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Snowdrops:photographedby DavidWray, (right)
Primulas & cyclamen by Sheila Collins, (below)
Pictures for April Issue, Clouds or Young
Animals
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 Swire Rldgeway Ats Prlze
To encourage more people to experience the
creative inspiration offered by the Ridge-
way and its environment, prizes are be-
ing offered for works of painting, sculp-
ture, photography and writing (poetry or
prose), with separate prizes in each category
and an overall winner. The prizes will be
awarded at the Ridgeway Friends' Day on
Sunday 23" April, and worthy entries will
be exhibited during that weekend, at the
Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall, Uffington.

| The Ridgeway — the oldest road in Britain
. — with its wonderful views and its powerful
(continues page 3)

The above picture of the Ridgeway, Towards Uffington copyright Anna f b k .
Dillon - www.annadillon.com 0 r O I' Dred 1n n
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TIME FOR A NEW YOU? \/ NUTRITION
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Peter 07832 193 362 (now in Bourton)

www.yourbestweight.co. uk
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PEARCE FUNERAL SERVICES

Independent
and Family Owned

John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

92 Ermin Steet
Stratton St.Margaret

Swindon
Wiltshire SN3 4NN

01793 832 072
www.pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

24 hour service
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The New Calley firms

Family run Country pub, serving freshly cooked
home-made food. With a number of local ales.
Children and dogs all welcome.

2 Ham Road
Upper Wanborough SN4 0DF
01793 790 615

agricole

oil brokerage service

ORDER YOUR HEATING
OIL TOGETHER...

and save money!

Join Agricale Qil's “Daily Mind
Bulk-Buy Scheme’ or our
Wonthly Bulk-Buy Scheme’
g ) Recommend a
lon the 17 day of each ]
. ) friend and when
maonth) and reduce your

heating oil bills today! they order with us,

you will receive a
REing me betore you £10 voucher
buy - Jeremy Cole

: far your next oi
01954) 719452

arder with usl

www.heating-oil-prices.co.uk



Village News March 2017

TheVillage Hall:, Bishopstone - Marchv

The hall is cleaned = Mondays 8.30 - 10.30am
Taekwondo Tuesdays 7%, 14%h 215 & 28" 7.00 - 8.00pm
Mothers & Toddlers Thursdays 2", 9™ 16% 234 & 30" 9.30 - 11.00am
School Thursdays 2", 9™ 6%, 234 & 30"  3.15-4.15pm
Parish Council Monday 6™ 7.00 - 9.00pm
Mobile Library Wednesdays 8" & 22" 9.55 - 10.25am
Private Party Friday 24t 2.00pm - 12.00
Daily School Dinners (not holidays) Subject to bookings ~ 11.45 - 1.00pm

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue
Tremlin or leave a message on the answerphone. During school holidays
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings. Cost for hiring the hall for a
full day is £55.

At http://bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/bishopstonevillagehall/ you can
find a link to more helpful information about the Hall and the Terms and
conditions of Hire.

Hinton ParvarVillage Hall Mawch

Beginners' Bridge Wednesday 15, 8", 15, 227 & 29" 6.45 - 9.15 pm

Bridge Friday 3rd, 10™, 17, 24" & 315 7.00 - 10.00pm
Women Institute Thursday 9t 7.00 - 9 .30p.m
Gardening Society Thursday 16™ 7.00 - 9.00 p.m

Private Party
Private Party

Saturday 25
Sunday 26™

The most pretty Hall around and free parking .

Bookings Secretary Janet 791 391- Please leave a message if
required

£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Catering may be available
Free Parking

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

r Come and Join usl
| Beer and Skittles evening
| Friday, 24™ March

| The Village Hall, Bishopstone
| 7.00 - 11.00pm

If you wish to put in a team - or come along
| on the night and we will set up mixed teams

- —

|
|

| Tickets £8.00 including Ploughmans
please telephone Carol 791 453 "
L All profits to upgrading of the village ha
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(continued from front page)
atmosphere has always appealed to the
creative spark in artists and in all of us.
With this background, The Friends
of The Ridgeway have established an
annual arts competition and prize —
the Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize. The
aim of the competition is to bring The
Ridgeway to life not only as a long dis-
tance trail but as an artistic inspiration
showing aspects of The Ridgeway, at
any season. The theme is The Ridge-
way: history, ecology, and landscape
across the surrounding environs.

To enter, applicants should contact
The Friends of The Ridgeway, at
the address below. The closing date
for entries in 2017 is Monday 6™
March. As far as possible, all works
submitted will be exhibited as part
of the Ridgeway Friends Day, sub-
ject to availability of space and to the
Friends of the Ridgeway discretion.
The exhibition will be open to the pub-
lic on Saturday 22" April and Sunday
23" April from 10.00am - 5.00pm in
the Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall,
located in the centre of the beautiful
and historic rural village of Uffington
in the Vale of the White Horse.

Why not seek artistic inspiration
from the Ridgeway and then, through
the Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize,
share it with all those that love and
value the Ridgeway? Please come
along to view the exhibition.

Further information can be obtained
from:

Anthony Burdall, 2 Fernham Road,
Faringdon Oxfordshire SN7 7JY
01367 240 713 Mob : 07841 352 938
Email : anthony.burdall@burdall.net
www.ridgewayfriends.org.uk.Swire

Ridgeway Arts Prize,

= A . lp.
Fole Meglng
11.00am
Friday 10™ March
Prebendal Farm

Bishopstone
Es &




ADaynthe Life gf aSmall Builder

OK, you should be bored with my
stories by now so this month I want
to talk about you, my marvellous cus-
tomers. Specifically about the colours
of paint you choose.

Any building firm worth their salt
knows that 99% of the time, the
decision maker at home is of the
fairer sex. So, while Builders nod
politely to him, the notes we take
exclude his views almost entire-
ly and we listen most carefully to
her. This is sexist chaps, I know,
but it’s the way of the world.

The dreaded paint charts / swatches.
These innocuous little booklets have
the tiniest rectangles of colour, which
make imagining any of the options in
situ impossible. But these colour men-
us have an hypnotic effect on women
who go into overdrive and their in-
ner, interior design suddenly domi-
nates all proceedings. Woe betide
any man who interferes at this most
creative of times.

Whether it’s Farrow & Ball, The Paint
& Paper Library, Sandersons, Zoffa-
ny, Crown, Dulux, B&Q or Leyland,
she’s an expert or she needs to become
one, and now. The absurd names of
the paint add to the drama (Elephant’s
Breath, Setting Plaster), making the
mystery that is, paint colours.

We have painted a room three times
and charged each time (with no rel-
ish), we’ve used match pots, colour
charts, painted boards with dozens
of options and pinned them to the
wall. We’ve painted an entire bath-
room Shocking Pink and wallpapered
a football pitch on a bedroom wall.
Really, we have. And another bright
red with stars on the ceiling that glow
in the dark.

O1l or water-based, interior or exterior,
floor, kitchen, gloss, matt, eggshell,
satin, stain block, undercoat, primer,
primer undercoat, matt emulsion,
supercover, limewash, distemper,
mist coats, knotting, stain, varnish.
All these as well as all those col-
ours — arrrggghhh! The time, the ef-
fort, the infinite choices, the dithering
and indecision are my béte noire.

Taste is so personal that I try to avoid
getting involved in the colour choice
as, I suspect, do many of their other
halves. I would just paint it white is
the best I heard from a husband and
actually, it’s often a better result.
But as anyone selling a house knows;
bang for buck, the best money you
can spend when marketing your cas-
tle or semi is on decoration. From the
first impression that a freshly painted
front door makes, to neutral colours
designed to enlarge rooms and make
them brighter, this is one of the best
tricks of the trade. Hence the reason
for Magnolia or Brilliant White being
a developer’s favourite.
So, despite my whingeing ladies, you
are right to agonise and argue, pon-
tificate and peruse, test and detest.
It makes all the difference.

Tom Cripwell
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SWINDON & DISTRICT

Celebrates 50 years of volunteer-
ing locally

The charity based in Swindon town
centre is always looking for volun-
teers to help provide support to peo-
ple who are struggling to cope and
need someone to turn to. Local people
have been volunteering and providing
support for the community for half a
century. They have volunteers from
all over the area, including Wan-
borough, Ramsbury, Marlborough
and Devizes, not just Swindon —

We are Swindon & District Samari-
tans after all says Branch Direc-
tor Paul Bentley, who added, in the
past we’ve had volunteers from Hin-
ton and Bishopstone so it would be
good to re-kindle the links. If you
think that you might be interested in
learning listening skills and helping
people who need emotional support,
we would love to hear from you.

New volunteers take part in a selec-
tion process and then undertake a
comprehensive ten-week training
course, including mentoring, de-
livered by experienced Samaritans’
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branch volunteers. Samaritans’ train-
ing programme and mentoring fully
prepares new volunteers to take on
all aspects of Samaritans’ work. Sa-
maritans covers reasonable travel ex-
penses getting to and from the branch
so that volunteers aren’t out of pocket
as a result of the time they give.

The amount of time volunteers give
varies between branches. At Swin-
don branch, volunteers can ex-
pect to be on shift seven times in
eight weeks, which includes nights
and weekends; each shift is be-
tween 3 and 4.5 hours. In 2015 Sa-
maritans nationally answered more
than 5 million calls for help.

For more information, contact the
Swindon branch:

01793 512 490 (answerphone) or
email: swindon@samaritans.org
Samaritans helpline is free to call
from any 'phone on 116 123 and the
number will not appear on your phone
bill, or you can email jo@samaritans.
org or find the details for your local

branch at www.samaritans.org.

The Last Mobile Library

Wednesday 8™ March
Wednesday 22" March
Bishopstone 9.55 - 10.25am
Hinton Church 10.35am
West Hinton Farm 10.50 - 11.00am

The Mobile Library will next be in
the villages on the above dates. Wide
range of books available, including
large print and children’s.

Coffee Morning

Whilst the mobile library is outside
Bishopstone Village Hall, indulge in a
cup of tea or coffee and catch up with
all the latest.

Contact: Doreen Cooper 792 965

In future it appears that we have to go
to Park Library, Cavendish Square or
Covingham Library, St. Paul's Drive.

Bishopstone 100 club

February Winners
1t 74 Jim Ball
2" 94 Mary Ford
3 59 Hannah Ford
Jo 790 485
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JBishopstone Recipe Book - Reminder - Deadline 31" March -

Recipe Reminder!

After its sell-out concert
in Steam last November

The Village Hall Committee eagerly

awaits your contribution to the

Swindon Symphony Orchestra
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Also...

The children of Bishopstone Primary School are eager to help gather fam-
ily recipes in support of the village recipe book. Parents and Grandpar-

ents are being asked to share their
favourite recipes as part of a school
homework challenge. Junior pu-
pils will be standing by with cups
of tea and scanning equipment to
help those who would like to share
their recipe but do not want to risk
losing the original notes! It will
be a great opportunity for all to
share their skills and knowledge.

Everyone is invited to come
along to share their recipe ideas
at the Village Hall, Bishopstone

Bishopstone Recipe Book.

Please email a scanned pdf or Word
doc, in doc or docx format to
carolsarchet@hotmail.com
Tel: 791453

will be performing at
St. Joseph's College,
Ocotal Way,
7.30pm - Sunday 2" April

They will be playing:
Liszt's Symphonic Prelude
No 3 ("Les Preludes”)

Dohnanyi's Konzertstuck
(cellosolist Richard Jenkinson)

Tchaikovsky's 4t Symphony

Tickets: £10 Adults, £8
Concessions (free for accom-
panied children),

available from: members of
the orchestra, Central Library
www.swindonsymphonyorches-
tra.org.uk

Tuesday 7" March,- 3.15 - 4.30pm.
\ 'y D
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Rainbow

Baby and Toddler Group

Bishopstone Village Hall
Every Thursday during Term Time
9.30 - 11.00am
£2.50 per family, 1 session free

A stay and play session for families with Children
under 5. Join us for free play, art activies, snacks
and $inging. A great way t0 meet hew friends.

For more info. call Emma
07825 108 081

n Follow us at

fretps:/fwww.facebook.com/rainbowbishopstone

O !
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INNOVATION

James Matthews
Home and Business
Onsite IT Support

« Computer Repairs
» Networking

- Data Recovery

« CCTV Installations

CERTIFIED

Professional

01793 541320

www.innovationitsupport.com
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Dickie's Diary

Now that the Brexit process to leave the EU has begun there is a lot of work ahead unravelling the 47 years since we
joined in 1957. Stay with me as I exceed even Rip Van Winkle’s slumbers to emerge into a brave new world with a list
for what might be happening in two years’ time.

By this time the whole critical debate over tariffs or a free market should be clearer. Leaving aside the tariff issue the
EU is likely to maintain its quality, health and welfare standards for exporters to match if they want to do business.
Equally, we in the UK want to be protected by our own standards from imports of lower quality that might swamp
our markets here. An example is that our beef is raised free of hormones whilst the USA permits their use.

As we see our current agri support package (BPS) begin to be halved we are hoping commodity prices will
take up the slack and rise. Currency movements are key here, however, against all the forecasts, stirling could
strengthen if the British economy continues to surge ahead to frustrate market increases, leaving us the poorer.
When New Zealand abandoned agri subsidies there was initially hardship, but their agri economy is now
sound; critically, they had a government that supported their agri industry in lifting regulations, control-
ling bovine TB, and helping exports. Let us hope that our agricultural voice is not sacrificed on the altar of
expediency elsewhere. Regulations which are unpopular here that might be rescinded to help us include:

the planned review in the EU to ban the use of one of our most useful herbicides, glyphosate, marketed as Roundup,
hopefully decides to extend its license beyond 2018. This would be very welcome news allowing farmers to carry on
controlling invasive grass weeds before planting their crops. At present farmers are not allowed to spread manures dur-
ing a frosty spell, or in October when there would be least damage to soil structures. Similarly hedge cutting cannot
begin until October by which time arable land starts to get wet. Changes here would help stop damage to soils. Some
livestock enterprises, and vegetable and fruit growers, are desperate for foreign workers to be able to still come here
from the poorer EU countries, as they seem unable to recruit English workers to perform some of the jobs. Currently
there is an imposed rule that for biodiversity all farmers must grow three different crops each year. This is fine for the
big boys but very awkward if you only have a small farm, and it is hoped this requirement will be a casualty of Brexit.
Free from the EU, we might wish to license genetically modified crops here with genes transferred to seeds that protect
crops from disease reducing our reliance on crop chemicals. Twenty years of use in the USA have not caused prob-
lems. There are many others that have come from the EU. We are not even allowed to shoot pigeons or rooks unless
we have done a risk assessment!

Crossword NO |

Richard Green

8 The night before (3)

9 Caught in fine time (3)

10 Publishing errur [...] (3)

12 An enemy of the bottle man [INT] (2)

14 ...is not amused (3)

15 Posh game in GPO loses parcel (4)

17 (& 18 down) Watering hole concealed a king (5 &
3)

19 Leave and don't stop (2)

21 Tell tales on one's arrival [INT] (3)

22 Like the Tardis now you see them, now you don't (6)

Down

1 The music of the night (8)

2 Leap head first into unpleasant hostelry (4)

3 Naughty local thespians [INT] (4)

4 The BBC has it all sewn up (4)

5 One small fatherly helper (2)

7 Nowadays replaced by email but still in them (7)
11 Our green valleys (6)

13 Mixed up fathers take a Bath (3)

Crossword Clues 16 Popular internet parlance for a different generation
Across €))
1 She's the cat in charge (2) 18 See 17 across

4 A velvet snooze (3) 20 A wizard who lives Down Under (2)
6 Where our merry peasants live (7) (Answers on p10)
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1 Manor View *
Liddington
Free estimates, No VAT
Telephone 01793 790 768
For further information contact Luiza

07770 751 275
_ 07541956 179 01793 790 265
est. since 1991 www.luizastaniec.co.uk

Small groups and 1 - 2 -1 sessions
All ages and singing skills
Every week, Hinton Parva
Very friendly atmosphere and great fun

|

|

|

|

|

‘
Paul Bishop\ \ |
|

|

|

|

|

TONS TEAW

Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire. SN4 ODP
Tel: 01793 791 148 Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email; tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions Plastering Plumbing
Landscaping Tiling Terracing
Roofing Carpentry Flooring

Kitchens Bathrooms Decorating
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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE
Wednesday 1 March 7.00pm  Ash Wednesday Midweek Communion Wanborough
Sunday 5™ March 8.30am Holy Communion Lyddington
1*t Sunday of Lent 10.30am  Family Communion Bishopstone
6.00pm Evensong Hinton Parva
Wednesday 8" March 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 12" March 8.30am Holy Communion Bishopstone
2" Sunday of Lent 10.30am  Family Communion Wanborough
6.00pm Evensong Lyddington
Wednesday 15" March 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 19" March 8.30am Holy Communion Wanborough
3™ Sunday of Lent 10.30am  Family Communion Hinton Parva
Wednesday 22" March 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 26" March 10.30am  Benefice Family Communion Lyddington
4" Sunday of Lent 6.00pm Evensong Wanborough
& Mothering Sunday
Wednesday 29" March 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 2" April 8.30am Holy Communion Lyddington
5% Sunday of Lent 10.30am Family Communion Bishopstone
6.00pm Evensong Hinton Parva
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The Vicow'y Letter

Dear Friends and Neighbours,

While on a recent trip to Devon I vis-
ited a town that was significant both in
my growing up and in the upbringing
of my children. At the tender age of
sixteen I left home and discovered a
fair bit more about life for myself in
the North Devon town of Barnstaple.
The church where I used to go to Mass
on my own is in danger of falling
down and some of the pubs and clubs
that I used visit have been renamed
or repurposed. It then dawned on me
that all of this took place some forty
years ago. While attending a mid-
week Communion Service in Taun-
ton I was informed that there was a
group I could bring my grandchildren
to the next day. So now I know that I
look old enough to be a grandfather!
This has not been a good week.
While all around is changing, if not
getting older, the one thing that is
constant is God’s love of each and
every one of us. So easy for me to say,
but like finding someone to spend the
rest of our lives with, we will never
know how or indeed if this is pos-
sible unless we get brave and try to

find out. There have been all sorts
of courses over the years, the most
known of these is perhaps the Alpha
course. All rely on getting together
with a number of other people, to
learn and to share, for no one is a fam-
ily on their own. Every Wednesday
evening we meet at mine for Com-
munion and this is followed by a glass
of wine and a chat. We’ve talked and
shared about so many aspects of our
faith, both out of casual interest and
because of the informality of it all.

Lent too has a tradition of people get-
ting together. Sometimes over soup,
sometimes for other reasons but al-
ways in an effort to appreciate what
we have, and perhaps share some-
thing of that with those less fortunate.
Lent is also about pausing and think-
ing about being the best that we can
be. In the same way as we’ll never
know how good we are at playing
the saxophone until we give it a try,
we will never know how to be at our
very best until we understand who we
were originally designed to be. Not
all of us are called to be saxophonists
but we are all called with a purpose
that no one else can fulfil. When my
car goes in for a service it receives

the latest software updates from the
manufacturers, as do our mobile
phones, tablets and other computers.
And on a regular basis.

For the Christian we get our up-
dates through prayer, with others
and alone, through our reading of
the Bible and by encouraging each
other though conversations and learn-
ing together. Journeys is a five week
course that seeks to explore our faith
through the videoed stories of others.
The titles for each week are:

1) Is There a Spiritual Side to Me?

2) If God and Heaven Exist, What are
They Like?

3) Does This Faith Thing Work in
Real Life?

4) Does God Have real Power to
Change Things?

5) Crossing the Line — What’s That
like?

During Lent and beginning on the 8"
March we will be playing these DVD’s
on Wednesday evenings at mine at
7.00pm, and you are very welcome to
joinus, however old or young you feel.
Here’s looking forward to Easter!
With best wishes and prayers

Bill



Village News March 2017

Church Wardens’ Activities for January and February

In addition to normal business, much
of this month has been spent look-
ing at the future of the Benefice Of-
fice scheme — you will recall that a
pilot scheme of a prospective office
is currently running and we have in-
vited Wanborough and Lyddington
to consider joining the scheme.

Some people have quite reasonably
asked why we need such an office?
The answer is quite straightforward -
during the vacancy one of the lessons
that we declared to the Diocese that
we had learnt, was that it was more
efficient when we four villages oper-
ated as a united benefice. Then, when
the new vicar arrived, we reverted to
operating as three separate parishes.
This increased the administrative and
integration burden on the vicar. This
increase, combined with only being
awarded 0.7 of the new vicar’s time
when he was appointed (the rest goes
to work in the Swindon Deanery), led
to the suggestion, in February 2016,
that one of the best ways on maxim-
ising the usefulness of that reduced
time was to lift away some of the
administrative burden from him.

Set out below is a report from Roz
Boot, the current office coordinator, as
to where we are:

The Benefice Office was set up ini-
tially to help Bill with his tremen-
dous workload and free up his time
between 10.00am to 12.30pm Mon-
day to Friday to enable him to get on
with his many duties.

So, all calls that Bill would normally
get during that period, come through
to the office automatically, and
are dealt with by us.

Bill makes up the diary every week,
to cover a fortnight, of all things
concerning the four churches in
the Benefice (Weddings, Baptisms,
Funerals etc.)

All paperwork, diary, forms etc are
kept safely in the office at all times,
to ensure confidentiality.

Jane (McCutchan), who introduced
this concept, ensured that all four
villages were made aware of it, and
John and Susan Lowry very kindly
offered office space in their home for
this to happen. This is not anything
new, there are similar schemes going
on all across the country, born out of
the need to help vicars who seem to
get more and more pastoral work to
cope with.

Training to work with the office is
not hard, everyone that I know can
answer a telephone, the rest is
common sense.

Bill has the confidence of knowing
his 'phone is manned throughout the
working week by people like us, who
are happy to give up time to help him
any way we can.

What we need is a thirty hour day/ten
day week!

So please use the office in the full
knowledge that if you call the vicar’s
number (01793 791 359) between
10.00 and 12.30 Monday through to

L J
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Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

March Karen Stevens & Sheila Collins

April Caroline Brandi & Gill White

May Chris Thomas & Gill May

June Maggie Gill & Jane Golding

July Liz Warwick & Jane Manktelow

August Sarah Best & Jenny Isles

September Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett

October Lora Ford & Linda Matthews

November Karen Stevens & Sheila Collins

December Caroline Brandi & Gill White
Many thanks to all those who have helped to keep our church
cared for and clean. We always welcome more volunteers on the
rota, if you or anyone you know might like to join us

bl

Sarah Best 791 121

Friday that it will be answered by
someone who wants to help. If you
are interested in becoming a volun-
teer, please contact Roz on the office
number or on 01793 790 508.

Alan and John

Womens' World Day of Prayer
10.15am , Friday 3™ March

This year's service hosted by
St Andrew's Church,
Raleigh Avenue, Walcot

If you have anything that you would
like our village prayer group to pray
for please
telephone - 790 088 or
email - villageprayers@gmail.com
Bill

PCC Megeting
7.30pm Monday, 13" March
Hinton Manor House

Contacts

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road,
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ
01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

The Churchwardens: St. Mary's
John Lowry 01793 790 271
john1000000@live.com
01793 791 666
R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Churchwardens: St. Swithun's
Tom Cripwell 01793 791 148
tomcripwell@gmail.com
Emma Cripwell 01793 791 148
emma(@angelpublicity.com
The Acting Secretary: Alan Taylor
Charlbury Cottage, Westend,
Bishopstone, SN6 8PX
01793 791 666
R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Parish Safeguarding Officers:
Jill White 01793 791 102

Alan Taylor

List of Other PCC Members:
Karen Stevens (Treasurer)

01793 791 107
kschurchview@gmail.comt
Doug Stevens 01793 791 107
doug@mowerfixer.co.uk
01793 790 508
01793 791 202
thecourthouse@gmail.com

Roz Boot
Sara Hall
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Bishopstone GGardening Society

Writing this in February, admittedly not my favourite month of the year,
but I did manage to get out in the garden one sunny Saturday to clear away
the crispy foliage and was rewarded by little glimpses of green shoots.
Now if only I could remember what I’ve planted and where.

Coming up.....

Dates for your 2017 diaries:

Thursday 16™ March, Hinton Parva Village Hall, for 7.30pm start
Gardener’s Question Time: Have your gardening questions ready for Pete
Biggs of Wanborough Nursery fame. Pete will do his best to untan-
gle your garden’s thorniest problems and bring a selection of fabulous
perennials to sell.

Saturday 8" April, a superb day out to Whichford Pottery, Shipston-on-
Stour, CV36 5PG. A secret walled garden, unusual plants, large veg-
etable garden and rambling cottage garden adjoin the pottery and shop.
There’s also a gallery and a café where we can have lunchtime refresh-
ments. As an extra, we’ll also visit a nearby NGS garden, The Court
House, Stretton on Fosse, where a cream tea will be on offer. Whilst
we can all make our own way there, anyone requiring a lift or offering
a lift please let Sarah know, it’s a good idea to car share. The journey
should take about 1% hours. We can meet up at 10:45am in the Which-
ford Pottery car park. Contact Sarah Bally by email if you would like to
be included on this trip.

Saturday 6™ May, Bishopstone Village Hall, is our Annual Plant Sale:
Bring your donated plants to the hall from 8.30 — 9.30am for setting out.
Doors open to buyers at 10.00am. This year the hall will be resplendent
with colourful bedding plants and unusual perennials, all at unbeatably
low prices!

Wednesday 10" May, Bishopstone Village Hall, for 7.30 start. Plant Propaga-
tion: Victoria Logue from Whitehall Farmhouse Plants, Cheltenham, is going
to talk to us about how to get the best from plants by using different methods
of propagation.

*Saturday or Sunday in June or July: Highgrove Royal Gardens. High-
grove will release their summer tour dates imminently and Sarah Bally will
book as soon as possible. Currently 25 of you (the maximum number for a
small group) have provisionally booked. However, there is a reserve list, so if
anyone is still interested, please do let us know.

Membership subscriptions are due for 2017

£5 per annum (or £2 on the door per speaker
evening.) Tea/coffee/raffle. Newcomers most
welcome!

Sheila & Sarah can both be contacted at:
banddgardeningsoc@gmail.com
Sheila & Sarah

Crossword Answers
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Bishopstone with Hinton Parva
WI

7.30pm Thursday 9" March

Hinton Parva Village Hall
Our Meeting this month is our AGM.
As this is mainly a business meeting
we do not have a guest speaker, but
we still have our monthly competi-
tions including Bloom of the Month.
We also will still enjoy tea and cake
and have plenty of time to chat! It is
also the meeting when the Committee
is re-elected. Three of our members
will be stepping down due to family
commitments so there will be some
changes this year.
In February, a group of us enjoyed
a Coffee Morning at our President’s
home. We spent a few hours making
Green Hearts to support the Climate
Coalition. At the end of the month a
small group of ladies braved the ele-
ments and enjoyed the wonderful
snowdrop walk at Welford.
The Art Appreciation group has a
study day planned in May and also
a date for a speaker to talk about the
works of William Morris followed by a
tour of Kelmscot Manor.
Other events are being finalised for
later in the year.
We always look forward to welcom-
ing new faces at our meetings. Come
along and have a chat with us; our
members come from several dif-
ferent villages and also Old Town
and we are a very friendly bunch.
For more information please contact:

Christina Petersen 07854 710 963

Bishopstone Allotment Gardens

Subs are now due. Please put your
money in an envelope, with your
name on it, so that I can tick you off
my list. Envelopes in the usual place.

Roz

Hinton Coomb
The last session of this winter's scrub
clearance:

10.00am to 12.30pm.
Sunday 12 March

Contact Lorretta Waters,
National Trust Area Ranger
lorretta.waters@nationaltrust.org.uk
01672 539 167 or 07792 034 532.
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Amherst Contractors
N.D. ARB
A family run business - est. 1984

our specialist services

——————

.

Professmnal Tree
Surgery & Forestry
Logs supplied
Fencing
Vermin Control
Hard & Soft Landscaping—
Ground Maintenance \
Complete Lawn Services
Driveways, Paving,
Tarmac or Concrete efc.
lease do not hesitate to

enquire as we are in
any other fields of wo

Tel: 01793 772 268,

e
b

:‘*::--'*' o
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-k

Cﬁarlbtte Bentley

Hair stylist el Eyelash Technician
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™ AN,

12 e et S
ff;-— f bg" 2\ : ; N
f:m Finch Hi ﬂ' Cﬂttage
The City, Bishopstone
Smna'nn Wilts SN6 8PR,
07786 992 598
mfa@ﬂﬁaﬂbtteﬁentfey co. uﬁ,
‘3{? 1“1 ‘{)5
N . S

|2
\‘.._;\' .'.- = .';r.' .l
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WWW.SWINDONSKI.CO.UK

SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

enquines@swindonski.co.uk

lan Thomas 07778 807873

Pinewood

L Fencing EEEERH

Fencing and Gate Specialists
A complete range of fencing, gates & decking
solutions to suit every garden and

environment

For a free quotation, please call

Telephone: 01793 523719
Mobile: 07763 399 515 or

e-mail:
lan@pinewoodfencing.com

visit us at www. pinewoodfencing.com
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The Wmomm@

The Bishopstone anti-Trump demon-
stration is being staged on Saturday
11" March, at 10.30am. Meet at village
hall, and we will proceed down the
High Street, past the American con-
sulate masquerading as The Wyncies
and back up Cues Lane in time for a
small drink at the pub at approx 10.50
am. This will show them what the vil-
lage is made of. If people would like
to bring their anti-brexit sentiments
with them, they are very welcome.
If you know any foreigners as The
Daily Mail calls them, they are most
welcome, as they always have been
at the best pub in the village.

By the way, the ban on The Daily Mail
entering the pub is now a formal one,
has been approved by the highest judi-
ciary in the land; and all suspects will
be held in the ladies' loos for a very
short period of time while we turn it
into toilet paper. This ban also applies
to The Daily Express. The Telegraph
is currently under review. It is thought
that one or two intelligent people read
it although I cannot imagine why.
Apart from the sports pages and every
story being illustrated by a scantily
dressed babe. (Not my words)

On another serious note, if there ever

was a quorum of village people who
wanted to join an anti trump/anti
brexit march in one of the bigger cit-
ies (eg London, Hinton Parva) |
am fully prepared to hire a min-
ibus (and driver) and organise
a trip. It's about 35 years since
a4 | donned my Leninist-Marxist
~ cloth cap, and 1 feel another
- occasion coming on. I am re-
- volted by the politics of the past
seven months. [ will deal harsh-
{ ly, in a sort of leninist-marxist
way, with anyone who gets on
my bus and then goes shopping
in the West End instead.

And on another serious note,
Kate Keller is fully on board
with the new range of pack-
ages being offered to guests at
the about-to-open Bishopstone
& Plaza, with her cleaning tuto-
¥ rial adding only another £50.00
to an overnight stay for two. In
case you think I'm picking on
Kate, you're right, I am. Russell
Hatch will offer short meditations on
clean beer lines, and Tom Green will
explain how to avoid the Lotteries Act
1996 when it comes to gambling in
the streets. All part of the exclusive
deals being offered by this ground
breaking house of ill repute.....sorry,
hotel.

Events--cocktails all round I hear you
shout. Our new mixologist will look
after you, once I get back anyway and
sort him out; our new Italian talent,
Valerio, has recently been praised to
the highest in review on Trip Advi-
sor, so he's going to get beaten up as
well, for stealing all the credit. BADS
will have come and gone by the time
you read this; our Rugby Interna-
tional Supper is 15" March, Rob
Henderson, ex Ireland and Lions, and
Phil de Glanville, ex England skip-
per, talk over supper. Room for 50 of
you, there's about 30 spaces left. £50/
head. Great food, great party, great
laughter, great stories. It's the week
before what might be the big 6 nations
game, England vs Ireland, but we
might all have got that wrong. Classic
Cars-23" April from memory.

One of my village stalwarts, known as
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Trevor, died in January. For whatever
reason, he never did anything except
try to dig me out of holes of my own
creation. A very loyal friend. His pre-
viously dissolute life, mostly legal
despite other rumours a few years
ago, caught up with him in the end.
Some of us will miss him.

See you in the pub one day. The Daily
Mail-you have been warned. Even
Wikipedia refuses to accept it as a ref-
erence source these days,

disgusting rag! i

TF '

- N
Ashbury Market

Ashbury Village Hall
Sunday 12th March
10am - 12noon

Come and support

our local businesse h%
Stalls will be selling: yy. '_.-'-.__;h\
Y

Meat, Bread, Milk,

Rapeseed QOil, Soaps,
Chutneys, Jewellery,
Vegetables, Jam, Cakes#*44
Cards, Sand Art, Books, | 7

Gifts and more! e E

For more information contact:

Kate Watkins 01793 710 440
Kate_L_Watkins@hotmail.co.uk

In aid of Ashbury Pre-School
(registered charity 1156122) y

Wanborough's Farmers' Market

9.00am - Noon
Saturday 18" March

Wanborough Village Hall
High Street

Lower Wanborough
Entrance is free and extra parking
is available at the Harrow Inn
opposite (please park at the rear
of the carpark).

Please note: there will be no market
on April 15" (Easter Saturday)

For more information contact:
01793 790 438

sbirley@gn.apg.org
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COFFEE SHOP
& FOOD TO GO
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= BUY OUR
HAMPERS
ONLINE

EFINEFOOD EO0.UE

OPEN ALL DAY FDR 5
SAM)WI[:HB BAGUHTB AH.T[SM. CHEESES : OLIVES
AND UTHER LD[A“_Y { FRESH BREAD : PRESERVES

: COFFEES & TEAS -LOCALALE

SOURCED HOT & ([][_D : HOMEMADE CAKES - FRUIT

& VEQ - CIDER & WINE
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idson
Trigg
Do you have any hidden

Treasures?

Anhques'VaIuatlons

with our professional
specialist valuers

Pippa Kidson-Trigg 01793 861 000
Auction rooms midway
Highworth & Shrivenham
www.Kidsontrigg.co.uk

........................................................

Dng Walking
& Sitting

‘.‘ call {lTBIB 465 344

.........................................................

o
[

J@iM Landsaping & Gurdrivg e

55 aﬁﬂﬂg Hedge Tnmmng Small
(Jmmnce.r Garden Maintenance
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Exhausted of Hinton Parva

First it was Holland, then most of the
rest of Europe, closely followed by
Australia, Morocco and Namibia.
Well, if they can do it, so can we.
This is our time to say Bishopstone
& Hinton Parva Second.

We’re far and away the best villages
in the country. Everyone knows
it. Everyone says so.

Strip lynchetts - we’ve got ‘em.
In fact, we’ve got bigger and bet-
ter strip lynchetts than anywhere
else in the country. In the world.
They’re greener than anyone else’s
strip lynchetts and altogether strip-
pier. It’s a fact. It’s true. They’re
just so green and strippy it’s ridicu-
lous. Trust me; I’ve seen lots of strip
lynchetts and ours are just the best.
And we’ve got an Oak. Not just an
Oak, either. Ours is a Royal Oak.
How many villages can say that —
none; that’s how many. It’s just ridicu-
lous how Royal our Oak is. It’s more
Royal than the entire Windsor family.
That’s how Royal it is. It’s so Royal it
wouldn’t look out of place wrapped in

And Almost Finally.u..

Mrs M that has to be 8
your best yet (for anyone [
who is a bit confused,
Google Switzerland 2™). §&
The demise of the mobile &= :
library is, for me, a personal tragedy,
so I called the Central Library to ask
for the location of their nearest branch
to our villages. The person who took
the call, who obviously doesn't have
'O’ level geography, assured me it was
the Central. Oh, so Park and Cov-
ingham are closing? She confessed
that she didn't actually know. Park
Library in Cavendish Square should
remain but the fate of Covingham,
apparently it is not decided.

Once again we, the editorial team
have been tearing out our collective
hair as the deadline approached and
receded with still a large hole where
we were expecting to see copy.....
there was a suggestion to leave it thus
and blame the moths, but possibly

ermine and wearing a crown.

They want to take away our 'phone
boxes. We won’t let ‘em, folks. No,
Sir. Taking away our 'phone boxes
would be bad. So bad. We’ll pro-
tect ‘em. We’re gonna build a wall
around ‘em and then let’s see anyone
take ‘em away from us.

And you know who’s gonna pay for
the wall? Not us. No way. It’ll be those
speeding drivers who’ll pay. We’ll fine
‘em a pound for every mile an hour
they’re travelling over the speed limit
when they drive through our villages.
It’s perfectly legal. Don’t listen to any
negative people who say we can’t do
it; they know nothing. They’re dis-
loyal to our phone boxes. We can start
tomorrow. We’ll get someone right
on it and build those walls.

Then there’s our am dram group.
They’re BADS; but we love ‘em.
So it’s good to be BAD, not bad
at all. So good, in fact. It’s true.
They’ve got more Oscars than Titanic
got, and that got lots. Really lots.
And the Gardening Club’s had more
medals from Chelsea Flower Show
than Usain Bolt has Olympic golds.

this would not be believed? And so

4 we sat down with a cup of tea, cof-

fee and walnut cake and an inspira-

= tion. What do real newspapers do to

fill the gaps? Crosswords, thats what!
So we proudly present (page 6) our
own Bishopstone and Hinton Village
Crossword, the first of many if we
have some cake - enjoy.
Note to Mr Finney, re seats on mini-
bus, please can we book some for
the editorial team?
mogs

ADVERTISING
The advertising part of the news-
letter, which of course, helps to
fund the enterprise, is organised
by Angie Alcock. For business ad-
vertising rates please contact her:
email angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk or
telephone 07976 645 229.
We must warn you that adverts re-
ceived without payment will not be in-
cluded. For people with small, one-off
advertisements there is a minimum fee
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That’s eight; used to be nine. Still plen-
ty, though. The gardening club mem-
bers’ fingers are greener even than our
strip lynchetts. And we’ve already
said how very green they are.
In Hinton Parva we have a village
triangle. Anyone can have a bor-
ing, square, village green. Triangles
are cool; they’ve got three sides,
and three’s a lucky number. And it’s
easier to count up to.
Bishopstone’s duck pond’s big. Big-
ger than most small lakes and it’s got
the rarest ducks in the country on it.
It’s a fact. Ducks fly to our duck pond
from all over the world, it’s so good.
There was a solar eclipse caused by
the number of ducks flying to our
duck pond; they blotted the sun right
out. It’s true. So many ducks.
And our village halls are so good,
other places have stolen the name.
Even Royal Albert — now it’s the
Royal Albert Hall; they copied that
from our Halls. But that’s OK. When
you’re as awesome as we are, no
wonder they’re all copying us. Why
wouldn’t they. . .

Mrs. Mantelpiece

st sk sfeoske s st sk skeosk s st s skeoskoske sk sk skeskoskoskeosk

of £1.00.

As to advertising on the village
website email: Andy Greenhalgh,
agreenha@gmail.com or Jonathon
Boon,  wizeoldboon@hotmail.com
The copy deadline is the 15" of the
month but please send large items
as early as possible. Don’t forget
copy must include name and con-
tact details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free
of charge to all housecholds in
the two wvillages; donations to-
wards the cost of production will
be gratefully received by Angie.
CoNTACT

email: mogsboon@hotmail.com sub-
ject newsletter (in case my compu-
ter rather rudely thinks you are junk
mail) or deliver to:

Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4
ODH, telephone 01793 790 626.

the newsletter appears on the new vil
lage website at:
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

This newsletter is published by the Church for the Parish of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva
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maintenance/repair service
[mowers, hedgecui\ers
strimmers etc.

for the ergeygay villages

" New & 2 hand
y ggrden machfner}é for sq.’e

e

Doug Ste vens 3

01’?93 791 10?
o d_nug@mowe ixer.co.uk

Austin

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

EXPERTS IN OIL, GAS, LPG
& WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS

SEervicing & repairs
Installation
OFTEC/!Gas Safe Certification

SPECIALISTS IN
BUILDINGS OF A HISTORIC NATURE,
INCLUDING CHURCHES

Tel: (01793) 536871
Email: generalf@austinheat.com
Website: www.austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
CONTRACTORS FOR THE NATIONAL TRUST

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

[Prvdemisy il Tret! Gorass i

Comprohonsine Service
Lrualified Staff
Fully Insurad

« Pam

«  Tie Plamtlna

Frow gualaions sed sdvics
Call Rk W ldivg et

01793 790210

Email: treemaniwalding freeserve.couk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

Primary Colours

&l Painting & Decorating
High Quality Internal Decaration
Commerclal & Domestic P remises
City & Guilds Qualified

Fortfolio & References available
FREE, NO QBLIGATION estimates
All work guaranteed
+ Compelibive Rates

Ho it et

-

-

[l

-

Tel: 01793 828547
Mob: 07736 847597
www.primary-<olours.co.uk ,/

[ TAUST
select - ik
DECORATORS

ey r—merd Bsdoryesi e
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| —_— Keeping Your Business hog roast served w I
_— PCDrmm homemade apple sauce,
. e stuffing

spit roast lomb served

VolP Solutions with all of the trimmings®

Hosted Telephony Wi-Fi Networks zﬂsﬂgrﬁﬂxmm
_ SIP Managed IT Solutions
Lines & Calls Disaster Recovery
Lease Lines Cloud Solutions
Business Mobiles wgualisations:

Telephone Systems

9 High Street, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7AG

T.01793863450 :
E: sales@southemvoiceanddata.co.uk ' 07968 866323
W: www.southernvoiceanddata.co.uk info@hintonmarshfarm.co.uk

Alresco 3 e ‘_~_'1_I-':__:;.~ _ p

Chilelcare N Bl | [arent Toddler Group
Coffee Morning

Every Friday

10am to 12

Everybody

welcome

£1 entrance and
refreshments

Pre-5chool

For parents who want their children to start
attending pre-school this year, contact us to

book in a visit. This is 3 relaxed appointment for
You to see our fantastic facilitjes.

(B o nl R ¥

. www.alfrescochildcare.com Bishopstone

¢ enquiries@alfrescochildcare.co.uk SN6 8PW
01793 790263 Latest Ofsted Rating “Good”



