[bookmark: _Hlk150251959][bookmark: _Hlk179230013]BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 643
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Bishopstone Village Hall
on Monday 2nd February, 2026 at 7.30pm  

Those present: Val Brodin (chair), Karen Walker, Gill May, Steve Bell, Dai Wilson, Karen MacGregor, Gary Sumner (borough councillor), Jaine Blackman (clerk).

1. Public Question Time No members of the public attended.

2. Approved Apologies Julian Cooke, Ian Thomas. The Chair reported that Cllr McGrath had resigned. She expressed her thanks for Cllr McGrath’s service as vice chair and special responsibilities of finance and school liaison. There is now a casual vacancy.

3. Declarations of Interest None.

4. Minutes of Last Meeting 5th January 2026 Proposed by Cllr May seconded by Cllr Bell and agreed.

5. Matters Arising ACTION: Cllr Cooke to remove litter bin post on the Ridgeway. 

6. [bookmark: _Hlk175218792] Planning

S/HOU/25/0046 Revised documents received Erection of retaining walls in the rear garden, the installation of balustrade safety fencing across the rear garden's middle terrace area, and engineering operations including the re-profiling of land in the rear garden to form a ground-level patio terrace area, a middle terrace area, shrub/earth banks and an upper-level lawn area (part retrospective) at The Rails, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to write to SBC objecting to this application. Councillors considered that the strikingly modern visual impact of the landscaping, and the materials used, harms the appearance of this Key Building of Interest in a prominent part of the conservation area, which the proposed planting scheme is insufficient to mitigate. Furthermore, the absence of engineering detail raises concerns about the structural safety of the scheme and possible future flooding. ACTION: Clerk and Chair to draft a further letter to SBC regarding alleged breaches of planning regulations.

PENDING DETERMINATION 
S/HOU/25/1603 Erection of proposed first floor rear extension and replacement front pitched roof dormers. Partial demolition of the existing roof to facilitate the extension and dormers. Work to existing trees in rear garden as outlined in the tree works plan at Down Hill, Oxon Place, Bishopstone. 
S/HOU/25/1037 Erection of 6ft fence in replacement of existing hedgerow which has died at 1 West End Cottages, Icknield Way, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to reiterate parish council’s objection.
S/25/0666/REPPER Land At Mount Pleasant Farm, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane,
Horpit. Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of a ground-mounted solar farm complete with landscaping, associated infrastructure and temporary access.
Redlands Eastern Villages applications numbers S/RES/21/0584/EDSN; S/RES/21/0607/EDSN; S/RES/21/0498/EDSN; S/RES/21/0867/EDSN; S/OUT/23/0456 Redlands Phase 2 S/OUT/22/1415; S/OUT/23/1514 Foxbridge S/OUT/20/0160; S/EIA/24/1403/MORGAP.

GRANTED
S/HOU/25/1520 Erection of two storey extension to side and rear elevations. Detached garage at Charlbury House, Hatchet Hill, Hinton Parva. 
S/HOU/24/1148 Erection of two storey rear extension and front porch at 2 Mount Pleasant Farm Cottages, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane, Horpit.


APPEAL
S/LDP/24/1400 Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed) for the removal of a retaining garden wall to create vehicle access at 2 Church Row, Hinton Parva.

7. Report from Ward Cllr Gary Sumner 
[bookmark: _Hlk160476308]           The parish’s requests for extension of the 30mph speed limit on Body Horse Hill and further up Hatchett Hill had been turned down by SBC due to a lack of resources. A resident had suggested a CCTV be purchased to cut down on fly tipping. This option had been discussed previously by the parish council and rejected due to the complexity of managing a CCTV surveillance program lawfully. Another resident had asked if they could do some tidying around the village gateways. It had been reported to Cllr Sumner that the trash screen at the pond had been quite blocked at one point recently. ACTION: Cllr Thomas to ask the lengthman to check the screen regularly and clear it when necessary. ACTION: Litter pick to be held on Sunday 1st March at 10am. Clerk to request a pick-up of rubbish from SBC on 2/3.

8.     Road drainage near Bishopstone pond ACTION: Clerk to email SBC regarding an update
    and another meeting. ACTION: Clerk to report a blocked drain at the bottom of Nell Hill on the  
    Mount Pleasant side.

9.     Key Area updates

Finance A finance lead to replace Cllr McGrath will be discussed at the March meeting. 

Footpaths and Highways Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk213085043]Pond & Island Cllr Bell inspected repairs to the bridge. The lengthman was informed that the rail needed to be made safer. It has been reported that the bin at the pond appears to be failing due to the metal liner deteriorating. ACTION: Cllr Bell to examine and report back to council.

Hinton Parva Village Hall The committee had decided on a no pets policy. The date of the village supper had been changed. Cleaners are needed for the hall. 

Bishopstone Village Hall Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Charities Nothing to report.
Bishopstone United Charities Nothing to report.
Trees Nothing to report. ACTION: Cllr Bell to inform Cllr Thomas of a missing rail at The Dingle.
Planning Nothing to report.
Website/IT Nothing to report.

Policies Nothing to report.

School Liaison Cllr Wilson to take over this responsibility.

Russley Park Nothing to report.

Responsible Financial Officer Nothing to report.

10 Community Safety A police officer had attended Bishopstone to discourage speeders.

11 Accounts to be paid: see Appendix 1.

12 Parishioners Feedback/Complaints A resident felt a litter bin was needed at Charlbury Hill and 
complained about people not picking up their dog poo. ACTION: Chair to write a piece on dog mess, litter and fly tipping for the Parish Times. ACTION: Clerk to put the upcoming May election on the agenda for March.

The next meeting date is 2nd March, 2026 at Hinton Parva Village Hall at 7.30pm. Any changes will be posted on noticeboards, website and Facebook. 


The meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 

	
Accounts to be paid
SUPPLIER

Jaine Blackman Clerk’s salary -  no need for ratification agreed by Council




Allbuild Lengthman’s invoice -  no need for 
ratification agreed by Council


1&1 Internet host services -  no need for ratification agreed by Council









	APPENDIX 1
	
Amount


£505 (£6 deducted to pay to HMRC)


£525 (£437.50 plus £87.50 VAT @ 20%)

£7.20 (£6 plus £1.20 VAT @ 20%)





