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Bishopstone, Hinton Parva & Russley Park -\GZ

bishopstoneandhintonparva.o

VILLAGENEWS

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS

Please support local

As the year draws to a close and we all frantically prepare and
empty the supermarkets as though they're shutting for a month,
we at Village News HQ would like to say a heartfelt thank you to
everyone who helps keep our beloved publication afloat. A special
thank you goes to our invaluable advertisers. We simply couldn’t
continue without their support, so if you find yourself in need of
their services, please do consider giving them your custom and
helping make their advertisements worthwhile.

We'd also like to extend our gratitude to our regular volunteers for
their informative contributions, cheerful wit, and fabulous photos.
Thanks to you, we think the Village News is (mostly!) an enjoyable
read. And of course, an enormous thank you to our delivery elves —
without them, you wouldn’t receive your copy at all. Come rain or
shine, they make sure it reaches your door for your enjoyment.

What's on?
Christmas is upon us, and there is plenty to look forward to.

The pub is offering space for gatherings and parties, so get in
touch if you're looking for a venue. Pop in for a pre-party cocktail—
or six—on New Year’s Eve before heading to the Village Hall party
if you've got tickets. They’re currently on sale—see page 16 for
details.

Christmas Carols around the Tree at the Village Hall is always a
lovely way to get into the festive spirit. As you'll have seen, the
tree is up and looking beautifully seasonal. Well done to Team VH
for their hard work (and impressive erection skills!) in making the
village look so Christmassy.

And something to look forward to after the festive season: our
sprightly amateur dramatics team is putting on a new play in
January 2026 (see page 2). It promises to be a night not to be
missed, filled with laughter - usually at the pillars of our community
sporting unusual outfits and showcasing their remarkable range
of accents. It all unfolds at Bishopstone Village Hall. Tickets are
already on sale, so snap them up while you can! All the usual bits
are listed on the back page diary.

Bins!

On a slightly less fun note, don't forget to check bin days as SBC
have done their annual Christmas shuffle to accomodate the
days off. You'll find further details on the collection dates on their
website of by scanning the code below. | think they put tags on our
bins last year too, which may have already happened by the time
this hits your doormat but just in case yours blows into the pond,
check here for more info:

https://www.swindon.gov.uk/info/20015/
bins_rubbish_and_recycling/1690/
fags_about_the_changes_to_your_
bin_collection_days

Wishing you all a very Merry
Christmas and a prosperous
New Year.
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Coming soon
to Bishopstone Village Hall...

In celebration of BADS 50th anniversary, get ready for an
uproarious evening of theatrical mayhem as Bishopstone’s &
Hinton Parva’s finest thespians take to the stage in this brilliantly
witty comedy directed by Bishopstone’s own, Belinda Nicholls.

The plot revolves around a fading Hollywood star, Jefferson
Steele, who arrives in England believing he is about to star
in a prestigious Shakespearean production, only to discover
that he has been duped into performing with a small amateur
dramatic society in a rural village. The play explores the clash
of cultures and egos as Steele tries to adapt to his less-than-
glamorous surroundings, while the local actors attempt to rise
to the occasion. Through witty dialogue and farcical situations,
the play highlights the power of community, the love of theatre,
and the sometimes-humbling journey of self-discovery.

Performances run from Wednesday 14th to Saturday 17th
January 2026 at Bishopstone Village Hall with doors and bar
open at 7pm and curtain up at 7.30pm.

All tickets are £10 and can be purchased from the BADS online
box office, or pop into Helen Browning’s Royal Oak where you
can buy tickets as well as book a pre-theatre supper for £22.50
per person for a 2-course meal.

So, whether you're a seasoned theatre-goer or just fancy a
good laugh, this is one not to miss. Support your local amateur
dramatics group and enjoy a night of community spirit, comedy,
and Shakespearean chaos!

Don’t delay, BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW by visiting:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/badstickets

A Bunch of Amateurs was first performed at the Watermill Theatre on Thursday 22nd May 2014 in association with Trademark
Films. This amateur production of “A Bunch of Amateurs” is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf

of Samuel French Ltd. www.concordtheatricals.co.uk

Not long now till we are all hanging up our stockings and leaving
out an organic mince pie for Santa and one of Pete’s carrots for
Rudolph.

The shop will be open for all your Christmas needs up until 1pm
on Christmas Eve and back open as usual on the 27th. Why not
cut out and pin up our opening hours on your calendar so you
know exactly when you can do your final bits of shopping and
any emergency purchases? (Although, if you ask at the pub nicely
someone will open the shop door for you at pretty much anytime
you need usl)

Our fresh meat will be delivered on Friday 19th with dairy produce
and bread coming Tuesday 23rd. Let us know if there is anything
specific you would like, and we can place an order for you. The
veg rack will be fully loaded throughout the festive weeks so
don’t forget that you can stock up here and choose to buy local
produce that’s grown in the village. Please do call in and have a
look at our gifts for your last minute shopping, we are also very
happy to make up hampers or wrap in hessian for you and have
a lovely range of gift sets, from gin to skincare, to make your life
easier.

| do hope you all have a wonderful Christmas, enjoy the important
things in life, and celebrate the new year in style. Thank you, as
ever, for your custom in 2025 and for supporting your village shop.
Merry Christmas — see you all soon, Lynne x

@bishopstone_stores f@helenbrowningsbishopstonestores

HELEN BROWNING'S

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS
Monday 22nd 9am-6pm
Tuesday 23rd 9am-6pm
Christmas Eve 9am-1pm
Christmas Day CLOSED
Boxing Day CLOSED
Saturday 27th 9am-6pm
Sunday 28th 9am-3pm
Monday 29th 9am-6pm
Tuesday 30th 9am-6pm
New Years Eve 9am-1pm
New Years Day 9am-4pm
Friday 2nd 9am-6pm
Saturday 3rd 9am-6pm
Sunday 4th 9am-3pm
Monday 5th CLOSED
Tuesday 6th 10am-6pm

x
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I love a bargain, and one site that I've stumbled upon this month,
which might help you with any last minute Christmas shopping
or pick up a great deal for yourself, is at the Waterstones
clearance website — Waterstones.com/campaign/clearance. |
was sceptical when | read about it, but decided to investigate
and was surprised to find that it had books that I've read
great reviews for and some that | had on my reading list. For
example, ‘brother. do. you. love. me.” by the Coe brothers
was shortlisted for The British Book Awards 2023 Non-Fiction
Narrative Book of the Year and the hardback version has
been reduced from £22 to £3. And the hardback version of
a Beth Morrey that | have on my list has been reduced from
£14.99 to £3. I'd seen ‘111 Places in Birmingham That You
Shouldn’t Miss’ at full-price and had considered getting it as
a present, but here, it's half price, which now makes it a no-
brainer — and cheaper than | can find on my beloved second-
hand book sites. | often buy books as stocking-fillers, and this
site has good filtering functionality if you’re not sure what you're
after but want to narrow down your search to find the perfect
present. I’'m happy to buy second-hand books for myself or
others | know well but | know some people | get presents for
would rather have new and buying them from a clearance site
ensures you get a bargain and they don’t go to be pulped.
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In a similar vein, I've previously recommended boopbeauty.
co.uk. They ‘rescue’ often well-known branded beauty
products that have been discontinued, reformulated,
overstocked or have imperfect packaging and sell them on at
up to 70% off of RRP — and keep them from landfill. Current
brands available on their website include Charlotte Tilbury,
Estee Lauder, Kate Somerville, Philip Kingsley etc — genuine
premium brands.

| helped a friend buy a Christmas present for me from eBay -
don’t forget the sellers there and on other re-sell sites often sell
new but unwanted items as well as second-hand items.

I've read great things about zestyplan which is an American
website and free app which is all about climate-smart eating
and includes a weekly newsletter, meal planner, access to a
lot of recipes and a recipe keeper. | plan to test it with my
vegetarian daughter when she is home from university and will
report back.

Finally — wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy and Greener 2026! I'm working on some green
resolutions for 2026 — tricky how to measure them though.
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HAPPY GARDENS

by Jane Pearson

Preparing for Christmas, I've finally ventured out of the
garden and into the shops! It's nice to see that Paperwhite
narcissi are back in fashion this winter and are available all
potted up and ready to gift along with the usual Amarylis
and Hyacinths. But did you know that you can extend their
life by placing them in a cool, bright spot? Add a ‘wig-wam’
support to prevent blooms flopping (I like to use bendy birch
twigs), placed just inside the pot edge and tied at the top
with twine or ribbon.

Paperwhites will rebloom if watered and fed with a little
seaweed once a week until the leaves dieback, then stop
watering until the new shoots appear. Don’t throw them out
after Christmas but move them to a shed or greenhouse and
replant outside in the spring. This also works for Hyacinths
and Christmas Roses (Hellebores).

Plant Spotlight: Beautiful Berries!

Shrubs with beautiful berries are a wonderful addition to the
winter garden. They add much needed colour and provide a
wealth of nutritious food and shelter for birds and wildlife. This is
a great time of year to buy cost effective bare root shrubs, usually
available November to March, and as long as the ground isn't
waterlogged or frozen you will be able to plant them throughout
the winter. By next summer they'll have developed a healthy
root system and will look great the following winter. Berry shrubs
to look out for include Nandina domestica, Callicarpa bodinieri,
Viburnum tinus, Sorbus hupehensis, Pyracantha and Acuba
japonica.

Callicarpa Bodinieri Sorbus Hupehensis

'Pink Pagoda'

Pyracantha
'Saphyr Yellow'

Nandina Domestica Viburnum Tinus Aucuba Japonica

'Variegata'

The Potting Shed

Mulch your Dahlias: Where dahlia tubers have been left in
the ground, provide a thick mulch of straw, bark chips or well
rotted leaf mould.

Wrap Up: Wrap vulnerable outdoor plants with horticultural
fleece.

Cover coldframe plants, trays of seedlings and potted
cuttings in the greenhouse. Horticultural fleece bags are
useful for covering trees such as olives in pots, and other
vulnerable plants.

Protect your pots: Some containers can freeze the roots
of the plants growing in them. Borderline plants include
Hardy cordlines, olives and some agapanthus varieties. it's
a good idea to lag their pots with layers of hessian sacking
or bubblewrap.

Check moisture levels of plants in the greenhouse, they can
dry out surprisingly quickly, even in cold
weather. They're best kept just moist. It's
also worth picking off dead leaves from
plants and clearing debris in the greenhouse
as these are places that can harbour
pathogens.

Most of all sit back and enjoy a well-earned
rest!

Happy Christmas, Happy New Year and
very happy gardening! Jane.

07811 367320
janepearsondesign@icloud.com

The Lynchetts, Icknield Way, Bishopstone
www.janepearsondesign.com/hints&tips

Please visit my website at janepearsondesign.com/blog for
Readers Question Time and much more!
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Bishopstone & District

Gardening Club

Contact: Marion Peck: 01793 791 001

The last event of 2025 was the Annual General Meeting
combined with Supper at the Royal Oak in Bishopstone. There
were fourteen present, made up of committee and members,
and we quickly covered the essential elements of finance and
discussions concerning the speakers and possibly events /
outings for 2026.

It was suggested that the club should be rebranded next year
with a new name and logo. It was felt that we needed an
updated image so as to fully incorporate all the local villages,
especially with so many new houses and residents now in
the area.

So the decision was taken
to become The Ridgeway
Gardening Club as of January
2026 using the new logo, as
shown to the left, and hope
to encourage more residents
from our growing community
to join us and enjoy our
friendly meetings and excellent
speakers in  the coming
season.

It was also decided to increase the annual subscription from
£10 to £12.50 to reflect current price increases for speakers
and the village hall hire.

Having concluded the formalities of the meeting we moved
downstairs to the restaurant to enjoy an excellent meal and
lots of chatter for the rest of the evening. A fun time was had
by all.

In conclusion, on behalf of the committee, | wish you all a
very HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a peaceful, prosperous, and
healthy NEW YEAR. See you all in 2026!

Diary Dates

The meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the
month, except January and August, and as always everyone
is welcome. There is a one-off payment for an evening for
non-members, or a single payment for a year’s membership.

The first meetings of 2026 season will be on:

Wednesday February 11th - Rebecca Brain: Bishopstone
Village Hall. 7.00pm

‘No-Dig Vegetable Gardening’

Rebecca lives in Bishopstone and has a background in
Organic vegetable growing. She has her own Plant Nursery
selling locally grown organic plants.

Wednesday March 11th - Paul Green: Bishopstone Village
Hall. 7.00pm

"The Best Thing Since Sliced Bread'

Paul is from Green’s Leaves specialist plant nursery in Newent.
He will be comparing old vs new varieties and the thinking in
new plant development. He will be bringing along a selection
plants for sale from his Gloucestershire nursery.

Details of meetings and speakers for the rest of the year will
be circulated as soon as the last elements are finalised.

BISHOPSTONE

ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE

On behalf of the Church Commissioners and their land
agent Strutt & Parker, several half allotment plots are
now available to rent by the local community. A perfect
opportunity to grow your own fruit and vegetables.
The price is £8 per half plot per year
(April to March)

No permanent structures such as sheds are allowed
but low level storage is permitted.

Although livestock cannot be kept, bee keeping is
encouraged by the owners.

If you are interested in taking an
allotment in Bishopstone,

contact Steve Bell on 07598 185 643

Bishopstone Craft Fair:
A Heartfelt Thank You

A huge thank you to everyone who came along to the
Bishopstone Craft Fair on 27th November at the Village Hall.
The event was a wonderful success, and it was all made
possible by our fantastic stall holders, dedicated helpers, and
the many shoppers who turned out to support the day.

We were delighted to welcome a brilliant variety of stalls this
year, showcasing local crafts, handmade gifts, seasonal
treats and beautiful produce from around the area. The
atmosphere in the hall was warm and festive, helped along
by the ever-popular mince pies, mulled wine and the popular
bottle tombola. It was lovely to see so many people browsing,
chatting, and enjoying the community spirit.

Thanks to everyone’s enthusiasm and generosity, we raised
around £600, which will be shared between several local
charities. We're incredibly grateful for this support, and
we know it will be put to very good use in the village and
surrounding communities.

We hope to welcome back many of this year’s talented
stallholders for next year’s event. Chris Thomas
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Ask Fanny

‘Tis the season to be less catty!

Here goes..

Dear Mrs Hole

As newcomers to this parish, I’'m wondering if there are any
interesting books (you know, biographies, novels, memoirs etc.)
that might enlighten us joyfully on the history or otherwise of
this remarkable landscape around us, probably one of the most
underappreciated landscapes in the whole of England | would
suggest. We are so lucky to live here.

Yours in curiosity

Mr and Mrs P

Near the pond

Dear Mr and Mrs P

Interesting you should mention this, and very timely. There is,
just down the road from here, nearer Uffington, the rather well
known authoress and writer Clover Stroud (from the family that
started Gifford’'s Circus). Her latest book, The Big Giant on the
Skyline, is part memoir, part local history, part emotional trail.
She talks of The White Horse and its history, and the draw it,
and the Ridgeway, has for her; she talks of the vale villages and
what they represent, and what they have represented, and how
they have risen, declined, and risen again; she finds lost villages,
no longer on the map (heard of Snap, anyone?). And wraps it
all up in her family’s affairs, of the right sort. It's a personal, lyrical
tale, one that | thought | was unlikely to enjoy, yet revelled in it.

| wholly recommend, for those of you with a passion for this
place, and a passion for reading good books.

Yours

FH

Dear Mrs Hole

| just think that occasionally people should bear in mind that an
awful lot of work, always unpaid and often unseen, is performed
by lots of people in these parishes, and instead of writing slightly
bitchy notes about fences and trees and traffic issues, and
jokes about colonoscopies, possibly there could be a bit of
recognition for this? | do feel that without these people, many of
them completely under the radar, life in this parish would be less
enjoyable. | do hope that you will be able to give some space to
this thought of mine.

Thank you

Ms DD

Up the Hill

You know where

Dear Ms DD

So lovely to have more correspondence from you, possibly my
favourite contributor and always so lucid and clear headed. |
must pop round one day and see how you manage to keep
juggling all those balls.

Anyway, this is a great opportunity to recognise lots of folk,
without necessarily naming all of them—just this evening I've
visited, in disguise, the village craft fair, run so ably by Chris
Thomas; Mr Hatch who ensures that Bishopstone village Hall/
annual Christmas tree/audio visuals everywhere/health and
safety etc. are always sorted; Lynne who quietly runs the vilage
shop at the pub, even though her boss keeps turning the heater
off; all the folk who ensure both village halls are functioning,
legal, and not flooded; and the folk who run gardening clubs
and exercise lessons; whoever empties the poo bags on Nell
Hill and the Ridgeway (awful job); the local councillor Mr Sumner
who has made a real impact since moving fully into the parish;
and all the parish councillors of course, sometimes a thankless
task, | am advised, faced with the occasional pompous and

(

Write to Fanny at:

) BishopstoneEditor@gmail.com

arrogant parishioner; and the women (usually) who clean the
churches and put out the flowers; and the vicar Steve, who
often dresses like a vicar, great fun; the amateur drama group
who seem to manage to entertain more than 300 of us every
year, led by the remarkably patient Bee Harding, considering
the talent she has to work with (and she oversees the village FB
page, a great community resource).

| like seeing the reasonably frequent visits from the special
constables and | particularly love the guys and gals who man
the occasional voluntary speed camera, soon to be managed
by Mr Patterson, | am told. And, not finally because there will be
others | have forgotten—how about the people who keep our
village primary school as a tip top performing mini institution? —
and those amazing people who've raised almost 20k in a
year to refurbish the playground?—the people who put this
newsletter together in their spare time, and all their contributors.
Have you seen the boring dross in other parishes? Really! It's
an astounding place, and we should all appreciate and enjoy it.
Yours in an unnatural state of mind! I'll go and lie down until
2026.

Fanny Hole

FENCING & GATES

(Residential/Security/Commercial)

DRIVEWAYS

GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE
PATIO CONCRETE BASES & RAMPS
PATHS

PLASTERING

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

MINI DIGGER HIRE
& SKIP LOADER WITH DRIVER

lee@wilsonconstruction.org.uk
07894 759 055 01793 376 830

Pinfold | The Forty | Bishopstone | SN6 8PQ

NOJOBTOO SMALL
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Courtesy of puzzles.ca

Winning Sudoku from last month

DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

LAST
MONTH'S
WINNER IS

CHRISTMAS
HARD SUDOKU

Grab your voucher
from Lynne
at the shop!

Thank you for your entries!
The winner, pulled from Lynne's the trusty hat, was
Geraldine Pass with her sudoku.

Other entries were:

Julie B — crossword & sudoku, Debbie Clark — crossword
G Philpotts — crossword, Peter Walker — crossword

Gary Pass - crossword

Reminder: All entries to be submitted by the last day of
the month. Thank you.

Those who complete both puzzles have their name put into
the hat twice.

Win a £10 Voucher!

Please submit your completed Sudoku and/or crossword by the
end of each month, either in person or by email to Lynne

at Bishopstone Stores.

A £10 voucher is awarded each month — one winner will be drawn at random from all correct entries. The draw
takes place on the 1st of the month, and the winner will be announced in the following issue. You can collect your
voucher from the shop after the announcement. The voucher gives you £10 off your bill at either the pub or the shop.
Drop them in, or submit by email to: shop@helenbrowningsorganic.co.uk

CHRISTMAS
CODEBREAKER

The same number represents
the same letter. Crack the
code and fill the grid. To help
you get started, some word
entries have picture clues.

I must apologise for causing
widespread  confusion  in
November's issue by forgetting
to change the month on the
puzzles — they should have
said ‘Nov’ rather than ‘Oct’. If |
make the same mistake again,
please feel free to scribble it
out and write the correct month
over the top with your biro
before handing it in. Thank you
to everyone who noticed and
let us know. I'll try to be more
vigilant in future, though | do
like to keep everyone on their
toes.
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Photo of the month

Become the neighborhood paparazzi sensation with your camera wizardry! Every month, our crack
team of discerning judges will don their imaginary monocles and select a lucky winner. Brace yourself
for stardom, as your masterpiece gets the full-colour treatment and becomes the talk of the town. It's

SEND US
YOUR SNAPS
Email:

BishopstoneEditor
@gmail.com

DICKIE’'S

| am writing this just before Rachel Reeves’s budget on Nov
26. The farming community does not expect moderation to her
proposed inheritance tax raid aimed at farms and businesses.
Her proposals have kept lawyers and accountants busy over
the summer trying to find measures that will mitigate the
damage. For the elderly who are unlikely to survive seven years
the tax will not be found out of income which will force sales.
Farming confidences have also been dented by a recent drop
in the milk price and lacklustre returns in the arable sector
where very smart machinery labours in vain to make a tiny
profit or a loss if crops are scorched by drought.

However, one bright sector has been beef prices. Prices to
the farmer have risen from £5/ kg dead weight to £6.50 +
over the past year and from 2023 when prices were nearer
£4/kg. To keep sales buoyant some of these rises have not
been passed on to the consumer as the trade usually tries
to average out the highs and lows. Even so, the restaurant
trade is obliged to price the best steak cuts above £30 for 8
ounces. We have beef cattle grazing marginal land and the
best sorts can now come to over £2000 compared with half
that figure a few years ago.

Increasingly there is an alternative red meat that can be
sourced so much cheaper. Venison and game come into this
category. We are now in the season of game shooting. By law
game may not be shot on a Sunday. Pheasants may be shot
Oct 1st - Feb 1st, and partridges Sept 1st -Feb 1st . Deer
with no predator bar man have never been so numerous. In
the south we see fallow, roe and muntjac. There could be

800 fallow in the five square miles round Ashdown Park. We
have installed deer fencing to protect our crops. Historically
Ashdown was a deer park with ordinance survey maps still
recording “park pale”, the former boundary ditch and fence.
The fallow bucks have these striking palmate antlers with
spotted hides before these turn grey/brown over winter. They
are alert and cautious and not easy to shoot. Fallow and roe
game laws permit shooting does Nov 1st — March 31st  with
fallow bucks Aug 1st-April 30th and roe bucks April 1st-Oct
31st .

Recently the Royal Oak, Bishopstone featured venison steaks
and venison goulash on their menus. The steaks are lean and
will match beef steak. Plucking machines make short work
of the feathers or game can be easily skinned. Here on our
doorstep we have this natural abundance of an almost free
organic and unfarmed source of meat that human carnivores
should be tucking into for a change at cheaper prices too,
especially in comparison with beef.

Inside the
PeachPip

by Anna Bareham

A Poem for Every Day of Christmas, edited by
Allie Esiri

Chances are, you have come across at least one of Allie
Esiri's award winning poetry collections over the last
several years, her most famous being A Poemn for Every
Day of the Year. You may also have seen one for Every
Night of the Year, or for Every Summer Day, etc. | see them
everywhere. Esiri has resurfaced an excitement for poetry
on the literary scene and has succeeded in making poetry
accessible to the masses. She is great at compiling a
complementary range of poetry styles, and keeping them
bitesized so as to be easily consumed on a daily basis.

|, for one, am looking forward to my daily dose of poetry
this month, with her most recent Christmas collection.
Read along with me? Or buy it as a Christmas present
to yourself or someone else to devour in one sitting, or to
save until next year!

‘We are nearer to Spring
Than we were in September,’
| heard a bird sing
In the dark of December.
Oliver Herford

Happy Christmas, one and all. Anna

not just a photo, it's your ticket to local fame!

Thank you for this lovely winning photo from Francesca Walker this month with her

beautiful sky (above).

Other lovely pics we received below are: Yuet Dickinson 'November Moon at
3.30pm' (right) and Justin Moss 'Winter Sunset from Foxhill' (below).

Some great pictures this month, thank you all, keep 'em coming!
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CHURCH

A Letter From The Vicar

And so, another year draws to a close and the mid-winter
festival of light looms large on our horizons. For those who
believe and trust in Jesus Christ, that festival is focused on
the coming of the One true light, as John describes Jesus
in his Gospel Ch1 ws 9 The true light that gives light to
everyone was coming into the world.

It's been another dark year. Maybe you, like me, have been
rationing your intake of news on a day-to-day basis. Everyone
seems to be at war with everyone! Strident voices, vested
influences and personal agendas proliferate and without
an agreed sense of where the foundations of morality are to
be found we flounder in a sea of untethered opinions and
unscrupulous individuals. Where can we find true light indeed?
Truth to live by, values to aspire to and hope to embody and
share? Well, happily, gloriously and maybe improbably, in
the babe of Bethlehem still. As John says in verse 5 “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.” The good news to be celebrated this Christmas
season, as each Christmas season, is that there is a source
of true light to steer and navigate our course by in this life; the
person, saving work and teaching of Jesus Christ. John 1
ws14 ”"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us..... full of grace and truth.” He doesn’t impose
himself on us but invites us to believe and follow him. But we
must decide. Is he the truth as he claims to be? | am reminded
of the Poem One Solitary Life:

He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant. He
grew up in another village, where he worked in a carpenter
shop until he was 30. Then, for three years, he was an itinerant
preacher.

He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a
family or owned a home. He didn't go to college. He never lived
in a big city. He never travelled 200 miles from the place where
he was born. He did none of the things that usually accompany
greatness. He had no credentials but himself.

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is the
central figure of the human race. | am well within the mark
when | say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies
that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings
that ever reigned--put together--have not affected the life of
man on this earth as much as that one, solitary life.

Please join us at our Christmas Services outlined below, to
welcome and celebrate “The true light that gives light to
everyone” that has come into our world.

It will be great to see you.

Kind regards, Revd Steve Paynter
stevedpaynter@gmail.com 01793 296870

Prayer

Dear God, as we celebrate Your Son's birth, we pray for His
light and peace to dwell in our hearts, in our families and in our
communities. Heal conflicts, bring comfort to the hurting, and
let Your love fill every heart with mercy and grace. Help us be
Your hands and feet to those in need.

Amen.

Our churches are: All Saint Liddington,
St. Mary’s Bishopstone,

St. Andrew’s Wanborough,

and St. Swithun’s Hinton Parva.

Church Services. rull details on
www.achurchnearyou.com

The Parish of the Wellspring Villages

The main morning Church Services always start at 10.30am.

Day

Sun
Sat
Sun
Sun
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Dec '25

14.12.25
20.12.25
21.12.25
21.12.25
24.12.25
24.12.25
25.12.25
25.12.25
28.12.25
04.01.26
11.01.26
18.01.26

Time
10.30
5pm

Venue

HC, St. Mary's
Christingle, St Andrew's

NO MORNING SERVICE

4pm

5pm

11.30pm
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Carol Service St Andrew's
Christingle, St Mary's
Midnight HC St Andrew's
Family HC, All Saints

Carols & Readings St Swithun's
HC, St. Swithun's

HC, All Saints

HC, St. Mary's

HC, St Andrew's

Fran & Karen S.

Jan '26

Chris & Gill

Feb '26

Jane G. & Maggie

March '26

Sarah & Jenny

April '26

Liz & Gaye

May '26

Rachel Blunt & ?

June '26

Debbie & Rachel P.

July '26

Jill & Karen Mac G.

Aug '26

Fran & Karen S.

Sept '26

Chris & Gill

Oct' 26

Jane G. & Maggie

Nov '26

Sarah & Jenny

Dec '26

Liz & Gaye

Thank you to the great team who help clean the church. We would love
to hear from new volunteers who’d like to join us. It involves no more
than 4hrs cleaning during your month on the rota, so not too onerous!
Please contact Sarah Bally 07788715742

Photo: Kate Wright, Hinton Church

HC: Holy Communion, BCP: Book of Common Prayer, MW: Morning Worship

All dates and times are submitted to the Editor.
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WWW.BLOOMFIELDSFINEFOOD.CO.UK

wand winslry
DELICATESSEN
COFFEE SHOP
& FOOD TO GO

and Silwmalionad, Faod,
Simee 2000 :

OPEN DAILY
EAT-IN AND TAKEAWAY : ]

DELTCIOUS, HOMEMADE :
: ARTISAN CHEESES - OLIVES

FOOD BREAKFASTS, LUNCHES : FRESH BREAD - PRESERVES

MEALS. COFFEE & TEA ) : PIES - DAIRY - SAUSACES

%
SANDWLCHES & BAGUETTES, | DomEnADE eames. Eaur
s

SALADS, SAVOURIES, SOUPS, : & VEG - CIDER,WINE & GIN
PLUS LOTS MORE.. i cAnb Ul I ¥TeY

OPENING
sﬂ? 8 HIGH STREET, HIGHWORTH T:766399 TIMES ‘

33 HIGH STREET, SHRIVENHAM T: 783999 WEEKDAYS
¥ " Apm
SATURIJ:V

FOOD TO GO PRICELIST ONLINE AT WWW.BLOOMFIELDSFINEFO0D.C0.UK S - &
= 3PM

Watchfield Opticians

Opening hours:
9am - 5:30pm Monday to Friday
9am - 1pm on Saturday
Your local Opticians situated next to the Co-op in Watchfield.
With parking available right outside and easy access.
Full Eye Examination.
OCT and OPTOMap scanning.
NHS funded eye tests available for those eligible.
Children’s Eye Test.
Contact Lenses.
Hearing Tests and Ear Syringing.
Great choice of glasses and sunglasses to suit all tastes and pockets.

2 Majors Road, Watchfield, SN6 8TQ

T: 01793 783848 E: info@watchfieldopticians.com
www.watchfieldopticians.com

A holiday cottage close to Beddgelert
in the heart of Snowdonia

4* Rated with 5* Reviews

Excellent for beaches, mountains, walking, cycling
and mountain biking

Heritage steam railway just 50 metres away at Nantmor
Halt (Porthmadog to Caernarfon)

Discounts available for local residents to Bishopstone,
please contact: brynllinos@yahoo.com

www.holidaycottages.co.uk/cottage/64657-bryn-llinos
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THE PARISH TIMES FOR BISHOPSTONE, HINTON PARVA AND RUSSLEY PARK

Bishopstone Parish Council, serving Bishopstone, Hinton Parva & Russley Park

December 2025

20MPH LIMIT
FOR VILLAGE

New speed limit implemented
but other measures dropped

Following extensive consultation with
residents over two years, Swindon Bor-
ough Council has now made a Traffic
Regulation Order to reduce the speed
limit in Bishopstone to 20mph.

All the streets on the map above are
now 20mph at all times.

The Parish Council has made several
representations to the borough council
to correct the road signs in the village,
which are misleading or absent and
causing confusion.

Regrettably, the additional traffic
calming measures which Swindon Bor-
ough Council insisted we should have,
and which were the subject of much
heated debate and discussion at public
meetings and via the online consulta-
tion, are now not going to be imple-
mented.

SBC cites ‘engineering difficulties’ as
the reason for the measures not going
ahead but we suspect that may be code
for ‘budget’.

MATTERS

ARISING

PRECEPT IS SET

This year, for the first time in a re-
markable twelve years, because of
increased costs and a depletion of our
reserves, it has become necessary to
increase the parish precept. This is the
money the Parish Council receives
from your Council Tax payment.

The total precept will rise from
£13,193.41 to £16,491.76 for the year
2026-27, taking the charge for a Band
D property from £39.08 a year to
£48.71 a year — that’s 94p a week.

We think residents still receive
remarkable value for money. Thanks
to very careful control of parish ex-
penditure and councillors’ continuing
decision not to claim their official al-
lowances, Bishopstone enjoys the
lowest precept in the Borough of
Swindon. The national average pre-
cept is £92.22 for a Band D property.

GRITTY BUSINESS

If you have a road salt/grit box near
your home, please check it is stocked.
If it needs refilling report to Swindon
Borough Council at swindon.gov.uk/
info/20040/road_safety_ mainte-
nance_and_repairs/342/
report_an_empty_or_dama
ged_salt_box_or_salt_bin

MERRY CHRISTMAS
The Parish Council
wishes all residents
a happy festive season
with all good wishes
for 2026

WELCOME TO THE PARISH

The Parish Council always extends a warm welcome to
all new and prospective residents of the Parish.

We are very pleased that you’ve chosen to live in
our community. The Parish contains two conservation
areas and everything south of the Icknield Way is also in
the North Wessex Downs National Landscape.
Many houses are also listed.

Naturally this brings with it all sorts of challenges
when it comes to tree felling, house alterations, etc.
There are also other regulations aimed at preserving the
character and beauty of the parish.

If in doubt, please check, we are only a phone call
away.

The Parish Council is always available to answer any
questions you may have on any particular aspect of
living in a conservation area, the area of outstanding
natural beauty or listed buildings.

Contact the Clerk, the Chair or any member of the
council - the councillors email addresses appear below,
along with the Clerk’s telephone number.

Useful Information

Swindon Borough Council: Reception Premier House 01793
465055/465056; Civic Offices 01793 463668; Wat Tyler House
01793 463725

For problems with waste collections call Streetsmart on: Monday to
Friday 8am-8pm 01793 445501; all other times 01793 466453

Report fly-tipping or pot-holes to SBC: swindon.gov.uk/my_account
Wiltshire Police non-emergency number (less urgent than 999): 101
Borough Councillor Gary Sumner - GSumner2 @swindon.gov.uk

BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

Ms Jaine Blackman (Clerk)

Phone: 07913 819422

Email: Clerk@bishopstoneandhintonparva.org
Mrs Val Brodin (Chair)
Clir.valbrodin@gmail.com

Mrs Lucille McGrath (Vice Chair)
Cllr.lucillemcgrath@gmail.com

Mr lan Thomas

Cllr.ianthomas@gmail.com

Mr Julian Cooke

Cllr.juliancooke@gmail.com

Mrs Gill May

Clir.gillmay@gmail.com

Mr Steve Bell

Clir.sbell@gmail.com

Mrs Karen Walker
Cllr.karenwalker@gmail.com

Dr Karen MacGregor
Cllr.karenmacgregor@gmail.com

Mr Dai Wilson

Clir.daiwilson@gmail.com

The Parish Council’s policies and documents can
be viewed at bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/

PARISH COUNCILLORS’ KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

Finance Lucille McGrath

Footpaths and Highways Julian Cooke (Hinton Parva)/lan Thom-
as (Bishopstone)/Dai Wilson

Pond & Island Steve Bell/Dai Wilson

Hinton Parva Village Hall Karen Walker

Bishopstone Village Hall Steve Bell

Hinton Parva Charities Julian Cooke

Bishopstone United Charities Doug Stevens (PC nominee), Chris-
tine Thomas (PC nominee), Laurie Manktelow (PC nominee)
Trees Julian Cooke (Hinton Parva) lan Thomas (Bishopstone)
Responsible Financial Officer Jaine Blackman (Clerk)

Planning lan Thomas

Website/IT Gary Pass (community volunteer)

Policies Gill May/Karen MacGregor

School liaison Lucille McGrath

Russley Park Julian Cooke

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2025 /26
Meetings begin at 7.30pm. Late changes are shown
at bishopstoneandhintonparva.org/parish council/

and on the notice boards. Members of the press
and public are welcome to attend.

5" January Hinton Parva 13" April Bishopstone
2" Feb Bishopstone 11™ May Bishopstone to

2" March Hinton Parva  include parish meeting

CURRENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS

All planning applications, their history and all supporting documents
can be viewed at: www.swindon.gov.uk/planning Planning issues are
discussed at the monthly Parish Council meetings. Public representa-
tions are heard prior to the start of the meeting.

S/HOU/25/1520 Two storey extension to side and rear elevations. De-
tached garage at Charlbury House, Hatchet Hill, Hinton Parva.
S/HOU/25/1442 Stable for the keeping of horses & adjacent workshop
within the grounds of No. 2 Mount Pleasant Farm Cottages, Horpit.
S/HOU/25/1318 Erection of 60cm wooden, open trellis, above the 1m
high closeboard wooden garden fence at The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishop-
stone.

S/HOU/25/1037 Erection of 6ft fence in replacement of existing
hedgerow which has died at 1 West End Cottages, Icknield Way, Bish-
opstone.

S/HOU/25/1335 Installation of a new external domestic oil tank sited
on concrete base at 3 The Mews, Russley Park.

S/HOU/25/1357 Conversion of integral garage to create habitable ac-
commodation and erection of garden shed at 6 Whatleys Orchard,
Bishopstone.

S/HOU/25/0046 Erection of gabion retaining wall (retrospective) at
The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishopstone.

S/HOU/24/1148 Erection of two storey rear extension and front porch
at 2 Mount Pleasant Farm Cottages, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane,
Horpit.

$/25/0666/REPPER Land At Mount Pleasant Farm, Mount Pleasant
Farm Lane, Horpit. Construction, operation, maintenance and decom-
missioning of a ground-mounted solar farm.

FOLLOW ALL OUR LATEST NEWS ON FACEBOOK @bishopstoneandhintonparvaparishcouncil

VIEW THE PARISH WEBSITE AT WWW.BISHOPSTONEANDHINTONPARVA.ORG

12




DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2025 NEWSLETTER

|1—_|ERITCAGE \ o~
e On By

A MEMORABLE STAY I HINTON PAR

Comprehensive Service
Qualified Staff
Fully Insured

v Pruning and Shaping
v’ Felling and Removal
v' Hedge Cutting

v Stump Grinding

v Tree Planting

Free quotations and advice
Call lan Walding (v.CHort/N.D. Arb)

01793 790210

Email: ian@heritage-treecare.co.uk
www.heritage-treecare.co.uk

\\’EN& SNB ENGLAND

JAN, ==
W,

CHFEY,

)

HAVE A CHILD
BETWEEN THE
AGES B TO 157

JOINTYOURTEOCAL FOOQUARIREEE Why not join us at our next home game for some

A fun & safe environment for children to proper local football, great people and a good time!

learn & improve their footballing ability

shrivenhamfcroyals@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL
NeWsS

BVH Reg Charity 271165
Hocker Bench

BISHOPSTONE

From the Village Hall ...

..... Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our regular
customers, valued hirers, and generous benefactors.

Our fantastic community facility is supported by so many
volunteers keeping the place ticking over. Well done to our
wonderful Committee who are often called upon to multi
task, make it up as they go along, adapt, improvise and plan
for every eventuality. Thanks Russell for everything, Jill for
her weekly sprinkling of magic fairy dust that keeps the hall
wonderfully sparkling. Michelle for juggling the bookings and
social media. Steve Bar Master Extraordinaire and coconut
checker, Andrew — Bean counting and level headedness!!
Mark for taking up the Advertising mantle.

Newsletter

A BIG THANK YOU once again for providing another year
of this most awesome publication. A special thanks to our
terrific Editor, Andrea for making time to simply fit it all in! We
wouldn’t be in print without you. Val for her sense of reason
and objectiveness and sub editing, Mark for coordinating
our advertising, Yuett for organising the distribution, along
with all the much-appreciated delivery helpers who hot foot
it round the nooks and crannies of our environs. Talking of
boundaries, a thanks to Aunt Fanny who often pushes these
writing from her tax exile, private island, often in 6’s and 7’s
about who to upset next.

Skittles Round Up

Another fiercely contested raffle at the Village Skittles
evening!!! Thanks to everyone for coming and taking part.
“Graham The Scores” was on great form adjudicating the
spares and meticulously checking the math. There was a little
chaos in the kitchens as our Chief of Staff Catering (Roz) was
unable to attend. Some gargantuan & delicious puddings
from Debbie and a hair straightening Chilli was washed down
well with usual victuals from the bar. Competition was fierce.
The Mighty Ducks were a couple of their usual star players
down and were pipped at the post by Cheese ‘n Toast
who were more toast than cheese on the night. The Three
Balls (Rampant) Trophy has disappeared. Pickles has been
dispatched. Proceeds after costs will go towards a spring
redecoration outside.

Christmas

Festivities

Christmas Tree Set and
sparkly; many thanks to our
Elves — Rachel H, Callum
(Mighty Duck) Russell, Andy P.

Carols Around the Tree

— Scheduled for 17:30

22nd December FREE. NO

PARKING FROM 4PM

NYE Party: Details opposite.

Richard Walker, Chair

01793 791 913 | richard@eddingtons.co.uk
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HINTON PARVA

We’ve been very quiet recently but have lots to share this
month! First, our Village Sing Song & Get Together will be
taking place at the Village Hall on Christmas Eve, Wednesday
24th December, at 5pm. This now annual event is a chance to
take a breather for an hour from the Christmas preparations,
meet and mingle with your friends and neighbours and join
in with a sing-song. This is a free event with mulled wine,
mince pies and light refreshments. Any donations will be
gratefully received for this year’s chosen charity, The Wiltshire
Treehouse (Registered Charity No 1159719), which supports
local bereaved children and young people. All are welcome!

We will be holding our AGM at the Village Hall on Wednesday
7th January at 7.30pm. If you have any interest in our beautiful
Village Hall in whatever capacity, do consider coming along.
Two of our very long-serving committee members have
already advised that they wish to step down at the AGM
SO we're very keen to recruit more committee members or
occasional helpers in general to help to ensure the future for
this amazing community asset. If you’re interested in finding
out more or can’t make the meeting, please discuss with Ella,
contact details on our poster, or any committee member to
find out more.

Our annual Village Supper will be taking place at the Village
Hall on Saturday 7th February. Please see our poster for
details (pg 18). We’'d welcome offers of help, donations of
puddings and any suitable raffle prizes.

Finally — some ‘Wanted Ads’. Does anyone have a smart
television, as large as possible, that is surplus to requirements?
We're keen to try and upgrade our facilities to make our hall

suitable for presentations. And is there anyone out there who
would be interested in helping with cleaning the hall? Again,
we’d love to hear from you!

We hope 1o see you at the Village Sing Song & Get Together!

Karen Walker on behalf of Hinton Parva Village Hall Committee.

VILLAGE HALL HIRE

Both Bishopstone & Hinton Parva Villlage
Halls have availability if you would like to
hire either of them.

9 9% @9

BISHOPSTONE INFO/BOOKINGS:

Michelle Bishop: 07769 943 956
Email: miclawre@cisco.com
Hourly rate: £11 residents, £15 non-residents

HINTON PARVA INFO/BOOKINGS:

Janet Hawkins: 01793 791391
Hourly rate: £10 residents, £12.50 non-residents
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The Royal
Woke Diary

The annual tongue in cheek curmudgeonly seasonal
greeting from the worst pub in the village—although
the staff here seem to enjoy it, and send best wishes to
everyone, surprisingly enough. | was only slightly irritated
when after a few days p and g in early December | came
back to find the place festooned like a (tasteful) Santa’s
grotto, and | can also say at this stage that rumours of my
demise have been slightly exaggerated.

Good job too, because we’ve got some self-generated fun
to get through over the next month. We always open on
Christmas Day lunch for drinks, the first one’s free from
the landlord as a thank you for your support over the past
12 months. To add a frisson of interest (even though we're
always surprisingly busy), my dairy cow milking assistant
—Jack—and | will be doing our bar jobs wearing our least
tasteful dressing gowns, and we’d really enjoy ourselves
if our customers and friends arrive in their own dressing
gowns. To the extent that we’re planning on offering a
surprise Xmas prize to the best and worst attire. Jack and
| will also raid our vast wardrobes (can anyone else help
with this?) to see if we have any really horrible items for you
to wear if you don’t follow the rules. We will also have a
whip round for our two favoured charities, the Bishopstone
Primary school playground refurb appeal, and Prospect
Hospice, since | might need one day to make a reservation.

And then we say goodbye until...the next day. Usually a
large Boxing Day lunch crowd, and generally a busy week
up to New Year’s Day.

Don’t forget the party in Bishopstone Village Hall on New
Year's Eve, organised by other good folk in the parish,
from 8pm. £12 gets you in for music, dancing, curry and
good chat, and we’d love to see you on your way there,
for a cocktail or something lovely. | am thrilled that there’s a
proper village event being organised.

Other fun—January 2, come and lay back to our
talented jazzmen, ThreeBop, 6.30pm. And a wine
tasting here at the pub in January 27. And the annual
village play, led by the indefatigable Bee Harding/Nicholls,
which threatens to be quite funny again. Not enough hanky
panky for my taste, but we do live in a different age...that’s
on Jan 14-17, tickets from the pub or www.ticketsource.
co.uk/badstickets.

Enjoy yourselves
TF and crew

01793 790481

@helenbrowningsorganic f

SWINDON & DISTRICT
SAMARITANS TURNING THE
BLUES INTO BREWS IN 2026

On Brew Monday, the third Monday in January, Samaritans
reminds everyone to reach out for a cuppa and a catch up
with the people you care about.

This is the day. The day you put the kettle on. The day small
talk turns into big talk. The day you break open the biscuits
and the taboos.

On this day, and every day, you can remind everyone how
good human connection feels. How easy is it and what a
difference it can make.

At Samaritans we know there’s no such things as ‘Blue
Monday’ and that feeling low isn’t something that happens
on Mondays or any random day of the year. So, we’re saying
out with the blue and in with the brew as there’s always time
for a catch up over a cuppa, reaching out to let someone
know they’re valued and that someone cares.

As well as reaching out to family and friends for a cuppa and
a chat it’s also possible to raise vital funds for Swindon &
District Samaritans to help ensure there’s always someone
there for anyone who’s going through a tough time.

People can donate whatever feels right to them. If they want
to, they can bring their own cuppa & cake whilst donating
what it usually costs. A donation of £5 is all it takes to cover
the costs of Samaritans answering a call for help.

If you need to know more — please reach out to: swindon@
samaritans.org — and if you brew up to chase those blues
away and can support Swindon & District Samaritans at the
same time, please donate via our website:

https://samaritanscommunity.enthuse.com/
swindonanddistrictsamaritans/profile

Samaritans - here every hour, of every day, for every
life: T: 116 123 - calls are free E: jo@samaritans.org
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Food for Thought
Mobile fish and chip van
Available for private parties,
weddings and all functions.

Find us each month at Charlbury Stables
(See the diary in this publication for actual dates)
Post Code: SN4 ODW
Tel: 07515 288414

Email: grahamrowcliffe58 @outlook.com
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EDWARD BAYS LIMITED
HEATING & PLUMBING

AT YOUR SERVICE SINCE 1912

All Commercial and Domestic

Plumbing and Heating Works

- Servicing - Bathrooms
+ Gas/Oil/LPG - Installation
- Maintenance - Fuel Tanks
- Safety Checks - Design

- Commissioning - Mechanical

- Rayburn & AGA - Renewables

Contact us today on

01793 763790

« OFTEC CERTIFIED v WORCESTER ACCREDITED INSTALLERS

v CIPHE APPROVED

+ GRANT G1INSTALLERS

+ GASSAFE CERTIFIED v GLOWWORMCLUB INSTALLERS

www.edwardbaysltd.co.uk
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Well Hung Framing
by Kate Herbert

[ am Kate, your local bespoke
picture framer.

[ have a passion for framing and
enjoy working collaboratively with
my clients in selecting the best
mounts and frames for all projects
and budgets - from box framing,
medals and memorabilia to paintings,
prints and certificates. I also offer
frame repairs and reglazing.

Please call, text or email to arrange
a visit to my studio in Watchfield to
discuss your requirements.
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UNDER ONE ROOF

We offer all web and graphic design
services, ensuring consistent results,
with nothing lost in translation.
No need to hire separate designers.

CREATIVE PRINT AND WEB DESIGN SERVICES

DESIGN info@luli.uk | 07795 086 197 | luli.uk

a

Gardens & Landscape
Local Landscape Architect & Garden
Designer

Design-Planting-Consultation
Project Monitoring

Creating joyful gardens & landscape
infused with your personal style &
requirements.

Let’s make plans!
+44 7811 367320
www.janepearsondesign.com
email
janepearsondesign@icloud.com

20

21



Pearce Funeral Services

 Independent family run funeral directors in Swindon

« Compassionate staff who treat every funeral as personal
 Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year

« 30 years experience and more than 500 five star reviews
« Home visits always welcomed

« Committed to the fair funeral pledge

"Such a high standard that | would suggest many

in this difficult business would struggle to emulate" Outstanding is an understatement

"Incredible service" "If it hasn't been done before, they will find a way"

For our truly personal service feel free to phone, email or visit one of our branches.

01793 832 072 01793 422 422

92 Ermin Street Papermakers House
Stratton St Margaret Rivenhall Road
Swindon, SN3 4NN Westlea, West Swindon, SN5 7BD

pearcefuneralservices.co.uk info@pearcefuneralservices.co.uk

Included in the Good Funeral Guide since 2011 in

- recognition of our high standards of service.
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Team

ADVERTISING:
Mark Jordan: markjordan3@icloud.com

PUBLISHING EDITOR & PHOTOGRAPHY:
Andrea Wadsworth: andrea@|uli.uk

SUB-EDITOR:
Val Brodin: valbrodin@gmail.com

CREATIVE COPY:

Roving Reporter Bob

Guest Contributors: BishopstoneEditor@gmail.com
Fanny Hole: BishopstoneEditor@gmail.com

TREASURER:
Andy Pocock: andrewpocock@yahoo.co.uk

DISTRIBUTION:
Yuet Dickinson: 07757 998 698

GENERALINFORMATION

Contributions

If you'd like to write an article or submit any photography
please email Andrea or Val for consideration in the next issue.
We aim to distribute the newsletter on or around 15th of each month.

Please note that the DEADLINE for any submissions
will be the last day of the previous month. We welcome
submissions earlier, if possible. As we are volunteers
and manage the village news alongside our other jobs,
late submissions run the risk of not being included.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

If you would like an advert designing for placement in the village news,
please contact andrea@luli.uk who offers a discounted rate for Village
News adverts.

Submitted images

By submitting images for use in the Village News, whether for editorial
or advertising purposes, you accept personal responsibility for complying
with copyright laws related to those images. The Village News is not
liable for any fines resulting from unlawful use of images. If you obtained
an image online without purchasing it from a stock library or receiving
permission from the copyright holder, it is likely that you do not have the
right to use it. If you are uncertain, various online tools are available to
check image copyrights.

We are non-profit!

The Village News is created and run by a small group of

volunteers and is a non-profit organisation affiliated to
Bishopstone Village Hall. Reg Charity no 271165.

Donations

If you would like to make a donation to help with the upkeep please
contact Treasurer Andy P, or there are additional copies available and a
donation box on the counter in Bishopstone Stores.
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Photo: Ceredig Jones, The Coombes, Nell Hill, Bishopstone

FIND US
ONLINE

www.bishopstoneandhintonparva.org

f /groups/bishopstoneandhintonparva

December 2025

Event

Place

Contact

Fri 12.12.25 |5pm - 8pm Food for Thought, Hinton Parva: Charlbury Stables grahamrowcliffe58@outlook.com
Fish and Chip van (pg.19) SN4 ODW
Mon [22.12.25 |5.30pm Bishopstone Christmas Carols Bishopstone
Around The Tree (pg.16) Village Hall
Wed [24.2.25 5pm Hinton Parva Christmas Christmas Hinton Parva ellakusta01@gmail.com
Slng AIong_; (pg. 17) Village Hall
Wed ]24.12.25 | Christmas Eve
Thurs |25.12.25 | Christmas Day
Thurs |25.12.25 First drink FREE at the pub The Royal Oak 01793 790 481
Christmas Day (pg. 18)
Fri 26.12.25 | Boxing Day
Wed [31.12.25 |8pm - late New Year's Eve Party Bishopstone See pg.16 for ticket details
Village Hall
2026 Time Event Place Contact
Fri 02.01.26 |6.30pm 3 Bop - Jazz at the pub (pg. 18) The Royal Oak 01793 790 481
Wed [07.01.26 |]7.30 HP Villlage Hall AGM (pg. 17) Hinton Parva ellakusta01@gmail.com
Village Hall
Fri 09.01.26 |5pm - 8pm Food for Thought, Hinton Parva: Charlbury Stables grahamrowcliffe58@outlook.com
Fish and Chip van (pg.19) SN4 ODW
14th 17th | 7pm BADS: Bishopstone Am Dram: Bishopstone All tickets £10 from The Royal Oak
Jan 26 A Bunch of Amateurs (pg. 2) Village Hall or: ticketsource.co.uk/badstickets
27.01.26 Wine Tasting (pg. 18) The Royal Oak 01793 790 481
Sat 07.02.26 |7pm Hinton Parva Village Supper \l—/|.i|r|1ton Ea“va ellakusta01@gmail.com
illage Ha
Wed [11.02.26 |7pm Gardening Club: Rebecca Brain Bishopstone Marion Peck
(pg. 5) Village Hall 01793 791001
11.03.26 |7pm Gardening Club: Paul Green Bishopstone Marion Peck
(pg.5) Vilage Hall 01793 791001
Every 3rd Sat 9am - 12pm Wanborough Farmers Market Wanborough Lorna Naseem
from 18.01.25 Village Hall, SN4 OADJ 07903 210 505
EveryTuesday 9.30am Fitness Classes. All abilities Bishy Village Hall lorna.sams@outlook.com
Every Thursday |10.30 - noon Coffee, Cake and Chat, Wanborough. | The Brewers Arms | If you need a lift, call
£5.00, all welcome SN4 OAE Lorna: 07903 210505
Every Thursday ]9.15am - Yoga with Nickie Heap (p.17) Hinton Parva yogawithnickie@gmail.com
10.30am Village Hall
2nd Mon 7pm The Burj Fundraising Supper: The Burj, Foxhill WrightK@warnefordschool.org.uk
of month for The Prospect Hospice

(charity number 280093)

2nd Thurs
of month

7pm
Start 7.30pm

Church Services - pg 10 Parish Council Meetings - pg 13

The views of individual writers expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the editors, the parish council or the church. If you
have any feedback or questions, please contact one of the editorial team listed on page 23. Apologies for any stray typos. We try hard to catch
them all but occasionally some escape. You may also deliver items by hand to Bishopstone Stores and Lynne will kindly pass anything on
to us. Please make sure that you include any names and contact details so that we may get in touch with you. None of these personal

WI: Bishopstone & Hinton Parva WI

details will be published unless we are specifically asked to do so.

Either Village Hall

Jan Chapple:
janatwan@icloud.com

Dates are correct to the best of our knowledge at time of going to print. Please see Facebook for any interim updates.

Tell us your thoughts!
‘LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR’

Email:

BishopstoneEditor
@gmail.com

Stick me on your fridge



