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Hapen.ins in Bishopstone

Thank you Graham for giving the railings by the pond a new coat of paint (Photographed top left by Sheila Collins), we

are sure the moorhen chicks (pictured by Keith Towell) will appreciate it. After admiring the railings, we walked up to
Eastbrook Farm's valley to see the orchids in bloom and took some more photographs. (see Royal Oak Diary page 12)
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Ethical
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Save up to 40% on business energy rates
Let me help you save!
Big or small business’, including
farming, butchers, hairdressers
pubs and factories
Please call Richard Whelan
on 07803 559 838
\ for a free quotation -
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John Pearce Dip FD MBIE

92 Ermin Street
Stratton St. Margaret
Swindon

01793832072

24 hour service

Unique 24/7 milk vending machine

Lower Wanborough SN4 OSN
Contact: 07958 042 016
www.facebook.com/ jojosdairyfarm
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Dickie's Diary

by Richard Green
Silage making was late
this year. We missed the
early May good weather
and then it was delayed
by an unsettled spell so
crops were eventually heavy.
Modern machinery on con-
tract has revolutionised the
grass harvest so that what once

took us several weeks is now Yellow'®
completed in a day or two. Look- rattle *

ing back, it was a mistake to have
struggled on with our own smaller
forage harvester. 1 counted 9 red
kites swooping over one 23 acre field
looking for voles and mice, but this
is too many, and no wonder leverets
and other game struggle to survive.
There was a heron on the pond in the
vale I created in 2011, and this year
we have a patch of yellow stink-
ing iris, or gladdon, flowering round
the borders which was transplanted
from Mrs Elmore’s Nutfield Lodge
pond at Longcot. A lone common
spotted orchid has also miraculously
appeared. |1 am also hoping to trans-
plant some wild marsh marigolds or
kingcups, with permission from Dan-
ny Finch’s Bishopstone millstream
garden, to further add to the inter-
esting botany there, with numerous
dragon and damsel flies.
Bishopstone’s Royal Oak pub has
been a promotor of foraging to add
interest to their menu offering. This
is a big subject. Earlier on in the year
salads, sandwiches, omelettes and
soups could be infused with young
chopped leaves from cow parsley,
wild garlic, even chickweed, the heart
shaped leaves of lime, red clover and
sorrel. From July, jams, pies, tarts,
jellies and yoghurts are a good place
for bilberries, crab apples, the wild
plums in our hedgerows, blackber-
ries of course, and wines and winter
warmers can be very successfully
made from sloes, blackberries and el-
derberries. Elderflowers and meadow
sweet make lovely summer cordials,
and teas can be flavoured even from
young bramble leaves and honeysuck-
le. Medicinally, mallow leaves and

stems were used to treat both con-
stipation and diarrhoea. Yarrow
L Was used to stem nose bleeds and
. in World War II field hospitals it
was useful in stemming bleed-
ing from wounds. Feverfew
plants gained a reputation
as a physic and in treating
 colic and migraines. Young
\\j nettles and fat hen (dungle
- weed) can be steamed
"% to replace spinach, the
former losing their
sting when cooked. Then
we have the nuts and fungi. Field
mushrooms have tremendous flavour
but are unpredictable each year; young
puff balls are also edible but now seem
less common. Ceps (penny bun) and
chanterelles growing in woodland are
the main fungi sought by foragers but,
alas, no one has told me where to look
round here! I have seen chanterelles
growing in Sweden and once famous-
ly enjoyed a risotto cooked with them
picked that day, as a guest in the Alps
on the Italian slopes of Mont Blanc. In
our local streams there is an abundant
source of crayfish but now the Ameri-
can signal variety dominates. A friend
recently found his pet sheep stuck in
his stream and plagued with numerous
crays crawling over it, so much that
they had begun to eat its ears, which
reminds of the time many years ago
when [ got a newly born calf in from
the fields with its ears half nibbled
off by a fox the previous night.

School Report ey
Our return from the East-

er holidays means it is of-

ficially the Summer Term! This is al-
ways a frantically busy term with both
a mixture of tears and laughter as chil-
dren think about moving on to Second-
ary, and we learn how many children
will be joining us in Reception.

We held a wonderful book fair, as
reading remains core within the
school. The great thing about the
book fair is that, when books are pur-
chased, the school gets a percentage
back, meaning the children then get
to choose lovely new books for their
library at school, as well as gain-

ing at home. We were very thankful
to our parents for supporting this.

The whole school jumped on a Barnes
and went to watch a wonderful show
at the Wyvern theatre that was based
around three penguins, celebrating
differences. It was a fascinating ex-
perience for all, and a lovely way to
introduce the children to a type of
show that they may not have yet ex-
perienced, full of beautiful music
but with no spoken words, allowing
the children to interpret the story for
themselves. All who attended seemed
to enjoy it and they returned to school
to write some clear and informative
accounts about their trip.

All children are participating in
the weekly journey to Milton Road
Swimming Pool. The children have
ten swimming sessions in which to
build on their personal skills and
develop the requirements set out
by the government. They benefit
greatly from this experience and the
progress is clear to see. However, it
is still slightly spooky to walk past
the Milton Road small pool, which
as you know, was drained of water
since they closed it over a year ago.
Many a ghost story could be writ-
ten and if only it could speak and tell
the tales of all that it has witnessed,
such a wonderful building inside!
The highly anticipated sats tests have
been completed, both in Year 2 and
Year 6. The children were remark-
able, with a wonderful can-do atti-
tude this year, at this snap-shot test-
ing, which does not always reflect
their other wonderful skills and at-
tributes...luckily we are all well aware
of all of these and know that they
will go far in life. A taster question
or two for you, to ponder. Remember
these are aimed at 10/11yr olds:

1. Rewrite the verb as a present
progressive: I taught my sister to
skateboard.

2. Whatis 9%- 36 +9

3. Whatis 4% - 1%/,

4. The length of a day on Earth is
24hrs. The length of a day on Mer-
cury is 58% times the length of a
day on Earth. What is the length
of a day on Mercury in hours?

Emma Linsay



The Village Hall, Bishopstone - Julyy

The hall is cleaned  Mondays 8.30 - 10.30am
Martial Arts Mondays 2", 9 [6™ & 231 5.00 - 7.00pm
Taekwondo Tuesdays 39, 10%h, 171 & 24" 7.00 - 8.00pm
Mothers & Toddlers Thursdays 5%, 120 & 19 9.00 - 11.00am
School Thursdays 5%, 120 & 19™ 3.15-4.15pm
Gardening Society =~ Wednesday 11® 7.00 - 9.30pm
WI Thursday  12™ 7.00 - 9.30pm
Daily School Dinners (not holidays) Subject to bookings ~ 11.45 - 1.00pm

All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue
Tremlin, or leave a message on the answer phone. During school holidays
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings. Cost for hiring the hall for a
full day is £55.

At http://bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/bishopstonevillagehall/ you can
find a link to more helpful information about the Hall and the terms and
conditions of hire.

Hintow ParvarVillage Hall - July

Private Booking Thursday 5™, 12™, 19t & 26™
Bridge Friday 6™, 13™, 20™"& 27

6.00 - 7.30pm
7.30 - 10.00pm

The most pretty Hall around, and free parking .

Bookings Secretary Janet 791 391- Please leave a message if
required

£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available
Free Parking

films for the winter season. During the
break, a new subcommittee will help

there are any willing volunteers please

let us know; we promise to meet

at least once and visit the pub.
Richard Walker

Community Connect
Coffee Morning

The Exception- 25" May

A less than full house supported by
some die-hard film goers. No Techni-
calities — well done! We managed to

expect to provide a full schedule of

us all plan, organise and promote — If

reachtwonice ladies from Wanborough
who made the journey over the big hill
to enjoy the film. I wanted to thank all
members of the committee who helped
pull this series together and, in addi-
tion, Caryn and Karen who stocked
and operated the bar this evening.

We will now have a summer recess,
returning end of September, when we

Wanborough Farmers' Market
Once again, in May, the Community
Connect Tea/Coffee Morning was
well attended and a sum of £212.89
was raised for the local branch of
Christians Against Poverty. Our
thanks to all who came and who
supported this worthwhile charity.
Free refreshments will be available
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and our chosen charity for July will
be the Prospect Hospice. This much-
needed local hospice provides care
and compassion, and has helped many
to find solace at the end of their lives.
If you are able, please pop along
with your family and friends, support
our local businesses, and enjoy some
excellent refreshments. Also, it has
been good to see local people get to
know other local people, who are part
of our wider community.

We look forward to seeing you on the
21% July.

Wanborough's Farmers' Market

9.00am - Midday

Saturday 21° July
Wanborough Village Hall
High Street
Lower Wanborough
Please note there will be no market

in August.
For more information contact:

Sue or David Birley:
01793 790 438 sbirley(@gn.apc.org

Step into Summer and Volunteer
Do You Enjoy Meeting People?

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED!

The Citizens Advice Bureau is
looking for:

Advisers & Receptionists
to start end of August aftfer
interviews on

23 July

Full training given

Email us now for more information

or call us for an informal chat:

trainer2@swindon.cabnet.org.uk
Telephone: 01793 402 106

Citizens Advice Swindon

Sanford House (College Street

entrance), Swindon SN1 1HE
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Wanborough Village & Country Show

Saturday 18" August

e N il

contact - lucas90smith@gmail.com
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Rainbow

Baby and Toddler Group

Bishopstone Village Hall
Every Thursday during Term Titne
9.30 - 12.00aM
£2.50 per family, 1% session free

A Stay and play $ession For families with children
under 5. Join us for free play, art activies, Shacks
and singing. A great way to meet hew friends.

For more info. Call Tori
07891 533 65¢

li Follow us at
https://www.facebook.com/rainbowbishopstone
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Fauren's Jfamily
BHistory Serbice

Are you interested in your family tree
and would like to know more?

If you are new to family history and would like some
help getting started, | will create a detailed introduction
to your family tree.

| can also provide assistance with any existing research
for those who have already begun their genealogical
journey.

Examples of my own research can be found on my blog.
www.agenealogicaljourney.wordpress.com

aje[nlz]al:
\—l_.J \—_’_.J

I__'—-I
For all enquiries including costs, please contact me
by email or phone

lauren.alice1997 @gmail.com
07847 363 387

" Tae Kwon Do

The Village Hall,
Bishopstone
Tuesdays 7.00 -8.00pm

Learn the traditional Korean martial artform
including Taeguk Poomsae forms, self defence,
sparring, hand & foot techniques, destruction,
as well as improving your health and fitness.

7 .\.‘ _-*-nm‘/
-

b

The class in Bishopstone has been established
for nearly 20 years instruted by
Alex O'Neill (3 Degree Black Belt)

& supported by Senior Master Richard Williams.

Aged from 5 +
Class fee is just £4.00 for 5 - 17 years
£5.00 for those over 18 years
No subscription needed

Contact Alex for more infomation:
07812 366 480

N\
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Local Library Service

Some of you may be aware that the

library  service in  Swindon
has  changed. @ Swindon  Bor-
ough Council had to reduce

spending and they now manage (pay
for!) five libraries; in the town centre,
WestSwindon, North Swindon (Orbital
Shopping Centre), Park (Cavendish
Square) and in Highworth.

There are nine more libraries, referred
to as Community Libraries, funded
and managed by Parish Councils,
or the Swindon Community Library
Trust (SCLT).

This month I am sharing with you
details about two of the Community
Libraries run by SCLT because they're
where I work and they, are the nearest
libraries to visit.

SCLT is a charity established to man-
age Covingham and Liden Libraries. I
am currently the only employee — not
for long, as we are recruiting a second
librarian to work at Covingham.
Where are these Libraries?

Liden is at Liden Centre, next to
the community centre, and near
Tesco, the Liden Arms Pub and St
Timothy’s Church. It is in a build-
ing with local radio station Swindon
105.5. Satnav — SN3 6HF
Covingham is in St Paul’s Church op-
posite Patheon (Rousell to many of
us!) Satnav - SN3 5BY

Opening hours

Monday Liden 1.00pm - 5.00pm
Tuesday Covingham 1.00 - 5.00pm
Wednesday Liden 10.00 - 2.00pm
Covingham 1.00 - 5.00pm

Thursday Covingham 10.00 - 2.00pm
But I'm at work then? Watch this
space, as we have plans to offer ex-
tended access. Basically, you agree
to behave in the library (and a few
other t & c’s) and your library card
will open the doors outside staffed
hours. It’s magic! Actually it’s a PIN
number; abracadabra is optional.

So how do I join?
I would love to sign up new mem-
bers — it’s free to join. Call in

and I can give you a tour. Bring
in something with your name
and address on (driver’s licence/

bill/official letter) and you’re in!
As a member, you can use any SBC
or Community library to borrow
and return books, DVDs, audio
books, and use computers or print.
There’s much more on-line too;
more about that another time.
BorrowBox
This is your library in an app, borrow
bestselling eBooks and Audiobooks to
read or listen to on your smartphone/
tablet/PC/MAC orKindle Fire. There’s
a great selection on BorrowBox for
children too —long car journeys sorted!
How do I get BorrowBox?
You use your library membership
number and PIN (it’s that PIN again
— the one that gets you into the library
out of hours) to login to BorrowBox.
We’re getting ahead of ourselves
though, as first you need to install the
BorrowBox app on your device. You
do this via the iPhone App Store or
Google Play Store or on a Kindle Fire.
Search by author/title/genre, browse,
listen to, or read extracts, and then
download the complete eBook or Au-
diobook and start reading or listening.
Emails remind you when your loan
is due to expire, but you can’t for-
get, as the title is deleted after 14
days. It’s as easy as that, and free
for members. What’s stopping you?
That all sounds too complicated
for me...
Come in to see me and I will try and
help you through the process. (I'm
not at Covingham on a Wednesday).
Central, North Swindon and High-
worth libraries have drop in IT help
sessions times/days on the website
under Adult Learning and Skills for
Life.
Detailed instructions are also on
www.swindon.gov.uk/libraries
—under eBooks.

Diane Rendell

The Traveller on the Ridgeway

I was concerned to see that one of
the Parish Council’s agendas is the
removal of Nigel (yes, he
does have a name) aka the
Traveller on the Ridgeway.

I am one of the many people who
consider his presence to be a positive
force and the fact that the PC sees
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his removal as a matter of urgency
seems petty and unnecessary.
Nigel does no harm, the opposite
is true: he provides water for dogs;
security for lone women walkers;
security for farmers; deters the hor-
rible people who indulge in hare
coursing and is a genial fellow.
I suppose some people feel rules
are rules but some compassion and
acceptance would not go amiss.
I am sure one argument would be that
others might do the same as Nigel.
I think his presence probably
prevents such an occurrence.
I am not sure what was achieved by
the sarcastic claim that Nigel over-
wintered far away near Idstone. 1
found that uncomfortable to read as |
did the PC’s determination to add Ni-
gel’s removal to this year’s agenda.
Jane Le Coyte

Bishopstone Duck Trail
The duck trail through Bishopstone
was a huge success, with lots of en-
trants from outside the village tak-
ing part. We raised just over £200
for the school, which will go towards
a shelter for the playground. We got
a lot of lovely comments about how
enjoyable it was and the high quality
of the ducks this year.
Our winners have now been notified.
Congratulations to our winner of the
Best Dressed Duck, which went to
the creators of Crocodile Dundee on
Cues Lane.
Huge thanks also to everyone that
visited FOBS facepainting stand at
Pig Racing, where a further £135 was
raised.

FOBS
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C INNOVATION .
7 # F:_I'II[_:rfIa
James Matthews Private client
Home and Business work SDECIallsT
. MANDY CASAVANT
O“S'te IT Support CONSU I_T.-J.hT SQLICITOR
- Computer Repairs
- Networking

- Data Recovery

- CCTV Installatlons Call 01793 634 006 I
Microsoft oft mcasavant@setfords.co.uk

CERTIFIED
Professional

01793 541320

www.innovationitsupport.com

MotilelBicyclelsnles!
Sorrising ond Bannirs (&
Chappells

ESTATE AGENTS

SELLING VILLAGE PROPERTIES FOR
v OVER 30 YEARS

oxbicycles

wWww. setforas.co.uk

Est. 1986

your local family property experts

01793 618 080

Free CO”GC’(iOD and drop ofﬁn [OCal areq call now for your free valuation

Jon Wyver
07842 901873 sales . lettings . new homes

facebook.com/oxbicycles where experience iy everything
www.oxbicyles.co.uk
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Church Serviees in the Bengfice
Sunday 15 July 8.30am  Holy Communion Bishopstone
5" Sunday after Trinity 10.30am  Family Communion Lyddington
6.00pm Evensong Hinton Parva
Wednesday 4™ July 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 8™ July 830am  Holy Communion Lyddington
6" Sunday after Trinity 10.30am  Family Communion Bishopstone
6.00pm  Evensong Wanborough
Wednesday 11 July 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 15" July 830am  Holy Communion *Wanborough
7" Sunday after Trinity 10.30am  Family Communion - Festival of St. Swithun *Hinton Parva
6.00pm  Evensong Bishopstone
Wednesday 18" July 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 22 July 8.30am Holy Communion *Hinton Parva
8" Sunday after Trinity 10.30am Family Communion *Wanborough
St. Mary Magdalene 6.00pm Evensong Lyddington
Wednesday  25™ July 7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 29" July 10.30am  Family Communion Bishopstone
9" Sunday after Trinity
Wednesday 1 August  7.00pm  Midweek Communion Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday 5" August 8.30am  Holy Communion Bishopstone
10" Sunday after Trinity 10.30am  Family Communion Lyddington
6.00pm  Evensong Hinton Parva
*Change to the normal order to accommodate the festival of St Swithun at Hinton Parva.
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The Vicawr’s Letter

Dear Friends and Neighbours,

July is a great month in so many ways,
especially if you are involved in edu-
cation. School holidays, the end of
examinations, well for this academic
year at least, and thoughts perhaps
of new beginnings. It’s almost like
the start of another new year. Funny
how so much change goes on whether
we are aware of it or not, sometimes
whether we want it to or not. And here
is our opportunity, to join in or not.
Fresh starts and new beginnings can
be exciting and they can cause us to
ask questions about things that we
have taken for granted. A new groom
had cooked his new bride their first
Sunday Roast. It was very enjoyable,
but the bride wanted to know why the
corner had been cut off of the joint
before it went into the tin. I have no
idea the groom replied. Its something
that my mother always does.

That afternoon they went to the
groom's mother's for tea and so they
asked why is the corner always cut off
the joint before it is put in the oven?

I don't know, the groom’s mother
replied, its something that your
grandmother always did. She s coming
round later, we’ll ask her. When asked,
the grandmother explained that,
when she was first married, she had
a very small oven and it was the only
way she could get the joint to fit!
So just because something has always
been done in a certain way, it’s often
helpful if we understand why. Things
may have changed and the need to
keep doing the same things in the
same way may no longer exist.
Just like cutting the corner off the
joint. Holidays help us to step away
from the everyday routines of the rest
of the year and give us the chance
to rethink some of the things, if not
some of the people, we might take
for granted. And that’s another reason
why July can be a great month.
So, whatever you have planned for
holidays this year, I hope you return
refreshed and renewed.
With best wishes and prayers,

Bill
If you have anything that you would

like our village prayer group to pray
for please contact:
telephone - 790 088
email - villageprayers@gmail.com
With best wishes and prayers
Bill
Parish Contacts

The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road,
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ
01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

The Churchwardens: St. Mary's
John Lowry 01793 790 271
john1000000@live.com
Doug Stevens 01793 791 107
doug@mowerfixer.co.uk
01793 791 666
R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Churchwardens: St. Swithun's
Tom Cripwell 01793 791 148
tomcripwell@gmail.com
The Acting Secretary:
Alan Taylor - Charlbury Cottage,
Westend, Bishopstone, SN6 8PT
01793 791 666
R2attayloralan@aol.com

Alan Taylor
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List of Other PCC Members:
Karen Stevens (Treasurer)
01793 791 107
kschurchview@gmail.com
01793 790 508
01793 791 202
thecourthouse@gmail.com

Shirley

I have been in the depths of de-
spair since I was informed that
Shirley did not survive the road
traffic accident on the 6™ May.
You won't believe the dark places
that [ have been. Shirley was such
a star. [ knew this from the minute
that [ met her. Life is very different
now but your messages and great
acts of kindness have brought me
through the beginning of worst.

Roz Boot
Sara Hall

Cards and letters contin-
ue to arrive. The funeral on
the 7" June was amazing.

All T could see was a sea of fac-
es and I missed so many peo-
ple at the Church. Shirley's
friends and relations travelled
thousands of miles to be there and
those from Australia and St Helena
are returning by air as I write.

You may be interested to know
that a memorial funeral was held
in Jamestown, St Helena Island on
the same day as the funeral here in
Hinton Parva. It was well attended
in St James Church , the oldest An-
glican church in the southern hemi-
sphere. The service had the same
hymns as those here in Hinton.

St Swithun's Church was beautifully
decorated with garden flowers. Shirley
loved flowers and was a member

of the flower arranging team. Just
wonderful. The choir sang the great
and poignant Mozart Ave anthem
and it was just brilliant. Our Vicar,
Bill O'Connell, was superb in his ad-
dress and eulogy. Thank you again
for all those that helped in so many

ways. Parking was so well managed
that there was little or no disruption
in the village, even though there was
this sudden influx of several hundred
people. Thank you to all those who
came to the wake after and I was
able to thank everyone in person.

You have helped me and my daugh-
ter Carolyn, and [ cannot begin
to explain what this has meant to us
both. I hope to see you soon.

Howard Crapper

PS. The Undertaker was suffering
from hay fever -1 did feel for him.

July
August
September
October
November
December

r

Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone

Karen Stevens & Sheila Collins

Fran Shishton & Gill White

Chris Thomas & Gill May

Maggie Gill & Jane Golding

Liz Warwick & Jane Manktelow

Sarah Best & Jenny Isles

Many thanks to all those who have helped to keep our church
cared for and clean. We always welcome more volunteers on the
rota; if you, or anyone you know, might like to join us

Sarah Best 791 121

)

We miss you...
...Shirley, you were one of our
gang. We were overawed by your
skills; you would whisk round qui-
etly doing things when we were
still pulling our wits together,
and bake several dozen cakes while
constructing a couple of perfect
flower arrangements, no problem.
More importantly you were love-
ly, kind and gently modest. Our
good friend, we never heard you
say a bad word about anybody.
They say that nobody is irreplaceable.
In your case this is so not true.
The St. Swithun's flower arrangers,
Angie, Conta, Lesley, Linda, Lorna
& Mogs

Heil Hitler

This handsome young boy turned
up in the garden a few weeks ago,
absolutely starving. In spite of all
our enquiries, we can't find his own-
ers, or should that be the family
that he owned?
My cats have christened him, not only
for his moustache, but because he
invaded their territory, albeit without a
panzer division; next he plans to annex
Sudetenland. Despite all his efforts to
ingratiate himself, they do not want to
share me. He is a friendly little feline,
does anybody know of a good home?
Mogs - 790 626
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Bishopstone (zardening SoCiety
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Rattling off the centuries, from an-
cient Mesopotamia, through to today’s
more familiar homeopathic remedies,
Lynda Warren told us some practical
(and some of the more unusual) uses
of herbs. How they can be utilised
for flavouring foods, perfumes and
beauty products, household applica-
tions and medicines. There were tales
from Babylon, ancient Egypt, and
India, right up to traditional Chinese
medicine (TCM) where pharmacies
stock in excess of 450 herbs.

As the wonderful aromas of Rose-
mary, Bay, Lavender and Mint waft-
ed through the village hall, I'm sure
we were a more relaxed audience
than usual. The most enjoyable part
of the evening was when we were
able to try out some of the products
and Lynda kindly let us snip off bits
of her plants to take home to root in
water or some gritty soil.

Medicinal and culinary tips worth
passing on: Rosemary helps you con-
centrate and improves memory - try
putting a pot by your office desk.
(’'m going to wear some round my
neck); Eat a few leaves of either
Feverfew or Lettuce to ease a head-
ache; Lavender oil soothes burns; No
more tiresome chopping and dicing
mint, simply pinch off a few leaves,
pop into small plastic bags, then freeze.
When frozen, scrunch up to sprin-
kle in with cooking. Very easy and
tastes the same! Lastly, micro salad,
use any leftover herb seeds, sow

Lynda Warren, A Spoonful of Herbs,
13™ June, at Bishopstone Village Hall
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thickly on wet kitchen towel within
a container. They will sprout up in a
matter of days. Snip with scissors and
pop on top of salads. Tastes lovely
and they’re packed full of nutrients.
Sheila :)
Coming up:
Hints and Tips from a Floral Judge
Wednesday 11% July, Pete Biggs,
who runs Wanborough’s Herb Nurs-
ery with his family, knows a thing
or two about how plants should be
presented. For anyone looking to ex-
hibit at the annual Produce Show in
September, this is an evening not to
miss. Pete will bring some beautiful
perennials to sell on the night, too.

(Due to school holidays there is no
speaker booking for August.)

Tuesday 14" August is a trip to The
Laskett Gardens, Hereford. Contact
Sarah to book and to find out more.

Saturday 8" September is the Village
Produce Show at Bishopstone Village
Hall. Schedules will soon be avail-
able from Mogs Boon, Sarah Bally,
Sheila Collins and Chris Thomas,
or via the email below.

We meet every second Wednesday
of the month at Bishopstone Village
Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Raffle/
Tea/coffee/biscuits. £5 annual mem-
bership or £2 per person on the door.
We love to see new people, so please
do come. You can contact Sheila or
Sarah (Outings Organiser) at:

banddgardeningsoc@gmail.com
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Annual Village Produce Show
The themes for the Photography Cat-
egory (Section Seven):

1) My local countryside

2) 2018 Spring Snow

3) All rural creatures great and small
4) My pet

5) Pareidolia (Faces in everyday
objects, see picture below)
Photographs should be unmounted
and should not exceed 5 x 7 (12.7

x 17.78cms.)

Subjects can be of a singular or plural
theme.

8 i

Prevarication

Oh! Why don’t I clean the en-suite?
Just why am I dragging my feet?

Is it because the plug hole’s all hairy,
the screen is so smeary and the
shower head’s plain scary?
Once [ start, it’ll be alright.
'l scrub the shower
bit of All-Bright.

The sink will sparkle and the tiles
will gleam,

The floor will turn from mottled to
cream.

with a

Leave that chocolate! Put down that
coffee!

The loo brush awaits its moment of
frothy.

But wait... a cat is beckoning,

it must be lap time, by my reckoning.
Ahh, feet up, cat on lap.

Now, how about... a little nap?

Bishopstone 100 club

May Winners

1% 78 Paul & Anne Bailey
2" 53 David Whittaker
31 4 Rob Selbourne

Subs owed

SIP

Jo 790 485
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Burlst [otopaphy
Weddings - Children - Pets SWINDON SKI &
SNOWBOARD SERVICING

WWW.SWINDONSKI.CO.UK
enquiries@swindonski.co.uk

Please contact Clare for all your
photography needs
clare@barefootphoto.co.uk
Tel - 07712 191779

@w W W/”’f Y, lan Thomas 07778 807873

CHARIOTTE BENTLEYR , ... )
HAIR / LASHES BISHOPSTONE Plnewood

EELEE Fencing EEEERH

A professional, experienced Ladies
& Gents Hair Stylist & Colour Tech-
nician, based in a private salon in
Bishopstone. Also offering  Semi
Permanent Eyelash Extensions for
thicker, longer lashes.

Please see website for more information

- &l

Fencing and Gate Specialists

A complete range of fencing, gates & decking
solutions to suit every garden and
environment

b
e
)
S
&

Telephone: 01793 523719
Mobile: 07763 399 515 or

e-mail:
lan@pinewoodfencing.com

visit us at www. pinewoodfencing.com

B

07786 992 598
info@charlottebentley.co.uk

| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| For a free quotation, please call |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
www.charlottebentley.co.uk | |
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The racing pigs have been put safely
out to stud (or similar, whatever it is
with pigs), with Perky, the surprise
winner of two races, from Wanbor-
ough of all places, clearly being re-
warded with the majority of the organic
bananas that [ offer them every day.

It’s what my pet pigs were raised on,
as you will be able to read if you or-
der a copy of the book Helen (with
some input from me) has written. It’s
called Pig: Tales from an Organic
Farm, published on 20" September by
Wildfire. Available now on pre-order
through Amazon, Waterstones, Foyles
and others. It follows the fortunes of
some of our glorious saddleback fe-
males from the week they produced
their litters—that week with the short-
est day, 21% December—through one
of the hardest winters we can recall,
and into what’s been a late but glori-
ous spring. What’s happened, how
they got through—if they did—and
find out why, for the first time, we
adopted three pathetic piglets at the
house and reared them on bananas and
eggs, and turned two of them into fan-
tastic specimens. Go and look at them
in the paddock near The Forty. Marvel
at the wondrous hussy-like behaviour
of Mrs Messy Bed, as Helen uses the
story of our pigs to spread a wider net
over the lunacies and difficulties of
working within a food industry domi-
nated by international mega busi-
ness and food over-production, in a
world where many are still starving.

The book launch will be celebrated
with a mini festival, called probably,
Pigtails, at the pub and on the farm
on 22" September. We’re asking sev-
eral authors from the fields of food,
environment, natural history and the
like; several local music acts, an in-

ternational DJ, and offering food,
farm tours, and probably a gin tasting
party as part of the deal. It will be a
ticket only event. Watch this space.

Staying with the farm, some of you
will have taken a walk through the
Eastbrook Valley* this spring and
early summer. Those of you in there
this past fortnight may have noticed
the profusion of orchids now bloom-
ing, on both banks—three or four
types—from the bottom to the top.
I’ve only been here 23 years, and their
spread has been remarkable—testi-
mony to the way the place is grazed,
sympathetically, with encouragement
from EU funds directed through UK
agencies. If the orchids disappear one
day, it’s because we have left the EU,
I presume. It’s not just the orchids, but
probably 50-100 types of other wild
flowers and grasses that now domi-
nate the valley at this time of year.
Take a walk—it’s a free natural phe-
nomenon on your doorstep. Just like
the murmurations some of us enjoyed,
looking across from Eastbrook to
Lammy Down between January and
March. Did we have 50,000 Scandi-
navian starlings living with our pigs,
or was it 100,000? Their perform-
ances each night before sunset were
remarkable. Catch them next year.

Fresh from my controversial com-
ments about looking for staff two
months ago, I can report that we
are fully equipped currently, so I'm
sorry that those talented boys and
girls from our villages have to wait
their turn for work; but we do need a
cleaner for our offices in Cues Lane,
out of hours (evenings or weekends,
two-three hours each week); and it’s
possible this job could be combined
with being our part time hotel house-
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keeper, one day each week and holi-
day cover. Applications or interest to
Carolyn Curtis or Lisa Jones, please,
info@helenbrowningorganics.co.uk.
On this occasion, any applicants from

Ashbury would be most >
welcome, of course! LT
(*see pix left & page 1) TF
Womens Institute
- Inspiring Women

Our meeting this month is with John
Reynolds who is giving a talk on
Antartica; 12" July Bishopstone
Village Hall at 7.30pm.
29" August is booked for a rare op-
portunity for a private tour of Long-
ford Castle, near Salisbury. This is
the private home of the Earl of Rad-
nor and is a beautiful castle, with
the river Avon running through the
grounds. A world-class art collection
open to the public for only 28 days a
year. We have a visit and guided tour
exclusive to our group; £14 pp.
Looking ahead to our meeting in
August, we have Dorothy Cook
who has worked as a midwife, lec-
turer and consultant for over 35
years - her talk will certainly have
Never a Dull Moment, 9" August
Hinton Parva Village Hall 7.30pm.
Our National WI has once again
partnered with The National Gallery
in London for another art study day
Face Value - The Power of Portraits
on 30" November. Details to come so
Art Lovers to watch this space!
Your local WI has members from
the villages of Ashbury, Bishop-
stone, Hinton Parva, Wanborough and
Lyddington, and we always welcome
new members. We provide sup-
port for new interest groups to be
developed - with the power of the
WI behind them. Any ideas you
would like to explore with us?
Our  monthly  meeting takes
place on the 2" Thursday of the
month in either Bishopstone or
Hinton Parva Village Halls.
Come along to one of our meetings
to see if you like it - no obligation to
join unless you want to!
Please contact me if you would like
any further information.

Patricia Wells 01793 790 054
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COFFEE SHOP
& FOOD TO GO
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e : BUY OUR

HAMPERS
ONLINE
WNW.ELOBMFIELDSFINEFODD.E0.UK
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OPEN ALL DAY FOR
FRESH & HOMEMADE
SANDWICHES BAGUETTES

'rnn m nnnusmn

ARTISAN CHEESES OLIVES
! FRESH BREAD - PRESERVES

AND OTHER LOCALLY | COFFEES & TEAS -LOCALALE
SOURCED HOT & (QL : HomemADE cakES - FRuIT

: & VEC - CIDER & WINE

SEASONAL FOOD
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DELI CAFE - SHRIVENHAM 100 BUSINESS PARK
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Trigg

Estate Agents, Chartered Surveyors & Auctione:

Do you have any hidden
Treasures?

Antiques Valuations
with our professional
specialist valuers

Pippa Kidson-Trigg 01793 861 000
Auction rooms midway
Highworth & Shrivenham
www.Kidsontrigg.co.uk

.........................................................

‘O‘Lym’s HamDogs

I]ng Walking
: . & Sitting

L
‘.‘ call ﬂ?ﬂl.’i 465 344

.........................................................

| Landscapmg& Gardemng fimie

ss camng Hedge Trimming, Small
Sy Clearances, Garden Maintenance

r%cgpmg, Fencing, Gates,Paths
& Paving ;

onsxbagkmg.sx or mformaz‘zon

- v Please pholae &«
Rzl ,i‘amisRobbg%’ﬁ 599. T g
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Exhausted of Hinton Parva

It appears that the Mantelpieces
are the only people in the universe
who eat Sunday lunch at home. I’ve
come to this conclusion having tried
and failed to book tables for said
meal in sundry hostelries on a vari-
ety of weekends. I suspect that this
underlies national concerns about
the obesity epidemic; it must be due
to all the roast potatoes and apple
crumbles being hoovered up across
the land each Sunday. By my logic,
if there was a curfew from Saturday
evening to Monday morning, we
could all be sylph-like by Christmas.
Surely, it’s not that simple? Might we
just start eating roasts at home? Oh;
wait; isn’t that what we all used to do?
Back to the drawing board.

The last time we did manage to
wangle a table at a not-entirely lo-
cal hostelry for Sunday lunch, one
among our party had chosen beef.
When asked what sauces we would
like, she asked for horseradish. The
waitress looked at her in puzzled
horror. Horse?, she exclaimed; We
don t serve horse. Such a relief. . .
The universal shove in a healthier
direction seems to have been embraced
by the local schools. While PE lessons
may be lighter on the ground (or heav-
ier, since we’re told that children are
getting larger), the amount of time set
aside for school sports days seems to
have increased from a couple of hours
to an entire day. Call me a cynic, but
is this just to allow more time to make

adults run about a bit in the parents’

races part of the event? And is this for
the benefit of the participants’ overall
health, or for the general amusement
of the teaching staff? Whichever it is,
I can report that Dearly Beloved has
been drafted in to uphold the family
honour this afternoon. We didn’t ini-
tially realise this and thought that we’d
been honoured with an invitation to a
pleasant afternoon on a school sports
field. Then Daughter No. 1 announced
that she’d be wearing flip flops, and
realisation dawned that we were
expected to turn up in trainers...

I have terrifying memories of the

competitive nature of some parents
at school sports days. One of our
daughters’ friends was in possession
of such a scarily-determined mother
that no-one would have dreamt of try-
ing to beat her in the mothers’ race.
Those of us with any sense hid be-
hind a bush to avoid the risk of be-
ing flung aside or trampled in her
rampage to the tape. Only a new
parent, with no knowledge of the in-
juries she’d inflicted the previous
year, would have lined up next to her.
Amid all the talk of weight loss
and exercise, there is good news
for our weightier feathered friends,
though - the arrival of skinny chick-
en soup on supermarket shelves
must have made plumper fowls
positively giddy with happiness to
have a higher than recommended
bird-BMI. More worms, anyone?
Mrs Mantelpiece

%= And Almost Finally...

I know you have all
been dying to receive
this copy of the news-
letter, in  suspend-
ers as to whether my
pressie from you guys ever arrived.
Well this is what happened:

There was a promise of a delivery on
Wednesday 16" May, however, on the
MondayIhad atextmessage, wewill be
here in about 15 minutes. | waited full
of joy. Eventually there was a 'phone
call, we can't find you, after careful
directions a van arrived but the driver
announced, we have come to collect a
mattress - honestly I could have wept.
So, I rang the manufacturers who
laughed, don't listen to the internet
retailer, we send direct. We'll get in
touch on the 21* to arrange a date.
On Friday 18" I received text stating
that they would deliver Thursday 24™
May. That day a delivery did arrive,
but not for me, they had the wrong
house. Again I telephoned the manu-
facturers. Sorry we didn't deliver due
to driver issues. The next day, Yay,
unbelievably, IT ARRIVED.

I swear every word of the above
is true and the pressic will be
unveiled in the next issue.

mogs XXX
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Finally

The views of individual writers
expressed in this magazine do not
necessarily reflect those of the edi-
tor, the parish council, or the church.
If you have any feedback, ques-
tions or would like to submit a story
for inclusion in the Village News,
please contact one of the editorial
staff listed below:

Editor:
mogsboon@hotmail.com
Subject: newsletter (in case my com-
puter rather rudely thinks you are
junk mail) or deliver to:
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
Sub-Editor:
Sheila Collins
admin2.collins@icloud.com
Features Editor:
Fiona McAnespie
mcanespieflwgmail.com
1 Little Hinton Farm Cottages, Hinton.
Please note that names and contact
details must accompany these letters,
but, of course, we will not publish your
details unless requested to do so.

ADVERTISING
This is what pays for the newslet-
ter to be printed, Doug Stevens
doug@mowerfixer.co.uk is in charge
of the accounts. We must warn you
that adverts received without pay-
ment will not be included. For peo-
ple with small, one-off advertisements
there is a minimum fee of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village web-
site email: Andy Greenhalgh, agreen-
ha@gmail.com or Jonathon Boon,
wizeoldboon@hotmail.com
The copy deadline is the 15" of the
month but please send large items
as early as possible. Don’t forget
copy must include name and contact
details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free of
charge to all households in the par-
ish donations towards the cost of pro-
duction will be gratefully received
by Doug.
The newsletter appears on the village
website at:

www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org
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Austin

(Heating & Air Conditioning) Ltd

EXPERTS IN OIL, GAS, LPG
& WARM AIR HEATING SYSTEMS

Servicing & repairs
Installation
QOFTEC/Gas Safe Certification

SPECIALISTS IN
BUILDINGS OF A HISTORIC MATURE,
INCLUDING CHURCHES

Tel: (01793) 536671
Email: general@austlnheat.cum

Website: www. austinheat.com

Trading since 1972
CONTRACTORS FOR THE NATIONAL TRUST

Ridgeway villages

®  omemerior T
= doug@mowerfixer.couk ;.
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For A W Sy

HERITAGE
TREE CARE

Professional Tree Surgeons

Comprehensive Service ¢
Qualified Staff Y
Fully Insured

v Pruning & Shaping
v Felling & Removal
v Hedge Cutting

v Strump Grinding

v Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Call lan Walding (N.C.Hort/N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

.Primary Colours
/@4 painting & Decorating

* High Quality Internal Decoration

* Commercial & Domestic Premisas
* City & Guilds Qualified

* Portfolio & References available

# FREE, NO OBLIGATION estimates
# All work guarantead

* Competitive Hates

gpm Baart fsb®

Tel: 01793 828547
Mob: 07736 847597

www.primary-colours.co.uk
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BDR

Keeping Your Btﬁn‘a’dsmm
Fonneﬂted

VolIP Solutions

IP
Hosted Telephony Wi-Fi Networks
SIP 'Managed IT Solutions
Lines & Calls Disaster Recovery
Lease Lines Cloud Solutions

Business Mobiles

V'ﬁualisations
Telephone Systems

4

9 High Street, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7AG

T: 01793 863 450
E: sales@southernvoiceanddata.co.uk J
W: www.southernvoiceanddata.co.uk

Aresce Childleare
Aol
=

Pre-Scheool

=
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Ca’rermg at your par

hog roast served with
homemade apple sauce,
stuffing

spit roast lamb served
with all of the ‘rmmmmgs |
or spit roast machine
available to hire

:::::

07968 866323
info@hintonmarshfarm.co.uk

-

MNursery, Pre-School and School Clubs

for children aged & weeks to 12 vears

Inspirational forest schooling in a beautiful setting

Fully flexible hours between 8am and 6pm

2,3 and 4 vear old funding available

= WWWL 1I’rrr scochildcare.com

=% enquiries@alfrescochildcare.co.uk
g% (01793 790263




