[bookmark: _Hlk150251959][bookmark: _Hlk179230013]BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 640
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Bishopstone Village Hall
on Monday 3rd November, 2025 at 7.30pm  

Those present: Val Brodin (chair), Ian Thomas, Lucille McGrath, Steve Bell, Karen MacGregor, Karen Walker, Dai Wilson, Jaine Blackman (clerk).

1. Public Question Time No members of the public attended.

2. Approved Apologies Julian Cooke, Gill May.

3. Declarations of Interest Cllr McGrath regarding planning application S/HOU/25/1037.

4. Minutes of Last Meeting 6th October 2025 Proposed by Cllr Walker seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed.

5. Matters Arising Nothing to report.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk175218792] Planning
S/HOU/25/1318 Erection of 60cm wooden, open trellis, above the 1m high closeboard wooden garden fence at The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC that it objects to the proposal, agreeing with the comments of the conservation officer and appeal inspector.
S/HOU/25/1037 Erection of 6ft fence in replacement of existing hedgerow which has died at 1 West End Cottages, Icknield Way, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC it objects to the proposal, which would be inappropriate and incongruous in this prominent location in the conservation area.
S/HOU/25/1335 Installation of a new external domestic oil tank sited on concrete base at 3 The Mews, Russley Park. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC of no objection.
S/HOU/25/1357 Conversion of integral garage to create habitable accommodation and erection of garden shed at 6 Whatleys Orchard, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC of no objection.

PENDING DETERMINATION 
S/HOU/25/0046 Erection of gabion retaining wall (retrospective) at The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. 
S/HOU/24/1148 Erection of two storey rear extension and front porch at 2 Mount Pleasant Farm Cottages, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane, Horpit.
S/25/0666/REPPER Land at Mount Pleasant Farm, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane,
Horpit. Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of a ground-mounted solar farm complete with landscaping, associated infrastructure and temporary access.
Redlands Eastern Villages applications numbers S/RES/21/0584/EDSN; S/RES/21/0607/EDSN; S/RES/21/0498/EDSN; S/RES/21/0867/EDSN; S/OUT/23/0456 Redlands Phase 2 S/OUT/22/1415; S/OUT/23/1514 Foxbridge S/OUT/20/0160; S/EIA/24/1403/MORGAP.

GRANTED
S/25/0840 Outline application for Farmhouse (Removal of condition relating to agricultural occupation from application 11056 1967 at The Homestead, Hinton Parva Lane, Hinton Parva. 

APPEAL
S/LDP/24/1400 Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed) for the removal of a retaining garden wall to create vehicle access at 2 Church Row, Hinton Parva.

ADDITIONAL PLANNING MATTERS
It had been anonymously reported that a porch at a listed building in The City had been knocked down and rebuilt without planning permission. ACTION: Cllr Thomas to take a look and report back.


7. Report from Ward Cllr Gary Sumner 
[bookmark: _Hlk160476308]Cllr Sumner did not attend or send a report. The chair reported Cllr Sumner had arranged for some trees to be cut back alongside the path leading down to The Dingle from Cues Lane.

8. Road drainage near Bishopstone pond ACTION: Cllr Wilson to chase up SBC 	quotes for dredging the corner of the pond and discuss an alternative longer term solution with Paul Page of SBC. 

9. Precept 2025/26 Cllr McGrath suggested that due to extra expenses in 2025/26 and a depletion of the council’s reserves the precept should be raised. ACTION: Cllr McGrath to bring a proposal to next month’s meeting.

10. Key Area updates

Finance Nothing to report. 

Footpaths and Highways Cllr Wilson to be added to footpaths and highways responsibility and also pond and island. A resident had suggested “residents only” parking at the bottom of Nell Hill. Councillors felt this was not a practical proposition. ACTION: Cllr Thomas to chase up white line painting from the Bishopstone eastern gateway which SBC had said would be done at the same time as the SSEZ/20mph zone markings. He was asked to also remind Highways about the dangerous absence of lining at Hinton Springs and the eastern junctions in Hinton Parva. ACTION: Clerk to contact SBC Highways with regard to the 30mph signs in Bishopstone which need to be changed to 20mph, including the repeater signs.

[bookmark: _Hlk213085043]Pond & Island The school had reported repairs to the bridge were needed. The lengthman has quoted £568 plus VAT to do the repairs. ACTION: Cllr Thomas to tell lengthman to go ahead with the repairs. ACTION: Chair to contact resident who wants to plant a memorial hedge near the Oxon Place benches to inform him he would need permission from SBC as it is their land. Councillors considered the proposal would increase maintenance costs for the parish and would be out of keeping with the natural setting.

Hinton Parva Village Hall Nothing to report.

Bishopstone Village Hall Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Charities Nothing to report.
Bishopstone United Charities Nothing to report.
[bookmark: _Hlk205239808]Trees The willows by the pond will now be pollarded on 16th – 17th February at half term, by request of the school.

Planning Nothing to report.

Website/IT Nothing to report.

Policies Nothing to report.

School Liaison Nothing to report.

Russley Park Nothing to report.

Responsible Financial Officer Nothing to report.

11. Community Safety Chair has invited community police officers to a PC meeting.

12. Accounts to be paid: see Appendix 1.

13. Parishioners Feedback/Complaints Nothing to report.

14. The next meeting date is 1st December, 2025 at Bishopstone Village Hall at 7.30pm. Any changes will be posted on noticeboards, website and Facebook. 


The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 

	
Accounts to be paid
SUPPLIER

Jaine Blackman Clerk’s salary -  no need for ratification agreed by Council

Allbuild Lengthman’s invoice -  no need for ratification agreed by Council


1&1 Internet host services -  no need for ratification agreed by Council




                                                                     
	APPENDIX 1
	
Amount


£511


£525 (£437.50 plus £87.50 VAT @ 20%)


£7.20 (£6 plus £1.20p VAT @ 20%)






