BISHOPSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
Meeting No. 649 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held at Bishopstone Village Hall Monday 7th September 2026 at 7.30pm
Present
· Cllr Gill May (Chair)
· Cllr Ian Thomas (Vice Chair)
· Cllr Karen Walker
· Cllr Dai Wilson
· Cllr Dinesh Thanigasalam
· Cllr Geraldine Pass
· Cllr Steve Bell
In Attendance: Emma Parry, Parish Clerk/RFO 
Members of the Public: 2 
Prospective Councillor: Conta Rowan Hamilton

1. Approved Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Karen McGregor and Cllr Gary Sumner.
2. Declarations of Interest
None declared.
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 6th July 2026 were approved as a true and accurate record. Approved.
4. Public Questions, Comments or Representations
No public questions were raised.
5. Ward Councillor Update – Cllr Gary Sumner
Cllr Sumner sent apologies. His Ward Report will be circulated when received. Proposed: KW Seconded: DS RESOLVED.


6. Bank Reconciliation and Accounts
The Bank Reconciliation and Accounts up to 31st August 2026 for the financial year 2026/27 were reviewed and APPROVED.
7. Co‑option of a Councillor
Conta Rowan Hamilton addressed the Council, outlining her interest in joining and her involvement with the Hinton Parva Village Hall Trust. Councillors unanimously agreed to co‑opt Conta as the representative for Hinton Parva. RESOLVED.
8. Defibrillator Guardianship Records
Guardians confirmed as:
· Hinton Parva: Val Brodin
· Bishopstone: Debbie Wickham
· Russley Park: To be confirmed — GP to advise Clerk
IT to check inspection arrangements for Hinton Parva and Russley Park.
9. Speeding Feedback Findings
One resident feedback submission was received. It was agreed to advertise for Speed Watch volunteers in the next newsletter. Councillors discussed whether the 20mph limit has made a difference. Feedback will be collated and submitted to Cllr Sumner by end of September for SBC consideration.
10. Repairs and Maintenance Responsibilities
Councillors reviewed responsibility boundaries between Bishopstone & Hinton Parva Parish Council and Swindon Borough Council. Clarification required regarding:
· Maintenance responsibilities under the Transfer of Services deed
· “No man’s land” areas
· Church Commissioners land
Cllr Bell to confirm details and report back.
11. Internal Audit Appointment and Quotation
The Council agreed to postpone appointing Mulberry Services for one year. For the 2026/2027 internal audit, the Parish Council will continue with the previous auditor. Clerk to liaise with the previous auditor regarding arrangements for the 2026/2027 audit cycle. RESOLVED.

12. Planning
S/TWC/26/0928/HAPA – The Folly, Nell Hill, Bishopstone SBC confirmed no objection to the proposed works:
· Fell cherry tree to ground level. The Council noted the decision.
S/HOU/26/0801/BURGES – Hillcrest, Hinton Parva Lane, Hinton Parva Planning permission granted for:
· Ground floor extension to form a family room
· Raising of roof to create additional first‑floor accommodation The Council noted the approval and associated conditions.
13. Key Area Updates
(Updates raised by exception only)
· Footpaths & Highways (IT, KW): Hinton Parva horse warning sign request forwarded to Road Safety Officer.
· Pond & Island (DW, SB): Flash flood caused drain to lift; to be reported to SBC. Item to be added to October agenda.
· Hinton Village Hall (KW): Nothing to raise.
· Bishopstone Village Hall (SB): Nothing to raise.
· Hinton Parva Charities: TBC.
· Bishopstone United Charities: Nothing to raise.
· Trees (IT, DW): Nothing to raise.
· Website/IT (GP, DT): Nothing to raise.
· Policies (KM, GM): Policy to return to next meeting.
· School Liaison (DW): Nothing to raise.
· Russley Park (DW): Nothing to raise.





14. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 5th October 2026 Location: Hinton Parva Village Hall Apologies received in advance from Cllr Karen Walker.
Meeting Closed: 21.00
Signed…………………………………… Date………………………………………

Members of Parish Council:                                                                                                               Cllr Gill May (Chair)                                                                                                                                     Cllr Ian Thomas (Vice‑Chair)                                                                                                                                            Cllr Karen Walker                                                                                                                                                               Cllr Karen McGregor                                                                                                                                                   Cllr Dai Wilson                                                                                                                                                         Cllr Steve Bell                                                                                                                                                                     Cllr Dinesh Thanigasalam                                                                                                                                        Cllr Geraldine Pass
Members are reminded of the Council’s general duty to consider: Equal Opportunities, Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety, and Human Rights.


