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BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 645
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Bishopstone Village Hall
on Monday 13th April, 2026 at 7.30pm  

Those present: Val Brodin (chair), Ian Thomas, Karen Walker, Gill May, Dai Wilson, Karen MacGregor, Julian Cooke, Gary Sumner (borough councillor), Jaine Blackman (clerk).

1. Public Question Time Dinesh Thanigasalam who will be joining the council next month as a parish councillor attended.

2. Approved Apologies Steve Bell.

3. Declarations of Interest None.

4. Minutes of Last Meeting 2nd March 2026 Proposed by Cllr Walker seconded by Cllr MacGregor and agreed. The minutes of the Extraordinary meeting on 30/3/2026 were also proposed by Cllr Walker seconded by Cllr MacGregor and agreed.

5. Matters Arising Cllr Cooke had cut down litter bin post on the Ridgeway. ACTION: Cllr Bell to examine the litter bin by the pond to see if it needs replacing.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk175218792] Planning

S/PAOTH/26/0246 Prior Approval Notification for the Change of use from agriculture to flexible commercial use (fitness studio falling in Use Class E at Ridgeway Barn, The Ridgeway, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC the PC objects to the proposal in principle as not being suitable for the proposed use due to problems with access and parking. It agrees with the comments of the Rights of Way and Highways officers.
S/HOU/26/0311 Erection of a post and rail fence (3ft high) and a new box hedge at West End Cottages, Icknield Way, Bishopstone. ACTION: Cllr Thomas to draft objection for clerk to send to SBC.
S/HOU/26/0305 Erection of a new greenhouse. It will replace an old existing 12'x 8' greenhouse on the same site at The Hawthorns, Cues Lane, Bishopstone. ACTION: Clerk to inform SBC of no objection.

PENDING DETERMINATION
S/HOU/26/0227 Removal of single storey extension to front elevation.  Erection of single storey and two storey side and rear extensions to dwelling. Formation of single storey glazed link to existing detached store to rear of dwelling. Erection of estate fencing to front boundary within site, gates and piers. Replacement terrace to side of dwelling. Conversion of outbuilding to ancillary annexe accommodation with associated works at Prebendal Farmhouse, Icknield Way, Bishopstone. 
S/25/0666/REPPER Land At Mount Pleasant Farm, Mount Pleasant Farm Lane,
Horpit. Construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of a ground-mounted solar farm complete with landscaping, associated infrastructure and temporary access.
Redlands Eastern Villages applications numbers S/RES/21/0584/EDSN; S/RES/21/0607/EDSN; S/RES/21/0498/EDSN; S/RES/21/0867/EDSN; S/OUT/23/0456 Redlands Phase 2 S/OUT/22/1415; S/OUT/23/1514 Foxbridge S/OUT/20/0160; S/EIA/24/1403/MORGAP.

REFUSED
S/26/0121 Change of use of agricultural building to form a single dwelling (Class C3) and associated works at Barn Adjoining Church Farm, Little Hinton Lane, Hinton Parva. 

APPEAL
S/LDP/24/1400 Certificate of Lawfulness (proposed) for the removal of a retaining garden wall to create vehicle access at 2 Church Row, Hinton Parva.

7. Report from Ward Cllr Gary Sumner 
[bookmark: _Hlk160476308]           He is still chasing up the issue of the large pothole at Body Horse Hill stressing how dangerous it is and urging action. 

8.      Road drainage near Bishopstone pond Nothing further to report. ACTION: Clerk to ask  
     Paul Page to contact Cllr Wilson for an update.

9.    Key Area updates

Finance Cllr Walker is taking responsibility for finance. 

Footpaths and Highways Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk213085043]Pond & Island Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Village Hall Nothing to report.

Bishopstone Village Hall Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Charities Nothing to report.
Bishopstone United Charities Nothing to report.
Trees ACTION: Chair to ask Cllr Sumner to chase up the issue of dangerous trees at The Dingle with SBC. 
Planning Nothing to report.
Website/IT An external hard drive had been purchased.

Policies Nothing to report.

School Liaison Nothing to report.

Russley Park Nothing to report.

Responsible Financial Officer The AGAR is underway. To be presented at June’s meeting as no clerk will be present in May. 

10 Community Safety Cllr Cooke reported that there had been a lot of hare-coursing activity. Cllr 
              MacGregor is taking over as Community SpeedWatch leader.

11 Accounts to be paid: see Appendix 1. All accounts were agreed by councillors.

12 Parishioners Feedback/Complaints  


The next meeting date is 11th May, 2026 at Bishopstone Village Hall at 7.30pm. Preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm. Any changes will be posted on noticeboards, website and Facebook. 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

	
Accounts to be paid
SUPPLIER

Jaine Blackman Clerk’s salary -  no need for ratification agreed by Council


Clerk’s back pay

Allbuild Lengthman’s invoice -  no need for ratification agreed by Council


1&1 Internet host services -  no need for ratification agreed by Council


Donation to Bishopstone Village Hall

Donation to Hinton Parva Village Hall

Donation to village newsletter

Churchyard grant to PCC – last year’s figure to be added to when SBC grant is received. 

Jaine Blackman – hard drive for PC laptop -  no need for ratification agreed by Council

Jaine Blackman – Windows 365 subscription

WALC/NALC – annual subscription




Swindon Area Committee Subscription                    









	APPENDIX 1
	
Amount


£527.10 (amended from agenda)

£193.20

£525 (£437.50 plus £87.50 VAT @ 20%)

£7.20 (£6 plus £1.20 VAT @ 20%)

£300

£300

£600

T/C


£43.99


£84.99

£296.94 (£247.45 plus £49.49 VAT @ 20%)

£15



