
The Fête Raised 
£4,710.64 and Counting

Well, with all the work on attractions 
done and the fête offically opened, it 
went on to be a great success for 2017. 
What is the money used for? I asked. 
It's for our local churches. Why the 
Church in this day and age when many 
no longer bother and what is the real 
gain after the proceeds are counted? 
I think it is more than the money, al-
though that is clearly needed. It is the 
kind of inspiration we need  to be the 
faith community we are called to be in 
our Christian tradition - and have fun 
doing it. Few would relate it back to 

the young church in action when 
preserving Christ's teaching was 
first taken up as a communal 
goal.  I think the fête has the lit-
tle-realized and lofty sacramental 
dimension of using the broken 
bread of folks own time and en-
ergy to be co-creators with God 
to carry Faith on into the future. 
That the effort was made gave 
substance to the Church for the 
greater glory of God and that is 
the real gain.

(An impressed visitor from Oz.)
Huge thanks to Jo and Rob who 
ran such a wonderful campaign. 

Ed

A quote from small children (pictured 
above) who were quite noisy at the 
fête - when asked how much they had 
enjoyed it......Brilliant to infinity

Photographs of the fête will be scattered through-
out the newsletter and were taken by: Jonathon 
Boon; Sheila Collins; Tamsin Lambert; Bernard 
Phillips and Scilla Stack.  Thank you chaps.
For more comments turn to page 3. 



The New Calley Arms

2 Ham Road
Upper Wanborough SN4 0DF

01793 790 615

It's a family affair

Family run Country pub, serving freshly cooked 
home-made food. With a number of local ales. 

Children and dogs all welcome.
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Village fête  (continued)
Jo and Rob would like to thank all those that paid to get 
into the fête and hope a good time was had by all. As for 
those of you that didn’t pay at the gate, we would like to 
say a huge thank you, assuming that you were the ones set-
ting up your stalls and attractions. Your cooperation and 
good humour made it an enjoyable event to have here.
Our thanks also go out to the fantastic band of 
helpers leading up to and during the event, so 
many and much done, Thank You, including 
those that chose Meat Loaf over Cheesehouse on the day.
If anybody with photos or even videos would 
like to post on the Bishopstone and Hinton Par-
va Fete page on facebook that would be great, as 
we have no pictures of the day.

The Swire Ridgeway Arts Competition
The Friends of The Ridgeway have established this arts competition and prize, the aim of which is to bring The Ridge-
way to life not only as a long distance trail, but as an artistic inspiration. The first competition was held this year and it 
is hoped that it will be an annual event.  The overall winner was Susan Klemencic, for her mixed media piece, Views 
of the Ridgeway.  Other winnere were: written Work, Gill Learner The Oldest Road; sculpture, Sharon Rich The White 
Horse; photography, Anne Pagett The Long and Winding Road; painting, Lawrence David Ward The Ridgeway from 
Uffington Castle.



Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

The most pretty Hall around, and free parking .
Bookings Secretary Janet 791 391- Please leave a message if 
required
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Hinton Parva Village Hall  July
Bridge                     Friday       7th, 14th, 21st & 28th     7.00 - 10.00pm 
Parish Council     Monday     3rd                                      7.30pm
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The hall is cleaned      Mondays                                              8.30 - 10.30am
Taekwondo           Tuesdays         4th, 11th & 18th                7.00 - 8.00pm
Mothers & Toddlers    Thursdays       6th, 13th & 20th              9.30 - 11.00am
School            Thursdays       6th, 13th & 20th                         3.15 - 4.15pm
Coffee Morning           Wednesday     5th                       10.00 - 11.00am
WI                      Thursday       13th                7.00 - 9.30pm          
Daily School Dinners (not holidays) Subject to bookings      11.45 - 1.00pm            

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone 
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue 
Tremlin, or leave a message on the answerphone.  During school holidays 
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look 
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a 
full day is £55.
At  http://bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/bishopstonevillagehall/ you can 
find a link to more helpful information about the Hall and the terms and 
conditions of hire.

The Village Hall , Bishopstone - July

Community Connect
10.00am - noon
Saturday 1st July

Wanborough Village Hall
We will be serving Coffee/Tea and 
Cake/Biscuits. The refreshments 
are free and any donations received 
will be given to the local charity:

Swindon Hydrotherapy Pool.
If you are able, why not pop in and:
1. Bring with you your family and 
friends.
2. Enjoy some excellent home baking.
3. Support a local charity.

Contact 790 355

Monthly Coffee Mornings
10.00 - 11.00am

Wednesday 5th July
The Village Hall, Bishopstone

 Contact:    Doreen Cooper 792 965
                 Jane Manktelow 790 503

Bishopstone 100 club
June Winners

          1st  68 Tim Finney 
2nd 29 Carol Sarchet 

          3rd  48 Pam Deal
Jo 790 485

Hinton Parva Village Hall AGM - 5th June
The record will show that six members were re-elected to the Committee. 
The Chairman delivered an upbeat report on the last twelve months' activi-
ties. Bridge playing is our largest activity, and is often played on three days 
in any one week. The cosy atmosphere of the Hall is conducive to socialising 
and brings in many bookings for private parties, music, public company away 
days and local associations.
The slate roof is many years of age - no one is quite sure how many and may even 
be original. Wind and rain are taking their toll and the committee are looking to 
re-roof using some existing slates and some new slates.  It is hoped to appoint a 
contractor quite soon. This all takes money from our meagre reserves and will 
only be possible with the support of the Little Hinton Education Foundation 
and local donations.
This is our only social centre and it would be tremendous to see you and get 
involved. Our aim is to increase the Committee numbers - so come on down 
or contact Howard on 791 171. We only meet around four times each year, 
but social events need your help. The Hall was built as the Village School, so 
we are fortunate that the building was kept standing after it closed as a place 
of education in the 1930s .

New Bursaries for Educational 
Expenses
Little Hinton Educational Founda-
tion is pleased to offer bursaries of 
up to £300 each to help young people 
in our parish with expenses related to 
their education. 
If you are under 25, live in Hin-
ton Parva or Bishopstone, and need 
help with the cost of books, trav-
el, materials, equipment or other 
learning resources required for 
your academic, social or physical 
education, please get in touch.
We need to know your name, age, ad-
dress, where and what you are studying, 
and what costs you could use some help 
with. There are ten bursaries available 
for 2017 – first come, first served!
Write to:
Mrs Valerie Brodin
The Coombs
Hinton Parva
SN4 0DH



For more information contact:
Sue or David Birley: 

01793 790 438 
sbirley@gn.apg.org

Wanborough's Farmers' Market
9.00am - Noon

Saturday 15th July
Wanborough Village Hall 

High Street 
Lower Wanborough

The hall is in the High Street op-
posite the Harrow Inn where extra 
parking is available (please use the 
back of the car park).
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Dickie's Diary
In the last few weeks jihadists have 
killed and maimed innocent people 
in Manchester and London. Against 
this background of senseless terror, 
it seems rather trite and shallow to 
write about our own challenges and 
hates down on the farm in rural Vale 
of the White Horse. But, life must 
and will go on. Our crops are looking 
better for the welcome rain.
Number 1 challenge slugs and snails. I 
never used to have trouble at the farm 
growing vegetables but here in our 
cottage garden in Bishopstone they are 
a real nuisance. The saying goes sow 
and ye shall reap but I only get half 
of what I sow. I think the culprits are 
those little grey slugs that even seem 
to devastate lettuces, as well as carrots 
and parsnips. Also, several times we 
have collected garden snails from 3m 
up, chewing away at a new laburnum 
tree we have planted. On a visit to 
the impressive Forde Abbey gardens 
in Dorset I felt myself in empathy 
with the notice resemble not the slimy 
snail, who with his filth proclaims 

his trail. The only saving grace is 
we do have a visiting song thrush!
Number 2 is the scourge of TB in 
our cattle. Movement restrictions are 
now so tight that the major reasons 
for new infection must be from our 
wildlife. We have recently shot a deer 
that was badly infected with TB, and 
badgers are so increasingly preva-
lent. They are thriving too well with 
no predators. It is most sad that our 
neighbours at Eastbrook Farm, Bish-
opstone, have had to cull so many 
reactors to TB in their milking cows 
that their new grass-based herd on the 
downs has had to close down already 
because of insufficient numbers.
Number 3 is the rat - nobody’s friend. 
They have chewed away in our com-
bine, doing considerable damage de-
spite our spending a fortune on baiting 
them around the buildings.
Number 4 are squirrels. As a youth I 
remember climbing to a dray, putting 
my hand into their nest and being horri-
fied to discover these rat like creatures, 
so young their tails were then hairless. 
It is such a shame that they can do so 

much damage to trees because they 
are such agile, clean creatures. In the 
Millennium wood towards Idstone, off 
New Town Lane in Bishopstone many 
of the silver birch have lost their tops 
due to squirrel barking. Trees in my 
own woods have been similarly spoilt 
and a number are dying. I can ap-
plaud Countess Bathurst at Cirences-
ter Park, where they have significant 
woodland, who has, I believe, served 
roast squirrel at her dinner parties.

Richard Green
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A Day in the Life of a Small 
Builder - 7
Communication within a marriage 
is, so we are told, the key to success. 
Imagine then communicating with a 
Pole / Bulgarian / Romanian where 
English is limited and my Polish / 
Bulgarian / Romanian amounts to no 
more than a few words. In building, 
this can mean the difference between 
happiness and a nasty accident.
Why don’t you learn Polish then, Tom? 
I hear you say.
Ah, because ‘when in Rome….
Yes, a bit stubborn perhaps, but I 
know that if I were in another country 
for any length of time, then learning 
the language would be a priority and 
one I would undertake with relish; 
linguist that I am / long to be.
So how do we manage then? Well, 
here is my Polish (spelling completely 
phonetic):
Tatzka - Wheelbarrow
Gomma - Glue
Reigips - Rawl Plugs
Zobatz - Look
Chekai - Wait
Cordebah - S**t
Pojom - Level / spirit level?
Dobra - OK
Tak - Yes
Chesht - Hi
There are a few more, probably, but 
you get the picture. Words that the 
Poles seem not ever to be able to get 
are: enough, up, down, left, right, 
and anything to do with more than a 
few hours ahead. To get around the 
problem we use other words where 
there is no mental block, hand ges-
tures (both international, polite, and 
rude) even resorting to drawing (good 
tactics).
This is not so much my problem 
now as Marcel’s (more good tactics) 
because he is the one trying to com-
municate more in Polish than me – 
but he, as the name suggests, is half 
French. But communicate we do, and 
the building marriage continues with 
barely a cross word, much giggling 
and tolerance on all sides. Without 
this, particularly a sense of humour, 
life would be a great deal blander.

Recently, we were reduced to desper-
ate / nervous hysterics when remov-
ing a shower enclosure that we did 
not fit and which has never worked 
properly. The glass is 10mm thick 
and the hinges can’t take the weight 
of the door, which sags every few 
weeks (poor design). Finally, the 
owner had had enough and asked 
us to replace the entire shower en-
closure of not one shower, but 
two, in order to satisfy the tenant.
We tackled the first panel, the chan-
nel into which the glass is slotted was 
filled with silicone sealant (good prac-
tice) that we cut and levered but could 
not remove despite many colourful 
Polish words. When we eventually 
succeeded in getting it out, one of the 
wall tiles broke (more practice). Then 
we came to remove the door panel 
and this pulled the tiles from the wall. 
This was not surprising as some Mug-
wump (Boris and my mother use this 
word) had fixed them to the wall with 
finishing plaster (poor practice).
So, water off, all tiles off the wall, en-
closure out, PVA wall, shop for new 
tiles adhesive and grout, fix the tiles. 
Then - new grout, refit the shower 
valve riser and rose, and clean up. 
Next it was on to the other shower for 
the same again (good practice). Fortu-
nately, this was straightforward, within 
our quoted price and looks fab.
Keeping our workers happy is the 
most important marriage but we of-
ten have several more, none of which 
are straightforward. The first is with 
the client(s). Ideally there should be 
one, not two, and one giving the in-
structions but this is a delicate rela-
tionship of trust on both sides. The 
next is with the supplier who is cru-
cial to get the right product to site, at 
the right time, undamaged. But other 
marriages are sometimes relevant to 
a job such as the architect (another 
kind of practice), Structural Engi-
neer, etc. This group contribute to 
the completion of a job successfully, 
one we can put our name to. It ain’t 
called Tom’s Team for nothing.

Tom Cripwell
Sometimes wonder if  you'd rather be 
a writer, Tom?  Ed

School report
Soooooo we can safely tick 
off the school sleepover . . . all chil-
dren accounted for, renamed school 
awake over!!! Beaming parents deliv-
ered excited children back to school 
at 5.30pm where a night full of adven-
ture awaited .  . . team games, hotdogs 
and pasta, a Greek murder mystery to 
solve, disco lights and very loud music 
(thank you, Miss Pearson!!), as well 
as movie watching with hot chocolate 
and cookies.  A lot of shhhhhhhing 
later the children were asleep . . for 
a brief few hours before it was time 
in their opinion (was at least 5.30am) 
to be up again!  I have to say it was a 
huge amount of fun, the children were 
fantastic, and it has certainly created 
lots of lovely memories for us all. 
The year 5/6 children attended the 
annual Earth Summit at Coleshill 
Estate run by the National Trust.  
They explored the ways that we are 
impacting our environment with a 
focus on the wind turbines nearby, 
environmental waste, water usage 
(maximum time for a shower should 
be 4 minutes, and lots of telling off 
if you waste buckets of water, leav-
ing the tap running whilst brushing 
your teeth), and, finally, a look at 
organic produce that is grown there.
The beginning of term saw another 
trip, again aimed at the older children, 
which is called Junior Good Citizen 
– this involves the children looking 
at their behaviour, and just as impor-
tantly, looking at safety in the wider 
community.  This was a range of mini-
workshops ranging from railway line 
sense through to stranger danger.
Our younger children have been 
busy creating obstacle courses with a 
range of equipment – tyres, logs and 
crates showing creativity and fun.  
They are also busy preparing to take 
part in the singing festival based at 
the Wyvern in a few weeks time.
We are looking forward to more con-
tinuous sunshine, although that means 
much sun cream and hat wearing, and 
being able to get back on the island 
now that the bridge has been mended . 
. . lots of very excited children!!

Emma Linsay
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TOM’S TEAM
Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP

Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions     Plastering      Plumbing
Landscaping        Tiling       Terracing
Roofing	 	 	 			Carpentry	 	 						Flooring
Kitchens              Bathrooms           Decorating

Painter & Decorator
Interior/Exterior

                

Paul Bishop
1 Manor View
Lyddington     

Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
          07770 751 275

est. since 1991
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Dear Friends and Neighbours,
Many clergy colleagues had to rip up 
well prepared sermons celebrating the 
birthday of the Church, that is, Pente-
cost or Whitsun. Less than two hours 
before the strike of that particular mid-
night, horrific events took place on 
the streets of London. This happened 
within days of the Manchester attack 
and just like 9/11 nearly sixteen years 
before, we were shocked to the core. 
Thoughts, prayers, and a very deep 
sorrow were uppermost in our minds. 
When we think about the tales of twins 
knowing when their sibling is in some 
form of distress, even if they are not in 
the same room, perhaps we shouldn’t 
be too surprised. We are part of the 
human family with all of its diversity 
and it is our spirituality, that sense 
of connection to something bigger 
than the individual, which bonds us.
Our General Election has suddenly 

The Vicar’s Letter

Church Services in the Benefice 

         Sunday             2nd July             8.30am    Holy Communion    Lyddington            
   3rd Sunday after Trinity          10.30am     Family Communion    Bishopstone  
                6.00pm     Evensong     Wanborough  
        Wednesday        5th July           7.00pm     Midweek Communion                Wanborough Vicarage
         Sunday              9th July            8.30am    Holy Communion    Bishopstone 
 4th Sunday after Trinity          10.30am     Family Communion    Lyddington  
                6.00pm     Evensong     Hinton Parva
                  Wednesday      12th July             7.00pm     Midweek Communion               Wanborough Vicarage
         Sunday            16th July            8.30am     Holy Communion       Wanborough* 
 5th Sunday after Trinity          10.30am     Family Communion     Hinton Parva*
             6.00pm     Evensong     Lyddington
        Wednesday      19th June          7.00pm     Midweek Communion   Wanborough Vicarage
  

         Sunday            23rd July            8.30am    Holy Communion    Hinton Parva* 
 6th Sunday after Trinity        10.30am     Family Communion     Wanborough*
                                                6.00pm     Evensong     Bishopstone
        Wednesday      26th July          7.00pm     Midweek Communion   Wanborough Vicarage
                                                 Sunday          30th July        10.30am     Family Communion    Lyddington
 7th Sunday after Trinity, a fifth Sunday
         Sunday              6th August         8.30am    Holy Communion    Lyddington            
   8th Sunday after Trinity          10.30am     Family Communion    Bishopstone  
 Transfiguration of Our Lord   6.00pm     Evensong     Wanborough 
 
         * The 08.30am and 1030am services this month for Hinton Parva and Wanborough have been changed 

this month to allow a 10.30am Patronal service to take place for St Swithun, at St Swithun’s church in 
Hinton Parva on 16th July.

changed the political landscape and 
as the weeks of campaigning evolved, 
the initial certainty that seemed to ac-
company the calling of the election 
diminished to the point that we have a 
very different feel to our government 
now. A friend put a cartoon on Face-
book showing Winnie the Pooh taking 
a walk with Piglet, and the conversa-
tion went something along the follow-
ing lines. How did you vote? said Pooh. 
Cons said Piglet. I voted Labour said 
Pooh. Are we still friends? said Piglet. 
Yes...yes we’re still friends. said Pooh. 
Good said Piglet. Let’s celebrate.
The joy of this nation that some wish 
to destroy is our habit, if not our de-
sire, to understand difference and care 
for each other even if we are not in 
complete agreement with them. We 
are never asked who we voted for 
when visiting the doctor, the dentist 
or the hospital. A core member of the 
United Nations we try, both in word 

and in deed, to defend our ability and 
the ability of others to safeguard the 
dignity of everyone on this amazing 
planet of ours. We do this as part of a 
group, and, the more members we have 
in agreement, the greater the chance 
for things to improve. A number of 
medical journals have published 
articles on the positive difference 
that prayer can make to people.
Much of the research for these articles 
is based on teams of people praying for 
individuals. Likewise, while serving 
with the RNLI, I never found an athe-
ist on a sinking ship. There is no doubt 
that we are living in a world with a lot 
going on. There is also no doubt that 
prayer can be a force for good. Just as 
a number of people have given up on 
the ballot box and will be surprised at 
the influence of young voters on the 
General Election result, people who 
have never prayed before are often 
surprised when prayers are answered.
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Alan is busy studying to become your 
first port of call for all legal mat-
ters (and the legal wing of the PCC 
- ed)  so he, John and Emma have 
trusted me, Tom, to write this 
month’s progress report. Yikes.
The Church Fête was a great success 
from what we saw, and the feedback 
was excellent. All the Selbournes, the 
stall holders, the tea and cake makers 
and everyone who took part should 

Prayers
If you have anything that you would 
like our village prayer group to pray 
for please contact:

telephone - 790 088 or email - vil-
lageprayers@gmail.com

Bill

 
Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

  July  Liz Warwick & Jane Manktelow
  August Sarah Best & Jenny Isles
  September  Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett
  October  Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews

November   Karen Stevens & Sheila Collins
  December  Caroline Brandi & Gill White
Many thanks to all those who have helped to keep our church 
cared for and clean. We always welcome more volunteers on the 
rota, if you or anyone you know  might like to join us 
             Sarah Best 791 121

Church Wardens’ Activities

Contacts     

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

The Churchwardens: St. Mary's
John Lowry             01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Alan Taylor                 01793 791 666 

R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Churchwardens: St. Swithun's
Tom Cripwell              01793 791 148 

tomcripwell@gmail.com
Emma Cripwell           01793 791 148         
    emma@angelpublicity.com
Charlbury Cottage, Westend, 
Bishopstone, SN6 8PX

 01793 791 666 
R2attayloralan@aol.com

The Parish Safeguarding Officers: 
Jill White                01793 791 102

List of Other PCC Members:
Karen Stevens (Treasurer)

01793 791 107       
 kschurchview@gmail.comt

Doug Stevens              01793 791 107
                    doug@mowerfixer.co.uk 
Roz Boot            01793 790 508 
Sara Hall                     01793 791 202  
     thecourthouse@gmail.com

We have a number of opportunities 
to gather for prayer throughout the 
year, and our editors kindly include 
these times in our parish magazines. 
Just as the weight of numbers makes 
a difference to the work of the United 
Nations, so too, when we gather in 
prayer, we can and do make a differ-
ence. In 1914, Lord Kitchener had 
a famous poster which has a certain 
similarity to the hand used in adverts 
for the National Lottery; its catch-
phrase was Your country needs you. 
Given all that is happening in this 
beautiful nation of ours I have to say 
that the same is true of your prayers 
today, and I invite you to join us at 
any of our services in church, or at the 
Vicarage on a Wednesday evening.
With best wishes and prayers

Bill

give themselves a hearty pat on 
the back. The contribution to the 
Church is essential and the numbers 
were up on last year. It is an enor-
mous effort by all concerned and 
greatly appreciated – thank you 
all.
More importantly it brings our 
villages together and unites us 
as a community and this makes 
us strong. We all need friends in 
good, and difficult, times and the 
Fête is a great platform for this.
In terms of involvement with the 
PCC, we want to hear from you 
more. To this end, we need some 
volunteers, for no more than a 
couple of hours, for an interest-
ing enterprise. Sitting on my drive-
way is an impressive safe, which is 
destined for St. Swithun’s. It weighs 
about 300-400kg and we are planning 
to install it in the vestry to safeguard 
any valuables. Saturday 7th July, let us 
know on 791 148 if you can help.
If you have muscles aplenty, a trol-
ley on casters, a bossy demeanour 
,or simply want to come and laugh 
at us (but provide refreshments) you 
will be very welcome. If you don’t 
have any of these, you will still be 
very welcome. It needs to be moved 
from the gates and into the vestry, 
which will take some ingenuity, 
so the more hands the better.
In more good news, we have re-
ceived a generous donation for the 
fabric of St. Swithun’s by the Pugh 
family. Suggestions as to what 
to do with it are welcomed.

Tom

Picture above: Church Fête 2017 at 
Prebendal Farm, Bishopstone

PCC Meeting 
Monday 10th July

The Royal Oak, Bishopstone
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Bishopstone Gardening Society

Diary dates 
Tuesday 29th 
August: Two-
hour guided tour 
of Highgrove 

Royal Gardens, Tetbury. Places are 
now taken, but we do have names 
on a reserve list. If you would like 
to be added, please email Sarah 
and let her know. For those already 
booked, a coach will leave Bishop-
stone at 10.30am, and Wanborough at 
10.45am. Please bring your own picnic 
lunch as we will stop enroute. The tour 
starts at 1.20pm. Cost is £15 per per-
son. Sarah will email those on the list 
nearer the time with all the details.
Saturday 9th September: 
Bishopstone & District Gardening 
Club Show
A popular traditional Village Show 
with classes for fruit, vegetables, 
flowers, plants, and produce. There 
are also classes for arts, crafts, and 
photography, together with a chil-
dren's section. Bake a cake, make 
some chutney, show off those 
fancy dahlias, and vegetables, 
even the odd-shaped ones!
Children aged 4-7 and 8-11 can 
submit a form of artwork on the 
theme: Mini garden of dreams. 

Seniors aged 12 – 18 can submit any 
form of craft/art work, and/or design 
and bake 6  small cupcakes.
The five photographic themes this 
year are:
(1) *Kids having fun with water; 
(2) Specimen bloom single rose; 
(3) Contemplation; 
(4) A fly’s eye view; 
(5) Flight of the bumblebee. 
Apart from (2), subjects can be of 
a singular or plural theme. Photo-
graphs should be unmounted and 
should not exceed 5” x 7” (12.7 x 
17.78cms.)
*Always check that you have 
permission to take a photo.
Refreshments, Raffle and Auction, 
trophies and prizes to be won!

Speaker bookings are at Bishopstone 
Village Hall, open at 7.00 for 7.30pm 
start.

Membership subscriptions for 
2017:  £5 per person per annum or 
just come along on the evening and 
pay £2 on the door per person at 
speaker evenings. Tea/coffee/raffle. 
Newcomers most welcome!

Sheila & Sarah can both be contacted 
at:

banddgardeningsoc@gmail.com

Pimms on the Lawn
Sunday 2nd July, 4.00 – 7.00pm 

Hanger Park House, Hinton Parva
 A charitable event held by the B&D Garden Society in aid of 

the Wiltshire Air Ambulance Trust  (Charity No 1144097)

Come along and enjoy a quintessentially English cream tea in the 
sunshine. Stroll around beautiful gardens overlooking the Ridgeway 
and the Vale of White Horse; solve a fun garden-themed quiz while 
you wander, Pimms in hand!

£1.00 for B&D Garden Society members, otherwise entry fee: £2.00

The Garden Club were a very disappointed bunch on Wednesday 14th June 
when our speaker cancelled at the eleventh hour. Unfortunately, there wasn’t 
time to book anyone else and barely time to let everyone know. At least it was a 
lovely warm evening, so I guess many of you made the most of the opportunity 
to do some gardening.          A few of us wandered off in the di-
rection of the Royal Oak and had a natter over G&Ts.
Moving on to July, and something that’s got us motivated is our
charitable event.

Bishopstone with Hinton Parva WI
7.30pm Thursday 13th July 
Bishopstone Village Hall. 

This month’s event will be a Clay 
workshop evening with Ali Jones.
Our vibrant WI meets at Hinton Parva 
or Bishopstone Village Halls on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month. Doors open at 
7.00pm, the meeting starts at 7.30 and 
ends at 9.30. We have Guest Speakers 
on most dates ranging from Clay and 
Flower Workshops to Historical talks 
and Dancing. We also have an annual 
Flower and Handicraft Show.
We always look forward to welcom-
ing new members and visitors at our 
meetings.
Each month we have two fun com-
petitions: Bloom of the Month 
and a Speaker related competition, 
these are always popular, colour-
ful and interesting displays and 
provide a good talking point.
In addition to our monthly meetings we 
have an active Reading Group, an Art 
Appreciation Group, Theatre Trips and 
visits to other interesting venues.
Please do come along and meet our 
friendly members and have a chat over 
tea and cake.
For more information please contact 
our President, Maggie Simons on: 

01793 710 801 
www.ashbury.org.uk/womensinst.php

Sunday 16th July 
Buscot Park, Faringdon, 
Oxfordshire SN7 8BU 

Gates Open 12.00pm Starts 2.00pm
 • Camel Dressage • Camel Rides
 • Hawk Display • Mongolian 
Wrestling, Archery & Music 
• WAR Camel, the Lifelike Puppet • 
Sideshows • Stalls • Food & Drink 
• Camel Milk Ice-Creams

Car park £15 per car

Camel and Mongolian Day!
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Bottle man clearly does 
not read this column. 
Since I half exposed 
him in May, he's con-

tinued to drive me up the wall, as some 
of our customers have seen and heard. 
Apologies to those of you who have 
suffered my occasional profanity. If 
this practice of leaving two scrappy 
plastic bags of cheap empty whisky 
and wine bottles just inside our car 
park does not stop, I'll have to ask this 
ex employee to leave the village for 
good. Or, preferably, I will. I know 
how many of you enjoy this saga, so 
you're probably going to carry on do-
ing it even if he stops. Which seems 
unlikely. Since he can't read and has 
never been held up by the weekly re-
cycling lorry. Bright yellow, last time 
I looked. Quite large and noisy.
Now Donald Trump has declined our 
offer to visit the UK and Bishopstone 
( a separate Remaining republic as far 
as I can see)--even some of the older 
retired people in the village of 55+ 
have outed themselves as remainers-
-we thought we'd ask Mr Corbyn if 
he'd like to pop over, seeing as how 
he's so popular with the younger gen-
eration who don't seem to have any 
knowledge of the glories of nationali-
sation, or runs on the pound, or indeed 
whether it will affect the pound in 
your pocket. From this you can work 
out how old I am, of course. Anyway, 

so far, no response 
from the Corbyn, 
who still thinks he 
won the election ap-
parently. The glory of 
the Oak pre election 
hustings was the per-
formance again of Mr 
UKIP, who brought a 
very large spade, an-
nounced he'd like to 
take over from Paul 
Nuttall, and then 
proceeded to throw 
himself into a very 
large self dug hole. 
Very edifying all 
round. Sarah Church 
was a cool customer, 
however. I foresee 
great things for her.
Pig Racing day 
raised about £1500 
towards my new Fer-
rari, thanks, in case 
you're wondering. 
Enough twaddle. 
Life is the future, not 
the past, as my phil-
osophical adviser Dr Valerio Reale 
once told me (last Monday). Our di-
ary is thinning out, thanks be to God. 
The next major public item is our 
International, Intergalactic Crick-
et Supper, with Ashes hero Ashley 
Giles and BBC Radio 5Live's Pat 
Murphy. 28th June, 7.00pm onwards. 
Jokes, anecdotes, incorrect humour, 
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The Royal Oak Diary

Ashbury Market 
Ashbury Village Hall

11.00am - 1.00pm Sunday 9th July  
Come and support our local businesses!

Stalls will be selling: 

For more information contact: 
Kate Watkins 01793 710 440 Kate_L_Watkins@hotmail.co.uk

In aid of Ashbury Pre-School (registered charity 1156122)

organic fillet steaks, mung beans for 
the veggies, and I hope to sell lots 
of expensive beer. £50/head, this is 
not outrageous, there are 20 spaces 
left to fill. I'll put Pat in the smallest 
room, just so he can come out later 
and tell everyone, the room's so small 
I had to go outside just to change 
my mind...; it's the line he always 
uses at BBC expenses time.
On the cleaning front, I can confirm 
that Michelle is doing an amazing 
job keeping the rooms in the Bish-
opstone Intercontinental amazingly 
free of flies; one or two of her as-
sistants have fallen by the wayside 
as she powers through the place. 
There have been no further sightings 
of the missing Higgs Bosun particle 
since Kate Keller left. She knew it 
was interesting, that's why she never 
brushed the floor under table 5.
Hope we see you at some point

TF & HB
Top right International Pig Racing.
Louise, pig whisperer
Photographed by Tamsin Lambert

Meat, Bread, Milk,  Rapeseed Oil, Soaps, Chutneys, 
Jewellery,Vegetables, Jam, Cakes, Cards, Sand 
Art, Books, and Gifts
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Each month it takes five 
hours at most,
And guess what, there is a 
vacant post,
To edit the parish mag.
What does a person have to do?
When stepping in a literary  shoe?
Record village society?
They didn't tell me of the stress
of getting this damned thing to press,
Spaces left by deadlines missed,
I'm low on their priority's list,
And full of huge anxiety
They didn't tell of fun there'd be,
quarrelling with the PCC.
The lovely people I'd befriend
which all the horrid bits transcend, 
and dubious notoriety.
Now I have the greatest team,
to help fulfil a newshound dream

and curb my impropriety.
And it only takes five weeks a month

mogs 
Advertising

The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to 
fund the enterprise, is organised 
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact  her: 
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or  
telephone 07976 645 229. 
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded.  For people with small, one-off 
advertisements there is a minimum fee
of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village 
website email: Andy Greenhalgh, 
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon 
Boon, wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 

And Almost Finally......
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free 
of charge to all households in 
the two villages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will 
be gratefully received by Angie.
Contact 
email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk 
mail) or deliver to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

East, West, Home’s Best. Coined, I 
think, by Oliver Goldsmith sometime 
in the eighteenth century. Perhaps 
he’d been on a sailing holiday? I’ve 
just returned from one, but although 
I definitely enjoyed it, I’m hard 
pressed to work out why . . .
For starters, boats aren’t particularly 
spacious. Cabins resemble coffins 
with small porches, and getting into 
bed requires a high level of athleti-
cism, due to the lack of headroom. 
Getting out of bed is even more 
challenging, as it requires a sort of 
backward shuffle combined with a 
sideways somersault. Perhaps this is 
meant as a distraction from the fact 
that sleep is generally hard to come 
by anyway, due to the various groan-
ing, creaking, and knocking noises 
with which one is surrounded. I’m not 
prone to alarmism, but, when the hull 
next to my ear was being pounded by 
what appeared to be hundreds of tiny 
hammers, and the wind was howling 
outside, I was glad that I’d left my 
affairs in order before travelling.
On our first night, a girl on a neighbour-
ing boat fell into the water. She was 
quickly rescued, as were her 'phone 
and floating shoes, about which items 
she was most concerned. The cry went 

up for rice to dry out the 'phone. None 
could be found, but helpful souls on 
another boat offered up some desic-
cated coconut. I was hugely impressed 
to think that someone intended baking 
Madeleines on their holiday.
On our third night, I learned the 
shocking news that bow thrusters can 
be more of a hindrance than a help. 
(They’re found on larger boats and 
basically do what they say on the tin – 
thrust the bow). As we stood on a quay-
side in a beautiful sunny bay, address-
ing the knotty question of which local 
wine we preferred, we noticed a large 
number of men throwing bags ashore 
from a boat that seemed to be sitting 
low in the water. As we watched, it sat 
lower, and lower. Then a fireman ar-
rived with a large hose, which he used 
to good effect pumping water out of 
the sinking boat. A failure of the bow 
thrusters was to blame. When a sec-
ond boat left the bay describing attrac-
tive circles in the water, this time due 
to a fouled bow thruster on one side, I 
stopped feeling bow thruster envy.
The fourth day served up a rare 
treat in the form of the Bora winds. 
They’re a product of warm air meet-
ing cold water and they whipped up 
the waves a treat. Going below decks 
(aka downstairs) to make a cup of tea 
was similar to taking a few turns in a 

washing machine. They brought with 
them a fresh challenge; where origi-
nally we’d had too little wind to sail, 
we now had too much wind to sail.
In addition to learning some of the 
finer points of sailing, not to men-
tion mastering the half hitch knot, I 
also learned the error of my foreign 
language ways. Hitherto, I’ve always 
believed that the most useful word to 
know in any language was toilet. I 
now know that it is excellent. Toilets 
can always be found, by mime if 
necessary. Praising local delicacies, 
viewpoints and architecture is far 
more rewarding. (And can often re-
sult in a free glass of something 
highly alcoholic following a meal)
A surprise awaited me on my return to 
dry land, as I learned that those who 
don’t suffer from seasickness may well 
be afflicted by motion sickness when 
on terra firma. This seems not only very 
inconvenient, but very unfair.
So am I glad to be back? I don’t 
miss the cramped living space, toilet 
pumping, or potential to drown. I do 
miss the amazing scenery of the Dal-
matian coast, anchoring in beautiful 
bays for a swim and lunch, and laz-
ing on deck in the sunshine. And I ap-
pear to have brought the Bora winds 
home with me (sorry about that . . )

Mrs.  Mantelpiece

Exhausted of Hinton Parva

**********************
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