[bookmark: _Hlk95644940]  	Bishopstone Parish Council (651)
Dear Councillor       
26th October 2026
        You are formally summoned to attend a meeting of the
Bishopstone PARISH COUNCIL
The Scheduled Council meeting for the 2nd of November 2026 7.30pm In 
  Bishopstone Village Hall

Members of the public or press are welcome to observe all parish council meetings and may raise issues and ask questions before the meeting, in public question time. Plans can be viewed via http://pa1.swindon.gov.uk/publicaccess by entering the application number.

Emma Parry
Parish Clerk/RFO                        

AGENDA

1. Apologies 

2. Public Questions, Comments or Representations (maximum of 10 minutes – extended at Chair’s discretion) 

3. Declarations of Interest & Application for Dispensation

4. Minutes of the previous 
To confirm as a true record the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 5th October 2026 

5. Gary Sumner
Ward Councillor Update – Cllr Gary Sumner to receive and note the report from Ward Councillor Gary Sumner, including any updates from Swindon Borough Council relevant to the parish. 

6. Bank Reconciliation and Accounts 
To receive an update that the Bank Reconciliation and Accounts up to 31st October 2026 will be prepared and brought forward for approval at the December meeting, as the clerk is unavailable during October.
7. Matters Arising and update on actions from previous minute items
Speeding & Speedwatch Update on resident speeding concerns and Speedwatch volunteer recruitment. Actions outstanding: 
· Clerk to submit collated feedback to Ward Cllr Sumner 
· GM to contact police regarding village presence 
· KM to confirm Speedwatch sign criteria 
· GM to email nursery regarding 20mph zone 
· GP to support Speedwatch activity

Flooding & Drainage Follow‑up on recent flash‑flooding incidents and blocked drains. Update requested from SBC regarding gully clearance, jet‑vac scheduling, and drainage maintenance cycles. Clerk to continue monitoring resident reports and correspondence.

Pond & Island – Silt Build‑Up DT to progress and consider contact with WWLT and other organisations for updated advice on silt levels and recommended management, noting the 2005 WWLT guidance against dredging. Issue to be reported to SBC for assessment following recent flooding.

Defibrillator maintenance – GM to update re contract 

8. Adoption of Policies
To consider and resolve the formal adoption of the Parish Council’s updated Financial Regulations, Information Technology (IT) Policy, and Standing Orders, establishing these documents as the Council’s approved governance framework for implementation with immediate effect.

9. Planning

· S/26/1265 Erection of 4no. dwellings, alterations to existing vehicular access point from City Corner, Landscaping, drainage and associated works. Land South of Icknield Cottage Hinton Parva Swindon, SN4ODH
· There are no current applications or active appeals in Bishopstone or Russley Park.

10. Strategic planning 
· Regulation 19 - Swindon Local Plan 2043
· National Planning Policy Framework – changes from 31st October 2026 and impact on rural Parish Councils 

11. Key Area updates 	and review areas of responsibilities 
(Any Key Area updates will be raised by exception only)
								
· Footpaths and Highways (IT, KW)
· Lengthman contract costs   contract for 27/28
· Hockerbench drainage and parking impact
· Ditch clearance by ancient woodland Hinton Parva opposite Batts farmyard
· Feedback on Litter Pick 
· Salt bins/winter ready
· Pond and Island (DW/SB) 
· Pond Draft Terms of Reference for Pond Survey (DT).  	
· Hinton Village Hall (KW) 
· Notice Board maintenance 
· Bishopstone Village Hall (SB) 
· Notice Board maintenance 
· Hinton Parva Charities (TBC) 
· Bishopstone United Charities 
· Trees (IT, DW)
· Website/IT (GP, DT)
· IT back up/regular updates good practice
· Policies (KM, GM) 
· School Liaison (DW)
· Russley Park (DW)

12.  Resident Feedback to Councillors

13. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 7th December – Location – Hinton Parva Village Hall
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Members of Parish Council
Cllr Gill May (Chair)						   
Cllr Ian Thomas (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Karen Walker
Cllr Karen McGregor
Cllr Dai Wilson
Cllr Steve Bell
Cllr Dinesh Thanigasalam
Cllr Geraldine Pass
Cllr Conta Rowan Hamilton

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of its functions:  Equal Opportunities (age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation), Crime and Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights
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