
for Bishopstone & Hinton Parva May 2018

Country Garden Fête 
Noon - Saturday 23rd June

Church Farm, Hinton Parva

Raising money for 
Bishopstone Primary School 

Adult and Child trail sheets will be available 
from The School & The Royal Oak

Trail will run from 
26th May - 10th June

There will be prizes for the winning 
child and adult trails 

If you have any questions or wish to buy a 
trail in advance
Please contact Belinda:  

07956 654 873 

Bishopstone Duck Trail

Come and Support this great village event
Details page 3

Contact Hazel 790 621

* Look out for small articles from 
  yesteryear on page 6
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Country Garden Fête 
Noon - Saturday 23rd June, Church Farm, Hinton Parva

The Wanborough Village & Country Show 
Church Meadow, Upper Wanborough

Saturday 18th August
Save this date
Have you booked your summer holiday yet? If not, try not to miss 
this year's Wanborough Village & Country Show. 
We have some great attractions this year for all the family, 
for example: Galloping Acrobatics bringing you two dazzling horse 
displays in our main arena. From the minute Galloping Acrobatics 
enter the arena you will be mesmerised by the remarkable 
feats of gymnastic, acrobatic and equestrian skills on display. 
Do have a look at their website:

http://www.gallopingacrobatics.com/index.php 
See you in August

Looking forward to seeing you again this year as we fundraise for our local churches. Come rain or shine, this 
event gives the community a chance to get together in a beautiful setting.
While you’re there, you may as well stay to have a cream tea or a tasty organic burger from Helen Browning’s 
Flying Pig. The children can let off some steam bouncing up and down (and sideways) on the bouncy castle and 
spend a few pennies, splatting the rat and testing their aim on the coconut shy.
Amongst the attractions this year are: Live music with Syd & Jo & The Cheese house band; bar; ice creams; the 
chocolate tombola (everyone’s favourite stall); wood turning; local honey; classic cars, bikes and steam engine; 
wheel of fortune; toy stall; paintings; cake stall – and so much more.

All that, and I haven’t even mentioned the raffle! This year it’s looking 
especially appealing with a top £100 cash prize; £50 Boden clothes voucher; 
2 packs organic beer donated by Arkells; Eddingtons Ltd are donating an item from 
their home & kitchen ware; there’s a £50 John Lewis gift voucher and many more top-
notch prizes – all for the price of a £1 ticket.

We need your donations please, so start your Spring cleaning and give us all that 
stuff you haven’t used in years for the various stalls. If you do want to donate to the 
fete but your unwanted items are very large, it would probably make it easier all round 
if you photographed them and posted a pic on the Bishopstone & Hinton Parva Facebook 
page, or put a free ad in the June newsletter.

Here are the people you can contact for the various stalls:
(B – Bishopstone, H – Hinton Parva)

Accessories   Val Brodin (H) - 791 949
Books            Andy & Caryn Greenhalgh (B) - 791 469
Bottle Stall    David & Claire Clark (H) - 790 550
Children’s Toys     Mandy Ridler (H) - 791 163
Country Larder      Jane Golding (B) - 791 488
Plant Stall          Marion Peck (H) - 791 001 &   
   Sarah Best (B) - 791 163
White Elephant    Lesley Coates (H) - 790 520   
   Jo Selbourne (B) - 790 485
Raffle    Sheila Collins (B) 790 358

Parking is free, within easy walking distance of the event, whilst parking for disabled is on site.

Local politician for Swindon, Robert Buckland, will be opening the fete at 
midday and is holding a pop-up-question-time-walk-a-round while he’s there.

Coordinator Hazel Cooke 790 621 (H)



Private Parties
Meetings etc welcome

Catering may be available 
Free Parking

The most pretty Hall around, and free parking .
Bookings Secretary Janet 791 391- Please leave a message if 
required
£6.00 per hour for residents of Bishopstone & Hinton Parva 
£8.00 per hour for those living outside the parish

Hinton Parva Village Hall  - May
Beginners' Bridge  Wednesday  2nd                 7.00 - 9.00pm
Bridge                    Friday          4th, 11th, 18th & 25th               7.30 - 10.00pm
Private Booking      Thursday      3rd                              6.00 - 7.30pm
WI        Thursday    10th        7.00 - 9.30pm
Private Booking      Thursday    17th                             6.00 - 7.30pm
Private Booking      Thursday    24th                              6.00 - 7.30pm
Private Booking      Thursday    31st                              6.00 - 7.30pm
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The hall is cleaned      Mondays                                              8.30 - 10.30am
Taekwondo           Tuesdays         1st, 8th, 15th &22nd           7.00 - 8.00pm 
Mothers & Toddlers    Thursdays     10th, 17th & 24th              9.30 - 11.00am 
School            Thursdays     10th, 17th & 24th                3.15 - 4.15pm
Martial Arts           Mondays        7th, 14th & 21st                            5.00 - 7.00pm
Polling Day           Thursday        3rd

Gardening Society      Wednesday     9th              7.00 - 9.00pm
Gardening Society      Friday           11th               6.00 - 7.30pm
Plant Sale                  Saturday      12th             8.00am - noon
Private Party               Saturday        12th                                 noon - midnight
Village Hall Meeting  Monday         14th                                  7.00 - 8.30pm
Film Club           Friday           25th        7.00 - 10.00pm
Daily School Dinners (not holidays) Subject to bookings      11.45 - 1.00pm            
All bookings for the Village Hall Bishopstone will be taken via Bishopstone 
CE Primary School. In term time, call 01793 790 521 and speak to Sue 
Tremlin, or leave a message on the answer phone.  During school holidays 
there will be a message giving an alternative number to contact. We look 
forward to receiving your bookings for Bishopstone’s excellent Village Hall.
Cost for hiring the hall: £7.50 per hour for Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 
residents. £11 per hour for all other bookings.  Cost for hiring the hall for a 
full day is £55.
At  http://bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/bishopstonevillagehall/ you can 
find a link to more helpful information about the Hall and the terms and 
conditions of hire.

The Village Hall , Bishopstone - May

Community Connect  
Coffee Morning

Wanborough Farmers' Market  
We will be raising awareness of the 
work done by the local branch of 
Christians Against Poverty (CAP).  
CAP provides free professional debt 
advice to anyone, regardless of age, 
gender, or background, through home 
visits, continuous support, and positive 
solutions. During the last four years, 

For more information contact:
Sue or David Birley: 
01793 790 438 sbirley@gn.apc.org

Wanborough's Farmers' Market
9.00am - Noon

Saturday 19th May
Wanborough Village Hall 

High Street 
Lower Wanborough

                   MOIDER (it’s the Bronx 
accent) on the Orient Express was 
the third performance shown at the 
City Lights community cinema. Well 
attended and well enjoyed,  no technical 
issues and ice creams in the interval 
– Thanks, Doug!
Our next Showing is The Excep-
tion starring Christopher Plummer 
and  Lily James (ravishing in every-
thing she does) on Friday 27th April 
Doors open 1900hrs. See you there.
We’ve pencilled in 25th May for the 
following City Lights event and will 
circulate film details in due course.
Meanwhile, I have just emailed eve-
ryone to get together to confirm de-
tails for that date but may not get this 
until after the newsletter goes to press 
– we will keep everybody posted.

Richard Walker

There will be refreshments, thanks 
to the Community Cafe who raise 
money for local charities. 

the Highworth branch of CAP has 
helped nearly 100  families/individuals 
and seen 47% of those become 
debt free. One local person who 
has felt the worry of debt lift, has 
said: I'm no longer afraid to answer 
the phone and open the post. I no 
longer wake up in the middle of the 
night in a panic.  CAP have helped 
me begin to reconstruct my life.
Also on 19th  May, a group of walkers, 
including Jo Pearse from Wanbor-

ough, will be attempting to com-
plete the Yorkshire Three Peaks 
Challenge of 24 miles in less than 
12 hours in order to raise funds 
and awareness for this charity.
If you are able, please come and enjoy 
free coffee and cake on the19th, and 
support your local Farmers’ Market.

Bishopstone 100 club
April Winners

           1st     36 Sarah Best
           2nd  50 Gwen Parker
           3rd  13  Fraser Blunt

Subs owed
Jo 790 485

Cinema



Advertising Space
If you would like to place an 
advert in the newsletter please 
contact:

angiealcock@hotmail.co.uk
or mogsboon@hotmail.com

01793 790 626
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for your diary

A Barn Dance 
 5.00pm Saturday 16th June
 Prebendal Farm, Bishopstone

What talent we have in Bishopstone! A Ceilidh Band 
& caller on our doorstep and an excellent choir.
Bar, Fish & Chips and  Exercise! + Tickets £10, 

kids  under 12 free
 

Contact: jo@prebendal. com. or 790 485
In aid of Bishopstone School & Highworth 

Choral Society.

And Not Remotely Finally...
I am sneaking in  this page as my team have filled page 14, 
much better than the editor does, I suspect you are saying. 
Isn't the year rushing passed quickly, or am I getting older? 
No, not me, I plan to stay age 12 for the foreseeable future.
Anyway, here is the May edition and I have barely got used 
to it being 2018. As I write (don't say this out loud) spring 
has arrived. We noticed that March came in like an arctic 
lion and went out all cold and soggy. Haven't heard any pre-

dictions for the summer. You know the sort 
of thing; it's going to be a hot June because 
a blackbird pooed on my washing. 
If anybody has any more reliable 
weather predictions, let us know.

Mogs X
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How may people remember when 
Bishopstone declared Independence? 
I seem to recall that the newly cre-
ated state had its own airforce, even  
though  it only consisted of one 'plane
Don’t forget INDEPENDENCE DAY 
in Bishopstone on 27th May! 
A programme of fun events 
for all the family is being 
planned, and full details 
will appear in the special 
INDEPENDENT edition of this 
newsletter, which will ar-
rive on doormats in Bishop-
stone shortly. The Republic 
wants to raise lots of rev-
enue to support its church, 
school and village hall, so 
check out the details and 
come and join in the fun.
Hinton Parva residents 
wishing to receive the 
full programme in advance 
should contact Mary Le 
Coyte for a copy of the 
INDEPENDENT newsletter.

* News from yesteryears

Independence Day Barn 
Dance

Saturday 27th May 1995 
7.30 – 11.00pm

To round off the celebra-
tions for Independence Day 
in Bishopstone, a grand Barn 
Dance will be held at Preb-
endal Farm. No expense has 
been spared to bring you 
the music of ‘Mild and Bit-
ter’, a barbecue supper, and 
a licensed bar – the danc-
ing will be everything you 
would expect, and this is 
an opportunity to join an 
evening of fun and friend-
ship and help to support 
the church, the school, and 
Bishopstone village hall.
Tickets are £5.00 each, to 
include supper (free to ac-
companied children under 
12). And numbers are strict-
ly limited, so book early! 
Tickets available from Mary 
and Peter Le Coyte, Spring 
Cottage, Bishopstone or 
Jo Walters, Mount Pleas-
ant Point, Bishopstone, 
who await your calls.

Stop press! Stop press!
Best kept village
In last month’s newsletter I 
wrote that the plaque com-
memorating the occasion 
when we won in 1975 dis-
appeared off the Mill wall, 
never to be seen again. 
Well guess what? A few 
days later, the plaque was 
delivered to me by Mervyn 
(Jones) who had looked 
after it for all the missing 
years once the Mill be-
came a dwelling. Mervyn 
was on the Parish Council 
at the time, so it was 
given to him for safe 
keeping.
The story doesn’t end there – the village has in fact won it twice! It was first 
won in the 1960’s (before my time) and the plaque was erected on a post in 
the pond. I have it on good authority that it was eventually removed. I wonder 
what happened to it.

Roz
In fairness I must add that Hinton was included in the winning of the Best 
Kept Village competition in 1975 and there is an identical plaque on Hinton 
Village Hall

Ed

Photograph showing the plaque being unveiled on the now nonexistent jetty 
on Bishopstone Mill Pond  in the 1960s. Bob Wilson, (Rob Selbourne's grand-
father), is 2nd from the left and John Prior, the vicar, is (obviously) the chap 
on the right. Who are the other two men and who is the little girl?
Nb - The Wiltshire Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England organised 
and ran the first Best Kept Village competition. The idea was initially 
proposed in 1952. In July 1959 the first competition took place in the county.
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Hill Manor House, Hinton Parva, Wiltshire.  SN4 0DP
Tel: 01793 791 148  Mobile: 07799 360 565 Email: tomcripwell@gmail.com

Extensions     Plastering      Plumbing
Landscaping        Tiling       Terracing
Roofing	 	 	 			Carpentry	 	 						Flooring
Kitchens              Bathrooms           Decorating

TOM’S TEAM

11.00am to 6.00pm
19th/20th and 24th to 28th May
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 Wednesday        2nd May           7.00pm      Midweek Communion          Wanborough Vicarage  

Sunday               6th May            8.30am     Holy Communion              Bishopstone 
6th Sunday of Easter                  10.30am      Family Communion               Lyddington 
                  6.00pm      Evensong             Hinton Parva
Wednesday        9th May           7.00pm      Midweek Communion                       Wanborough Vicarage 
Sunday            13th   May           8.30am      Holy Communion                                    Lyddington  
 7th Sunday of Easter                 10.30am      Family Communion                 Bishopstone  
                            6.00pm      Evensong                    Wanborough
Wednesday      16th May           7.00pm      Midweek Communion                      Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday             20th May            8.30am     Holy Communion            Hinton Parva 
 Whit Sunday                            10.30am      Family Communion            Wanborough 
                   6.00pm      Evensong              Bishopstone
Wednesday      23rd May            7.00pm      Midweek Communion                      Wanborough Vicarage
Sunday             27th May            8.30am      Holy Communion                            Wanborough
 Trinity Sunday                         10.30am      Family Communion                        Hinton Parva
               6.00pm      Evensong                Lyddington
Wednesday      30th May           7.00pm      Midweek Communion          Wanborough Vicarage  

Sunday              3rd June            8.30am     Holy Communion              Bishopstone           
 6th Sunday after Trinity             10.30am      Family Communion               Lyddington 
                   6.00pm      Evensong             Hinton Parva

The Vicar’s Letter
Dear Friends and Neighbours,
Our Easter celebrations were kicked 
off beautifully by the hard work and 
efforts of our Schools. Both the pupils 
and the staff did so much to retell the 
story of Jesus’ Passion, Death and 
Resurrection. It really did feel like 
the telling of the Good News of the 
Gospel. The timing of the school cel-
ebrations was interesting too. Just like 
bottles of water that are given to those 
competing in a marathon, the Schools’ 
telling of these historical events in be-
tween Palm Sunday and Easter Sun-
day was refreshing, and served as a 
light at the end of the proverbial tun-
nel as we travelled geographically 
across the churches of the benefice 
to spend time in thought and in prayer 
on the key events of that time.
After the great celebrations of Jesus 
entering Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 
we came together on Thursday for a 
simple meal in Hinton. This was to re-
member both the People of Israel and 
their protection from tragic events in 
Egypt, and the Last Supper. There was 
a lovely atmosphere of prayer, friend-
ship and remembrance. The next day 
we met in St Mary’s, Bishopstone. 
The plan was to carry a wooden cross 

from there to the Ridgeway. Pausing 
fifteen times on the way to hear the 
story of Jesus’ condemnation, and 
His payment for the times when we 
weren’t, aren’t and won’t be, the best 
that we can be. On our arrival, we nor-
mally sit with drinks and Hot Cross 
Buns, along with any pet dogs that ac-
company us, enjoying the views and 
trying to work out how many counties 
we can see from our vantage point. 
The rain this year had different ideas. 
Instead we stayed in church and lit 
and held a candle at each stage of the 
story. Some of us then walked with-
out pause to the Ridgeway, planted 
the cross and went back to a warm 
church to dry out and eat and drink 
there. There was still a sense of di-
vine purpose and achievement de-
spite the rain, and seeing this year's 
lambs only added to the occasion. 
Saturday evening saw the lighting of 
our Easter, or Paschal candles, one 
for each church. Drawn from a fire at 
the entrance to St Swithun’s, the light 
of the candles led us into a darkened 
church. Holding candles of our own, 
we hear of our shared history and the 
divine plan. With bells ringing, hymn 
singing and electric lights on, we go 
on to celebrate the fact that Jesus has 

conquered death and opened the door 
to life after this, next time forever.
And so the gathering of so many pa-
rishioners on Sunday morning and the 
sharing of The Meal like the one we 
will get to share in our heavenly home 
completed our journey. For some, 
it was all the more complete after 
a hunt for chocolate eggs! These,  unlike 
the tomb that they represent, were 
solid rather than hollow. The presence 
of children near the beginning and at 
the end of our Holy Week, coupled 
with the simple joy of an Easter Egg, 
only serves to remind us that we 
are all God’s children and that His 
love for us is simple, unconditional 
and to be enjoyed. Delivering acts of 
random kindness simply, and without 
fuss, to those around us is both our 
calling and a lovely way to respond.
The Ridgeway Link is an example 
of this, as is the hospitality that they 
extend at their Annual General Meet-
ing. Unfortunately due to the need 
to be at another meeting, held at the 
same time, I was unable to enjoy this 
and the sense of achievement that is 
a regular feature of their meeting. If 
you have time to take someone to a 
hospital or doctor’s appointment, or 
perhaps to take someone out to get 

Church Services in the Benefice



Village News May 2018                                                           9

 Cleaning Rota - St. Mary’s Church, Bishopstone
  May   Mary Darling & Lisa Fitchett 
  June   Lorna Ford & Linda Matthews
  July   Karen Stevens & Sheila Collins 
  August   Fran Shishton & Gill White
  September  Chris Thomas & Gill May 
  October  Maggie Gill & Jane Golding 
  November  Liz Warwick & Jane Manktelow 
  December  Sarah Best & Jenny Isles 
Many thanks to all those who have helped to keep our church 
cared for and clean. We always welcome more volunteers on the 
rota; if you, or anyone you know, might like to join us 
             Sarah Best 791 121

Parish Contacts
The Vicar: the Rev Bill O’Connell
The Vicarage, Church Road, 
Wanborough, SN4 0BZ

01793 791 359
villagevicar@hotmail.co.uk

The Churchwardens: St. Mary's
John Lowry             01793 790 271 

john1000000@live.com
Doug Stevens              01793 791 107
                    doug@mowerfixer.co.uk
Alan Taylor                 01793 791 666 

R2attayloralan@aol.com
The Churchwardens: St. Swithun's
Tom Cripwell              01793 791 148 

tomcripwell@gmail.com
Emma Cripwell           01793 791 148         
    emma@angelpublicity.com
The Acting Secretary:
Alan Taylor - Charlbury Cottage, 
Westend, Bishopstone, SN6 8PT

01793 791 666 
R2attayloralan@aol.com

List of Other PCC Members:
Karen Stevens (Treasurer)

01793 791 107       
 kschurchview@gmail.com 

a few groceries please do call:
Rachel Hale on 791 192 

especially if your vehicle can 
cope with snow! With banks and 
hedgerows blooming, I pray that 
a wonderful spring and summer 
are now well on their way. 
With best wishes and prayers
If you have anything that you would 
like our village prayer group to pray 
for please contact:

telephone - 790 088  
email - villageprayers@gmail.com

With best wishes and prayers
Bill

Womens Institute 
- Inspiring Women

Lots happening this month!
Mental health matters as much as 
physical health. The National Fed-
eration of WIs urges all WI members 
to recognise the importance of parity 
between mental health and physical 
health, and take action to make it as 
acceptable to talk about mental health 
issues as much as physical health is-
sues, and to lobby government for 
better support for mental illness.
The WI has a long history of campaign-
ing on a wide range of issues that mat-
ter to women and their communities.  
If the importance of mental health is 
something you care about, why not 
join us for the discussion and campaign 
ideas on Thursday 10th May, 7.30pm 
at Hinton Parva Village Hall.
Looking ahead to June, our WI will be 
holding its Annual Flower and Craft 
Show  - which it has done since 1956.  
The show is an initiative established 
two years after our WI was started, 
which has been sustained with en-
thusiasm by our members ever since.  
There are some 40 classes, varied and 
wide ranging, including preserves, 
cake baking, flower arranging, sew-
ing & crafts, art and photography.  
Make a date and come along on 
14th June at Bishopstone Village 
Hall to see the 200 plus entries.  
More info in next month's magazine!
Upcoming events and trips include;
- Visit on Thursday 3rd May to the lovely 

art gallery and Capability Brown gar-
dens of Compton Verney, Warwick, to 
see Ravillious & Company, A Pattern 
of Friendship exhibition including a 
talk by Andy Fried, Co-curator and 
author of his book by the same name. 
- Our Art Lovers Group is holding an-
other of our popular Art Study days 
with Jenny Lyall (art historian and 
NADFAS member) on Stanley Spen-
cer, together with a short lecture on 
The Wedding at Cana by Veronese.  
Tuesday 15th May 10.30-15.30.
- Have a Go Bowls session at Hoop-
ers Field with the Wanborough Bowls 
club, 2.00pm Thursday 31st May.
May is also the month when we hold 
our annual Ridgeway Group event 
where our WI links up with the WIs 
of Chiseldon, Ellendune, Ermine 
Street, Liden and Stratton St Margaret 
for an evening of sharing ideas and 
networking with other members.  
This year we are delighted to welcome 
as our special guest speaker Ruth 
Rogers - From the War Horses Mouth.  
Ruth was War Horse Assistant Pup-
petry Director from 2011-13 and for 
two years previously the only female 
puppeteer operating Joey's head. Her 
fascinating talk will include rehearsal 
photos, a detailed look at how the War 
Horse puppets work, the auditions and 
rehearsals, performing as a horse - and 
may even include lessons in whinny-
ing!  Tuesday 29th May at Ellendune 
Centre, Wroughton at 7.30pm.
Your local WI has members from 
the villages of Ashbury, Bishop-
stone, Hinton Parva, Wanborough 
and Liddington, and we always wel-
come new members.  We provide 
support for new interest groups to 
be developed - with the power of 
the WI behind them. Any ideas you 
would like to explore with us?
Our monthly meeting takes 
place on the 2nd Thursday of the 
month in either Bishopstone or 
Hinton Parva village halls.
Come along to one of our meetings 
to see if you like it - no obligation to 
join unless you want to!.
Please contact me if you would like 
any further information.

Patricia Wells   01793 790 054

Roz Boot            01793 790 508 
Sara Hall                     01793 791 202  
     thecourthouse@gmail.com
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Bishopstone Gardening Society

* From May 1977
20/20 Vision
Do you know that Bishopstone 
Village Hall is 20 years old 
in 1997? It was first used 
by the Bishopstone and Dis-
trict Gardening Society in 
September 1977, and that 
same Society is, of course, 
still using the Hall today.

Thank you Emma Williams for 
this lovely  photo of a, clearly 
not vegetarian, Wren

Spring ap-
pears to have 
been cancelled 
this year.
Right now, 
writing this, 
it’s difficult to 
imagine long, 
hot sunny days, 
bees buzzing 
around swathes 
of scented flow-
ers, or taking 
a leisurely stroll around 
the allotment to see if 
any produce has sprung 
up between the weeds. 
When the Jetstream fi-
nally settles down and 
brings us some sun-
shine, the plants will start to respond, 
and that’s when some of them will 
need a bit of tidying. Fortunately, on 
Wednesday 11th April, Graeme Jago 
valiantly stepped in at the last minute 
to give us a jaunty, informative talk 
about pruning throughout the year. 
His talk was so interesting that I’ve 
made copious notes and will email 
them to our B&DGS members. Just to 
give you a little taster, under the head-
ing of Summer flowering deciduous 
plants, Graeme said: Cane growing 
shrubs (long stemmed), such as Dog-
wood, Weigela and Buddleia, benefit 
from regenerative pruning. Cut back 
hard old and woody growth from last 
year to encourage new growth from 
the base. Mind you, too ruthless a 
pruning will mean you’ll probably 
lose flowers that year, but it will un-
doubtedly rejuvenate the plant. Bud-
dleia, (a bomb-proof plant), should 
be reduced by half in winter and cut 
right back to one to two feet in March. 
Fork lightly around the base to re-
lieve compaction and apply mulch to 
suppress weeds and to aid moisture 
retention. Lavatera, though, is not as 
robust, so only cut back to where you 
can see new buds. Basically, when 
pruning, your three best friends are 
high quality secateurs, bypass lop-
pers and a pruning saw. (Graeme 

recommended Felco 
products.)
Looking ahead to 
Wednesday 9th May, 
Andrew Tolman will be 
giving us a talk and slide 
show about Stumperies, 
Ferns & Shady Friends. 
Andrew is a top-notch 
experienced gardener 
with a passion for topi-

ary, ferns 
and other 
woodland 
plants. He 
may well 
bring some 
specimens 
to buy on 
the evening 

and, possibly, some tools to buy 
too. (Busy month.) This is just be-
fore our annual fund-raising Plant 
Sale on Saturday 12th May 8.00am 
– 12.00 mid-day. Please come early 
to the hall and donate some plants. 
It’s very important that you label 
them first, as amongst the excitement 
when customers rush in (doors open 
from 10.00 to 11.30am), we can lose 
track of exactly which green plant-
let is which. Cosmos, on the other 
hand, is easy to identify. Speaking 
of Cosmos, we need some, please. 
These are amongst the best-sellers.
Our prices are crazily low, definitely 
can’t be beaten on the High Street. 
We have lots of bedding plants this 
year, to name but a few: Gerani-
ums, a variety of colourful antir-
rhinums, lobelia (bush, and trailing 
for those hanging baskets and pots), 
sweet peas, etc. All sorts of perenni-
als, some indoor succulents. Fruit, 
tomato plants and all sorts of veg, 
herbs, and did I mention tomatoes? 
No hitch-hiking snails allowed.

Our Diary for the remainder 
of the Year
Wednesday 13th June  
Lynda Warren 
A Spoonful of Herbs. (Free recipe 
sheet and products to try on the night) 

Wednesday 11th July  
Peter Biggs: Hints & tips 
from a flower show judge. He 
will have perennials to sell. 
No booking for August
Saturday 8th September 
8.00am – 5.00pm 
Annual Village Produce Show   
Wednesday 10th October
Oxford ecologist, author, pho-
tographer and public speaker 
Hugh Warwick: Eleven Things 
you can do to help hedgehogs 
Wednesday 14th November 
7.00pm AGM, 
7.30pm American Supper and a 
garden-related brain teaser!  
No booking for December
We meet every second Wednesday of 
the month at Bishopstone Village Hall, 
7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Raffle/Tea/
coffee/biscuits. £5 annual membership 
subs now due, or £2 per person on the 
door. We love to see new people, so 
please do come. You can contact Sheila 
or Sarah (Outings Organiser) at: 

banddgardeningsoc@gmail.com
Sheila :)

Pictures top left: Dogwood and 
Weigela flowers
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Barefoot  Photography
Weddings - Children - Pets

Please contact Clare for all your
photography needs

clare@barefootphoto.co.uk
Tel  ◦  07712 191779

www.Barefootphoto.co.uk

CHARLOTTE BENTLEY
HAIR / LASHES BISHOPSTONE

A professional,  experienced Ladies 
& Gents Hair Stylist & Colour Tech-
nician,  based in a private salon in 
Bishopstone.  Also offering  Semi 
Permanent Eyelash Extensions for 
thicker,  longer lashes.
Please see website for more  information

07786 992 598
info@charlottebentley.co.uk
www.charlottebentley.co.uk
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Oh I feel a bit of Facebook coming on. 
Without being prompted, those of you 
who use that ghastly US invention 
that influences elections and other 
oddities the world over will have been 
offered your memories—for some rea-
son, some Facebook algorithm decides 
apparently at random that it’s time 
you were transported to those happy 
days of yore, and before you know it, 
pictures of you and that person 
you’re not speaking to any 
more are there before your eyes, 
to try to make us all happier.
Well, I’d like to remind people about 
the happy times that used to exist at 
The Royal Oak, up to 11 years ago, 
when our neighbours could wheel 
their garden rubbish and their old 
mattresses into the car park and dump 
them as close to the True Heart hedge 
as possible. The day we took it over, it 
was condemned by the environmental 
health people in Swindon until we 
sorted it out. Drugs were openly dealt 
in the car park, and cleaners reported 
the debris  from orgiastic, drug fuelled 
nights all over the bar. The car park was 
made of mud and litter and tin cans, 
the bin area was open to all elements 
and visitors, and you had no idea 
which beer was going to come out 
of which pump. Several cars were 
dumped in the car park over the 
years, never to move under their own 
steam again to the potholed car park 
exit. But at least there was a hedge! 
So you couldn’t see much of it.
Anyway, we’re planting new hedges, 
seeding wild flowers, filling potholes, 
we’ve thrown out all the old garden 
and domestic rubbish and stopped 
having orgies, sadly. We’ve got 
monthly pest control, expensive and 
rarely fruitful; and family  customers 
love our chickens, but we’re going to 
move them because they’re making a 
mess on the path to the Wyncies appar-
ently, and elsewhere, scratching soil 
and gravel without any consideration 
for others. Overall, we have reached a 
level of piety that I never thought pos-
sible. I seek forgiveness everywhere 
I go, and hope you will offer it.

The Royal Oak Diary Such fun, and I’m sure I have many 
personal and professional  habits 
which must irritate people.  By the 
way, something’s happened to the 
bottle man or woman, I’ve had noth-
ing to report since the end of last 
year. It was a source of considerable 
entertainment for some readers, who 
ought to find a good book instead.
Some of our events this summer 
which you might enjoy
22nd April—possibly too late—
Drive it Day, our annual celebra-
tion of classic and vintage cars, 
bikes, machinery, from 9.00am. 
Cues Lane will be clogged.
19th May—Belinda Carlisle—those 
of you who asked me for tickets 
a few months ago must remind 
me who you are!
20th- 28th May Oxfordshire Art Week
—local artists, including Ushma 
Sargeant, on show
3rd June International Pig Racing 
Festival. You know the score. The 
Council has agreed to close Cues 
Lane again from the telephone box 
to the pub entrance; apologies if it 
inconveniences anyone, but it’s only 
for a few hours and we’ve raised 
about £4,000 for mostly village 
charities over the previous 6 years.
24th June Ridgeway Revenge half 
marathon and 10k run
7th July: International Gin Party in 
the garden. Lots of gin and food and
loud music.
We’re looking for regular reliable 
intelligent bar and waiting staff 
with immediate effect—we pre-
fer Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 
as our recruiting ground, talent’s 
a bit thin in Ashbury….
You’ll be delighted to learn that my 
two pet pigs, rescued from their dying 
mother in mid February, are now 
growing like topsy and will soon be 
unleashed on the village, via the pub 
garden where we’re building a new 
pigsty. If you find one in your gar-
den, please call the pub before they 
tear it apart. They are good at garden 
c l e a r a n c e , 
obviously, if you 
want to hire one.
TF

By the time this is read I do hope we 
will all be basking in warm sunshine. 
Last month I hoped for some drying 
winds and they are yet to material-
ise, so forgive me if I bang on about 
March and the first half of April. We 
all know its been a wretched, extend-
ed and a continually wet and snowy 
spell. In my 60 years of experience I 
cannot recall its equal. We may have 
had more rain before but never have 
we not planted a seed before the mid-
dle of April. Late planting like this has 
been termed cuckoo barley to hope-
fully coincide with the bird’s arrival 
here. It was also rather associated 
with backward, inefficient practices. 
So there we are: all guilty this time! 
But it will turn, as it always has in 
England, and I did hear a returning 
chiff chaff yesterday on 10th April.
What are the consequences? Garden-
ers and farmers are all behind. Tra-
ditionally potatoes were planted on 
Good Friday. I have yet to plant my 
garden earlies. On the farm, unless we 
have a very helpful growing season, 
we are facing lower yields and on 
heavy wet land I expect some crops 
will not get planted this year. We have 
just returned from a few days holiday 
in mid Wales where over several years 
we have been walking along Offa’s 
dyke, roughly going due north. It runs 
from Chepstow to Chester, a distance 
of 172 miles and was a monumental 
project dating back to 750 AD. Staying 
in a remote farmhouse with friends 
near Clun, the farmer said he had a 
dreadful time with his sheep. These 
hills are covered with sheep. March 
is a popular lambing month and there 
have been frightful losses from snow 
and wet, despite careful shepherding. 
At home on Russley Downs, we take in 
sheep from a farmer near Tewkesbury 
on agistment to clear up excess grass. 
Two dogs ran wild to worry and kill 
several and two had to be shot. These 
sheep have now gone home but I know 
the farmer is under massive pressure 
because of flooding. Driving home 
from Wales there were great swaths of 
water along the Wye and the Severn.

Richard Green

Dickie's Diary
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The extended Mantelpiece family has 
just celebrated the arrival of a new 
family member, Blade. He is small 
and furry, four legged, and has an-
amazing theme-parkstyled home full 
of tunnels, wheels and rooms. The 
only person I know to have lived in
a similar environment was Michael 
Jackson, and look how that turned 
out. Being a pet these days is a 
much more exciting prospect than in 
the days of my youth. Then, if you
were a lucky hamster, you had a metal 
wheel to run around in. And said 
wheel generally emitted an unearthly 
screeching sound, which was annoying 
to us humans, but which surely was 
unbearable for small hamster ears.
On one famous-in-the-family occa-
sion, some touring Germans named 
Jo and Flo, (an interesting duo who 
drove a van bearing the legend 
The Royal Bavarian Racing Team)
stayed the night with us. They were 
terribly polite when asked if they’d 
had a good night’s sleep, and said that 
they’d slept very well indeed. Some 
time later, we learned they’d opened 
a window and been unable to close 
it, allowing a wicked north wind 
to chill them to the bone all night. 
And if that weren’t enough, Dixie, 
my Siberian hamster, had spent the 
night running around on his squeaky 
wheel. They hadn’t had a wink of 
sleep, and thought our pet might have 
found lucrative employment with the 
torturers of the Spanish Inquisition.
Small pets tend to have shorter life 
spans than larger 
ones, an undoubted 
bonus for those 
benighted parents 
who end up as 
cage-cleaners and 
p e t - w r a n g l e r s . 
The already short 
lifespan of one 
friend’s hamster 
was reduced dra-
matically, however, 
when it was knelt 
on by it’s owner, 
who thought it was 

lost on the kitchen floor. Lost it was. 
For years, we’ve lived in fear of ac-
cusations of being practitioners of 
witchcraft or voodoo, given the 
plethora of small animal interments 
we’ve had to carry out at the bottom 
of the garden. Dixie, the squeaky-
wheel enthusiast who disturbed Jo 
and Flo,was one of the many to find 
a resting place in the garden. My 
parents always claimed that the poor 
thing hadn’t been seen for three days 
before I finally realised he was a
goner. We don’t have a good family 
record for spotting pet demises. My 
uncle sent a tortoise for my brother, 
by train; he was housed in straw, in 
a cardboard box in the shed, for sev-
eral weeks before realisation dawned 
that he wasn’t just hibernating, but 
was, like Monty Python’s Norwegian 
Blue, deceased and no more.
The death of a pet can be traumatic 
for a child (which generally makes it 
traumatic for a parent, too). A good 
friend was once faced with keep-
ing several baby rabbits alive, feed-
ing them with a pipette, rather than 
let her children suffer not just the 
loss of their beloved rabbit, but her 
babies as well. The children would 
come back from school, eager to hear 
that the babies had survived the day. 
Sadly, on the first day, she had to
tell them that one of the bunnies 
had died. Copious weeping ensued. 
By day four, the children were sim-
ply returning from school asking 
how many died today?, then turning
on the TV to enjoy Blue Peter, 
without so much as a snivvle.
I’m wishing Blade a long life, in his 

Finally
The views of individual writers 
expressed in this magazine do not 
necessarily reflect those of the edi-
tor, the parish council, or the church. 
If you have any feedback, ques-
tions or would like to submit a story 
for inclusion in the Village News, 
please contact one of the editorial 
staff listed below:
Editor: 

mogsboon@hotmail.com 
Subject: newsletter (in case my com-
puter rather rudely thinks you are 
junk mail) or deliver to: 
Brock Cottage, Hinton Parva, SN4 
0DH, telephone 01793 790 626.
Sub-Editor: 
Sheila Collins 

admin2.collins@icloud.com
Features Editor: 
Fiona McAnespie 

mcanespief@gmail.com
1 Little Hinton Farm Cottages, Hinton.  
Please note that names and contact 
details must accompany these letters, 
but, of course, we will not publish your 
details unless requested to do so.

Advertising
This is what pays for the newslet-
ter to be printed, Doug Stevens 
doug@mowerfixer.co.uk is in charge 
of the accounts.  We must warn you 
that adverts received without pay-
ment will not be included.  For peo-
ple with small, one-off advertisements 
there is a minimum fee of £1.00.
As to advertising on the village web-
site email: Andy Greenhalgh, agreen-
ha@gmail.com or Jonathon Boon, 
wizeoldboon@hotmail.com 
The copy deadline is the 15th of the 
month but please send large items 
as early as possible. Don’t forget 
copy must include name and contact 
details for validation purposes.
The newsletter is delivered free of 
charge to all households in the par-
ish donations towards the cost of pro-
duction will be gratefully received 
by Doug.
The newsletter appears on the village 
website at: 
www.bishopstoneandhintonpava.org

Exhausted of Hinton Parva non-squeak, plastic home. 
Mrs Mantelpiece

Blade was in serious training for the 
Hamster Hundred.
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Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

Pruning & Shaping
Felling & Removal
Hedge Cutting
Strump Grinding
Tree Planting

Heritage
Tree Care

Free quotations and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort/N.D.Arb)

01793 790 210 

Professional Tree Surgeons
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