30 - 9.00pm
Flower Show Saturday 1om 8.00am - 5.00pm
Daily School Dinners (not holidays) Subject to bookings 11.45-1.00pm

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue
Tremlin or leave a message on the answerphone. During school holidays
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings. Cost for hiring the hall for a
full day is £55.

Hintow ParvarVillage Hall: September
Bridge Club Fridays 2nd, 9th, 16" & 234 7.00 - 10.00pm
Bridge for Beginners Wednesdays 7™, 14™ & 28™ 6.45 - 9.15 pm
Women's Institute  Thursday gth 7.00 - 9.30pm
Harvest Lunch Sunday 25t 12noon - 2.00pm
Bridge Tea Thursday 29™ 1.00 - 4.00pm

The Booking Secretary is Karin Thompson - 790 970
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Catering may be available
Free Parking

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Bridge for Beginnery
Hintonw Village Hall
The sessions will run from 7.00pm - 9.00pm (or a little later), with a mid-
session break (tea, coffee and biscuits will be available).

Learn to-play Bridge invavfun, friendly evwivonment
My name is Mike Baker and I am holding a class for new starters to bridge
on Wednesday evenings, commencing on the 7% September. It will be a
chance for new players to the game to build up basic bridge playing skills
and for individuals who have played a bit of bridge to go over their bidding
system. It will also be a chance to learn various card play techniques with
the emphasis on playing hands, from session one. No previous experience of
playing card games is necessary - just a willingness to try some-
thing new! Accredited teaching, using EBU recommended materials.

The good news is...The cost will be a total of £40 for the first 10 weeks tuition*.

If you are interested, please contact:
mikebaker753@gmail.com 01793 829 406 07855 345 866.

*  This may rise to £5 per lesson (£50 for each subsequent set of 10 lessons)
subject to numbers.
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Wanborough's Farmers' Market

Saturday 17" September
9.00am - noon
Wanborough Village Hall

(extra parking at the Harrow Inn)

Tracey's fresh vegetables and Hinton
Marsh Farm meat, Stainswick Farm's
Rapeseed Oil, cakes and pies from
Eve Beasley, local honey produced
by Ross Gregory, and plants from
Wanborough Herb Nursery.

For more information contact:
Sue and David Birley
01793 790 438

sbirley@gn.apg.org

Markets continue on the 3™ Saturday
of each month.

™ from the I September ™
| You can book a table af the |

WRBIsHoRSworol

- Qe Toam.

| It will be held on |

| Thursday 24t November |

6.00 - 8.00pm

| £10.00 per table. Please ensure |

|Tha‘r you book early to avoid|
disappointment as I try to allo-
cate justone table per product- |
type as this ensures that the

| fair is more interesting for its |
(and your) customers.

For more informationand to re- |
| serveyourspace,pleasecontact |
Chris Thomas 790 106
L littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk

TR B
Harvgst lsunch
Sunday 25™ Segptgmber
Noon for 12.30pm
Hinton Village Hall
Don't miss out, booking essential

Bring a drink
Telephone 791 171
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The New Calley Arms
It's a family affair

7 3

Family run Country pu5, serving freshly cooked
home-made food. With a number of local ales.
Children and dogs all welcome.

2 Ham Road
Upper Wanborough SN4 0DF
01793 790 615
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agricole

oil brokerage service

ORDER YOUR HEATING
OIL TOGETHER...

and save money!

Join Agricale Qil's “Daily Mind

Bulk-Buy Scheme’ or our

‘Wonthly Bulk-Buy Scheme’
B almlatis Recommend a
ton the 1% day of each ]

. ) friend and when
month) and reduce your

q < v 5 T il
heating oil bills today! they order with us,

yvou will receive a
Ring me hefore you £10 voucher
buy - Jeremy Cole

: for your next o
01954) /149452

arder with usl

www.heating-oil-prices.co.uk
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES
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Ded St

T FunpraL s

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

92 Ermin Steet
Stratton St.Margaret

Swindon
Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

24 hour service

2

o
Innovation

l L IT Support

Brought to you By James Matthews

Residential and Business
Onsite Support

« Computer Repairs

« Upgrades

- Networking

« Data Recovery
Microsoft
CERTIFIED

01793 541320

www.innovationitsupport.com




Bishopstone with Hinton Parva
WI

7.30pm Thursday 8" September
Hinton Parva Village Hall

Our Guest Speaker for September is
Louise Bird from the Youth Adven-
ture Trust. We are looking forward
to hearing about the good work that
this Trust undertakes for children. The
Members competition is 50 words on
your best adventure — 1 think we will
hear amazing accounts from some of
our very well-travelled ladies.
Alongside our monthly competition
that usually links to our speaker we
always have Bloom of the Month.
Each month our competition table
looks more colourful and fragrant
than the month before, it is always
lovely to be able to see what grows
best in different gardens and tends to
be a good talking point during tea.
We also have a Market Stall for Mem-
bers to sell any crafts that they may
enjoy making, the stall varies from
month to month depending on who
has been busy. July was a particu-
larly good month for surplus garden

produce; we often have cut flowers at
this time of year. Most months Greet-
ings cards are available, books, and
again depending on who has been
busy and the time of year, Jam, Mar-
malade and plant cuttings or seed-
lings, jewellery, and other hand sewn
gifts. 80% of the sale goes to the
Member and 20% to our WI.

Another very popular Sub-Group is
our Reading Group. This month we
are reading The Moon and Sixpence
by Somerset Maugham which was
first published in 1919. The book
has a very different and distinct style
of writing compared to more recent
books read by the group and will defi-
nitely provide plenty of discussion
and, as always, over tea and cake!
The committee are busy planning
more additional events to fill the year,
yet to come Swan Lake performed by
the Russian State Ballet, a Christmas
Crafts Afternoon and yes we are al-
ready planning our usual extremely
popular Christmas Meal.

We would love to see new faces at our
meetings, come along and have a chat
withus, ourmembers come from sever-

the Ridgeway Run is supporting.
For more information contact:

Ashbwry Mawket

Suwnday 11% September
11.00aw - 2.00pmwy
Come and support our local businesses! Stalls will be sell-
ing: Meat, Bread, Vegetables, Rapeseed Oil, Jam, Hon-
ey, Cakes, Goat's Cheese, Chutneys, Soaps, Jewellery,
Cards, Sand Art, Books, Gifts and morel!

Mine Ashbury Mowket
Saturday 24% September
8.00amv - 1.00pm
Supporting the Ridgeway Ruw event

Our regular Meat stall will be providing
a BBQ and selling their produce along-
side some of our other food stalls and
more! Come and support our local busi-
nesses and also the local charities that

Kate Watkins 01793 710 440
Kate_L_Watkins@hotmail.co.uk

In aid of Ashbury Pre-School (registered charity 1156122)
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Baby and Toddler Group
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al different villages and also Old Town
and we are a very friendly bunch.

For more information please contact:

Christina Petersen 07854 710 963

Wanborough Handbell Ringers
New members required

We are really short of team members,
and do need more people to join us
for the Christmas season to enable
the ringing to continue. Ringing at
this time of year is very Christmassy,
and is a fun, enjoyable hobby.
Practices every Sunday from:
25" September 7.30 - 9.00 pm
2 The Beanlands, Wanborough

and take place until early/mid Decem-
ber, when we start our performances.
Our music, is written in numbers, not
staff notation, and is easy to learn.
You could say it is ringing made
easy, a bit like painting by numbers,
but is actually ringing by numbers!
No musical experience is required,
starting with the easy tunes for a
few weeks and then progressing
as far as you are able.

Come along and have a go, or contact
Nicky or Tony Pullan:

01793 790 904
nickyandtonyp@gmail.com
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Bishopstone Village Hall

Every Thursday during Term Time

9.30 - 11.008m

A stay and play session £or families with children
Uhder 5. Join us for free play, art activies, snacks
and singing. A great Way tO meet new Friends.

Tor more info. Call Emma
076825 108 081

Follow us at

Wi, FaCebook.Ccomfrainbowbishopstone

L I I N I
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Painter & Decornator Primary Colours
| . .
| Dutercor/Externcor | .Pa'"tmg & Decorating
| \J | High quality interior & exterior work
| D o m \ Commercial & Domestic Premises
Rz City & Guilds Qualified
| oy |
\«\4} y Portfolio and References Available
| A | Competitive Rates, Work Guaranteed
' ~ for 2 years
| | e Free, no obligation Estimates
| Paul Bishop\ . | p
SN aul Booth
| 1 Manor View | Tel; 01793828 547 Mob: 07736 847 597
| Liddington ‘ www.primary-colours.co.uk
. Also find us on Dulux Select Site
| Free estimates 5 No VAT | www.dulux.co.uk/decorateprofile/primarycolours
‘ Telephone 01793 790 768 ‘
@7770 751 275 TRUST 7 -~
| | | & MARK Dulux £ AN
. est. since 1991 e SelectDecorators 52

TONS TEAW

Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire. SN4 ODP
Tel: 01793 791 148 Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email; tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions Plastering Plumbing
Landscaping Tiling Terracing
Roofing Carpentry Flooring
Kitchens Bathrooms Decorating
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Bishopstone (zardening Society

T, hursday 1 September, B&D Garden club are joining in with the White Horse Garden Club in Uffington to see
Jenny Steel, who will be speaking and showing slides on Making a Wildlife Garden. Jenny has a depth of knowledge
of wildlife and has made many appearances on TV programmes including BBC's, Gardener s World, Horizon, and Wild.
Please get in touch if you would like to car share, our telephone numbers are below. We’ll leave fiom Bishopstone
Village Hall at 7.00pm.

Bishopstone ¢ District Gardening Club Show

Saturday 10" September

Fruit, Flowers, Vegetables, Photographs, Domestic & Crafts. Please take a look because there are lots of categories
to choose from and not all of them require green fingers! Entries are open to anvone living within a 10-mile radius of

Bishopstone. 9
'.__. "I.""'F V@Wﬁﬁr

Bishopstone Village Hall will be open to stage entries between 8.00am and 10. 45am on the morning of the Show, after
which the Judges will need a bit of peace and quiet to concentrate on markmg'

L&}
'.__. - "I.""'F V%% V@Wﬁﬁr
Children’s Entries are free: \

We’re looking forward to seeing the hall decorated with their colourful pamtmgs entitled: Let’s go fly a kite
and their imaginations can go wild by building: My Dream House from Lego (thanks Matthew, for this su-
perb idea). For the seniors (12 — 18yrs) we’ve asked them to design six small Cup Cakes and we want them to
be creative with the icing — who knows what they’ll come up with!

Photography Section:

> Seasonal change ‘Two seasons’ (two photos of the same spot in two different seasons. Exhibitor to indicate which
seasons you have chosen.)

. .
> Plant or soil Texture(s) . - ] . \ﬁ
> Garden creepy-crawlies Vg ¥ YN v ]
> Fungi

> Nature’s plant pattern(s) '

Full Schedules and Entry Forms are free and available from:
Doreen Cooper 792 965; Chris Thomas 790 106; and Sheila Collins 790 358;

The village hall will then be open from 3.00pm for refreshments, raffle, presentations and auction of exhibits.
Admission is 30p. Children and Concessions 20p.

Please support the Village Show by coming along on the day; bring the children to see their work displayed and to
collect their prizes.

We meet at 7:30pm, second Wednesday of the month, unless otherwise stated, at Bishopstone Village Hall. Friendly
bunch of people, tea/coffee/biscuits, raffle. Newcomers most welcome!
Sheila
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SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

WWW.SWINDONSKI.CO.UK
enquires@swindonski.co.uk

lan Thomas 07778 807873

gf.}l CHARLOTTE BENTLEY

Fif L

into your favourite jeans again il
&

ﬁ S [elash Technician

Finch Hill f_-lf_':ilr'ﬁ:'fg.ﬁ'f
The City
Bishopstone SNG 8PR

e J HETRANER 01793 790 344
07786 992 598

Peter: 07832 193 362 or 790 785
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Friends of the Ridgeway
The Ridgeway — the oldest road in
Britain — is a trackway that provided
a reliable trading route from the
Dorset coast along the chalk Downs
to the Wash in Norfolk.

For at least 5,000
years travellers
have used this
road. Its history
can be seen in the
Bronze Age at
Uffington White
Horse, Avebury
stone circle and
later hill Iron Age
Hill forts. With
the collapse of the
Roman occupa-
tion, the road was
used by invading
Saxon and Viking
armies and later
by drovers, mov-
ing their livestock
from the West
Country and Wales to markets in Lon-
don. Originally the Ridgeway existed
as an informal series of tracks across
the chalk downs but with the Enclo-
sure Acts of 1750, the current path de-
veloped through the building of earth
banks and the planting of hedges. Part
of'this route was designated a National
Trail in 1972; the trail is 87 miles from
Overton Hill to Ivinghoe Beacon.
The Friends of the Ridgeway, a
voluntary organisation and regis-
tered charity, are committed to the
preservation in perpetuity of all as-

pects and features of the ancient

Ridgeway track-ways along the
chalk downs of Southern England,
and of their associated features,
monuments and access paths.

Recently, we have been successful in
a primary objec-
tive of banning
from the trail
recreational use
of motor vehi-
cles, particularly
off-road  motor
bikes and 4x4s.
Also we were
instrumental  in
the formation of

the  Ridgeway
Partnership  to
maintain the
trail.

However, the

Ridgeway is
under threat
again, this time
from reduc-
tion in grant funding. After vigor-
ous resistance, a proposal to re-
duce the current year’s grant by
50% was deferred, and the threat to
future year’s grants is very real.

Our efforts to protect The Ridgeway
against this and other threats
will be greatly \
strength - \
ened if we can
show that we
speak for a sub-
stantial mem-
bership. Also'
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we are keen to bring its benefits
and attractions to the attention of
as many people as we can. Hence,
new members are very welcome.

The Ridgeway is a wonderful resource
for all the communities that live along
its route as well as to the wider commus-
nity; this resource must be preserved
and protected for future generations
and its benefits brought to the attention
of as many people as possible.
Further information can be obtained
from :

Anthony Burdall, 2 Fernham Road,
Faringdon Oxfordshire SN7 7JY
01367 240 713 07841 352 938
anthony.burdall@burdall.net

Educational grants for parish
residents

Little Hinton Educational Founda-
tion is a village charity that makes
grants to support the education of
local young people, up to 25 years
of age. For example, we might be
able to help with the cost of buying
books, computer equipment, soft-
ware and materials or we might pay
for field trips or educational travel.
In some situations, we can make do-
nations to support youth group ac-
tivities or to assist older applicants
returning to education.

If you are a student at school, col-
lege or university, and live in this
parish, or if you organise young
people’s  educational  activities
in the parish, and would benefit
from a little financial help, please
write and tell us what you need.

Write to:

Mrs Valerie Brodin

The Coombs

Hinton Parva, SN4 0DH

Goddard, Coker and Edmonds
Educational Charity

This charity exists to assist peo-
ple under the age of 25, living
in Bishopstone for 12 months or
more, with the costs of books and
equipment for further education.

Those interested in  applying
for a grant should contact the
clerk to this charity, Alan Taylor:

R2attayloralan@aol.com or 791 666
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Amherst Contractors
N.D. ARB
A family run business - est. 1984

our specialist services

——————

Professmnal Tree
Surgery & Forestry
Logs supplied
Fencing
Vermin Control
Hard & Soft Landscaping—-
Ground Maintenance
Complete Lawn Services
Driveways, Paving,
Tarmac or Concrete efc.
lease do not hesitate to

enquire as we are in
any other fields of wo

Tel: 01793 772 268 /

.

BALl recveunc

Ambherst, Greatfield, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 BEQ

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

mamtenancefrepa:r service
[mowers, hedgecu!ﬂers
strimmers etc.

for the R:dgew,a y wﬂages

_.."_-

1o | New & 2 hand
’ a rden machmery for sale

Doug Ste veris &

01793 791 107
mqwerﬂxer@bfmfernet.cnm

- ¥

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

W B R -a..,:.,._

i
&

Comprehensive service
Qualified staff
Fully insured

* Pruning and Shaping
* Felling and Removal
* Hedge Cutting

+ Stump Grinding

+ Tree Planting

Free quotation and advice
Call lan Walding (N.C.Hort N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210
07971 566 880

Email:
treeman@iwalding.freeserve.co.uk

Pinewood

L Fencing

&

Fencing and Gate Specialists
A complete range of fencing, gates & decking

solutions to suit every garden and
environment

Telephone: 01793 523719
Mobile: 07763 399 515 or

e-mail:
lan@pinewoodfencing.com

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
, For a free quotation, please call |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| visit us at www. pinewoodfencing.com |



12

Dickie's Diary

A few Saturdays ago
I was asked to lead &
the Ridgeway Ram-
bling Group on a tour
round  Bishopstone. §
I had previously giv- [*
en a talk to them on W™ e
the Icknield Way. '
Round here it follows the spring
lines through our downland vil-
lages under the ridgeway. You may
not know that in early times it also
stretched from Abbotsbury in Dorset
to right over the Chilterns as far as
the North Norfolk coast.

I can well understand why this group
chose Bishopstone. Probably rather
inadequately I tried to sketch the past
and describe the present. Though not
actually recorded in the Domesday
Book it has been a special village
since the Middle Ages. At one time
the village would have been nearly
self supporting with indigenous fami-
lies with all the trading skills to cater
for life’s needs. Sheep would have
produced the wool for clothes lat-
terly made by John Povey, the taylor
at Sarsons, wheat from the farms and
flour from the mill (there are records
of four mills) was turned into bread
at the old bakery nearby. Where we
live at Glebe Cottage was reputed to
be an early pub so villagers had beer
with the barley malted at the Malt-
house close by and also in the High
Street. Milk and meat came from the
farms and there were two pounds, one
at Oxen Place with a slaughterhouse

and from 1803-1840 in

there (we think the sign by the mill-
pond is misspelt as “Oxon” by SBC)
and another at the Vorty (now Forty).
There were several blacksmiths, most
recently above the Village Hall and
also once in New Town Lane and
near Manor Farm. St Mary’s Church
stood as a focus point from the 12th
century for faith and matching and
dispatching. Before the New National
School was built in 1850, school chil-
dren were taught certainly from 1703

the Goddard’s Charity
School in part of the
Manor House which
was demolished before
Prebendal Farmhouse &%
was built in 1862. Sub- EEE

sequently many of the brick cottages
were built by the Church Commission-
ers, who owned all the land and were
responsible for the village water sup-
ply. Many of you will know that Bish-
opstone even had its own fire engine,
now on loan with its future being cur-
rently debated I believe. In one prac-
tice they excelled themselves and got
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to the fire before it had started!

If you are familiar with Thomas
Hardy’s novels such as the Mayor
of Casterbridge set not so far away
in Wessex and you walk round the
network of village paths round The
City and below the Mill and you
close your eyes allowing yourself
to be transported back 150 years to
those days, dwelling on the customs,
the rivalries, intrigues and changing
fortunes of the characters of that age
which Hardy paints so well, this
village seems to me to be so much
y like the villages of his Wessex.
One could even believe that a
skimmy ride could have occurred
here. This was the ultimate degra-
dation and very public ostracising
of perhaps an unlucky and fallen
| woman. But then, perhaps it is me

THE FORTY BISHOPSTONE

that is fantasying and who knows,

Bishopstone’s morals may have
risen above such Wessex practices!

Richard Green
(Top left - Povey's Shop in the High
Street, centre - The New Fire En-
gine, above - the Forties (Richard's
house on the right, photographs part
of Paul William's collection).

Food that tastes like it shouwld
Guwild of Fine Food Gold Winwwnwer
Handmade sausages, a flavour for every mood
Slow growing beef matured for 30 days

Matured chalk downland lamb
Free range Tamworth pork

Free range chicken

© O 0 © O O

Tel:

fiNY on MARsy

Home dry cured bacon & gammon

01793 790 308 www.hintonmarshfarm.co.uk.
Or visit us at the Farmers’ Market Wanborough or Swindon Outlet Village'
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Hhward, wimming :
DELICATESSEN Trigg
COFFEE SHOP s i i i o
& FOOD TO 60

Do you have any hidden
Treasures?

BUY OUR
HAMPERS
= ONLINE
WNW ELOBMFIELDEFINEFODD 80.UK

OPEN ALLDAY FOR
FRESH & HOMEMADE - | ror any oceasion

SANDWIU"B,BA(JM ;\R'I'ISM‘i CHEESES - OLI 'L-'L'S. . - )
D OTHE LocaLy . e s Anfiques Valuations

: COFFEES & TEAS-LOCALALE

SOURCED HOT & (OLD : : HOMEMADE CAKES - FRUIT with our professional
oD inaE & N IRE specialist valuers

SEASONAL FOUD . N

i Pippa Kidson-Trigg 01793 861 000
S Auction rooms midway
Highworth & Shrivenham
www.Kidsontrigg.co.uk

s o bl g o R e

FOOm TO &0 PRICELIST QMLINE AT W

Alfresco Childcare and Forest Preschool

Open through the summer, children of all ages welcome

Féte & Open Day
2.00pm Saturday 24 SEPtambaW

Tombola & raffle, cakes ice-creams,
Meet our local pigs
and our very own chickens!
Treasure hunt in the forest

Local businesses food & drink for sale

Meet staff and Rated ‘good’ in all areas by Ofsted (May
d hool 2014) “The nursery embraces the ‘Forest
WEW our N HFSEFH ana Prescihoo School' ethos and the children have access
4 to a wonderful outdoor area where they can
explore safely, choose from a variety of
exciting resources and use their imaginations
in their play.”

— ~" Bishopstone, Wiltshire SN6 8PW 01793 790 263
> near to Shrivenham, Ashbury, Wanborough & Bourton
www.alfrescochildcare.co.uk
engquiries®alfescochildcare.co.uk
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> We’re pleased to an-
&/ nounce the appointment
of Bishopstone’s Herr

Russell Hatch as Bierkellaruber-
meister at The Royal Oak: this re-
laxed accidental inventor, all round
good egg and scientist has a keen nose
for beer, and when he heard that the
undermentioned Kellarmeister was
struggling to keep the beer in peak
condition at all times, he volunteered
his services. In return for beer, of
course. And some Arkells’ headmas-
terly-like training. So a welcome sight
at the pub these days especially on a
Thursday morning is a bejacketed,
besafety spectacled Mr Hatch test-
ing the beers, cleaning the beer lines
and generally keeping better order
than has ever before been recorded.
This is exactly how a local pub should
work - getting the best customers to
do some of the leg work! The 3B is
now so clean it doesn’t taste like 3B
any more, according to Mr Hatch and
his drinking partners! (I'm not sure
why we’ve created a Germanic title
for this post - must be something to
do with Eastbrook’s regular trips to
Germany to visit their Wurstmeisters
and  Waurstfabrikenfuhrengeschafts-
mittel, or something like that. Beir-
kellargeschaftsfuhrer was one we
rolled around, for about two minutes,
until we stopped laughing).

And another odd thing - Mrs Finlay
at what used to be called Cues Bun-
galow, between Eastbrook office and
Danny Finch’s place in Cues Lane,
gave us a couple of her beautiful big
Italian blue pots to put on our deck
at The Royal Oak about eight years
ago. For reasons that I don’t recall, we
planted two fig trees in them. One of
them, the one on the right as you walk
in, was the victim of a drunken rob-
bery one night, when locals from East-
brook Cottage, long gone, thought it
would be fun to take one home with
them. Drink, and the weight of the pot
and plant, caused me to find it on its
side in the road the next morning. The
pot was badly damaged. We glued it

back together, and

ever since then,
back in its rightful ®.
position, the fig |
has struggled to |
get going. The oc-
casional flurry of a
dozen leaves, then
a strong wind and
they’ve all gone. §g
The one on the &%
left, however, has
taken us all by sur-
prise. I regularly fgs
go and talk to it, of a8
course, but even I |
have been amazed
at its emergence
into a very proper
tree - and even
more amazed that
this colossus is not found in the road
more often, since it has hugely out-
grown its pot. When the wind blows,
it’s like something out of the Ameri-
ca’s Cup. I have thought about tying
it to the decking, but realised that a
strong wind would probably take the
decking with it too. Well, imagine
my surprise when the Bierkellaru-
bermeister (above) and his bidey-in
(check your Aberdeenshire dialect)
took me out to have a close look at it
the other day. This fig has indeed out-
grown its pot - if you look at the deck,
two planks have been forced apart by
an enormous root that has driven down
thro the pot, thro the deck and into the
Cues Lane bank outside the pub. It’s
here for ever, folks. And this year it
threatens to produce some fruit. It
lends, we feel, a Mediterranean style
to Cues Lane, much to our surprise
and delight. Thank you, Mrs Finlay.

True Heart - main roof coming off
as I write this; more holes in the
back building as they remove the
render and watch the chalk rubble fall
out; as we take the place apart, ves-
tiges of old buildings, doorways and
botch jobs done over the past 200
years, start to appear. One of the up-
per walls, after a fire we think, was
effectively made of old rubber mat-
ting, batoned on to sealed up old
stable style doors. Some rather nice
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brick work over old arched doors
have been seen, and will be preserved.
Oh, what shall we call it? The Bish-
opstone Plaza? The Bishopstone Ho-
tel? The Bishopstone? Or simply The
Royal Oak? It’s so separate from the
Oak that I don’t feel it’s best call-
ing it that, but that’s a very personal
view. The nickname remains The
Pigsty, until someone creates some-
thing more suitable. There are and
will be lots of jobs in this burgeon-
ing Bishopstone hospitality business,
so tell people, and tell us, if you have
any good ideas. Recruiting now.

Tim Finney (Bierkellarmeister)

Pictured aboved Finney's fig trees,
in sickness and in health

Mobile Library

Wednesday 7" & 215 September
Bishopstone 9.55 - 10.25am
Hinton Church 10.35am
West Hinton Farm 10.50 - 11.00am

The Mobile Library will next be
in the villages on the above dates.
Wide range of books available, in-
cluding large print and children’s.

Coffee Morning
Whilst the mobile library is outside
Bishopstone Village Hall, indulge in a
cup of tea or coffee and catch up with
all the latest.

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

Ed
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Rose & Crown Inn
Arkell's Ales

A
We look forward to welcoming you
3, High Street, Ashbury, Oxfordshire

01793 710 222
www.roseandcrowninn.co.uk
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Dog Walking
& Sitting

T
'L

L
‘.‘ call 07813 465 844

........................................................

I L ol S

_ Grass cutting, Hedge Trimming, Small
-~ irees, Clearances, Garden Maintenance
H@?-&H@Eﬁ}iﬁg,-_-lr encing, Gates, Paths
’ ot & Paving

:f.#w“?yuﬂmﬁdm,- bookings or information
W Pfamé:_fgféphriqe h '

.~ James Robb 07563 599 991
TR e N T
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P8 Southern voice & Data
Telecoms & It Solutions
for Business

Keeping Your Business
Connected...

EDR

VolP Solutions
IP
Hosted Telephony Wi-Fi Networks
SIP Managed IT Solutions
Lines & Calls Disaster Recovery
Lease Lines Cloud Solutios
Business Mobiles Virtualisations
Telephone Systems

9 High Street, Highworth, Swindon SNE 7AG

T: 01793 863 450
E: sales@southemvoiceanddata.co.uk
W: www.southernvoiceanddata.co.uk

Austin

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

SPECIALISTS IN
OIL, GAS, LPG & WARM AIR HEATING
SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs / Installation
Landlord’s Certificates
Gas Safety Records

Tel: (01793) 536 871
Email: general@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
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Exhausted of Hinton Parva

On the way to Lydiard Park the other
day, I was excited to notice signs for
a Self Build and Renovation Centre.
Who knew that such a thing existed,
and so closely to hand? Now there’s
surely no excuse for the citizens of
Swindon to be less than fabulously
turned out. Need to lose a few pounds
— no problem; simply chose the shape
and size you prefer and build anew you
from scratch. Skin sagging and hair
lacking lustre — surely the Centre can
satisfy all your renovation needs?
Just around the corner from this fab-
ulous resource, a friendly-looking
woman was smiling from the un-
dergrowth, tempting my husband
to come and view his new office.
He hadn’t asked for the office, or
even realised that he needed one,
as he’s been happily working from
home for the last twenty years.

Have you noticed these adverts?
I'm not sure how long they’ve been
there, or why I happened to notice
them the other day. I suspect that for
most of us they simply fade into the

And Finally......

FarewellJoanandJohn &4
The Prices' have lived in #
Hinton for 56 years but
are now moving to Swin- & Rh
don to be near their family. ®
It will be a sad loss to us, we hope
that they will be happy in their new
home.

I would especially like to thank John
for ensuring that the church has been
open every day and also for organ-
ising, promptly and efficiently, the
newsletter deliveries in the village.
Welcome the New Team

Now, happily, Fiona McAnespie,
Esther Archer and Elizabeth Cooke
will be joining Toby Ford and Louie
Barnes to ensure that we still receive
our newsletters on time.

On to other matters. In the July edi-
tion I was moaning about the lack of
response to my enquires about col-
our ads. Lo and behold, one of the
advertisers, who didn't respond (he
knows who he is) approached me

background, as we’re constantly as-
saulted by calls on our attention and
time. Are we all too busy — or too
jaded — to look beyond our immedi-
ate lives? I ask because I'm increas-
ingly hearing that it’s nigh on impos-
sible to find volunteers to keep local
community events running, and that
there is less and less engagement with
the events that do take place.

In the last issue of this illustrious pub-
lication, we reported that the Hinton
flower show was abandoned through
lack of interest. An article about De-
mentia Friends, with an offer of an
hour-long session aimed at making our
community more dementia friendly,
prompted no response at all.

Recently, I was in a meeting listen-
ing to a young man expounding on
the best way to encourage people to
complete a questionnaire that he was
writing. He felt that young people
could be bribed with music credits.
For the more mature audience, tickets
for cream teas at a garden centre were
proposed. When I suggested that hang
gliding might prove equally popu-
lar with the oldies he looked aghast.

wa with Are we going to have a colour
L} fiont page then? Sonow, while I have
2| been out and about debt collecting -
L#® something I suspect the editor of the

Guardian doesn't have to do - I have
been making more enquires. It seems
that we have enough people willing
to pay for colour advertising to fill
two pages, so we only need about
four more and the scheme will be
viable. We may have a colour front
page soon, what will I put on it?
mogs
ADVERTISING
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to
fund the enterprise, is organised
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact her:
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or
telephone 07976 645 229.
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded. For people with small, one-off
advertisements there is a minimum fee
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We all assume — and in assuming, we
sometimes fail to anticipate reality.
It’s easy to assume that a lack of time
is what’s getting in the way of com-
munity events and volunteering — or
has the time of community simply
passed? Is ‘life’ getting in the way of
community or are the events that are
being offered just not appealing?
What would bring out the citizens
of Bishopstone and Hinton Parva?
Cream teas, music or hang gliding?
Or could we start a national trend
for eating scones aloft, accompanied
by a string quartet?
And if it’s Pokemon hunting you’re
after, I’'m reliably informed there
are a few hanging about the village;
I might even let you know where to
find them, given just a little bit of
encouragement . . .

Mrs. Mantelpiece

Bishopstone 100 club

August Winners
I 20 Rev. Bill O'Connell

st st s skeoske st st s skeoskeosie st sk seoskeoskesie sk sk sk

2nd 73 Adrian Dent
3rd 1 Gill May
Jo 790 485
of £1.00.

As to advertising on the village
website email: Andy Greenhalgh,
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon
Boon,  wizeoldboon@hotmail.com
The copy deadline is the 15" of the
month but please send large items
as early as possible. Don’t forget
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free
of charge to all households in
the two wvillages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will
be gratefully received by Angie.
ContacT

email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk
mail) or deliver to:

Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.

the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at:
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva



