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BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 646
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Bishopstone Village Hall
on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.30pm  

Those present: Val Brodin (outgoing chair), Ian Thomas, Karen Walker, Gill May, Dai Wilson, Karen MacGregor, Dinesh Thanigasalam

1. Public Question Time – no members of the public were in attendance.

2. Approved Apologies Julian Cooke, Gary Sumner (ward councillor)

3. Election of Chair: Cllr May was proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Walker, and unanimously elected as Chair. Taking the Chair, Cllr May thanked former Councillors Brodin and Cooke for their long service and commitment to the wellbeing of our community.

4. Election of Vice Chair: Cllr Thomas was proposed by Cllr May, seconded by Cllr Bell and unanimously elected as Vice Chair.

Subcommittees (Key Responsibility Areas)
Finance: Cllr Dinesh Thanigasalam, Cllr Karen Walker

Footpaths and Highways: Cllr Ian Thomas, Cllr Karen Walker

Pond & Island: Cllr Dai Wilson, Cllr Steve Bell

Hinton Parva Village Hall: Cllr Karen Walker

Bishopstone Village Hall: Cllr Steve Bell

Hinton Parva Charities: Val Brodin

Bishopstone United Charities: Doug Stevens

Trees: Cllr Ian Thomas, Cllr Dai Wilson

Website/IT: Gary Pass, Cllr Dinesh Thanigasalam

Policies: Cllr Karen MacGregor, Cllr Gill May

School Liaison: Cllr Dai Wilson

Russley Park Liaison: Cllr Dai Wilson

Responsible Financial Officer: Emma Hill

 MEETING DATES FOR 2026/27 were agreed
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1st June Hinton Parva				2027
6th July Bishopstone				4th January Bishopstone
3rd August Hinton Parva 			1st February Hinton Parva
7th September Bishopstone			1st March Bishopstone
5th October Hinton Parva			5th April Hinton Parva
2nd November Bishopstone			10th May Hinton Parva (Parish Assembly)
7th December Hinton Parva 

5. Declarations of Interest None.

6. Minutes of Last Meeting 13th April 2026 Proposed by Cllr Walker seconded by Cllr MacGregor and agreed.

7. Matters Arising Cllr Bell had examined the litter bin by the pond and does not think it needs replacing.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk175218792] Planning No new planning applications had been received.
It was noted that application number S/PAOTH/26/0246 had been withdrawn. (Prior Approval Notification for the Change of use from agriculture to flexible commercial use (fitness studio falling in Use Class E at Ridgeway Barn, The Ridgeway, Bishopstone.)

9. Report from Ward Cllr Gary Sumner No report had been received. It was noted that Cllr Sumner and Cllr Matt Hinton had been elected as Ward Councillors for the new Chiseldon and Ridgeway Ward in last week’s local elections.
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10. Road drainage near Bishopstone pond Cllr Wilson is awaiting further contact from Paul Page to arrange another site meeting to better understand the drainage channels in the vicinity. The SBC team has rodded the drain by the bus stop recently.

11. Appointment of Auditors: The new Clerk and RFO had emailed a proposal that the Parish Council engage the services of a professional audit firm and had recommended a specialist company she has used previously. Councillors agreed to look into this further. ACTION: Clerk to ask auditors to engage with the Parish Council and provide further information about their terms of reference, services provided and fees charged.

12. Key Area updates

Finance A financial report had been provided at the Parish Assembly earlier in the evening.

Footpaths and Highways Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk213085043]Pond & Island Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Village Hall The hall committee is reduced to a complement of four, and is urgently seeking further members to ensure the continuation of events and activities at the hall.

Bishopstone Village Hall Nothing to report.

Hinton Parva Charities Nothing to report.
Bishopstone United Charities Nothing to report.
Trees ACTION: Cllr Thomas to make a further request to SBC for a modern plan showing the extent of the Highway managed land in Bishopstone.
Planning Nothing to report.
Website/IT ACTION: Cllr Thanigasalam to engage with Gary Pass, in order to better understand the parish website and its management and offer support.

Policies Nothing to report.

School Liaison Cllr Wilson reported that the school had received more applications than available places for September entry.

Russley Park Nothing to report.

Responsible Financial Officer The outgoing Clerk has passed the AGAR information and forms to the new Clerk and RFO to be presented at June’s meeting and provided the Chair with the forms necessary to change the bank account signatories. ACTION: Forms to be completed as far as possible ready for the new Clerk to send to bank and building society. Parish Council to agree new signatories at the June meeting.

13. Community Safety Cllr MacGregor is now fully trained and accredited by the police for Community Speed Watch. ACTION: Cllr MacGregor to liaise with current team leader and take over.

14. Accounts to be paid: see Appendix 1. The insurance renewal documents arrived after the agenda was prepared and the cost had increased to £176.76. Cllrs agreed to commit to a new three year term of insurance with Community First. All other listed accounts were agreed by councillors. ACTION: Clerk to pay the insurance premium and renew the policy.

15. Parishioners Feedback/Complaints  Cllr May reported extreme levels of bottles and cans had again been dumped in New Road, Bishopstone, after it was thoroughly cleaned in the recent litter pick. ACTION: Chair to discuss with Clerk the possibility of installing a warning notice in the area.

The next meeting date is 1st June 2026 at Hinton Parva Village Hall at 7.30pm. Any changes will be posted on noticeboards, website and Facebook. 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 

