
Confirmation of dramatic rumours regarding 
the performance of Blithe Spirit was revealed 
late on Sunday. The official reason for 
postponing until late March, given by the 
amateur dramatists of Bishopstone and Hinton 
Parva, is ‘cast illnesses’; and indeed this 
correspondent can confirm that almost every 
member of the dozen or so crew and cast has been in some sort 
of semi confinement for a few days each since rehearsals began 
in October. The play was due to be performed on January 18-21.
The crew intend to regroup over the next few days and make 
new dates public as soon as possible. People who’ve bought 
tickets can be assured that the Royal Oak, the main box office, 
will honour any request for refunds—and of course you can 
choose to keep your tickets and use them on the new dates, 
changing the day you attend, if needed, by liaising with senior 
pub staff.
Unofficially, as has been revealed elsewhere, there were ‘artistic 
differences’ behind the scenes. In particular, Leone’s wig, while 
supposed to be in keeping with the Noel Coward comedy period 
piece, was in fact more akin to that of a 70s porn star; much 
to Fred’s delight, of course. There are photos available. And 
Madame Arcati, played by the redoubtable Val Brodin, was quite 
close to perfecting her seances and trances, but was still having 
difficulties with her ectoplasms and emanations. She is reported 
as ‘mildly irritated’ by the delay, since her ectoplasms were on 
course for perfection this week (she said!).
The cast said they hoped that the good people of the parishes, 
especially those who’ve bought tickets, would understand that 
the quest for artistic perfection cannot be rushed!
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FAREWELL 2022 !  BR ING US SOME F IGGY PUDD ING !
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Bishopstone, Hinton Parva & Russley Park

@BishopstoneHintonParvaAmateurDramaticsSociety

See Facebook for interim updates or call or pop into 
The Royal Oak. Tel. 01793 790481

VILLAGE PLAY  
POSTPONED SHOCK!

It was wonderful to see families and friends 
brave the elements on the last Thursday before 
Christmas for the second ever (well in recent 
memory) “Vil lage Carols Round the Tree”. 
There must have been at least  60 people huddled 
around torches, candles and phones striking up 
festive cheer. The Bareham family  took centre 
stage with Jonathan, a Professional musician on 
the French Horn and Sherryl on the keys confidently 
navigating and guiding the Bishopstone Vil lage 
Choir (that’s you folks!) through the ancient and 
modern mix of carols.  
The French Horn really enhanced the Christmassy 
feeling along with the mulled wine provided by 
Anna who coordinated the whole event and even 
provided the Carol sheets too. I do hope this 
wil l be come a regular fixture for the vil lage and 
thanks on behalf of us all to the Barehams for 
organising, it was the perfect lead up to Christmas.  
Thank You
Richard W, Chairman Bishopstone Vil lage Hall.

Happy New Year!
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Bishopstone Stores

Happy New Year to you all! 
January tends to be a time of 
reflection of the year just past. Here 
at Bishopstone Stores we’ve seen 
lots of changes during 2022! I had 
fun upcycling some tired old furniture 
to create extra display spaces so our 
product range could increase and 
also sourced some outside tables 
for you to enjoy your coffee and 
cake or Bishopstone Bap meal deal 
outside (when the sun comes back of 
course). Becky’s wonderful plant stand 
appeared at the front of the shop back 
in April where she continues to supply 
the most beautiful range of locally 
grown plants in eco coconut coir 
pots. This stand is now shared with 
the abundance of vegetables that are 
grown here on the farm. Its amazing to 
be able to sell fresh produce straight 
from our fields with zero carbon 
footprint – you’ve probably seen Pete 
whizzing around on his bicycle with 
deliveries for us!
May saw the launch of our much 
awaited and very popular Helen 

Brownings Organic Gin! Who doesn’t 
love a G&T but when the botanicals for 
this one have been grown here on our 
Agroforestry project it surely can’t get 
much better? We also celebrated the 
opportunity to stock some of the fruit 
from the agroforestry and this summer 
we saw cherries, blackcurrants, 
gooseberries, raspberries and 
tayberries…all picked by us and once 
again zero food miles to get to our 
shelves!
The ridiculously hot summer gave us all 
something to talk about and meant our 
Rays Ice Cream was more popular than 
ever! Combine that with the stunning 
recycled picnic blankets that arrived in 
the shop and we all managed to cope.
Autumn seemed delayed but before we 
knew it Christmas was here. Some new 
organic meat products were trialled 
for the festive season – I hope you all 
enjoyed your feasts, whether it was a 
whole fillet of beef or our favourite fresh 
sausages.
With far too many other new additions 
to mention I will wish you all the best 

for 2023 and would welcome you all to 
pop in and have a browse….hope to 
see you soon!

Lynne

@helenbrowningsbishopstonestores

@bishopstone_stores

Opening Hours
Monday – Saturday 9am - 6pm

Sunday 9am - 3pm

Introducing
Photo of  
the Month!

Photo: Ridgeway View, Liddington , Dec. 2022
Temp: -10c

Andrea, 48, Bishopstone

Achieve local fame with your photographic skills.  
The lucky winner will be chosen by the team each 
month. They will have their photo printed in full 
colour, right here, for the whole community to see...
along with their name (and age if you like). I’ll start 
us off this month.

SEND US  
YOUR SNAPS  

Email:
BishopstoneEditor 

@gmail.com
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Living More Sustainably

Happy New Year!  If one of your New Year’s resolutions this year 
is to live more sustainably, I thought I would try and help this 
month, by revisiting the recycling ‘rules’.  In all cases, do try and 
re-use first, before recycling.
Cardboard We’re very fortunate that this can be included in our 
kerbside recycling so long as it is flattened, folded or cut so that 
it is no wider than the lid of your recycling box.  If not, this needs 
to be recycled at our local recycling centre.  However, parcel 
tape and sticky tape isn’t recyclable so do try and remove as 
much as possible although recycling facilities are able to cope 
with small amounts.
Paper and Card Again, remove as much tape as you can.  You 
cannot recycle any glitter or embellishments.  For any such 
cards I receive, I tear them into two, recycle the paper bits 
and re-use the back of any glitter-y bits as shopping lists or 
postcards – ideal if you enter postal competitions as they can 
make your entry stand out and perhaps increase your chances 
of winning!  Envelopes should have their film window removed.  
Any wrapping paper needs to be able to pass the ‘scrunch’ test 
– if when scrunched, the paper doesn’t stay scrunched, it’s likely 
to contain foil or plastic and so cannot be included in paper 
recycling.  I also try to avoid buying such items myself.  One of 
the few exceptions to ‘paper’ recycling is receipts.  These are 
generally printed on thermal paper and use harmful substances 
called bisphenols which are easily transferrable and harmful 
in large quantities.  These unfortunately need to be put into 
household waste.  When making a purchase, ask not to have a 
receipt, when you can. 

Bubble Wrap & Padded Envelopes Bubble wrap can be 
recycled with plastic bags at supermarkets – have fun popping 
all of the bubbles first to reduce its volume!  Recycling padded 
envelopes depends on whether the component parts can be 
separated and are recyclable.
Electrical Items Any items that have a plug, use batteries, need 
charging or have a crossed out wheelie bin on them should be 
recycled at the local recycling centre, once the batteries have 
been removed and recycled (if they can’t be re-used) separately.  
Recently we ‘acquired’ a lot of battery-operated soft toys 
that couldn’t be passed on, which I hadn’t realised should be 
included in this category.
Plastics Check for the symbols on the products.  Our kerbside 
recycling will take types 1 (PET or PETE), 2 (HDPE) and 5 (PP) 
which covers the majority of single use plastic food bottles, 
trays and tubs.  They should be washed and bottles squashed 
(to reduce volume) with their lids replaced and put in a white or 
transparent plastic bag for collection.  The exception to this is 
black plastic items which the optical readers on the recycling 
machines can’t detect.  It is now easier to recycle soft plastics, 
which includes type 4 (LDPE).  Soft plastics are characterised 
by pinging back to their original shape if you scrunch them up – 
think plastic film lids, crisp packets, biscuit and bread packaging, 
pet food pouches and many of the larger supermarkets are now 
offering this service.
Beauty & Toiletry  Products Three national retailers with local 
shops (Boots, The Body Shop and Space NK) will recycle these 
items if they can’t be included in kerbside recycling – they may be 
made up of composite materials or can’t be recycled elsewhere 
like lotion pumps for example.  See the store’s websites or in 
store for details.  Boots will also recycle toothpaste tubes and 
reward you for your recycling – although you do have to do some 
scanning, uploading and waiting 24 hours first.
As Kermit didn’t sing – it can be easy(ish!) being green!  KW

Hinton Parva Village Hall
Our village get-together and 
singing of carols at the Village Hall 
on Christmas Eve was very well-
attended and a great success.  
Hazel, our fabulous accordionist, 
was very pleased with the grand 
total of £138.15 raised for ‘Safe 
Families’, a national charity 
which she explained did much 
to help those in need in the local 
area. More about them and the 
work they do can be found at  
www.safefamilies.uk

 See Diary on back page  
for updated 

Village Supper info!



 Wintersweet ‘Chimonanthus Praecox’

 Red Dogwood
 ‘Cornus alba Sibirica’
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We are looking forward to a great year of excellent 
speakers in 2023 and the first meeting will be on 
Wednesday February 8th at 7pm in Bishopstone Village 
Hall.

Our speaker will be Jeff Elphick, professional gardener 
and podcaster from Cirencester. His talk will be 
“Crayfish on the Lawn and other stories”. Tales and 
videos of things we have never seen before.

All are welcome at this the start of our first full season 
since 2019!

Bishopstone & District 
Gardening Update

0 4 0 5

Green Fingers

QUESTION TIME
No questions yet so here are some 
gardening jokes for the young at heart: 
What’s the funniest landscape? Hill areas!
What flowers grow on faces? Tu lips!
What is a frog’s favourite flower?  
A Croak-us!
Why is the letter ‘A’ like a flower?  
A bee comes after it!
Did you know that most small garden 
gnomes have red hats?  
It’s a little gnome fact!

Happy New Year Everyone!
New Year’s resolutions aren’t really my thing…the mere thought 
fills me with a sense of foreboding!  But during this season of 
short days and long evenings I’ve been reflecting about what I’d 
like to achieve in our garden over the months ahead. It’s a new 
garden for us. We’re getting to know each other and I’m having 
fun learning about what it contains, what it lacks and what is 
needed to create the beneficial habitat and aesthetic that Russ 
and I would slowly like to achieve. There’s no rush because we 
want to enjoy the process, so I’m drawing up plans to guide us 
and I’m creating seasonal lists to manage the stages and lessen 
the overwhelm, one gardening session at a time!
This dormant season is the perfect time to plant trees and hedges 
and bare root roses. We don’t have any fruit trees at the Lynchetts 
so my New Year’s intention (not resolution!) is to plant a small 
orchard as even the smallest of gardens can accommodate a 
tree or two. They’re such a benefit to the environment, attracting 
wildlife and creating shade and wind breaks and hopefully ours 
will produce an abundance of fruit to share...what’s not to love!

For the love of
Gardening!

JANUARY TO DO LIST

“We can complain because roses bushes have thorns, 
or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.” 

Abraham Lincoln
1. Get your pencil out and make plans!
2. Plant trees and bare root hedging and roses.
3.  Keep putting out food and water for hungry birds.
4. Get scrubbing! Clean pots and greenhouses ready for 
 the spring.
5.  Order seed and bulb catalogues and start choosing. To    
 help our bees and other pollinators, please choose blooms 
 with simple open flowers. Our insect friends really struggle 
 to find the stamens and gather nectar from the fancy double
 petal varieties.
6. Visit local gardens and plant centres. Notice scented winter 
 shrubs and trees with interesting bark.

\

07811 367320
janepearsondesign@icloud.com
The Lynchetts, Icknield Way, Bishopstone
www.janepearsondesign.com/hints&tips

These paintings are some of my favourite winter trees 
and scented shrubs and there’s more information on my 
web site.  Happy gardening!

Paintings 4

Here’s a design tip: if you’re planning to make changes 
to your garden this year, now is a great time to take some 
photos of your garden in its winter glory. The lack of summer 
colour highlights your garden’s bare bones. Use your photos 
or sketches to really look at where the gaps are. Draw over 
the photos and make notes, think about whether you need 
to enhance your garden’s skeleton with evergreen planting. 
Perhaps you would benefit from a wind break of trees or some 
hedging to divide the space to create interesting outdoor 
rooms. Can you see where you’ve been walking over your 
lawn and if your footfall is churning it up, could you benefit 
from a path? Has leaf fall opened views that you want to hide, 
or keep?  It really is a lovely time of year to observe and make 
notes and plan!

Hints and Tips

 Acer Palmatum ‘Sangkaku’

 Sweet Box ‘Sarcococca confusa’

 Witch Hazel ‘Hamamelis x intermedia Jelena’

 Snake Bark Maple Tree ‘Acer davidii’

 Mature Paperbark Maple ‘Acer griseum’

 
Gardens & Landscape

Local Landscape Architect & Garden 
Designer

Design-Planting-Consultation
Project Monitoring

Creating joyful gardens & landscape 
infused with your personal style & 

requirements.

Let’s make plans!
 +44 7811 367320

www.janepearsondesign.com
email

janepearsondesign@icloud.com

For further info, please contact: 
Marion Peck, 01793 791 001



DICKIE’S
diary

Across
1. Hide stones near people (10)
7. Prophetic leader agrees to alter forecast (7)
8. Weak father has to suffer (5)
10. Two officers, one gun (4)
11. Officer in prison riot reveals venomous creature (8)
13. A car, if taken to the continent? (6)
15. A capital cigar (6)
17. Sticky sweet? (8)
18. Graduates get hard thump (4)
21. Country, say (5)
22. The real material? (7)
23. Fruit in trees can change (10)

Down
1. She will shortly show a hard exterior (5)
2. A country I controlled (4)
3. The tongue of a World War One field
 marshal (6)
4. Diabolical elfin ran off (8)
5. It may be a strain for a Russian empress (7)
6. For seeing sights? (10)
9. Perhaps I learn about money in a northern county (10)
12. In a manner of speaking I’d see a mishap (8)
14. Charter again set free? (7)
16. A tree found in part of London (6)
19. Cricket prize left after fire? (5)
20. Principal sea (4)

December Answers:  ACROSS: 2. Psycho 7. Trainspottin 9. Inception 11. Heat 12. Tootsie 14. Seven 15. Serpico 16. Bambi 17. Juno  
DOWN: 1. Kes 3. Cinderella 4. Frankenstein 5. Misery 6. Robocop 8. Stardust 10. Titanic 13. Superman 16. Big 18. Up

We don’t have any winners so far. Remember...
Please submit your completed crossword by the end of each 
month either by foot or by email to Lynne at Bishopstone Stores, 
who will drag a winning name from a hat if more than one of you 
is bright enough to complete it. When you read your name in the 
next edition to say you’ve won, you can nip back to the shop to 
be presented with a nice shiny voucher for £10 off your bill at the 
pub or in the shop. Email: shop@helenbrowningsorganic.co.uk

Enter to win!

JANUARY PUZZLE:
cryptic coffee break

What’s  
in store
for 2023?
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Notes and queries from 
readers, a response from
our local agony aunt...

Dear Mrs Hole
Recently, on our travels in and out of this village, we seem to 
have come across more black and white cows on various 
roads, hence delaying us sometimes by 5 minutes as we rush 
home to put the telly on to watch Strictly Come Dancing and 
similar highbrow entertainment. Is this a new free range policy 
being adopted by our famous organic farming neighbour?  
Yours, Mrs B, The Wyncies
Dear Mrs B
I have spoken to the farmer in question on your behalf, and she 
assures me that she also enjoys Strictly, very much indeed, and 
was very pleased that Hamza was the overall winner. Although 
she was also very keen on Fleur. I hope this answers your 
question, FH.

Dear Mrs Hole
I was hoping for news of more speed cameras in the village, but 
after reading your excellent new publication I see we are still 
looking for volunteers. I am wondering how to apply. I believe I 
have all the right credentials, and can often exceed 50mph just 
in Cues Lane! My ancient Saab is known as the fastest thing 
between here and Hungerford. Can you put my name forward 
please? Mr D, Cues Lane
Dear Mr D
I think you have got the wrong end of the stick (please brush 
up on your Shakespeare to understand the original meaning of 
this slightly lewd expression). We have spoken to the traffic cops 
patrolling the roads you mention and we fully expect you to be 
behind bars in early 2023.
Thank you for bringing this to our attention. FH

Dear Mrs Hole
Somebody mentioned to me the other day that the almost 
moribund and fun free Bishopstone village pond was at one stage 
used for a sort of aquatic Olympics, with exceedingly dangerous 
raft races and similar being performed on this silty patch. Is it 
time that the powers that be considered the reinstatement of 
this sort of sport? At a time when it’s increasingly difficult to get 
tickets for Old Trafford and The Emirates, surely low cost, life 
threatening fun like this ought to be back on the agenda? Thank 
you for an outstanding new publication.
Yours, Mr P, Mount Pleasant

Dear Mr P
We have rung a few Premiership football clubs on your behalf and 
it’s a lot cheaper at Villa Park and Elland Road. And even cheaper 
at The County Ground. The current ambulance drivers’ strike 
would have to be added to the risk assessment paperwork, a real 
burden. Additionally, even the Romans eventually stopped their 
excellent sporting events at the Coliseum because they found 
too many people were being unnecessarily killed and injured. 
Thank you for this interesting suggestion. FH

Dear Mrs Hole
I recently tried to make a telephone communication from the 
telephone box by the village hall in Hinton Parva, but when 
I got there I found it full of old books and other paraphernalia, 
and no telephone. This is a terrible state of affairs and I am very 
disappointed that the local authority has not made contact with 
The Post Office to sort this out. It is surely the Post Office that’s 
responsible for this mess? They always used to be.
Mrs B, The Olde Cow Shedde, Hinton P
Dear Mrs B
The Post Office responsibility for telephones was sold to some 
US private equity business in 1982 and it’s been going to the 
dogs ever since. The best contact we have is Washington 
(0011) 334899387 if you care to give them a call. But not from a 
telephone box, ideally. FH

Bishopstone, Hinton Parva and Russley Park Village 
News welcomes comments and correspondence 
from readers. We will reply if it is appropriate to do so.
Email me (Mrs F. Hole) with any queries: 
BishopstoneEditor@gmail.com

As we look forward to a Coronation in early May will there be big 
changes at Bishopstone in 2023? Will the Benefice attract a new 
vicar? Will the Church Commissioners continue to leave Prebendal 

farmhouse and 
outbuildings unsold and 
unoccupied and the land 
merely contract farmed? 
In contrast, from 1860-
1877 there was plenty of 
change. It was a golden 
age for farming that did 
not last. The watercress 
beds (now open water in 
“The City” gardens) were 
formed, with the dug soil 
carted to make the island 
on the pond. Watercress 

went to London from Shrivenham station until 1930. The Church 
Commissioners bought most of the village and 2,456 acres in 1862 
including all buildings, houses and cottages for £25,540 (only £10/ 
acre). Twenty years later they sold off 26 surplus cottages making 
between £30 and £265 each. These were replaced by around 26 
new build cottages for farm staff. 800 acres at Idstone and Zulu 
were also purchased, which I and my family tenanted from 1973.

The Old Manor House was pulled down in 1862 and the present 
Prebendal farm house was built, first called Forest House. Later, 
Eastbrook farmhouse followed, which was first called Townsend 
Farm.
I have not seen a date for the construction of the estate water 
supply but guess it may date from this period. At one time it 
served most of the village and still serves the Bishopstone farms 
and Rectory farm at Idstone. The lovely water is carried from the 
source above the allotments by a 6” cast iron pipe fed under 
the pond to pumps that deliver to high enough reservoirs on 
the downs for gravity feed. I have often thought if it was in my 
ownership I would bottle this commercially!
 The school was also built in 1860 and enlarged in 1872 when 
pupil numbers rose to 755, their highest number ever.
One crusade I must pursue is to get the title Oxon Place changed 
to Oxen Place. Why? Methinks the council sign writers made a 
mistake on this. This was the centuries old site of an enclosure for 
draught animals with a dwelling and a slaughterhouse. As recently 
as 1962 Mrs Kate Blissett, honorary secretary of the WI, could 
remember as a teenager being taken on a village outing by farm 
cart and two oxen to Russley Park. The Wilsons at Prebendal also 
used oxen, and animal bones and teeth used to be dug up at this 
site in the gardens of the houses that now lie beside the track to 
the allotments. Dickie Green
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12th Annual
(Formerly International Pig Racing Day and originally  
Pig Racing for the Queen on Her Majesty’s Diamond 
Jubilee 2012).

Sunday 4th June 2023 
Road Closure Notice: Cues Lane, Bishopstone

An application has been made for the usual short-term road 
closure according to the Town Police clauses Act 1847. 
(Any reference in ‘the Act 1847’ to any carpet, rug or mat, 
including door mats, beaten or shaken before the hour 
of eight in the morning are probably inapplicable in this 
instance.)

The registered Charities to benefit from this year’s event 
include the Swindon and North Wiltshire Deaf Children’s 
Society, the Village Hall and the Prospect Hospice.

Public Notice: SBC Reference SRC000070 

Pig Racing  
for the King
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The Gadgeteer
Spring is in the air! Well almost. This month The Gadgeteer  
touches on the humble brush. A basic brush is made by drilling 
small holes through a piece of wood crafted to the right shape. 
Bundles of hairs (bristles) are then passed through the holes and 
the ends are bound together with wires and glue. A piece of 
wood is then placed over the back of the brush to cover the knots 
and wires and the bristles are cut to the same length. Different 
bristles such as hairs from wild boar or hogs were  some of the 
first materials used for different brushes and were imported from 
Russia, Germany, India and China.
In the early days brushmaking took place in a single room called 
a Pan Shop rather than a factory. The Brushmaker would work 
alongside his apprentices and journeymen. From the 1880s 
brush making began to move over to factories. 
Tramps and journeymen brushmakers 
Tramps were skilled craftsmen who went from town to town 
seeking work in their own trade. The Brushmakers’ Societies 
operated a tramping system for unemployed journeymen 
who were prepared to seek employment in other districts. 
A route of towns was set up and at each town the travelling 
journeymen were paid relief including tramping, beer and bed 
money. After the WWII brushmaking became one of the staple 
industries in East Germany  and more recently the skills passed 
to other manufacturing centres such as Belgium & Italy and 
like all good things also out to the far east where more modern 
materials were used like Nylon. European brushmaking has now 
evolved to a highly automated  process using machines such 
as the Boucherie tufting machine or twisted wire machines that 
combine soft Goat hair for  flexible radiator brushes, horse hair 
where a stiffer bristle is required. Pig bristle is still used for pastry 
and paint brushes whilst prized badger bristle can be used for 
shaving brushes of the highest quality. Outdoor brooms use stiff 
nylon or Tampico fibres but the processes of manufacture are 
the same. Food for thought when we dust the cobwebs and 
sweep away the leaves this season.

The Gadgeteer

I have recently read: The Cat Who Saved Books, by 
Sosuke Natsukawa
Translated from the Japanese, this is a charming wintertime 
tale of a boy and his bookshop. Oh, and a supernatural 
cat who leads him semi-willingly into labyrinths and leaves 
him to his own devices to save misused books from their 
captors. Or, more likely, to save the captors from the 
bookish cages they have created for themselves. Words 
are his only weapon - can he deploy them effectively? And 
what will he learn about himself along the way?
I love this. Natsukawa uses the most fantastical imagery 
to remind the reader of the power and joy that can be 
found in a book.
His prose is infinitely quotable, but I think my favourite line 
(translated into English by Louise Heal Kawai) is this:

‘It’s all very well to read a book, but when you’ve finished, 
it’s time to set foot in the world.’
Thank you to all who came to the Carols Round the Tree 
event at the Village Hall last month, and a special thanks 
to those who paid Peach Pip a visit while they were there. 
The next free/PWYW bookshop dates at 
Bishopstone Village Hall will be:
Saturday 11th February 12-4pm
Sunday 12th February 12-4pm
It would be wonderful to see you.
Pip pip, Anna

Inside the  
Peach Pip

The figure of eight route is best journeyed in an anti-clockwise direction 
on the map below, starting with our very own Nell Hill, whose gradient 
kindly eases every metre towards its crossroad summit beside 
Ridgeway Farm. Turn right here and begin to ascend Fox Hill in a nice 
low gear to compensate for its 8% incline sections. You work towards 
the iconic sight of Charbury Hill trig point on your right and if feeling fit 
and strong then detour for a great photo opportunity! Continue to follow 
the Ridgeway in a westward direction and then before the National Trail 
descends towards Foxhill Car Park, take a left turn onto the bridle way 
immediately after Toothy Barn. The route then heads South across the 
undulating Hinton Downs - making use of your suspension is recommended 
in this section as it’s a popular Horse Trail and can be a bone shaker in dry 
conditions.
At the point where the bridleway meets the top of Goor Lane, cycle (right 
turn) over the bridge spanning the M4 towards the Baydon Road feeling an 
exercise smugness as in full view of speeding motorists below, then turn 
right heading down hill, keeping a vigilant look out for a sign posted right 
of way after a quarter mile on your left. Follow this track to the bottom, 
where it crosses to the byway and then leads to the North Side of Sugar 
Hill. This section is popular with the technical climbers as deep ruts are 
continuously crossed by ancient tree roots from the stunning woodland 
Sheep Walk Plantation. At the summit, have a well-earned drink and take in 
the stunning views towards Liddington Castle before taking a signposted 
right turn towards Aldbourne. This ridge is now sandwiched between two 
parallel sections of the Ridgeway, both visible to your north and south. Continuing along the trail, you directly pass 
two of Berkshire’s famous ancient burial sites, Fifth Barrow and Four Barrows. This section is completed by a fairly 
steep drop into Aldbourne’s most picturesque street, Crooked Corner.

Decision time awaits at this 
point: do you continue the 
route or take a detour to the 
‘Old Forge Tea Rooms’, highly 
recommended for a pot of tea 
(complete with quaintly knitted 
tea cosy) which goes exquisitely 
well with their freshly baked 
scones (cheese and chutney 
a winner!) Either way, return 
towards home via Crooked 
Corner, through Aldbourne until 
it crosses Lottage Road again 
and before your eyes appears 
the Peaks Wood climb. Peaks 
Wood Hill is the longest climb of 
the ride with its average gradient 
a friendly 3-4%. To compensate 
for the effort the views are simply 
breath-taking. When reaching 
the woodland summit, turn left 
and descend back down to the 
top of Goor Lane and cross 
the M4 again in the reverse 
direction, heading towards 
Russley Park. Take the next 
left chalk/gravel track towards 
Lammy Down Farm on your 
final section of the ride before 
reaching the multiple clumps 
sitting above Bishopstone. Take 
the right-hand bridle way at 
the top, heading east towards 
Two O’Clock clumps, and then 
descend the clay/flint sharp 
drop down to Starveall Farm 
Dairy.  Return to the Ridgeway 
and down Nell Hill to the 
chequered flag and maybe a 
cheeky beer in the Royal Oak to 
finish off a fabulous off-road ride 
in the beautiful countryside.

Lycra Lil  💋

Cycle Route No.2 - The Aldbourne 8

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  N E W S L E T T E R J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  N E W S L E T T E R



1 0 1 1

You might know that the lead was stolen from St Andrew’s 
church roof in Wanborough earlier this year. Since then, it 
has been an uphill battle to raise funds to secure a new roof 
but work has now started. For further information, please 
view the latest monthly article on A Church Near You: www.
achurchnearyou.com/church/11872
Work has now started on the replacement roof. The 
contractors were on site on 14 November and the work is 
progressing well.  They have occupied the left hand side 
of the church car park, with their welfare unit, portaloo 
and skip.  The footpath through the churchyard to Church 
Meadow will continue to be closed whilst work is ongoing.  
Work continues until March 2023.
Inside the church, a scaffold tower has been built to gain 
access to the roof beam at the front end of the nave.  The 
southern end of it had rotted away and a splint is being 
made for it, to give it many more years of service.
The organ has been completely covered with protective 
plastic sheeting. And the village map has been covered for 
protection as well.
Roof Project Costings and Funds
The Total Roof Project Costs are still projected to be in 
the region of £230,820 (gross).  The shortfall has reduced 
over the last month with a very generous grant of £12,500 
from the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust.  Other income 
from donations and fund-raising activities has reduced the 
shortfall to just over £50,000. 

SAVE THE ROOF: Sponsor a Tile Campaign 
The response to the “Sponsor a Tile” campaign has been 
quite overwhelming, and Roof Committee members are 
delighted with the support of over 80 donors raising over 
£4,130. Names of all those who have kindly donated will 
appear in a framed document inside the church building for 
future generations to view.
If you would like to donate, please visit our Give A Little 
campaign using the QR code or go to webpage  
www.givealittle.co/campaigns/afafcdfb-0ebf-
4464-991d-468cf0e54dc8 
Please scan the QR code here to access the online 
giving portal.  Alternatively, pop your form and cheque 
or cash through the Roof Coordinators letter box at 2 
The Beanlands.  Please make cheques payable to “PCC 
Wanborough St Andrews No 1”.  

For more information, 
please contact  
Tony Pullan,  
Project Coordinator

01793 790904
0774 5011 788 
nickyandtonyp@gmail.com

Dear Parishioners,
We hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas break and are 
now looking forward to the new light that comes as we enter 
2023 with hope of a peaceful New Year ahead.
Rev Sandy is making steady progress with her recovery from 
illness and we pray for her to return to full health.
The Christingle service here at Bishopstone on Christmas 
Eve was a resounding success with nearly 200 joining this 
traditional service to start the Christmas holidays off. Special 
thanks go to Sandy’s husband, Rev John Railton for taking 
the service.
From the generosity of the congregation, approximately 
£150 was raised for the Children’s Society - a huge thank 
you to all those that gave towards this worthwhile cause.

On the subject of fundraising, we have been working hard 
over the past months to pull together a new Parish Giving 
scheme to help towards the never ending costs of running 
our 2 beautiful churches. 
Details of how to join are available in both churches or via 
any of the PCC members. It’s very easy to join to become 
a regular donor or for one off donations, the explanation 
leaflets have a QR code that can be scanned by your mobile 
phone to make your donation.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Kind regards
the PCC of Bishopstone with Hinton Parva

A Letter From  
The Church

Wanborough St Andrews 
Church Roof UpdateCHURCH 

NEWS

Church Services in the Benefice Jan 23/ Feb. 23
full details on www.achurchnearyou.com
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Day Date Time Venue Service Officiate

Sunday 22.01.23 10.30 St Swithun Epiphany 3 TBC

Sunday 29.01.23 10.30 All Saints Epiphany 4 TBC

Sunday 05.02.23 10.30 St Mary’s 3 Before Lent TBC

Sunday 12.02.23 10.30 St Swithun 2 Before Lent TBC

Sunday 19.02.23 10:30 All Saints Next Before Lent TBC
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Wanborough St Andrews Roof Progress
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NEWS IN BRIEF NO PRECEPT INCREASE 

FOLLOW ALL OUR LATEST NEWS ON FACEBOOK @bishopstoneandhintonparvaparish  

Bishopstone Parish Council, serving Bishopstone, Hinton Parva & Russley Park 

SIGN OF THE TIMES 
Welcome back to the fingerpost on 
White Hill! The Parish Council is grate-
ful to SBC Highways for suppor�ng our 
request that damaged posts be re-
placed with tradi�onal black and white 
wooden signs, in keeping with their 
rural se�ng. Being handmade, it takes 
a while, but we think you’ll agree it’s 
worth it! 
 
NEW DEFIBRILLATORS  
Defibrillators have been purchased by 
the Parish Council and installed in 
Russley Park and at Hinton Parva Vil-
lage Hall. All villages in the parish now 
have a centrally located defibrillator, 
which we sincerely hope will never 
have to be used! 
 
PACK HILL CLOSURE  
The closure of Pack Hill will be in place 
un�l 13th February. 

During that �me, the Parish Council 
has been informed that buses and 
school buses will pick up in Bishop-
stone, Hinton Parva and Upper Wan-
borough as usual and then use Ham 
Road instead of Pack Hill. 

The Parish Council has ordered a ma-
ture oak tree to replace the chestnut at 
the junc�on of Icknield Way and West 
End Lane, Bishopstone, which had be-
come dangerous and had to be felled.  

It may not look like a mighty oak 
when it arrives, but with �me and lov-
ing care it will grow! We have chosen 
the largest possible specimen for the 

loca�on and condi�ons, a�er taking 
professional advice on what would be 
suitable. The Parish Council decided to 
purchase this new tree for the commu-
nity a�er learning that SBC would be 
unable to do so due to lack of re-
sources. We plan to have a ceremony 
of dedica�on in the spring, to coincide 
with the Corona�on. 

REPLACEMENT TREE ON THE WAY 

The Parish Council is proud to an-
nounce that the parish element of the 
council tax will be frozen for an amaz-
ing 10th year running.   

This has been made possible in part 
by councillors con�nuing to work on a 
voluntary basis and reducing costs 
wherever possible.  

It’s not all about saving though.  
This year, in addi�on to the normal 

tasks of village maintenance, planning 
and communica�on, we have paid for 
path improvements at the City in Bish-

opstone and new defibrillators for Hin-
ton Parva and Russley Park.  

This year also saw the parish council 
being required to spend a significant 
amount on elec�ons.  

The parish council is an inclusive 
organisa�on which welcomes any and 
all interac�on with residents.   

If anyone would like to become 
more involved please let us know. By 
emailing clerk@bishopstoneandhin 
tonparva.org or contac�ng one of our 
councillors. 

 

Parish element frozen for 10th year 

WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES 

Your Council Tax bill is made up of a 
number of charges from different 
public organisa�ons, including Swin-
don Borough Council, the parish coun-
cil, the police and the fire service. 
The annual Council Tax bill per Band D 
property in Bishopstone parish for 
2022/23 is £1,895.93. This is made up 
of the parish council’s frozen precept 
of £39.08; Police authority £241.27; 
Fire authority £79.43; Swindon Bor-
ough Council general expenses 
£1,354.45; Swindon Borough Council 
adult social care precept £181.70. 

THE PARISH TIMES FOR BISHOPSTONE, HINTON PARVA AND RUSSLEY PARK 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2023 
6th February Hinton Parva Village Hall 
6th March Bishopstone Village Hall 
3rd April Hinton Parva Village Hall 
15th May Hinton Parva Village Hall (to include  
Annual parish mee�ng at 7pm) 
 
All mee�ngs begin at 7.30pm. Late changes are 
shown at bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/parish 
council/ and on the no�ce boards. Members of the 
press and public are welcome to a�end. 

BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
Ms Jaine Blackman (Clerk) 
Phone: 07913 819422 
Email: Clerk@bishopstoneandhintonparva.org 
Mrs Val Brodin (Chair) 
Cllr.valbrodin@gmail.com 
Mr Ian Thomas (Vice Chair) 
Cllr.ianthomas@gmail.com 
Mr Julian Cooke 
Cllr.juliancooke@gmail.com 
Mr Nigel Crisp 
Cllr.crisp@gmail.com 
Mr Doug Stevens 
Cllr.dougstevens@gmail.com 
Mr Tom Green 
Cllr.tomgreen@gmail.com 
Mrs Gill May 
Cllr.GillMay@gmail.com 
Mr Andrew Clark 
Cllr.andyclark@gmail.com 
Mrs Lucille McGrath 
Cllr.lucillemcgrath@gmail.com 
The Parish Council’s policies and documents can 
be viewed at  at bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/ 

Useful Informa�on 
Swindon Borough Council: Recep�on Premier House 01793 
465055/465056; Civic Offices 01793 463668; Wat Tyler House 
01793 463725 
For problems with waste collec�ons call Streetsmart on: Monday to 
Friday 8am-8pm 01793 445501; all other �mes 01793 466453  
Report fly-�pping or pot-holes to SBC: swindon.gov.uk/my_account  
Wiltshire Police non-emergency number (less urgent than 999): 101 
Borough Councillor Gary Sumner - GSumner2@swindon.gov.uk 

CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
All planning applica�ons, their history and all suppor�ng docu-
ments can be viewed at: www.swindon.gov.uk/planning 
Planning issues are discussed at the monthly Parish Council 
mee�ngs. Public representa�ons are heard prior to the start of 
the mee�ng. 
 
S/PO2R/22/1701 Prior Approval No�fica�on for the change of 
use from offices (Class B1a) to 1. residen�al flat (Class C3) at: 
Office, Upper Farm, Hinton Parva Lane, Hinton Parva.  
S/22/1685 Erec�on of 1 no. dwelling, the erec�on of a detached 
garage and associated site works at Henny Rose Barn, City Cor-
ner Hinton Parva.  
 S/HOU/22/0892 Erec�on of a two storey rear extension at 2 
Grove Co�ages, Hinton Parva Lane Hinton Parva.  
S/22/0758 Erec�on of 1no. dwelling and garage/ workshop 
(revision to garage/ workshop approved on previous permission 
S/21/0698) at land adjacent To Upper Farm, Hinton Parva.  
S/HOU/22/0378 Erec�on of a single storey rear extension at 
Poveys Co�age, Tuckers Lane Hinton Parva.  
S/LBC/22/0432 Erection of a single storey rear extension at 
Poveys Co�age, Tuckers Lane Hinton Parva. 
 
APPEAL 
21/1291 Erec�on of 2no. dwellings and associated works at land 
adjacent to Manor Down Farm, Whatleys Orchard, Bishopstone.  

VIEW THE PARISH  WEBSITE AT WWW.BISHOPSTONEANDHINTONPARVA.ORG 

PARISH COUNCILLORS’ KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 

Finance Nigel Crisp/Lucille McGrath 
Footpaths and Highways Julian Cooke (Hinton Parva) Ian Thomas 
(Bishopstone) 
Pond & Island  Doug Stevens 
Hinton Parva Village Hall Andy  Clark 
Bishopstone Village Hall Tom Green 
Hinton Parva Chari�es Peter Cooke (PC nominee)  
Bishopstone United Chari�es Doug Stevens, Chris�ne Thomas (PC 
nominee), Laurie Manktelow (PC nominee)   
Trees Julian Cooke (Hinton Parva) Ian Thomas (Bishopstone) 
Russley Park Liaison Nigel Crisp  
Responsible Financial Officer Jaine Blackman (Clerk) 
Planning Ian Thomas/Tom Green 
Website/IT Nigel Crisp/Andy Clark 
Policies Gill May 
School liaison Lucille McGrath 

20MPH ZONE PROPOSED 
In late 2021, SBC adopted a new policy allowing the 
crea�on of 20mph zones in the Borough.  

The Parish Council carried out a consulta�on in 
February 2022. 82% of survey respondents ap-
proved the principle of crea�ng a 20mph zone in 
Bishopstone. The Parish Council’s request was fully 
supported by our Borough Councillor, Gary Sumner.  

SBC has now carried out research and agrees 
that Bishopstone is eligible for such a scheme.  

The community will be fully consulted about 
proposals before any work goes ahead.  

Parish councillors are determined that any 
traffic calming measures must not result in ugly or 
inappropriate urbanisa�on but should enhance 
safety and enjoyment of our beau�ful village.  

We will keep you informed and consulted. 
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BARNES 
2023 UK & European
Coach Holidays

01793 821303  
barnescoaches.co.uk

FREE 
HOME PICKUP & DROP 

OFF SERVICE ON TOURS 
4 DAYS & OVER! 

See back cover for our 
free pickup area map.

barnes coaches
01793 821303 | barnescoaches.co.uk01793 821303 | barnescoaches.co.uk
NEW 2023 Holiday Brochure OUT NOW!  NEW 2023 Holiday Brochure OUT NOW!  

Includes exciting new UK & European tours Includes exciting new UK & European tours 
for 2023! Request your free brochure today.for 2023! Request your free brochure today.

BARNES 
2023 UK & European

Coach Holidays

01793 821303  

barnescoaches.co.uk
FREE 

HOME PICKUP & DROP 

OFF SERVICE ON TOURS 

4 DAYS & OVER! 

See back cover for our 

free pickup area map.

BARNES 
2023 UK & European

Coach Holidays

01793 821303  
barnescoaches.co.uk

FREE 
HOME PICKUP & DROP 

OFF SERVICE ON TOURS 
4 DAYS & OVER! 

See back cover for our 
free pickup area map.

FREE* HOME PICKUP & DROP OFF SERVICE AVAILABLE ON HOLIDAYS 4 DAYS & OVER!  *See our website for our free pickup area. 

0800 7999682

BISHOPSTONE
village hall

2023
Update

2022 has flown by. It’s been a busy year 
and MASSIVE thanks to the BVH team. 
2022 has flown by. It’s been a busy year and 
MASSIVE thanks to the BVH team. We have a 
new Treasurer, Andy Pocock, keeping us all under 
control (financially that is). Bookings are now super 
streamlined with Anna coordinating  all bookings 
and invoicing via the Hallmaster portal. Our new 
Advertising Sub Committee comprises Russell and 
Graham, who are at it like Madmen drumming up 
contributions to the newsletter. Unsung Heroes:  
Alec – City Lights film nights and technical (“have 
you polished the fingerprint off the CD?”); Pawel - 
our Marathon gardener;  Debbie - all things sparkly 
clean, super appreciated, thank you! Russell - 
everything possible and fixable, probably; Andrea 
- independent from us but worthy of a mention for 
the super job on the Newsletter.

Meanwhile, later this spring we are planning a 
community breakfast – aka Hall Spring Clean! We 
provide the coffee and bacon rolls, then anyone 

free that morning please come along to help clear 
out the loft, polish the floor, new outdoor railings, 
etc. More details in the February edition, I hope

Finally, due to the ongoing costs of maintenance, 
particularly electricity and oil, we have the need 
to increase our rates with immediate effect on all 
new bookings or those unpaid for 2023. Local 
residents’ rate will be £11.00 per hour and those 
from outside the village £15.00.  I am told this is the 
first increase for many years and keeps us in sync 
with the market.

Richard Walker Chairman BVH

500 Club 
announcement

Some of you will already be aware of the Village Hall 500 club 
(formerly 100 club).  Although running well for years there have 
been many changes in the village since starting the updated 500 
version and many new faces that may not be aware of it. We 
therefore wanted to draw attention to the 500 club once more 
in order to encourage new participants to join; the relaunch of 
the village news letter gave the perfect platform for us to tell you 
more.
The 500 club is a popular village draw with favourable odds due 
to the relatively low number of participants.  For a £50 annual 
contribution, paid by standing order, you will be entered into 3x 
quarterly draws plus a Christmas Super Draw. 
This draw provides valuable funds for the continued running of the 
village hall, but also a fun and simple way to have a “flutter” with 
good odds.  50% of receipts  will be paid out as prize money through 
these draws with results announced through the village news letter.   
Any support you can provide to this club is very much needed and 
truly appreciated.

So with no further ado, we are very pleased to announce the 
Christmas Super Draw winners:
1st Prize of £150: Caryn Greenhalgh
2nd Prize of £75: Fraser Blunt
For those that are interested in joining the club: please email or 
phone me once you have set-up your annual £50 Standing Order 
payment and I will confirm receipt. 

IMPORTANT 
For all the current participants: can you please 
ensure that your £50 standing order is made to the 
bank details below. Our legacy Nationwide bank 
account is now closed  so any  old S/O’s need to be 
amended to below.
Standing Order payment details:
Name: Bishopstone V Hall
Sort code: 40-43-35
Account:   01509322
Ref: 500 Club
Many thanks for your continued support!
Email:andrewpocock@yahoo.co.uk 
Phone: 07717 547537
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Following the wedding in 
the early 70’s of Clive and 
Yvonne Edmunds at that 
time living at Church Path. 

For some reason Alex 
Mason’s mini was pushed 
into the pond and here 
are the  culprits pulling it 
out again. Featured in the 
photo, Dickie Green, blurred 
pulling the car with his wife 
Penny dressed with a peak 
cap behind looking on. 

You will also see in the 
photo, Roger Thomas, 
David Phillps, Peter and 
Alison Jenkinson and Alan 
Davies with grey topper.

A Snippet of Pond Life History

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Sta� 
Fully Insured

  Pruning and Shaping

  Felling and Removal

   Hedge Cutting

  Stump Grinding

   Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Call Ian Walding (N.C.Hort / N.D. Arb)

01793 790210

HERITAGE 
 TREE CARE
 Professional Tree Surgeons

Happy and slightly soggy New Year to all of you. 
Did you manage to find all 20 in December’s word search? Well done if you did.
In case you’re wondering about the questionable solution to last month’s, there are village rumours 
about a submarine being buried in the bottom of the pond! 

Pond Life

Following some good feedback, here’s 
another wordsearch for you to lose a 
few hours of your life completing.   This 
month it’s full of UK birds beginning 
with the letter ‘B’.  There are 23 in total, 
some of which have two or three words 
in their names.
Again, just for fun. Enjoy!

December Solution

January Word Search

 Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2022 Education.com

Just for fun!

Q Z S S U B M A R I N E O J R
Q K V I W D U C K O G W Y Y N
S T V U L A V K Q X R S H F O
I A B W K T N P O I A Q D I Q
N D T I D R A G O N F L Y S S
D P H L K F R O G O T Z A H T
I O Q L I I E M N C G E G V R
A L H O I U N G P E U X R X E
N E S W M L V G R F L F R W A
R Q N C X I C M F E L J A E M
U T A L X Z L P B I T R T T G
N H I L Q F M L H Y S J D W L
N N L X M O O R H E N H N I I
E C D U C K L I N G V U E M O
R O B B S L W S M Z O U D R L

Indian Runner Kingfisher Dragonfly Snail
Duckling Tadpole Moorhen Silt
Submarine Stream Egret Frog
Swan Mill Raft Gull
Duck Willow Fish Rat

®

 Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2023 Education.com

Birds beginning with B

G Y W K B Y A M R B L U E T H R O A T T U J B S X
B B Q K U A B Y B C Y R C B K Q X B W P M P L B D
L H L Y Z S R R F L J C D Y F L M L B H J W A A H
A V Q A U B Z N A Q A H Z J Q Z G A A V H B C R E
C B Z V C G N Y A M W C V Q P M V C R F J S K T U
K B R Q B K B C J C B Q K R I W Z K N E V B R A H
C Y L E F Q T L P W L L E T N N K H O W B G E I O
A G A A N M W H A J Q E I N A H A E W Y L J D L B
P K O P C T Z U R C D F G N X I A A L G A L S E L
I L T H B K G D V O K H J O G L L D W F C W T D U
A N U M L L T O N H A G P O O O X E P E K U A G E
K R B L Y M A E O L A T U Q S S A D D Z G F R O T
B B G E E M H C R S V V E I P R E G P G R Q T D I
E E U D X H L G K N E S F D L O H U T U O G W W T
W B A L X E H X P N P Z R V D L A L S G U D N I A
I U K R L J V I D S E U B Z Y I E L M A S U W T Y
C Z R M D F I H D B L C N L B R V M A X E L Y I P
K Z M U O E I K J Z V E K C A G T E O H J H Z H T
S A R H Q D D N H K Q B G E H C X X R T A E Z K M
S R H L K X E T C L I I H A D C K B W J N F U P Z
W D R Z N O G P I H R T D U A G M B I T S A V J F
A N H E R Y T Q B T F T M Q Z G R X I D V K F G A
N B A L E A R I C S H E A R W A T E R R S H U P A
B P H G L Y T J U S T R E K V M N B B H D S G L Y
I Y S V P Z Q J G Z O N G B R J E G E E T R J Y L

Black-throated diver Balearic shearwater
Black-necked grebe Black-tailed godwit
Black-headed gull Black guillemot Bar-tailed godwit
barnacle goose black grouse blackbird
Bluethroat bearded tit Bewick's swan
brent goose brambling bullfinch
Blackcap barn owl Black tern
Black redstart bluetit bittern
buzzard

®



1 8 1 9

Royal Oak Diary
I’m thinking of asking the local speed gun volunteers - my most 
most most most favourite people as you know - to set up shop 
in the pub car park, after another close brush with death this 
morning. A white unmarked van popped through the property 
about 7.30am, doing about 40mph, narrowly avoiding the ageing 
and wobbly landlord who was doing his normal lawful activities 
(litter picking, checking on suspicious cars, shooing local drug 
dealers away, that sort of thing). Anyway, while people continue 
to use this non permissive short cut, you all might consider using 
your 4 wheel drive vehicles since it will soon resemble a farm 
yard.
People did wonder, I have heard, if I was not feeling myself 
after last month’s rant about vehicles and dirty dogs. Well, I 
am feeling myself, as they say, due to the utterly tremendous 
work at Great Western Hospital where I spent a few memorable 
hours in early December (although I can’t remember any of it); 
and then received home visits from a stream of paramedics and 
nurses for a week as they monitored my progress from grumpy 
middle aged man to very grumpy middle aged man, and back 
to just grumpy again. I hugely applaud the work of GW’s ‘virtual 

ward’ team—they saved a bed for someone more needy and 
had the additional pleasure of seeing me bed ridden and very 
quiet and polite for several days in a row. And astonishingly and 
rewardingly, the pub seemed to run perfectly without me.
Anyway, as Helen would say, that’s enough about me. The 
pub, hotel, shop and restaurant here continue to perform their 
functions quite well, as far as I can see, but I’m always amazed 
at how little cash there is in the bank. And then I remember 
that we’ve paid £112k in VAT so far this financial year and £67k 
in PAYE/NI, and have a monthly wage bill of about £36k for a 
full and part time staff in excess of 30 peeps. So we’d better 
keep busy if we’re to keep employing all these folk on our 
very good terms, unlike most small hospitality businesses like 
this. If you do it absolutely the right way, it’s always going to 
be hard. There, that’s as pious as I can get this morning, while 
remaining dismayed by the amount of black economy/cash /tax 
avoiding businesses that exist everywhere you look. The sort 
of businesses that make absolutely zero contribution to the 
national need.
While on the national need, I am pleased that this in so many 
ways spineless government is starting to chase some of those 
businesses that ripped us all off for so called protective personal 
equipment during that Covid thingy. That woman who allegedly 
pocketed £29m…don’t get me started. If you really want to 
know why the nation’s economy is in such dire straits, just find 
Jonathan Pye on t’internet. Be aware of some fruity language. All 
that dosh we’ve wasted on PPE, banks, COVID loans fraud—the 
ambulance drivers, the nurses (even the train drivers although 
they’re already well rewarded I think), we could afford all they’re 
asking for, today. Shocking. And we just lie down and take it.
Anyway, it’s 2023 apparently. Doesn’t seem a minute since, 
well you know when…enjoy yourselves. Come up and see us 
sometime.

TF

@helenbrowningsorganic

Bryn Llinos

4* Rated with 5* Reviews
Excellent for beaches, mountains, walking, cycling  
and mountain biking
Heritage steam railway just 50 metres away at Nantmor 
Halt (Porthmadog to Caernarfon)
Discounts available for local residents to Bishopstone, 
please contact: brynllinos@yahoo.com

A holiday cottage close to Beddgelert  
in the heart of Snowdonia

www.holidaycottages.co.uk/cottage/64657-bryn-llinos 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  N E W S L E T T E R J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  N E W S L E T T E R

A healthy and productive 
garden starts with healthy soil.

£90 SPECIAL OFFER! 
730L mulch bulk bag plus 10L 
Plant Food with FREE delivery*
Our Natural Plant Food is  
organically certified. Available 
in recycled 5L containers. 
*central UK postcodes.

Use Soil Improving 
Mulch from Apsley 
Farms this Spring!

 

•  100% sustainable
• A by-product of green energy
•  Free from peat, weeds, pests & waste
•  Suppresses weeds
•  Rich in N, P and K nutrients
•  Repels slugs and snails 
•  Locks in moisture
• Available in 730 litre bulk bags

sales@apsleyfarms.com                                         01264 554433
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.We are a non-profit 

organisation

General Information

Team
ADVERTISING:
Graham Curley 
graham.curley42@gmail.com
Russell Hatch 
russell_hatch@ebamooba.co.uk

PUBLISHING EDITOR:
Andrea Wadsworth 
andrea@luli.uk

CREATIVE COPY:
Tim Finney 
Richard Walker  
richardw@eddingtons.co.uk

TREASURER
Andy P
andrewpocock@yahoo.co.uk

DISTRIBUTION:
Christine Thomas 
littlecot2010@hotmail.co.uk
Doreen Cooper 
01793 792 965

SUB-EDITOR:
Val Brodin 
valbrodin@gmail.com

The Village News is created and run 
by a small group of volunteers and is 
a non-profit organisation affiliated to  
Bishopstone Village Hall. Reg Charity no 
271165. If you would like to make a donation 
to help with the upkeep please contact  
Treasurer Andy P.

The views of individual writers expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of 
the editors, the parish council or the church. If you have any feedback or questions, please 
contact one of the editorial team listed to your left.
You may also deliver items by hand to Bishopstone Stores and Lynne will kindly pass anything 
on to us. Please make sure that you include any names and contact details so that we may get 
in touch with you. None of these personal details will be published unless we are specifically 
asked to do so.

If you’d like to write an article or submit 
any photography. Please email Andrea for 
consideration in the next issue. We aim to 
distribute the newsletter on or around 15th 
of each month. 
Deadline for any considerations will be the 
last day of the previous month but we’d 
welcome submissions sooner. 
If you would like an advert designing for 
placement in the village news, please contact 
Andrea who is offering a discounted rate for 
Village News adverts.

Contributions Diary 
Mid Jan 2023  - Mid Feb 2023

/groups/bishopstoneandhintonparva
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2023 Time Event Place Contact

18.02.23 - 
21.02.23

BADS 
Pre-performance 
Supper

The Royal 
Oak

01793 790 481
royaloak@
helenbrowning 
organics.co.uk

18.02.23 - 
21.02.23 7pm

Bishopstone 
Amateur 
Dramatics Society 
Performance. 

Bishopstone 
Village Hall

Tickets from The 
Royal Oak

04.02.23 7 for 
7.30pm

Hinton Parva  
Village Supper.  
All are welcome.
Tickets £15 per 
head. We’re 
anticipating our 
usual sell-out 
so please book 
early to avoid 
disappointment.

Hinton Parva 
Village Hall

Rod:  
PeckRM34@
gmail.com 
07784183239 
for details and 
reservations

07.02.23 6-7pm
Sound Like Women 
Radio Show - First 
Tuesday of every 
month.

Swindon 
105.5 fm

Hosts:  
Mandy, Tracy  
& Luiza

11.02.23 - 
12.02.23 12-4pm Peach Pip Books Bishopstone 

Village Hall

17.02.23 Utrillo Cafe Jazz The Royal 
Oak

01793 790 481
royaloak@
helenbrowning 
organics.co.uk

23.02.23
23.03.23
27.04.23

7pm
City Lights
Social cinema.
7pm doors and bar. 
Film starts 7.30pm

Bishopstone 
Village Hall

Tickets via the  
Royal Oak or
on the door

Church Services in the Benefice Dec. 22 / Jan. 23, see page 10 

Tell us your thoughts!
‘LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR’  

Email:
BishopstoneEditor 

@gmail.com
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