[bookmark: _Hlk150251959][bookmark: _Hlk179230013]BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 642
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Hinton Parva Village Hall
on Monday 5th January, 2026 at 7.30pm  

Those present: Val Brodin (chair), Ian Thomas, Karen Walker, Julian Cooke, Gill May, Steve Bell, Dai Wilson, Gary Sumner (borough councillor), Jaine Blackman (clerk).

1. Public Question Time Community police officer Ollie Jefferies attended and addressed the meeting. While crime rates in the villages were low, he said he was aware of some illegal activities on the Ridgeway and patrolled there regularly. Residents are advised to call 999 if they become aware of hare coursing or other crimes in progress. He said he would pass on a request for officers to police the new Bishopstone 20mph zone and look into rural crime figures to send to the council.

2. Approved Apologies Lucille McGrath, Karen MacGregor.

3. Declarations of Interest None.

4. Minutes of Last Meeting 1st December 2025 Proposed by Cllr Walker seconded by Cllr Thomas and agreed.

5. Matters Arising ACTION: Cllr Cooke to remove litter bin post on the Ridgeway. ACTION: Cllr May to present addition to standing orders at next meeting. ACTION: Cllr Sumner to follow up on issue of white lining between Bishopstone and Hinton Parva. 

6. [bookmark: _Hlk175218792] Planning

S/HOU/25/1603 Erection of proposed first floor rear extension and replacement front pitched roof dormers. Partial demolition of the existing roof to facilitate the extension and dormers. Work to existing trees in rear garden as outlined in the tree works plan at Down Hill, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC of no objection.

PENDING DETERMINATION 
S/HOU/25/1520 Erection of two storey extension to side and rear elevations. Detached garage at Charlbury House, Hatchet Hill, Hinton Parva. 
S/HOU/25/1037 Erection of 6ft fence in replacement of existing hedgerow which has died at 1 West End Cottages, Icknield Way, Bishopstone. 
S/HOU/25/0046 Erection of gabion retaining wall (retrospective) at The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. 
S/25/0666/REPPER Land At Mount Pleasant Farm, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane,
Horpit. Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of a ground-mounted solar farm complete with landscaping, associated infrastructure and temporary access.
Redlands Eastern Villages applications numbers S/RES/21/0584/EDSN; S/RES/21/0607/EDSN; S/RES/21/0498/EDSN; S/RES/21/0867/EDSN; S/OUT/23/0456 Redlands Phase 2 S/OUT/22/1415; S/OUT/23/1514 Foxbridge S/OUT/20/0160; S/EIA/24/1403/MORGAP.

GRANTED
S/HOU/25/1335 Installation of a new external domestic oil tank sited on concrete base at 3 The Mews, Russley Park. 
S/HOU/25/1357 Conversion of integral garage to create habitable accommodation and erection of garden shed at 6 Whatleys Orchard, Bishopstone. 
S/HOU/25/1442 Proposed stable for the keeping of horses & adjacent workshop within the grounds of No. 2 Mount Pleasant Farm Cottages, Horpit. 
S/HOU/24/1148 Erection of two storey rear extension and front porch at 2 Mount Pleasant Farm Cottages, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane, Horpit.





REFUSED
[bookmark: _Hlk218586733]S/HOU/25/1318 Erection of 60cm wooden, open trellis, above the 1m high closeboard wooden garden fence at The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to ask the case officer if he can ensure the 6ft posts with no permission are lowered in line with the 1m high fence.

APPEAL
S/LDP/24/1400 Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed) for the removal of a retaining garden wall to create vehicle access at 2 Church Row, Hinton Parva.

7. Report from Ward Cllr Gary Sumner 
[bookmark: _Hlk160476308]The collapsed road edge near Hill Manor had been attended to. 

8. Road drainage near Bishopstone pond Cllr Wilson is still investigating where the blocked drain by the bus stop comes out. Some exploratory local pond dredging had been done.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk218587297]Memorial policy The Chair updated members on correspondence received and actions taken by a resident since the Parish Council had denied a request to plant a “pet memory tree” on Borough Council–owned land at Oxon Place, and subsequently on the Parish Council-owned island in the pond.
 The Council noted that:
· Public open space within the parish is extremely limited, and decisions relating to memorials must be fair, consistent, and non-precedent-setting.
· The island is managed under an ecological management plan and already has extensive tree coverage; additional planting is not considered suitable.
· The introduction of decorated memorial structures or trees would conflict with ecological aims, risk wildlife disturbance, and potentially lead to littering or unsuitable future tributes.
· The Parish Council has previously permitted a friends and family-funded memorial bench on the island.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Council confirmed its earlier decision not to support the planting of a decorated memorial tree, and its alternative offer of the option to install a sustainably sourced memorial bench at private expense, subject to Parish Council approval of the precise location. The Council noted a Facebook post had indicated that the Church might welcome a memorial bench in St Mary’s churchyard.
RESOLVED: The Parish Council reaffirmed its previous decision. Should the resident wish to proceed with a memorial bench on the island, they may do so via the Parish Clerk.
ACTION: The Policies sub-committee to consider whether a Memorials Policy is required to ensure clarity in the event of any future memorial requests.

10. Dogs in meetings ACTION: Cllrs Bell and Walker to ask village hall committees about their policies with regard to animals in the halls.

11. Key Area updates

Finance Nothing to report. 

Footpaths and Highways The empty salt bin at the green in Hinton Parva has been filled. SBC had confirmed they would clear the drains at The Mission, Hinton Parva. Cllr Wilson reported some electric fences had been installed near Two o’Clock bushes near the Ridgeway and Cllr Cooke gave notice that hedges were to be planted and a kissing gate installed to mark the permissive path to Charlbury Tump. ACTION: Clerk to report the Bishopstone arm is missing from the fingerpost at the junction of White Hill and Hatchett Hill.

[bookmark: _Hlk213085043]Pond & Island The bridge has been repaired. ACTION: Cllr Bell to inspect.

Hinton Parva Village Hall ACTION: Cllr Brodin to take over checking the defibrillator at the hall.

Bishopstone Village Hall Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Charities Nothing to report.
Bishopstone United Charities Nothing to report.
[bookmark: _Hlk205239808]Trees ACTION: Clerk to report to SBC that hedgerows at the bottom of Body Horse Hill opposite the village hall and between Pendower Cottage and City Corner, Hinton Parva, are impeding the road and obscuring traffic signs.
Planning Nothing to report.

Website/IT Nothing to report.

Policies Nothing to report.

School Liaison Nothing to report.

Russley Park Nothing to report.

Responsible Financial Officer The precept had been sent to Swindon Borough Council. The interest rate on the PC’s account with Hinkley & Rugby was being reduced from 2.9% to 2.8%

12. Community Safety Nothing to report.

13. Accounts to be paid: see Appendix 1.

a. Parishioners Feedback/Complaints A resident was keen to see replacement of the litter bin the Parish Council had removed from the layby opposite Charlbury Tump and had been advised to write to the clerk.
b. A resident had asked whether the Parish Council might install a visibility mirror at the junction of Hatchett Hill and Hinton Hill – councillors thought that the need to stop and look carefully at this junction was beneficial and a mirror would be counterproductive.

14. The next meeting date is 2nd February, 2026 at Bishopstone Village Hall at 7.30pm. Any changes will be posted on noticeboards, website and Facebook. 


The meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 

	
Accounts to be paid
SUPPLIER

Jaine Blackman Clerk’s salary -  no need for ratification agreed by Council

Allbuild Lengthman’s invoice -  no need for ratification agreed by Council


1&1 Internet host services -  no need for ratification agreed by Council


Allbuild Lengthman’s invoice 3427 to repair bridge at pond -  no need for ratification agreed by Council

Information Commissioner’s Office – data protection fee -  no need for ratification agreed by Council








	APPENDIX 1
	
Amount


£511


£525 (£437.50 plus £87.50 VAT @ 20%)

£7.20 (£6 plus £1.20 VAT @ 20%)

£681.60 (£568 plus £113.60 VAT @ 20%)

£47



